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INTRODUCTION  

Plaintiffs move the Court in limine to preclude Defendants from introducing certain 

evidence or argument concerning purported justifications for the congressional map as passed in 

Senate Bill 865 (“S. 865”) that either are irrelevant to or would improperly confuse the issues.  

Specifically, Defendants should be precluded from arguing that the map can be defended as a 

partisan gerrymander because that claim is contrary to the evidence and was expressly rejected by 

legislative sponsors.1      

LEGAL STANDARD 

Under Federal Rule of Evidence 401, evidence is relevant at trial if: “(a) it has any tendency 

to make a fact more or less probable than it would be without the evidence; and (b) the fact is of 

consequence in determining the action.”  Fed. R. Evid. 401; see also Fed. R. Evid. 402 Advisory 

Comm. Notes (“[E]vidence which is not relevant is not admissible.”).  Rule 403 then gives the 

Court discretion to exclude relevant evidence if “its probative value is substantially outweighed 

by a danger of . . . unfair prejudice, confusing the issues, misleading the jury, undue delay, wasting 

time, or needlessly presenting cumulative evidence.”  Fed. R. Evid. 403.  The Rule 403 analysis 

requires courts to examine whether the introduction of certain evidence would be “distracting” to 

the “search for truth.”  Doali-Miller v. SuperValu, Inc., 855 F. Supp. 2d 510, 522 (D. Md. 2012).   

 
1 Pursuant to Local Rule 7.02, Plaintiffs state that the Parties, prior to this filing, met and conferred 

in good faith on September 1, 2022.  The Parties were unable to resolve the issues raised in this 

motion. 
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ARGUMENT 

I. Defendants Cannot Introduce Evidence or Argument That Partisan Advantage 

Motivated the Congressional Map in S. 865  

Both Plaintiffs’ racial gerrymandering and intentional discrimination claims require an 

assessment of the State’s underlying intent in passing its congressional map.  For Plaintiffs’ racial 

gerrymandering claim, once Plaintiffs demonstrate that racial considerations were a predominant 

factor in drafting the congressional map, “[t]he burden . . . shifts to the State to prove that its race-

based sorting of voters serves a ‘compelling interest’ and is ‘narrowly tailored’ to that end.”  

Cooper v. Harris, 137 S. Ct. 1455, 1464 (2017) (quoting Bethune-Hill v. Va. State Bd. of Elections, 

137 S. Ct. 788, 800–01 (2017)).  Similarly, once Plaintiffs demonstrate that race was a motivating 

factor after weighing the factors laid out in Village of Arlington Heights v. Metropolitan Housing 

Development Corp., 429 U.S. 252 (1977), “the burden . . . ‘shifts to the law’s defenders to 

demonstrate that the law would have been enacted without this factor.’”  N.C. State Conf. of 

NAACP v. McCrory, 831 F.3d 204, 233 (4th Cir. 2016) (quoting Hunter v. Underwood, 471 U.S. 

222, 228 (1985)).  “A court assesses whether a law would have been enacted without a racially 

discriminatory motive by considering the substantiality of the state’s proffered non-racial interest 

and how well the law furthers that interest.”  McCrory, 831 F. 3d at 233–34.   

Over the course of the redistricting process, the sponsors and leading proponents of S. 865 

advanced a variety of justifications—sometimes written, sometimes publicized—for the map.  But 

they also expressly disclaimed others.  Of particular significance, leading sponsors in both the 

Senate and the House expressly denied that the map was a partisan gerrymander or that the map 

was motivated by partisanship.  For example, Representative Wallace “Jay” Jordan, who chaired 
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the House Ad Hoc Redistricting Committee and was the leading sponsor of S.865, defended the 

map on the floor stating: 

So, I will tell you that no partisan group, national or otherwise, were involved in 

the drafting of this plan.  None of that outside partisan stuff took place in this 

process. 

Exhibit A, SCNAACP_CD_006560 (Jan. 12, 2022 House Proc.) at 55:24–56:10.2 

Similarly, Senator George Campsen, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee and one 

of the three Senators who led the effort to pass S. 865, expressly denied that the map was a partisan 

gerrymander: 

So those two, District 6 and 1, underwent fairly significant changes in population 

and -- but the demographic and partisan makeup of each district is substantially 

similar to the benchmark, meaning the 2012 plan. 

. . . . 

Now I want to also address the issue of some allegations of partisan 

gerrymandering.  I’d like to give some numbers that I think will demonstrate that 

that’s really not the case. 

In the 1st District, if you look at the Trump vote in the 1st, under the benchmark it 

was 53.03 percent. 

That’s the benchmark Trump vote in 2020. 

Under Amendment 1, the vote would be 54.39 percent.  That’s an increase of only 

1.36 percent.  If you look at Amendment 2 that’s going to be presented later, it goes 

from 53.03 percent Trump to 48.17 percent Trump, as far as the political numbers 

go. 

Exhibit B, SCNAACP_CD_006914 (Jan. 20, 2022 Senate Proc.) at 9:7–11, 25:20–26:6. 

 
2 Relatedly, at the January 19, 2022 Senate Judiciary Committee meeting, in response to a question 

from Senator Bright Matthews as to whether the “House Plan to Senate Amendment 1” is “the 

same map that was presented and recommended by the National Republican Party,” Senator 

George “Chip” Campsen responded: “No, it’s not.”  Exhibit C, SCNAACP_CD_006846 (Jan. 19, 

2022 Senate Judiciary Comm. Proc.) at 29:10–30:1. 
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Even during his deposition, which took place after S. 865 was signed into law, 

Representative Jordan described how partisanship did not factor into congressional redistricting:   

Q. I know we talked earlier about partisan considerations.  Was maintaining a 6:1 

Republican advantage in congress at all a criteria factor for the Ad Hoc Committee 

in creation of this map? 

A. No. 

…. 

Q. And why do you think it was beneficial to not have partisan groups involved in 

the drafting of the plan? 

A. To me, it’s always made more sense, you know, as members of the General 

Assembly, we are tasked with the responsibility of completing redistricting.  Now, 

certainly we’ll take input, as we did in this process, through various organizations, 

but ultimately the responsibility falls to the General Assembly.  And it’s not a 

partisan task; it’s a statewide process, that we didn’t necessarily need any help from 

a partisan group. 

Exhibit D, W. Jordan Dep. (July 21, 2022) at 279:17–21, 280:5–25, 282:22–283:18, 375:12–16, 

419:12–25.3  

Additionally, throughout the redistricting process, Senator Luke Rankin, the Chair of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee and Senate Judiciary Redistricting Subcommittee, repeatedly 

emphasized that congressional redistricting was a “bipartisan” process.  See, e.g., Exhibit E, 

SCNAACP_CD_005454 (Oct. 21, 2021 Senate Jud. Redistricting Subcomm. Meeting) at 2:19–22 

(“And as I’ve said over and over and it bears repeating again, again, this is a bipartisan group 

representing all parts of the State.”).  Key legislative staff also disclaimed that the map was drawn 

for partisan advantage.  See, e.g., Exhibit F, A. Fiffick Dep. (July 21, 2022) at 136:3–9.  

 
3 Pursuant to the consent confidentiality order, House Defendants designated certain portions of 

Mr. Jordan’s deposition as confidential.  Plaintiffs noted their objections.  Plaintiffs are attaching 

blank, placeholder versions of Exhibit D and sending a true version of the relevant deposition 

transcript pages to the Court via email for in camera review. 
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These statements are significant because Defendants have indicated that, contrary to this 

evidence, they intend to defend the map as a partisan gerrymander.  For example, their summary 

judgment brief advances the argument that the General Assembly intended to create a “political 

advantage” that “animated the General Assembly’s line-drawing decisions” and constituted a 

“‘legitimate political objective’ . . . when it pursued the goal of preserving and strengthening the 

6-1 Republican-Democratic composition that existed under the Benchmark Plan.”  ECF 323 at 16, 

20.  

