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Summary: Ron Jarmin (August 20, 2018) 

Questions on the census need to show a statutory or regulatory need, Tr. 17, as all 
questions on the decennial census are an imposition. Tr. 406-507.  Accordingly, the Census is 
obligated to use administrative records in lieu of direct data collection if possible. Tr. 59-60. Dr. 
Jarmin described alternatives that are less burdensome than the citizenship question to get data to 
meet DOJ’s stated need. Tr. 27-28, 48-49, 66-69. Technical meetings between the Census 
Bureau and the requesting agency are important to identify how best to meet the data need; in 
this case, there was no meeting with DOJ. Tr. 32-38, 58-62, 64-69, 88, 101, 105, 107-108, 37-3. 

In October 2017, Dr. Jarmin believed the process for adding questions to the 2020 census 
was closed. Tr. 378-379. Dr. Jarmin learned of the possibility of a citizenship question shortly 
before the Gary letter dated December 12, 2017. Tr. 21, 24-25, 377.  Dr. Jarmin was involved in 
finding stakeholders for Secretary Ross to speak with; since most stakeholders opposed the 
citizenship question, Jarmin sought out supporters for the record. Tr. 149, 153, 155, 408-409.  

There is a well-established process of adding questions to the census, which was not 
followed here. Tr. 44-46, 44-46, 47-48, 50-52, 54-56, 138-139.  There is typically a multi-year 
testing process for the census. Tr. 259-261. Testing is important and could have been done for 
citizenship question. Tr. 178-185, 223-224, 234-235.  Many factors can impact how a question 
performs on the census and its sensitivity, including the political climate and order of questions. 
Tr. 194, 197, 289-292. It is not fair to assume a question will perform the same on different 
surveys. Tr. 220-221. The Bureau has not analyzed whether citizenship question will perform the 
same on the decennial census as on ACS. Tr. 221-222.  In addition, there was an unusual absence 
of outside experts and census advisory committee input when deciding whether to add the 
citizenship question; the census advisory committees opposed adding it. Tr. 83-87, 236-257.    

The Census Bureau believed that Alternative D would result in poorer quality citizenship 
data. Tr. 143-145.  Dr. Jarmin agreed with the Census Bureau’s recommendations. Tr. 117-118, 
127-128, 405-406.  The Census Bureau found that administrative data is more accurate than self-
response data for citizenship data. Tr. 399.  The Bureau provided Commerce with evidence of 
populations that would have responded to census without the citizenship question, but would not 
with a citizenship question. Tr. 308-309. Dr. Jarmin explained that the citizenship question adds 
burden to the census and is very likely to lead to decline in self-response. Tr. 274, 278-280, 306-
307. Dr. Jarmin testified that he does not think the Census Bureau has analyzed the efficacy of its 
NRFU procedures for noncitizen households in comparison to other segments of the population. 
Tr. 280-284, 286-287.  

Secretary Ross was the genesis of Alternative D. Tr. 122, 124. Census Bureau staff never 
had substantive conversations with Commerce officials about Alternative D. Tr. 167-168, 169. 
The Census Bureau did not have substantive input into the Ross decision memo. Tr. 171, 173.  

Case 1:18-cv-02921-JMF   Document 511-1   Filed 11/07/18   Page 2 of 2



 
 

Exhibit 2 

Case 1:18-cv-02921-JMF   Document 511-2   Filed 11/07/18   Page 1 of 70



1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

2 SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

3 ---------------------------------------

NEW YORK IMMIGRATION COALITION, ET AL.,

4

Plaintiffs,

5 vs.        Case No. 1:18-CF-05025-JMF

6 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, ET AL.,

7 Defendants.

---------------------------------------

8

9 Washington, D.C.

10 Monday, August 20, 2018

11 Deposition of:

12 DR. RON JARMIN

13 called for oral examination by counsel for

14 Plaintiffs, pursuant to notice, at the office of

15 Arnold & Porter, 601 Massachusetts Avenue NW,

16 Washington, D.C., before KAREN LYNN JORGENSON,

17 RPR, CSR, CCR of Capital Reporting Company,

18 beginning at 9:03 a.m., when were present on

19 behalf of the respective parties:

20 Veritext Legal Solutions

Mid-Atlantic Region

1250 Eye Street NW - Suite 350

21 Washington, D.C.  20005

22
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1 A P P E A R A N C E S
On behalf of New York Immigration

2 Coalition, CASA De Maryland, American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee, ADC Research

3 Institute and Make the Road New York:
David Gersch, Esquire

4 Peter Grossi, Esquire
Caroline Kelly, Esquire

5 ARNOLD & PORTER
601 Massachusettes Avenue, NW

6 Washington, D.C. 20001
(202) 942-5316

7 david.gersch@arnoldporter.com
caroline.kelly@arnoldporter.com

8 peter.grossi@arnoldporter.com
9 On behalf of New York Immigration Coalition:

Sarah Brannon, Esquire
10 AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

915 15th Street, NW
11 Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 675-2337
12 sbrannon@aclu.org
13 On behalf of Kravitz Plaintiffs:

Karun Tilak, Esquire
14 COVINGTON & BURLINGTON

850 Tenth Street, NW
15 Washington, D.C. 20001

(202) 662-5458
16 ktilak@cov.com
17 On behalf of Los Angeles Unified School District:

Keith Yeomans, Esquire (Telephonically)
18 DANNIS WOLIVER KELLEY

115 Pine Avenue
19 Suite 500

Long Beach, California 90802
20 (562) 366-8500

kyeomans@dwkesq.com
21
22
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1 On behalf of County of Los Angeles:
      David I. Holtzman, Esquire

