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Hon, hedge McAllister:

The fuatian American Politica! Action Commintee {1 AM PAC) agrees with Cin-
gressman Hakeem Joffrios that the newly redeawn draft of Congressional Disteiet
maps & the State of New York not only tacgeis the Black comuranities it has the
samne effset on Balian American communities. TAM PAC believes as Conpress-
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Yan. S Rt Ihese communities are bound together in their common concerns and issues ranging

ph ¥, Lisa (Ret} from the economy to the environment and twust remain a united district to assare fair
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man Jeffries does that this draf! snap not only dilutes the Sth and 9t congressional
dastricts in a manner wilidly inconsistent with the constitutional mandate that com-
munities of color should be put into position to elect the candidate of their choige.
This map also ditutes the 15t and 2nd congressional districts in the same manner
by weakening a congressional district that represemts a very large Nalisn American
community by removing the abitity of those regidents o elect the candidare of their
choice. '

This is why we wsite today to respectfidly provide input o the coust ond special
master tasked with the responsibility 1 deaw falr Conpressional Districts for the
State of New York, specifically as to how this process will affect the Long Island
counties of Nasseu and Suffolk, While the special master’s goat of not erousing
coanty lines iz understandable, here it docs not make sense and arempts 1o fix some-
ihing that i ot broken. For many years niow, nedisiricting of Long Island Districts
west of the 15t CD. have centered ihem on either the Worth Shore or South Shore if
the Istand. The Second Congressional District is corsemly 2 “South Shore” Diswrics
that incIndes the Townships of Babylon and Ielip in Suffelk County and the South-
eust cominunitiss in the Towns of Hempsiead und Oyster Bay i Nazssu County.

sod just represeatation feom fheir federal representative.

Logically and quite correctly, the special master kept sthe north share south shore
districts intact for the State Senate maps. This makes it even harder to understand
why this was not done Tor the Congressional Districes. While it is necessary 10 cross
the county line between Nussau and Suffolk counties at some point to mest the
raquired population per district, it makes for 2 souch more contiguous district and
kesps commundties of iterest together to do so of the South Shore and restore the
comntinities of Massepequa, Massapequa Park, Seaford, Farmingdale and Levit-
town 1o the Second Congressional Distrior,

Long Istand’s unigue history and geography has made the development of com-
taanities of Hike character stectching from Fast to West as opposed to North o
South. The Long Island Railroad, that has serviced Long Island commuters since the
180075, has & North track and a South tsack that knit together communities from East
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to West, When Long lshnders vefr to what exit they Five off of, they ens which Bast 1o West arleries soch as.
th Loing Istand Expresswiy or Suntise Highway, That's why federal dollars lor infragteucture inypovement will
almost abways be ceniric to Nerth Shore or South Shore commnnities, North Shote tesidents aren™t convernsd
sbout the condition ol Suntize Highway but just ask sny South Shore resident about the Oakdale Merge and
voull get & very pussionate Fesponse fo say the least

Any eivie, eommunity, chamber of comates or governmental leader will agree that the South Shore of Losg
Istand has unigoe issues and challenges that make it lnsperative that Hrese communities notbe annexed throngh
redistricting. From (water quality; transportation ssues, protecting baerier beachios and the southiem hays, the
issnes facing these somanunities make them utigie and united i thelr effonts 1o proteet their quality of Tife. Fed-
] matlers such as effarts by thie Army Comp, of Engincers to preserve barrier braches are voncerns it npns
South Shire residents just cu’t and don’t understand. Putting Faton's Neck in the same district as Fire Kland
would seem nonsensteal,

Dige to Lowg Istand’s topography, the way natural disastees affect the Sotth $hiore comiistities differ from -
thiir Nerth Shore counterparts. In Soper Srorm Sandy and Hurricans Irene, the South Shore communities suf-
fered ariquely from cuestal fooding, while North Shore communities dealt move with downed power lines and -
free dattsge: I fact, the bulk of reconstractian dollars were speat on the South Shote conmonities devasmted
by Seper Storin Sandy wud more thim a decade later residents still grapple with the aftermath of the storm. Hav-
i 2 Répresentative in Congress who fully understands thege facts and is not divided i the best infterests of .
different communilies enablus that person to quickly sdvocate for the corvect FEMA response to the disaster,

Al of fhese Isstes have an enotivous economic fmpact on the region as well. Restaring power and tanspartis
tion quickly obvigusly is key to aveiding ruinous financial Tosses o our Iocal businesses and compandes, That's
Just one reasdn why loeal Chanbers of Commerce ard business groups understand sod sppreciate the uique
mture of the South Shore conununtiies, Even retail patterms differ front North Shore to South Shore, You're nit
fkely to find a sued shiop on the Nonb Shore ds you will on both Babylon and Sayvilfe’s Main Streets,

Lastly, the current Secoud Congressionad District i currently the most deminantly Catbolic district in the
cotriry with a targe Tralian Asnerican population. The curvent Thivd Congressional District bas a large Jowish
popidition that spans the north shore coatwnunitics. of both Nassaw and Suffolk County. Breaking up these oue
rent distrrets coald have dlie direer effect of Genying the heavily dominant Catholic and ItaBan American South

_ Shore popolation fioim beiig represenied by an Talian American while at the same tirme denying the heavily
dotminant Jewish American areas of the North Shore from possibly bein represented by & Jewivh Anesican.

Respectiully, New York's Second Congressional Disteier iy o sifuation where it isn't broke and doegrtneed 1o
be fixed. Itis contiguous, close to rectangular in shape and cotaing coppmunities of Tike charaeter and cons
cernd, THE new maps thot ow haye the Southeagt Nassat comustnities sueh a8 Misvapegea and Mussapeqiia.
Park contained in a dnmmamiy Noeth Short District docs fhem an extremoe disservice, Similarty, putting Tong
istand Sound communities such as Lioyd's Neck, Centerpont and Norlhpaort in the same district as Amityvilie,
Eiridentagest and Grewt River denies them s Fopressntative that naderstands and is devoted to their uniqoe ton-
verns, In clostng. il is oy sincerc hope that these maps can be amended in such a way that keeps the commmmni-
ties of the South Shore of Long Tsland together and represenied by one of thelr own regidents wiiy can he ai
effective vole to sdvacate for the salety, prospetity and well being of their families and neighbors.
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