Contrary to Defendants’ current, post-hoc position, S. 865’s supporters expressly 

disclaimed that their map was a partisan gerrymander.4  Evidence about how legislators sought to 

maintain a “political advantage” is therefore irrelevant.5  Here, the justification of S.865 as partisan 

is contrary to the evidentiary record and is irrelevant.  Given the record from the congressional 

redistricting process, Defendants should be precluded from presenting evidence or argument that 

S. 865 serves any interest that was directly denied and refuted by those who advanced the 

legislation through the General Assembly during its consideration.  

Alternatively, even if the Court finds that evidence or argument regarding Defendants’ 

partisan interests when drafting the congressional map in S. 865 has some relevance to Plaintiffs’ 

 
4 See Pls.’ Mot. in Limine to Preclude Defs. From Introducing Evidence or Argument Regarding 

Post Hoc Rationales for Congressional Map at 4–5.   

5 Even under rational basis review, the Supreme Court has repeatedly held that “a court may . . . 

reject the government’s proffered interest as the motivation behind challenged legislation . . . 

where legislative history . . . makes clear that the government is running afoul of the legislation’s 

true purpose.”  Associated Builders & Contractors, E. Pa. Chapter, Inc. v. Cnty. of Northampton, 

376 F. Supp. 3d 476, 500 (E.D. Pa. 2019), aff’d sub nom. Associated Builders & Contractors E. 

Pa. Chapter Inc. v. Cnty. of Northampton, 808 F. App’x 86 (3d Cir. 2020) (collecting cases).  For 

instance, in Jimenez v. Weinberger, the Supreme Court rejected the state interest that the 

government articulated during litigation to the extent that it contradicted statements made by the 

Legislature.  417 U.S. 628, 636 (1974). 
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claims, this evidence should be excluded under Rule 403.  Here, evidence or argument related to 

the Defendants’ partisan motivations have minimal probative value because S. 865’s supporters 

expressly denied that partisanship was a driving factor during the redistricting process.  See, e.g., 

League of Women Voters v. Hargett, 400 F. Supp. 3d 706, 722 (M.D. Tenn. 2019) (emphasizing 

“the importance of actual state interests” in evaluating voting restrictions).  Evidence and 

arguments leveraged to support a state interest that was expressly rejected by legislators risk 

“distracting” away from the genuine motivation behind S. 865.  Doali-Miller, 855 F. Supp. 2d at 

522. 

Accordingly, Defendants should not be allowed to introduce any evidence or argument that 

“political advantage” was an interest underlying S. 865.   

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated above, Plaintiffs’ motion in limine should be granted. 
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Dated:  September 2, 2022  Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Leah C. Aden** 

Stuart Naifeh** 

Raymond Audain** 

John S. Cusick** 

NAACP LEGAL DEFENSE & 

EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

40 Rector St, 5th Fl. 

NY, NY 10006 

Tel.: (212) 965-7715 

laden@naacpldf.org 

 

/s/ Santino Coleman 

Santino Coleman*** Fed. ID. 11914 

Antonio L. Ingram II** 

NAACP LEGAL DEFENSE & 

EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

700 14th St, Ste. 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

Tel.: (202) 682-1300 

aingram@naacpldf.org  

 

Adriel I. Cepeda Derieux** 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

FOUNDATION 

125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 

New York, NY 10004  

Tel.: (212) 549-2500 

acepedaderieux@aclu.org 

 

John A. Freedman** 

Elisabeth S. Theodore* 

Gina M. Colarusso** 

John M. Hindley** 

ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE SCHOLER 

LLP 

601 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

Tel: (202) 942-5000 

john.freedman@arnoldporter.com 

 

* Motion for admission Pro Hac Vice 

forthcoming 

** Admitted Pro Hac Vice 

 

Christopher J. Bryant, Fed. ID 12538 

BRYANT LEGAL, LLC 

126 W. Henrietta St. 

Baltimore, MD 21230 

Tel.: (843) 779-5444 

chris@bryant.legal.com  

 

Somil B. Trivedi** 

Patricia Yan** 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

FOUNDATION 

915 15th St., NW 

Washington, DC 20005 

Tel.: (202) 457-0800 

strivedi@aclu.org 

 

Allen Chaney, Fed. ID 13181 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

Charleston, SC 29413-0998 

Tel.: (843) 282-7953 

Fax: (843) 720-1428 

achaney@aclusc.org 

 

Jeffrey A. Fuisz** 

Paula Ramer** 

ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE SCHOLER LLP 

250 West 55th Street 

New York, NY 10019 

Tel: (212) 836-8000 

jeffrey.fuisz@arnoldporter.com 

 

Sarah Gryll** 

ARNOLD & PORTER KAYE SCHOLER LLP 

70 West Madison Street, Suite 4200 

Chicago, IL 60602-4231 

Tel: (312) 583-2300 

sarah.gryll@arnoldporter.com 

 

Counsel for Plaintiffs the South Carolina 

Conference of the NAACP and Taiwan Scott 
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remotely from South Carolina) 

 

Janette M. Louard* 

Anthony P. Ashton* 

Anna Kathryn Barnes** 

NAACP OFFICE OF THE GENERAL 

COUNSEL 

4805 Mount Hope Drive  

Baltimore, MD 21215 

Tel: (410) 580-5777 

jlouard@naacpnet.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 

I hereby certify that on September 2, 2022, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 

served on all counsel of record by electronic mail.  

 

       /s/ Santino Coleman 

Santino Coleman 
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Page 1
·1· · ·UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT DISTRICT OF SOUTH

·2· · · · · · · ·CAROLINA COLUMBIA DIVISION

·3

·4· · · · Case No.: 3:21-cv-03302-JMC-TJH-RMG

·5

·6· ·THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE CONFERENCE OF THE NAACP,

·7· ·And TAIWAN SCOTT, on behalf of himself and all

·8· ·other similarly situated persons,

·9

10· · · · · · ·Plaintiffs,

11· · · · v.

12

13· ·HENRY D. MCMASTER, in his official capacity as

14· ·Governor of South Carolina; HARVEY PEELER, in his

15· ·official capacity as President of the Senate;

16· ·LUKE A. RANKIN, in his official capacity as

17· ·Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee; JAMES

18· ·H. LUCAS, in his official capacity as Speaker of

19· ·the House of Representatives; CHRIS MURPHY, in

20· ·his official capacity as Chairman of the House of

21· ·Representatives Judiciary Committee; WALLACE H.

22· ·JORDAN, in his official capacity as Chairman of

23· ·the House of Representatives Elections Law

24· ·Subcommittee; HOWARD KNABB, in his official

25· ·capacity as interim Executive Director of the

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
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·1· ·South Carolina State Election Commission; JOHN

·2· ·WELLS, JOANNE DAY, CLIFFORD J. ELDER, LINDA

·3· ·MCCALL, and SCOTT MOSELEY, in their official

·4· ·capacities as members of the South Carolina State

·5· ·Election Commission,

·6

·7· · · · · · ·Defendants.

·8

·9· · · · · · Transcription of Video File:

10· · · ·20220112HHouseofRepresentatives11637_1

11· · · · · · · Date:· January 12, 2022

12· · · · · · · · ·Runtime:· 3:25:42

13· · · · · · Transcription Begins:· 40:00

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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·1· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Hand it to

·2· ·Jordan.