2       HOLLAND & KNIGHT
      50 California Street

3       Suite 2800
      San Francisco, California 94111

4       (415) 743-6909
      david.holtzman@hklaw.com

5
On behalf of Lupe Plaintiffs:

6       Denise Hulett, Esquire (Telephonically)
      Andrea Senteno, Esquire

7       MALDEF
      1016 16th Street, NW

8       Suite 100
      Washington, D.C. 20036

9       (202) 293-2828
      dhuelett@maldef.org

10       asenteno@maldef.org
11       Niyati Shah, Esquire

      Terry Minnis, Esquire
12       ASIAN AMERICANS ADVANCING JUSTICE

      1620 L Street, NW
13       Suite 1050

      Washington, D.C. 20036
14       (202) 296-2300

      nshah@advancingjustice-aajc.org
15       tmannis@advaningjustice-aajc.org
16 On behalf of City of San Jose & Black Alliance for

Just Immigration:
17       Andrew Case, Esquire

      MANATT, PHELPS & PHILLIPS
18       7 Times Square

      New York, New York 10036
19       (212) 790-4501

      acase@manatt.com
20
21
22

Page 6

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830

Case 1:18-cv-02921-JMF   Document 511-2   Filed 11/07/18   Page 7 of 70



1 On behalf of City of San Jose & Black Alliance for
Just Immigration continued:

2 John Libby, Esquire (Telephonically)
MANATT, PHELPS & PHILLIPS

3 11355 West Olympic Boulevard
Los Angeles, California 90064

4 (310) 312-4294
jlibby@manatt.com

5
Ezra Rosenberg, Esquire

6 David Brody, Esquire
Dorian Spence, Esquire

7 LAWYERS COMMITTEE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW
1401 New York Avenue, NW

8 Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20005

9 (202) 662-8345
erosenberg@lawyerscommittee.org

10 dbrody@lawyerscommittee.org
dspence@lawyerscommittee.org

11
On behalf of State of California:

12 Gabrielle Boutin, Esquire (Telephonically)
R. Matthew Wise, Esquire

13 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL

14 1300 I Street
P.O. Box 944255

15 Sacramento, California 94244
(916) 210-6053

16 gabrielle.boutin@doj.ca.gov
matthew.wise@doj.ca.gov

17
18
19
20
21
22
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1 On behalf of State of New York:
      Danielle Fidler, Esquire

2       Elena Goldstein, Esquire
      Ajay Saini, Esquire (Telephonically)

3       ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, ENVIRONMENTAL
      PROTECTION BUREAU

4       28 Liberty Street
      New York, New York 10005

5       (212) 416-8441
      danielle.fidler@ag.ny.gov

6       elena.goldstein@ag.ny.gov
      ajay.saini@ag.ny.gov

7
On behalf of Defendants:

8       Kate Bailey, Esquire
      Carlotta Wells, Esquire

9       U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
      20 Massachusetts Avenue

10       Washington, D.C. 20530
      (202) 305-9802

11       kate.bailey@usdoj.gov
      carlotte.wells@usdoj.gov

12
      Michael Cannon, Esquire

13       David M.S. Dewhirst,Esquire
      U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, OFFICE OF THE

14       ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL FOR FINANCE &
      LITIGATION

15       1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
      Room 5890

16       Washington, D.C. 20230
      (202) 482-5395

17       mcannon@doc.gov
      ddewhirst@doc.gov

18
      Miles Ryan, Esquire

19       U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, OFFICE OF THE
      CHIEF COUNSEL FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

20       4600 Silver Hill Road
      Washington, D.C. 20233

21       (301) 763-9844
      miles.f.ryan.iii@census.gov

22
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1 ALSO PRESENT:  Herman Habermann

Katherine Wallman

2

VIDEOGRAPHER:  Solomon Francis
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1               P R O C E E D I N G S

2 WHEREUPON,

3         MR. YEOMANS:  I'd like the same order as

4 Dr. Abowd.

5         VIDEOGRAPHER:  Good morning.  We're going

6 on the record at 9:03 a.m., August 20, 2018.  This

7 begins Media Unit 1 of the video recorded

8 deposition of Dr. Ron Jarmin taken in the matter

9 of New York Immigration Coalition, plaintiffs

10 v. U.S. Department of Commerce and all defendants,

11 Case Number is 1:18-CV-05025-JMF and

12 1:18-CV-2921-JMF filed in the U.S. District Court

13 for the Southern District of New York.

14         This deposition is being held at the law

15 office of Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer, LLP,

16 located 601 Massachusetts Avenue Northwest,

17 Washington D.C.

18         My name is Solomon Francis with the firm

19 of Veritext Legal Solutions.  I am the

20 videographer.  The court reporter is

21 Karen Jorgenson with Veritext Legal Solutions.

22 Counsels' appearances will be noted on the
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1 stenographic record.

2         Will the court reporter please swear in

3 the witness, and you may proceed?

4                  DR. RON JARMIN,

5 called as a witness, and having been first duly

6 sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

7         THE WITNESS:  Yes, I do.

8           EXAMINATION BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

9     Q   Can you please state your name for the

10 record?

11     A   Ron Jarmin.

12     Q   Good morning.  My name is

13 Elena Goldstein.  I'm one of the attorneys for the

14 State of New York in this case, and I'll be

15 starting the deposition today.

16         Have you ever been deposed before?

17     A   Not like this, no.

18     Q   So I'm just going to go through some of

19 the basic ground rules.  I'm going to ask, because

20 we have the court reporter who is taking down all

21 of my questions and your answers, that you ask --

22 answer questions orally rather than nodding your
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