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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

SHREVEPORT DIVISION 

 

DAVID B. MEANS, ET AL.  CIVIL ACTION NO. 5:23-cv-00669  

   

VERSUS  JUDGE DAVID C. JOSEPH 

   

DESOTO PARISH, ET AL.  MAGISTRATE JUDGE HORNSBY 

 

JOINT MOTION TO STAY PENDING SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS 

 

Plaintiffs1, and Defendants Desoto Parish and the DeSoto Parish Police Jury, through 

undersigned counsel, file this joint motion to stay the case pending settlement negotiations.  

As the parties informed the Court in their April 5 Joint Status Report, settlement 

negotiations between the parties remain ongoing, including determining whether mediation might 

be helpful for resolving this case. At the March 18, 2024 Status Conference, the Court noted its 

support of these efforts, and indicated that the parties should ask if they need additional time to 

conduct such negotiations. 

Accordingly, due to approaching expert report and discovery deadlines, the parties need 

more time to focus on further negotiations, including an opportunity to continue devoting their 

time and resources toward a potential settlement that may resolve all claims in this action. The 

parties also note that the next Police Jury election is currently not scheduled until October 9, 2027; 

thus, even if staying the case ultimately causes the currently scheduled trial date to be moved, the 

parties agree there will still be more than enough time to fully litigate this case if necessary once 

settlement talks conclude. The parties therefore jointly request that the Court hold this case in 

 
1 Plaintiffs in this matter are David B. Means, Ryan Dupree, Robert G. Burford, Robert Gross, Mary L. Salley, 

Martha Trisler, John F. Pearce, Joe Cobb, Jack L. Burford, Jack E. Barron, W. Bruce Garlington, Donald Barber, 

Billy Dwayne Brumley, and Sherry Brumley. 
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abeyance, including any presently unexpired deadlines under the current Scheduling Order,2 

pending the conclusion of settlement negotiations.  

Furthermore, in line with the parties’ April 5 Joint Status Report, the parties request that 

the Court allow for submitting another status report to the Court on or before April 30, 2024, to 

inform the Court on the progress of settlement and whether mediation might be beneficial, as well 

as subsequent status reports every thirty (30) days thereafter as needed until the conclusion of 

settlement negotiations. 

WHEREFORE, the parties respectfully request that this Court grant this Motion and enter 

an order holding the case in abeyance, and stay all presently unexpired Scheduling Order deadlines 

pending the conclusion of settlement negotiations. 

Dated: April 10, 2024 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

 

      /s/ Reid A. Jones    

      Reid A. Jones (#34611)    

      WIENER, WEISS & MADISON APC 

      330 Marshall Street, Suite 1000  

      Shreveport, Louisiana  71101 

      Telephone:  (318) 226-9100  

Facsimile:  (318) 424-5128 

      Email:  rjones@wwmlaw.com 

       

-AND- 

        

HOLTZMAN VOGEL BARAN TORCHINSKY  

 & JOSEFIAK, PLLC 

Jason B. Torchinsky* (VA Bar # 47481) 

2300 N. St. NW, Ste. 643A 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

Telephone:  (202) 737-8808 

 
2 To be clear, the parties’ request includes that the Court stay upcoming expert report deadlines for both 

Plaintiffs (scheduled for April 15, 2024) and Defendants (scheduled for May 15, 2024).  Should the Court 

deny this Joint Motion to Stay, the parties move in the alternative that the Court stay each of the deadlines 

contained in the January 31, 2024 Order, (Doc. 73), for an additional 30 days to avoid prejudice to the 

parties’ cases. 
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Email:  jtorchinsky@HoltzmanVogel.com 

 

      Phillip M. Gordon* (VA Bar # 95621) 

      Kenneth C. Daines* (D.C. Bar #1600753)   

      15405 John Marshall Hwy 

      Haymarket, VA 20169 

      Telephone:  (540) 341-8808 

      Facsimile:  (540) 341-8809 

      Email:  pgordon@HoltzmanVogel.com 

      Email:  kdaines@HoltzmanVogel.com 

 

*Admitted pro hac vice  

 

Counsel for Plaintiffs 

 

 

/s/ Carroll Devillier, Jr.___________ 

Carroll Devillier, Jr. (La. Bar #30477) 

Timothy W. Hardy (La. Bar #6550) 

Claude F. Reynaud, Jr. (La. Bar #11197) 

Jeanne C. Comeaux (La. Bar # 22999) 

Danielle L. Borel (La. Bar # 35669) 

BREAZEALE, SACHSE & WILSON, L.L.P. 

301 Main Street, Floor 23 (70801) 

Post Office Box 3197 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-3197 

Telephone:  (225) 387-4000 

Facsimile:  (225) 381-8029 

Email:  carroll.devillier@bswllp.com 

Email:  tim.hardy@bswllp.com 

Email:  claude.reynaud@bswllp.com 

Email:  jeanne.comeaux@bswllp.com 

Email:  danielle.borel@bswllp.com 

 

Peter J. Butler (La. Bar Roll # 18522) 

Thomas M. Benjamin (La. Bar Roll #18562) 

BREAZEALE, SACHSE & WILSON, L.L.P. 

909 Poydras Street, Suite1500 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 

Telephone: (504) 584-5454 

Facsimile: (504) 584-5452 

Email:  peter.butler.jr@bswllp.com 

Email:  thomas.benjamin@bswllp.com 

 

Counsel for Defendants DeSoto Parish and DeSoto 

Parish Police Jury  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that on April 10, 2024, I served the foregoing via email on all counsel of 

record by operation of the Court’s CM/ECF filing system. 

      /s/ __Reid A. Jones______________________ 

      Reid A. Jones 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

SHREVEPORT DIVISION 

 

DAVID B. MEANS, ET AL.  CIVIL ACTION NO. 5:23-cv-00669  

   

VERSUS  JUDGE DAVID C. JOSEPH 

   

DESOTO PARISH, ET AL.  MAGISTRATE JUDGE HORNSBY 

 

[PROPOSED] ORDER 

Considering the parties’ Joint Motion to Stay Pending Settlement Negotiations; 

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is GRANTED and all pending deadlines are hereby 

stayed pending the conclusion of settlement negotiations; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the parties shall submit another status report to the Court 

on or before April 30, 2024, to inform the Court regarding the progress of settlement and whether 

mediation might be beneficial, as well as subsequent status reports every thirty (30) days thereafter 

as necessary; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that upon conclusion of settlement negotiations, the parties 

shall immediately notify the Court regarding the outcome, including submission of a new proposed 

scheduling order if necessary.   

THUS DONE AND SIGNED on ___________________, 2024, in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      MAGISTRATE JUDGE MARK L. HORNSBY 

            WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 
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