·3· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· (Inaudible) hand it to

·4· ·him.

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· (Inaudible)

·6· ·lawyer to my (inaudible).

·7· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· You ready?

·8· · · · CLERK REID:· Yes, sir.· Sorry about

·9· ·that (inaudible).

10· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· No, it’s all right.

11· ·It’s all right.

12· · · · CLERK REID:· (Inaudible).

13· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· (Inaudible) so,

14· ·(inaudible).· Okay.· Well, let me -- let me

15· ·see (inaudible).· (Inaudible) make one.

16· ·Clerk will read.· House will be in order,

17· ·you may want to hear this.

18· · · · CLERK CROMER:· House Resolution by the

19· ·Rules Committee, Committee Bill setting for

20· ·special order Senate 865.· This is House

21· ·Resolution 4781.

22· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Members, this is House

23· ·Resolution 4081, setting for special order,

24· ·Senate Bill 865.· I'm going to repres-- I'm

25· ·going to recognize Ms. Thayer to explain the

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
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·1· ·resolution.· Ms. Thayer is recognized.· The

·2· ·House will come to order.

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THAYER:· Thank you so

·4· ·much, Mr. Speaker.· As you know in the past,

·5· ·when we’ve talked about redistricting, we’ve

·6· ·come before you and we’ve set that for

·7· ·special order.· And we’re here to do that

·8· ·today as well.· Today of course, we’ll be

·9· ·discussing the congressional lines, once we

10· ·pass the special order, --

11· · · · CLERK CROMER:· Thank --

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THAYER:· -- if it

13· ·passes, then we will take it up immediately.

14· ·Thank you.

15· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Thank you, Ms. Thayer.

16· ·Pending question -- pending question -- yes,

17· ·sir?

18· · · · CLERK CROMER:· Mr. Hill.

19· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Yes sir, Mr. Hill?

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE HILL:· Thank you, Mr.

21· ·Speaker.· I was wondering, I'm not seeing

22· ·this on our dashboard, and I don’t have a

23· ·copy of it, would it be possible to have

24· ·this read?

25· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Is it -- is --?· So,

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
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·1· ·Mr. Hill, it’s not a bill, it’s a

·2· ·resolution.· We don’t have to read it; I'm

·3· ·going to read it.· That H. 865, relating to

·4· ·the Bill to establish districts from which

·5· ·the members of the congressional districts

·6· ·are elected, beginning with the 2022 general

·7· ·election, is set by special order for second

·8· ·reading consideration on Wednesday, January

·9· ·12th, 2022, immediately following adoption

10· ·of the special-order resolution.· And to

11· ·provide following the roll call on each

12· ·legislative day thereafter, for continuing

13· ·special order consideration until S. 865 is

14· ·given third reading or other disposition.

15· · · · That's the resolution from the Rules

16· ·Committee.· The pending question is the

17· ·adoption of the resolution.· All in favor

18· ·say, “aye.”

19· · · · ALL:· Aye.

20· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Opposed, no? The aye’s

21· ·have it.· All right, members if you would

22· ·turn to your calendar, we’re on page two --

23· ·the middle of page two, that's Senate Bill

24· ·865, relating to congressional

25· ·reapportionment.· Mr. Jordan?· Wait a minute

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
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·1· ·-- hold --

·2· · · · CLERK CROMER:· The Amendment.

·3· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· All right, we have an

·4· ·amendment on the desk, it’s Amendment 1.

·5· ·The Amendment is from the Judiciary

·6· ·Committee.· I'm going to recognize Mr.

·7· ·Jordan to explain the Amendment.

·8· · · · CLERK REID:· (Inaudible).

·9· · · · CLERK CROMER:· Yes, sir.

10· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Hold on a minute.

11· ·(Inaudible) Amendment 1, it’s a committee

12· ·amendment.· Mr. Jordan is recognized to

13· ·explain the Amendment.· House will be in

14· ·order.· Members are going to want to hear

15· ·this.· Mr. Jordan is recognized.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Thank you, Mr.

17· ·Speaker.· As you all know, I’ve had the

18· ·privilege of chairing the Redistricting Ad

19· ·Hoc Committee.· I want to recognize my

20· ·colleagues today, Representative Henegan,

21· ·Representative (Inaudible) are you pointing

22· ·at me, or are you --?

23· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 2:· No.· We can’t

24· ·hear.

25· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 3:· We can’t hear

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
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·1· ·back there.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Representative

·3· ·Henegan, Representative Bernstein,

·4· ·Representative Newton, Representative

·5· ·Elliott, Representative Bamberg,

·6· ·Representative -- and Representative

·7· ·Collins.· I can tell you, members, that

·8· ·we’ve spent the last five months working on

·9· ·the very important task of redistricting on

10· ·behalf of the House.· I want to thank them

11· ·for all their hard work over these past

12· ·several months, as well as our staff, and

13· ·other members who have assisted in this

14· ·process.

15· · · · I am pleased to be here presenting the

16· ·final component of South Carolina’s

17· ·redistricting plans, for this, the United

18· ·States congressional districts.· The Ad Hoc

19· ·Committee was responsible for providing this

20· ·body with a framework for redistricting

21· ·these seven congressional districts,

22· ·following a release of the 2020 census data.

23· ·Which we are here, of course, to take up

24· ·today, just as we did for the House

25· ·districts that were recently enacted.· As

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
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·1· ·you all just recently went through a similar

·2· ·process for the House districts, you are

·3· ·well aware that this is a very challenging,

·4· ·time consuming, but also vitally important

·5· ·issue for our state, so that we can or-- in

·6· ·order to protect the one person, one vote

·7· ·ideal in South Carolina’s seven United

·8· ·States congressional districts.· The same

·9· ·ideal that get -- that guided our

10· ·development of the 124 House districts.  I

11· ·firmly believe that the plan that has been

12· ·advanced here today accords with that goal,

13· ·and other -- the other guidelines and

14· ·criteria that I will talk to you about this

15· ·afternoon.

16· · · · Let me first provide the House

17· ·membership with an update on the activities

18· ·of the Ad Hoc Committee, that ultimately led

19· ·to the -- to the development of this

20· ·proposed plan.· For those members that are

21· ·like me and have not gone through prior

22· ·redistricting -- a prior redistricting

23· ·cycle, it is important to understand that

24· ·this process would have, of course, begun

25· ·much sooner, but largely due to the
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·1· ·(inaudible) -- due to the disruption of the

·2· ·pandemic, the United States Census Bureau

·3· ·was delayed by several months in its release

·4· ·of the 2020 census data.· Which of course

·5· ·impacted the timing of redistricting here in

·6· ·South Carolina.

·7· · · · While the census results are usually

·8· ·released in the spring, the Census Bureau

·9· ·did not provide the public raw data in its

10· ·final format to the states until September

11· ·16th of 2021.· We could not begin the

12· ·mechanics of actually examining the

13· ·population changes and drawing new districts

14· ·until we had that data.· Now, although the

15· ·final data was delayed several months, the

16· ·Ad Hoc Committee was formed, and we started

17· ·right on in the process in early August.· As

18· ·you can see, as I listed out earlier, a bi-

19· ·partisan membership was asked to work the

20· ·front lines of redistricting.· My colleagues

21· ·represent constituents across the state.

22· ·Representative Henegan from District 54,

23· ·representing Chester, Darlington, and

24· ·Marlboro.· Representative Collins, from

25· ·District 5, representing Pickens.
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·1· ·Representative Elliott, from District 22,

·2· ·representing Greenville.· Representative

·3· ·Bamberg, from District 90, representing

·4· ·Bamberg, Barnwell, and Colleton.

