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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ALBANY DIVISION
 

MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR., 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND 
REGISTRATION, 
 

Defendant. 
______________________________ 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 
 
CASE NO.: 1:14-CV-42 (WLS) 

 

ORDER 

 Before the Court is Plaintiff Wright’s Emergency Motion for an Injunction Pending 

Appeal and a Motion to Expedite briefing on the emergency motion, both filed on July 31, 

2018. (Docs. 218 & 219.) Previously, on March 17, 2018, the Court found that the Defendant’s 

method of elections violated the Voting Rights Act. (Doc. 198.) The Court then reset the 

election for the Sumter County Board of Education (“Sumter County”) to November 6, 2018, 

intending to set interim boundaries for Sumter County’s new districts. (Doc. 204.) Sumter 

County appealed both of those orders, which the Court found divested it of jurisdiction to set 

interim boundaries. (See Docs. 207 & 214.) Plaintiff now informs the Court that defense 

counsel has stated that the “drop-dead date” to remove the election from the November ballot 

is Friday, August 17, 2018. (Doc. 218 at 1.) Plaintiff asks that the Court enjoin the November 

election and set an expedited briefing schedule so that the motion, and any related motions, 

can be resolved before August 17, 2018. (See Docs. 218 & 219.) Plaintiff states that the Parties 

have conferred, but that Sumter County’s counsel requests at least ten days to respond to 

Plaintiff’s Motion for an Injunction. (Doc. 219 at 2.) Plaintiff, however, wants Defendant’s 

response to be filed by Friday, August 3 and his reply to be filed by Monday, August 6. (Id.)  

 The Court finds that an expedited schedule is necessary to allow the Motion for an 

Injunction to be resolved before the defense counsel’s stated drop-dead date, which is just 
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over two weeks away.   The facts of this case and the relevant law have already been extensively 

briefed by the Parties since this case was brought in 2014. Furthermore, plaintiff and defense 

counsel have shown themselves to be more than capable of responding to a motion in a short 

time frame, and, thus, Defendant’s request for ten days is unreasonable under the present 

circumstances.  

Accordingly, Plaintiff’s Motion to Expedite (Doc. 219) is GRANTED as follows: 

Sumter County’s response is due no later than Tuesday, August 7, 2018, and Plaintiff’s reply 

is due no later than Friday, August 10, 2018. The Parties shall also inform the Court no 

later than Friday, August 3, 2018 as to whether a hearing is necessary on the Motion for an 

Injunction (Doc. 218). 

SO ORDERED, this 2nd day of August 2018.    

      /s/ W. Louis Sands____________________ 
W. LOUIS SANDS, SR. JUDGE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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