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Petitioners submit this Reply in response to Legislative Respondents’ Brief 

in Opposition filed on February 18, 2018.  Specifically, Petitioners submit this 

reply solely to address Legislative Respondents’ contention that Petitioners’ Map 

A is not contiguous. 

The relevant portion of Petitioners’ Map A is depicted below.

 

The portions of the map designated as Point a and Point b are both within 

Chester County and in the proposed 16th District.  Point c is in Delaware County 

and in the proposed 1st District.  Legislative Respondents claim that Points a and b 

are not contiguous, but that is not so—they are connected through the Brandywine 

Creek in the lower-left portion of the above map.  Moreover, Point b, which is a 
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single census block, has zero population according to the 2010 Census. (Point b 

corresponds to the block ID number 420293031001044 in the block assignment 

files that Petitioners provided to the Court.) 

It is well established that contiguity can be established through water in 

appropriate circumstances.  See, e.g., Favors v. Cuomo, No. 11-CV-5632 DLI RR, 

2012 WL 928216, at *11 (E.D.N.Y. Mar. 12, 2012).  Such is appropriate here, 

since Point b is not connected to any other portion of Pennsylvania except through 

the Brandywine Creek.  In other words, it is impossible to create a contiguous 

district that includes Point b unless contiguity is established through water.  If 

Petitioners’ Map A is not contiguous, then neither Legislative Respondents’ map 

nor any other districting of Pennsylvania is either.  

Thus, Point b must be paired with another portion of Pennsylvania through 

the Brandywine Creek, and pairing it with Point a is appropriate given that they are 

both in Chester County.  Nonetheless, if this Court perceives this to be a problem, 

it can of course reassign the unpopulated Point b to be in the 1st District, or make 

any other adjustments the Court deems appropriate.  
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Dated:  February 18, 2018 Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Benjamin D. Geffen   
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CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC ACCESS POLICY 

          I hereby certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the Public 

Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania: Case Record of the 

Appellate and Trial Courts that require filing confidential information and 

documents differently than non-confidential information and documents.  

          I certify that the preceding Application and Brief do not contain confidential 

information.   

/s/ Benjamin D. Geffen                
Benjamin D. Geffen 

 
Dated: February 18, 2018 

 