·5· ·Representative Newton, from District 120,

·6· ·representing Beaufort and Jasper.

·7· ·Representative Bernstein, from right here in

·8· ·Richland County, in District 78.· And of

·9· ·course, District 63, which I represent in

10· ·Florence.· I think our process benefited

11· ·greatly from the composition of this

12· ·committee, and each and every one of us put

13· ·in countless hours, and thousands of miles

14· ·in our work on redistricting.

15· · · · Going back to August, the Ad Hoc

16· ·Committee first met to adopt the 2021

17· ·redistricting criteria and guidelines that

18· ·would be used in the process, drawing both

19· ·the 124 House districts and the seven

20· ·congressional districts.· Then in early

21· ·September, we undertook the task of

22· ·traveling throughout the state, to meet with

23· ·South Carolinians and hear from them

24· ·directly and in person, about what was

25· ·important to them and their communities, as
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·1· ·we worked on the maps.· These public hearing

·2· ·were held in 10 cities across the state,

·3· ·beginning in Myrtle Beach, then onto

·4· ·Florence, Rockhill, Greenville, North

·5· ·Charleston, Bluffton, Aiken, Greenwood, and

·6· ·Orangeburg.· Finally, before coming to

·7· ·Columbia and holding two hearings here in

·8· ·the Block Building, so that we can

·9· ·accommodate virtual participation.· We heard

10· ·from many individual citizens, as -- and

11· ·also, a number of our colleagues who came to

12· ·speak, and the Committee very much

13· ·appreciated the active participation in the

14· ·public, as well as our colleagues.

15· · · · The issue raised during these hearings

16· ·were important, in order to fully consider

17· ·both the House and the congressional

18· ·districts.· And we took note and paid in--

19· ·paid great attention to what South

20· ·Carolinians had to say.· We also received

21· ·hundreds of pages of written testimony from

22· ·the public on both staff plans, as well as

23· ·the plans submitted by the public.· Our

24· ·staff, let me tell you, they did a

25· ·phenomenal job.· They worked hard to keep
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·1· ·the House website updated with all the

·2· ·information activities that related to

·3· ·redistricting.· And I commend them for their

·4· ·hard work and commitment to the process.

·5· · · · With all the testimony, written

·6· ·submissions, maps from the public, it was

·7· ·then our primary task to account for the

·8· ·population changes in South Carolina since

·9· ·2010 and address the ways in which our

10· ·current House and congressional districts no

11· ·longer accorded with the necessary,

12· ·constitutional and legal principles.· The

13· ·census data revealed that while South

14· ·Carolina continues to grow and attract new

15· ·residents, the growth is not consistent

16· ·across the state, and there were significant

17· ·movements in population densities in that

18· ·last ten years.· For example, the suburbs of

19· ·Charlotte are pushing South, and spilling

20· ·into Northern York and Lancaster Counties,

21· ·and there has been tremendous growth in that

22· ·area.· As with the coastal areas, such as

23· ·Myrtle Beach and Charleston, also tremendous

24· ·growth.· However, we learned that there were

25· ·areas of our state that lost significant
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·1· ·amounts of population.· These movements

·2· ·impacted a number of districts, which meant

·3· ·we had work to do to bring House and

·4· ·congressional districts into conformance

·5· ·with our principles of equality.

·6· · · · Now, let me speak for a moment on these

·7· ·principles.· I’ve mentioned a couple times,

·8· ·I'm sure you all know, that when it comes to

·9· ·the task of redistricting there are in fact

10· ·overriding constitutional mandates that

11· ·guide our work.· The equal population clause

12· ·of the United States Constitution, which

13· ·requires apportionment of representatives on

14· ·a population basis, and the 14th Amendment’s

15· ·equal protection clause, which requires that

16· ·we make an honest and good faith effort to

17· ·construct legislative districts as nearly of

18· ·equal population as is practicable.· The

19· ·redistricting of congressional districts,

20· ·however, do not allow for the small

21· ·deviations as the legislative districts, and

22· ·every effort must be made to achieve strict

23· ·equality of population.· The congressional

24· ·districts proposed are within a deviation of

25· ·one person from that ideal.
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·1· · · · I will tell you, it is extremely

·2· ·difficult to balance districts with hundreds

·3· ·of thousands of people within one person of

·4· ·that ideal, using census blocks that are

·5· ·determined by the Census Bureau.· And I

·6· ·remind you that that's a determination

·7· ·beyond our control.· In addition to those

·8· ·Federal Constitutional mandates, our South

·9· ·Carolina Constitution mandates free and

10· ·equal elections.· And the Voting Rights Act

11· ·prohibits voting practices that discriminate

12· ·on the basis of race, color, or membership

13· ·in a language minority group.· With these

14· ·federal and state principles in mind, and

15· ·prioritized in our process, the 2021

16· ·redistricting guidelines and criteria also

17· ·incorporated the redistricting principles

18· ·that you heard me mention before.

19· ·Compactness, contiguity, respect--

20· ·respecting of communities of interest, as

21· ·well as incumbency considerations.

22· · · · Our 2021 guidelines were modeled from

23· ·the 2011 guidelines, and took into

24· ·consideration important court decisions,

25· ·such as the Federal District Court in
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·1· ·Colleton County Council v. McConnell.· As we

·2· ·worked on these maps, we strove to maintain

·3· ·county boundaries when possible, and I will

·4· ·tell you particularly true of smaller

·5· ·counties.· We also tried to minimize splits

·6· ·in precincts such as in cities and voting

·7· ·precincts.· I realize, it may seem easy to

·8· ·improve lines and divisions when focused on

·9· ·one area or region, but it has been our job,

10· ·and is not this body’s job, to consider the

11· ·entire state.· And when an improvement of --

12· ·on point A leads to disruptions of point B

13· ·through G, I would argue that's not really

14· ·an improvement, or certainly not one that we

15· ·can adopt.

16· · · · So, based on the 2020 census results,

17· ·the ideal population for each of the

18· ·congressional districts is 731,204.· The

19· ·population changes I discussed meant that

20· ·Congressional District 1 was nearly 12%

21· ·above the ideal population, and

22· ·Congressional District 6 was more than 11.5%

23· ·under the ideal population.· The remaining

24· ·congressional districts were within four

25· ·percent of the ideal population.· This
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·1· ·allowed us to use the same general district

·2· ·boundaries as ten years ago, with some

·3· ·adjustments to account for those population

·4· ·shifts I referenced earlier.· This mainly

·5· ·occurred in District 1 and District 6, which

·6· ·had the most significant population changes,

·7· ·but could be nearly balanced between each

·8· ·other.

·9· · · · While I think it’s self-evident, let me

10· ·explain for the record that the Ad Hoc

11· ·Committee, and the Judiciary Committee chose

12· ·to focus on and pursue a plan for the House

13· ·districts before turning to the

14· ·congressional districts.· We certainly

15· ·solicited and collected public input on both

16· ·maps throughout the process, but in terms of

17· ·our time and attention in drawing new maps,

18· ·we worked on and developed the House plan,

19· ·before picking up the task for Congress.

20· · · · To provide further background specific

21· ·to the congressional maps, I want to explain

22· ·the timeline the Ad Hoc Committee -- of the

23· ·Ad Hoc Committee, and the Judiciary

24· ·Committee, that has brought us to this

25· ·point.· The House plan was approved by the
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·1· ·House on December 6th, 2021.· The map

·2· ·recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee

·3· ·underwent several amendments before the

·4· ·final version was adopted.· Following a

·5· ·proposed amendment by the Senate to include

·6· ·the Senate’s plan for its legislative

·7· ·districts, we concurred on December 9th, and

·8· ·H. 4493 was sent to Governor McMaster.· On

·9· ·December 13th, the Ad Hoc Committee posted

10· ·an initial staff draft plan --

11· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Mr. Jordan, let me

12· ·interrupt you just a minute.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, sir.

14· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· House will be in order.

15· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 4:· Thank you, Mr.

16· ·Speaker.

17· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· House will be in order

18· ·and continue to be in order.· Mr. Jordan?

19· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 4:· Thank you, Mr.

20· ·Speaker.

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Thank you, Mr.

22· ·Speaker.· On December 13th, the Ad Hoc

23· ·Committee posted an initial staff draft plan

24· ·for the congressional districts, as well as

25· ·the Senate’s staff plan, as a point of
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·1· ·comparison, in order that we could receive

·2· ·input on a congressional plan.· The Senate

·3· ·had previously released its staff plan in

·4· ·November, and it’s Redistricting Committee

·5· ·held a hearing to receive public comments

·6· ·just after Thanksgiving.· The initial staff

·7· ·plan posted by the Ad Hoc Committee on

·8· ·December 13th, presented a fairly

·9· ·significant change to the landscape of South

10· ·Carolina’s congressional districts.· While

11· ·the Senate’s plan, more closely resembled

12· ·the congressional districts that were

13· ·enacted ten years ago.

14· · · · On December 16th, the Ad Hoc Committee

15· ·held a hearing to receive feedback and take

16· ·public testimony, regarding the initial

17· ·staff plan, as well as the Senate’s staff

18· ·plan.· We did not take any formal action at

19· ·that meeting, and instead allowed time for

20· ·further input from the public and interested

21· ·parties.· From there, the Committee receive-

22· ·- ended up receiving hundreds of pages of

23· ·written testimony concerned about, and

24· ·vocally objecting to, the proposed movement

25· ·of Beaufort County back into District 2,
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·1· ·after having been in District 1 for the past

·2· ·ten years.· I'm not talking about a few

·3· ·emails are a couple letters, it was sub-- a

·4· ·substantial -- I was a high volume of

·5· ·testimony to that affect.· My understanding

·6· ·is Representative Newton would personally

·7· ·attest to a significant volume of emails,

·8· ·and concerns he received as a representative

·9· ·of Beaufort County.· The sheer volume of

10· ·comments was vastly -- excuse me, the sheer

11· ·volume of comments vastly outnumbered those

12· ·received from any other region of the

13· ·proposed map.

14· · · · On December 22nd, the Ad Hoc Committee

15· ·posted a second plan, which we have all

16· ·called, “Staff Alternative Plan 1,” which

17· ·sought to address the comments and concern

18· ·raised to us, such as in Beaufort County.

19· ·And also, more closely aligns with the

20· ·Senate’s original staff draft plan, and as a

21· ·result of the configuration of the

22· ·congressional districts as approved by the

23· ·2011 plan.

24· · · · Again, I think it’s important to take

25· ·into consideration that unlike our House map
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·1· ·-- House map, the congressional map is the

·2· ·one that we must undertake together with our

·3· ·colleagues in the Senate.· We do not have

·4· ·total autonomy over this map, and without

·5· ·agreement we would have been unable to adopt

·6· ·a congressional plan.· That said, we believe

·7· ·altern-- our alternative plan makes several

·8· ·improvements to the Senate's original draft

·9· ·plan, including unifying Calhoun,

10· ·Orangeburg, and Jasper Counties.

11· · · · On to December 29th, the Ad Hoc

12· ·Committee hold a second hearing, dedicated

13· ·to the congressional plans, in order to

14· ·receive further public input on both plans

15· ·that had been put forward by the Committee.

16· ·Again, -- again, at this hearing we took no

17· ·action, and continued to receive written

18· ·testimony through January the 9th of ’22.

19· ·The submissions were received, and again, a

20· ·significant amount of feedback from the

21· ·residents of Beaufort, this time supporting

22· ·the Second, or Alternative Plan, which

23· ·retained Beaufort County in District 1.

24· · · · On Monday, January 10th, the Ad Hoc

25· ·Committee convened for a third time on the
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·1· ·plan for congressional districts, and voted

·2· ·to amend S. 865 with what is called, “the

·3· ·Staff Alternative Plan 1,” and gave it a

·4· ·favorable report to Ju-- to Judiciary on

·5· ·House 4492.· From there, the Judiciary

·6· ·Committee voted in favor of advancing 4492

·7· ·to this body, and we are here today.

·8· · · · Unlike the House plan, we did not

·9· ·receive any proposed amendments, and I am

10· ·not aware of any members requesting

11· ·amendments to either of the proposed

12· ·congressional maps between December 13th and

13· ·today.· There was certainly good discussion

14· ·within the committees earlier this week.

15· ·And hearing from my colleagues and taking to

16· ·heart their concerns, I still firmly believe

17· ·that the plan presented here is the

18· ·necessary next step to achieve the

19· ·fundamental, constitutional goal -- thank

20· ·you --

21· · · · CLERK CROMER:· Uh-huh.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- of equality

23· ·in voting, and in a -- and is in accordance

24· ·with the guidelines and criteria adopted for

25· ·this redistricting cycle, and complies with
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·1· ·the United States Constitution, the South

·2· ·Carolina Constitution, as well as federal

·3· ·and state law.

·4· · · · We worked to incorporate concerns from

·5· ·citizens and communities across South

·6· ·Carolina and tried to account for

·7· ·communities of interest.· The proposed

·8· ·congressional districts generally adhere to

·9· ·the previous boundaries that were

10· ·sufficiently contiguous and compact, to be

11· ·approved by the Department of Justice and

12· ·past judicial scrutiny in 2011.· I would

13· ·also argue that we made important

14· ·improvements by unifying counties, such as

15· ·Newberry and Orangeburg, from that 2011

16· ·plan.· Our proposed congressional plan keeps

17· ·all but 10 counties and seven voting

18· ·precincts whole, which are all improvements

19· ·over 2000-- over the 2011 plan.

20· · · · The plan before you also provides, or

21· ·improves, the compactness of District 2

22· ·versus what was first proposed in the

23· ·initial staff plan.· It keeps the coastal

24· ·communities of Hilton Head and Charleston

25· ·together, which encompasses many shared
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·1· ·social, economic, and environmental

·2· ·interests.· This is evidence by the public

·3· ·input.· Further, this plan reduces the

·4· ·numbers -- the number of points into

·5· ·Charleston County from District 6.

·6· · · · Also, let me Address some of the

·7· ·questions posed by the Committee members

·8· ·earlier this week.· We heard concerns to the

·9· ·effect that the second map posted was a

10· ·replacement, and somehow took the place of

11· ·the first map.· The two maps were at all

12· ·times on the same footing.· We simply drew a

13· ·second map, that offered an alternative

14· ·version of redistricting for the

15· ·congressional districts.· Both of these maps

16· ·were to be considered, and in my view, were

17· ·considered by the public, by our members,

18· ·and ultimately, by the Ad Hoc Committee.

19· ·Unlike the House District plan, we did not

20· ·receive any amendments or proposed

21· ·alternative maps from House members.· The Ad

22· ·Hoc Committee convened three times, and

23· ·Staff Alternative Plan 1 was the -- was the

24· ·one that was offered for vote, and was

25· ·passed by the Ad Hoc Committee, and later
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·1· ·the Judiciary Committee.

·2· · · · Regarding the process concerns, both of

·3· ·the maps posted by the Ad Hoc Committee

·4· ·followed the same process.· We sought and

·5· ·considered public input into the

·6· ·congressional district plans.· We were

·7· ·guided by the same procedural and

·8· ·substantiative rules, and were deliberative

·9· ·and allowing time for a receipt, as well as

10· ·consumption of the proposals before our

11· ·third and final meeting.· The Committee was

12· ·ready and available to hear concerns from

13· ·any and every interested person, and the

14· ·fact of the matter is that we received

15· ·hundreds of pages of written submissions

16· ·regarding the movement of Beaufort County

17· ·into District 1.· We did not make special

18· ·accommodations for Beaufort County, but we

19· ·certainly were attentive two the large-scale

20· ·public response, and took it into

21· ·consideration along with the original option

22· ·that had been presented by the Senate in

23· ·mid-December.· The Alternative Plan 1 was an

24· ·option that bridged the Senate's draft plan,

25· ·but still made several improvements over
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·1· ·both the Senate and the 2011 plans, as I

·2· ·noted earlier, by unifying several counties

·3· ·and voting precincts.

·4· · · · Let me also say in response to the

·5· ·criticism about the racial makeup of this

·6· ·plan.· I heard concerns, and still believe,

·7· ·that the statistics refute the criticisms.

·8· ·These are difficult and important issues we

·9· ·face, but let me be clear, our proposed map,

10· ·and our entire process, was not motivated or

11· ·dominated by any discriminatory intent.· We

12· ·face undeniably -- we face an undeniably

13· ·political process with an overriding goal of

14· ·equality in voting rights.· The

15· ·Congressional District Plan does not, I

16· ·repeat, does not pack District 6 with

17· ·minority voters, as we heard from this week.

18· ·The data shows that the percentage of black

19· ·voting age population it's actually 8% less

20· ·than it was 10 years ago in District 6.· We

21· ·have been widely criticized by some public

22· ·interest groups, and yet the congressional

23· ·maps submitted by those groups do not offer

24· ·superior alternatives, including for

25· ·District 6.
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·1· · · · We, as representatives, do not have

·2· ·control over who chooses to make South

·3· ·Carolina their home, and where that home is

·4· ·made.· Our state is compromised [sic] of

·5· ·roughly 25% black voting age population --

·6· ·of a population total across the state.

·7· ·This proposed plan provides three

·8· ·congressional districts that are roughly 25%

·9· ·black voting age population, which is

10· ·reflective of the overall percentage of

11· ·black voting age population across the

12· ·state.· The allegations of discrimination

13· ·and harm, that I heard earlier this week,

14· ·are simply not supported by either the facts

15· ·or the data.

16· · · · I appreciate having had the opportunity

17· ·to chair this important Ad Hoc Committee.

18· ·It was a -- I can say -- I’ve said many

19· ·times, it is truly a learning experience

20· ·like no other.· I believe the plan before

21· ·you adheres to the Ad Hoc Committee’s

22· ·criteria, to the guidelines, to the one

23· ·person one vote principle, and I encourage

24· ·you each to vote in favor of it.· Thank you

25· ·so much for your time.
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·1· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Will you take

·2· ·questions, Mr. Jordan?

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, sir.

·4· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Mr. King is recognized

·5· ·for a question.· Mr. Pope?

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Thank you, Mr.

·7· ·Speaker.· I have a question in reference to

·8· ·the makeup of the Committee.· You mentioned

·9· ·that there were members from each

10· ·Congressional District, am I correct?

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, initially,

12· ·there was a member from each congressional

13· ·committee. Representative Brandon Newton,

14· ·who was originally on the Committee -- I

15· ·don’t think he would mind me saying -- he

16· ·was blessed with a -- the birth of his first

17· ·child.· And that process came along about

18· ·the time, and it simply had -- he simply had

19· ·to withdraw from his service on the

20· ·Committee as a result of that obligation.

21· ·Certainly, him driving across the state over

22· ·a period of weeks, while he had a new baby

23· ·on the way or at home, I can tell you --

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· So, -- so, --

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- I --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- my question, -

·2· ·-

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- look, just -

·4· ·- I'm --

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Yes.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- about to

·7· ·wrap it up.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· No, no, no

·9· ·(inaudible).· No, you’re fine.

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· He was unable

11· ·to be a part of the meet-- part of the team,

12· ·and therefore we had all but one district

13· ·represented as a result --

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· So, do you know -

15· ·-

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- (inaudible)

17· ·withdraw.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- who actually

19· ·looked at Congressional District 5, that was

20· ·from our area?· Or who -- or any of my

21· ·delegation members, or -- when I say

22· ·delegation, from Congressional District 5,

23· ·that you all spoke to in the -- in concern

24· ·of how we wanted to see the makeup of our

25· ·Congressional District?· That's one
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·1· ·question.· Mr. Chair, as --

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· (Inaudible).

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- the chair of

·4· ·the Committee, did you know that there were

·5· ·other members who were on Judiciary that are

·6· ·from Congressional District 5?· And then,

·7· ·when Mr. Newton was unable to be a part of

·8· ·the Committee, that you all could have

·9· ·appointed to have that voice?· So, there was

10· ·a -- there was a void from Congressional

11· ·District 5, did you know that?

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I disagree that

13· ·there was a void.· I will tell you that --

14· ·and this is absolutely no criticism of

15· ·Representative Newton, having three children

16· ·myself, I -- he absolutely made the right

17· ·decision to be where he needed to be.· But

18· ·I’ll tell you this, this was truly a team --

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Mr. Chairman, --

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- let --

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- I -- with all

22· ·due respect --

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- if you don’t

24· ·mind, I would like to finish the question.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Okay, no problem.
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Finish -- and I

·2· ·-- certainly, we -- I’ll stay as long as you

·3· ·want.· But I would -- I would argue that it

·4· ·really was a team effort in this process.

·5· ·Looking at the congressional districts, we

·6· ·didn’t divide up the congressional areas and

·7· ·say, “you work on this one from --" because,

·8· ·you know, Representative Henegan and I

·9· ·didn’t go work on District 7 by ourselves,

10· ·necessarily.· We -- it was a team effort

11· ·that we all participated in the process,

12· ·because at the end of the day, the entire

13· ·Committee had to vote on the overall map.

14· ·We didn’t go district by district, approving

15· ·this one and that one, we had to unify the

16· ·map, because it does all have to connect up.

17· ·As I said, when you’re trying to get every

18· ·single district to be equal pop-- equally

19· ·populated, as required by the law, it takes

20· ·a team atmosphere and effort.

21· · · · And of course, I would also say,

22· ·Representative King, as you heard me list --

23· ·and I think you attended the meeting in your

24· ·area, if I'm correct -- remembering

25· ·correctly in Rockhill.· There were -- just
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·1· ·because you weren’t on the Committee, there

·2· ·were ample opportunities for everyone in

·3· ·this room, as well as constituents and

·4· ·members -- and the population of South

·5· ·Carolina to participate.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Well, granted I

·7· ·understand what you’re saying, but when it

·8· ·came down to a voice from Congressional

·9· ·District 5, there was a void.· And the

10· ·reason why I say there was a void is because

11· ·we did not have one vote on that committee,

12· ·when you all submitted it from subcommittee

13· ·to full committee, which means there was a

14· ·void of our voice and our vote in the map.

15· ·The way it was drawn, (inaudible) it was the

16· ·House map, or the congressional map.· And we

17· ·had ample opportunity, because Mr. Newton

18· ·informed you all early on that he was unable

19· ·to participate.· Did you know Mr. Jordan,

20· ·that I am the senior member of Judiciary, as

21· ·well as I'm the -- one of, probably, the

22· ·only members that have gone through

23· ·redistricting?· Did you know that?

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I knew -- I

25· ·certainly know you are on Judiciary, having
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·1· ·sat near you for a number of -- number of

·2· ·years.

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Well, I will say,

·4· ·and I’ve said publicly, that I believe

·5· ·Congressional District 5 did not have a

·6· ·voice, in reference to a vote, on the

·7· ·Committee.· And as my colleague from my

·8· ·Congressional District had a very, very

·9· ·important obligation, I believe it was

10· ·prudent on this body to have appointed

11· ·someone, from Congressional District 5, to

12· ·be on that committee.· Also, did you know

13· ·that Congressional District 5, the way it is

14· ·drawn, may not be what we want in our

15· ·congressional area?· No one that I know of

16· ·spoke with me.· I'm not sure if you spoke to

17· ·my other delegation members from the

18· ·Congressional District, but I -- me, being

19· ·one of the only African Americans in that

20· ·Congressional District, me and Annie

21· ·McDaniel, I'm pretty sure you did not speak

22· ·with her either.· So, I -- I would say that,

23· ·you know, --

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· May I -- may I

25· ·respond --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- the input --

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- to that?

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- the input from

·4· ·the Congressional District, and especially

·5· ·the minorities in the Congressional

·6· ·District, were not heard.· Did you know

·7· ·that?

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Mr. King, what

·9· ·I would say is this was a process that we

10· ·went to great lengths to make as transparent

11· ·as possible.· I evidenced that by the fact

12· ·that we traveled all over the state, the

13· ·fact any member of this body had the

14· ·opportunity to create an amendment, if they

15· ·didn’t like the version that was put before.

16· ·And as I said before, to my knowledge, I

17· ·don’t think a single amendment was actually

18· ·put forward to say, “if this doesn’t work

19· ·let’s try something else.”· That's the

20· ·process that we go through, you know, this

21· ·process is not unique.· Just because we’re

22· ·drawing a map, doesn’t mean it’s not subject

23· ·to the amendment process.· And I would say,

24· ·if there were concerns, there was a process

25· ·to deal with those concerns.· Whether it was
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·1· ·presenting before the Ad Hoc Committee, if

·2· ·you were on Judiciary, bringing those

·3· ·concerns -- which I know you did bring some

·4· ·concerns to the Committee -- but an

·5· ·amendment opportunity was available there,

·6· ·as is -- as is -- has been to this time.

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Well, I

·8· ·appreciate you taking my questions.· And I

·9· ·hope that, not only colleagues within this

10· ·room, but the folk that are listening to us,

11· ·understand that I don’t believe that this

12· ·process was done fair for the people for

13· ·Congressional District 5.· We did not have a

14· ·voice or a vote on that committee.· And so,

15· ·I'm -- I stand up for my Congressional

16· ·District, and the voice that we lacked on

17· ·that committee.· Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

18· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Ms. -- Ms. Cobb-Hunter

19· ·is recognized.

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you.

21· ·Thank you, Mr. Speaker.· Mr. Jordan, thank

22· ·you for your work, thank you for your

23· ·committee’s work.· Just got a couple of

24· ·questions, if I may, regarding the

25· ·congressional map.· And I don't know quite
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·1· ·what Mr. Hill was saying, but did you know

·2· ·how difficult it is for us to follow what

·3· ·you’ve described when we don’t have anything

·4· ·up there to look at?

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, I can

·6· ·certainly understand that I just walked you

·7· ·through essentially more than five months,

·8· ·or approximately five months’ worth of

·9· ·process and material.

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, I can

12· ·certainly understand that unless you were

13· ·paying incredibly close attention, it would

14· ·be difficult to digest it all.· And

15· ·certainly, I can answer -- or attempt to

16· ·answer, any question you have to anything

17· ·that I’ve explained over these last 20

18· ·minutes or so.· And if --

19· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 5:· It’s also on

20· ·the redistricting website.

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- and I

22· ·believe it’s also available on the website,

23· ·and if you have a copy.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Well, it

25· ·would have been nice to have it up there, so
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·1· ·that we could reference it.· I appreciate

·2· ·your staff bringing me a copy now, but

·3· ·that's --

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, ma'am.

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· -- neither

·6· ·here nor there, quite frankly, after the

·7· ·fact.· My question, specifically, regards to

·8· ·the 6th Congressional District.· I heard you

·9· ·mention something about Orangeburg and some

10· ·other county.· My specific questions -- and

11· ·I appreciate the fact that you have a very

12· ·comprehensive understanding of this, unlike

13· ·most of us who are sitting here listening to

14· ·you.· What I would like to know whether or

15· ·not Charleston and Beaufort Counties are

16· ·made whole, and what is before us?· Are

17· ·those two counties split?

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, Charleston

19· ·is split, just like it was split in the

20· ·previous plan, of which we lived off of the

21· ·last ten years.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· And let me

23· ·-- before you go further, when you say,

24· ·“just like it was in the previous plan,”

25· ·does that mean that the numbers are the same
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·1· ·percentage wise?· That there’s an even

·2· ·distribution of voters of color in the 1st

·3· ·and the 6th Congressional District?

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· No, ma'am.· I'm

·5· ·speaking in terms of --

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Could you

·7· ·speak int the mic a little bit?· I'm --

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Sure.

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· -- having

10· ·trouble hearing you.

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I'm speaking in

12· ·terms of no part of --

13· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Sergeant, if you could

14· ·help us, folks I know this is not a lot of -

15· ·- but there is a low buzz here.· Ms. Cobb-

16· ·Hunter’s having difficulty hearing, I think

17· ·Mr. Jordan’s trying to explain, this is very

18· ·important for all of us.· If you have

19· ·conversations, please take them out back.

20· ·Sergeant, if you would help us, we would

21· ·appreciate it.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you,

23· ·Mr. Speaker.

24· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Thank you.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I'm not
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·1· ·addressing any specific in that answer

·2· ·statistical evaluation.· I'm -- what I'm

·3· ·saying is, like the previous map that we

·4· ·lived under for 10 years, no part -- or

·5· ·Beaufort County was not split, and

·6· ·Charleston in some way, shape, or form was

·7· ·split, meaning not whole.· And that same --

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Got it.

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- concept is

10· ·true today.

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· And I'm

12· ·asking about the concept, and the concept of

13· ·splitting.· And perhaps, one of your staff

14· ·members has heard my question and has now

15· ·found the answer, and could share that with

16· ·you?· Because what I am asking is whether or

17· ·not the split in Charleston County is maybe

18· ·not as equal in number, but is it relatively

19· ·speaking, the same degree of split that was

20· ·there before between the 1st Congressional

21· ·District and the 6th Congressional District?

22· ·And let me -- let me do it this way, you may

23· ·be --

24· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 6:· (Inaudible)

25· ·map (inaudible).

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-1     Page 39 of 140



Page 39
·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Go ahead?

·2· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 7:· (Inaudible).

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Here’s

·4· ·what I -- let me ask it this way, Mr.

·5· ·Jordan.· There are some who maintain that

·6· ·what the Committee did to the 6th

·7· ·Congressional District is to crack and pack,

·8· ·in order to make the 1st Congressional

·9· ·District more republican-leaning and less

10· ·competitive.· And my question for you, is

11· ·whether or not the plan that is before us,

12· ·whether or not that plan, indeed, cracks

13· ·populations of color in Charleston County,

14· ·pack all of them into the 6th Congressional

15· ·District?· As opposed to being in the 1st

16· ·Congressional District, thereby -- in the

17· ·opinion of some -- rendering the 1st

18· ·Congressional District less competitive?

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So,

20· ·specifically, I would say I do not believe

21· ·that's the case.· And I would point you to

22· ·the data.· So, if you look at District 6, --

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- in the -- in

25· ·the 2011 draw, I can tell you --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:

·2· ·(Inaudible) I'm sorry, could they also --

·3· ·they brought me this little -- nice little

·4· ·colored map which means nothing without the

·5· ·data.· Is there data that they have that

·6· ·they could share, that explain -- and I'm

·7· ·only interested, staff, in the 1st and the

·8· ·6th?

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Certainly.

10· ·It’s -- we -- so, I can give you some of the

11· ·data that --

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Okay.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- I have in my

14· ·compilation of notes here.· So, in 2011, the

15· ·black voting age population in District 6

16· ·was 55%.

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· In the version

19· ·that you have before you today, the South --

20· ·the House Alternate Plan 1, it’s 47.57%.

21· ·So, it’s actually less.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· In the --

23· ·in which district, the 6th?

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· That's the 6th

25· ·Congressional District.
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, I think

·3· ·that's evidence directly answering that --

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· And tell

·5· ·me --

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- question.

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· -- tell me

·8· ·what the numbers are, if you don’t mind, in

·9· ·the first?· What’s the BVAP in the first?

10· ·What was it before, and what is it under

11· ·this current plan?

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, it was

13· ·18.58 in ’11 and its 15.67 in the new

14· ·version.· Now, again, this is -- as I’ve

15· ·talked about many times -- you know, trying

16· ·to be exact with something that is

17· ·incredibly difficult to be exact with.

18· ·Trying to make those population numbers land

19· ·just where they need to land.· And oh, by

20· ·the way, as I said, when you -- when you

21· ·make A and B, right?· Sometimes you fix --

22· ·you mess up, you know, C, D, E, F.· So, I'm

23· ·giving you those things to help you

24· ·articulate, kind of, that balancing aspect,

25· ·--
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Yeah.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- if I would

·3· ·say.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· And again,

·5· ·I'm looking at this, and I'm not privy to

·6· ·the detail, but it kind of looks to me that

·7· ·your point about con-- contiguity and

·8· ·compactness doesn’t apply across the board

·9· ·in these two.· I'm looking at the first, and

10· ·this looks like a part of Charleston County.

11· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 8:· (Inaudible).

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Oh, huh?

13· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 8:· (Inaudible).

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I'm

15· ·looking at the first, and it looks like a

16· ·part of -- it looks like a part of

17· ·Charleston County, or maybe this is -- and

18· ·I'm showing my ignorance of the State’s

19· ·geography, but I'm looking at what appears

20· ·to be an unusual configuration, that in my

21· ·layperson’s eyes, would have been easier

22· ·just to kind of have a swap.· And there

23· ·seems to be a little cutting out of some of

24· ·the areas here.· So, that's why I wanted the

25· ·detail.
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Are you

·2· ·specifically talking about a particular --

·3· ·so, I can give you an example, for instance,

·4· ·where Charleston and Berkley --

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Why is

·6· ·Patrick Dennis over here, Mr. Chairman?

·7· · · · ·REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Does that let

·8· ·me off the hook?

·9· · · · MR. DENNIS:· Jasper County line

10· ·(inaudible).

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I have a

12· ·distraction over here, what did you say

13· ·there?

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I was simply

15· ·saying, and again trying to -- I know it’s

16· ·difficult to try and communicate on the maps

17· ·here, but for instance, I can tell you it

18· ·wasn’t an arbitrary concept.

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· The line in

21· ·Charleston goes up to the county line with

22· ·Berkley County, so --

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· So, I'm

24· ·told, Mr. -- I'm told by PD that our trusted

25· ·Chief of -- you all’s trusted Chief of
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·1· ·Staff, that I'm looking at a Dorchester

·2· ·County line.· And it looks to me, like it

·3· ·may not necessarily be Dor-- I -- let me

·4· ·(inaudible) -- let me yield?· And come up

·5· ·here --

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Sure.

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· -- and

·8· ·show your people what I'm talking about, and

·9· ·have them tell me what I'm looking at.· May

10· ·I do that?

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Sure.

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you,

13· ·Mr. Jordan, appreciate your patience.

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, ma'am.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you,

16· ·Mr. Speaker.

17· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Mr. Jordan, if you have

18· ·further -- Mr. Govan has a question.

19· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 9:· This

20· ·(inaudible) --

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Yeah,

22· ·(inaudible)?

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· Thank you very

24· ·much, Mr. Speaker.· Mr. Jordan, I -- you

25· ·know, I want to just tag onto that.  I
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·1· ·guess, when I'm looking at this map, it

·2· ·looks like you got a high sign, for the lack

·3· ·of a better term, thumbs up in the 1st

·4· ·Congressional District.· And I'm looking at

·5· ·a -- it looks like a -- I don't know whether

·6· ·that's a county line at the -- at the --

·7· ·above the elbow portion.· But if that's a

·8· ·county line, I'm just curious in terms of

·9· ·why, you know, what the issue was there?

10· ·And also, in terms of -- you go up towards

11· ·Richland County, and if the green portion is

12· ·the 6th Congressional District, and you’re

13· ·talking about continuity and lines that are

14· ·contiguous to one another, it -- that little

15· ·piece up there that looks like a tag -- if

16· ·you would -- could you -- and it’s kind of

17· ·hard to see, could you kind of explain the

18· ·rationale behind that?· When, you know, in

19· ·terms of your introduction, you were talking

20· ·about meeting the traditional redistricting

21· ·criteria.· Because it does beg the question.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, nothing

23· ·would have made me happier, Representative

24· ·Govan, had we added up the population, and

25· ·everybody fit nicely into county blocks, and
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·1· ·we didn’t have to break a single county line

·2· ·in order to accommodate all these diff-- all

·3· ·these congressional districts.· What I would

·4· ·tell you, is the points you point out, if

·5· ·you would -- if you have a chance, look at

·6· ·the 2010 congressional boundaries, and they

·7· ·look very, very similar to that.· And again,

·8· ·as we attempt to deal with that population

·9· ·influx, both up and down, depending on

10· ·different crosses -- parts of the state,

11· ·bear in mind and remember, we start from a

12· ·point of the 2010 process, or map version

13· ·that we’ve been living under, that we know

14· ·was -- went through the process and

15· ·determined to be Department of Justice

16· ·approved and legal reasonable.· So, again, I

17· ·think some of the things you point out are

18· ·either similar to, or I would argue improved

19· ·by, the modern -- the new plan.

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· I -- if I

21· ·remember some of the areas under that

22· ·particular draw, I -- we might have some

23· ·disagreement over that.· But I was just

24· ·curious and trying to point out, in terms of

25· ·some of the concerns that was shared by some
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·1· ·of colleagues.· The other thing is, you

·2· ·know, you had mentioned that -- the

·3· ·extraordinary lengths that the Committee

·4· ·went through to keep certain communities of

·5· ·interest together.· And I just found that to

·6· ·be very interesting, considering the fact

·7· ·that in terms of the House draw, that in

·8· ·instances, particularly involving my county,

·9· ·that was certainly not the case.

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Well, --

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· Thank you.

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- I would say

13· ·this, Representative Govan, I certainly

14· ·respect the comment, but the same criteria

15· ·and process was employed.· But it’s

16· ·difficult -- while that's true, it’s

17· ·difficult to compare the process beyond the

18· ·criteria and the process, because 124 of us

19· ·with a pop-- population deviation included

20· ·in there of two and a half percent on either

21· ·side of the magic number, so to speak, that

22· ·we talked about so many times in the House

23· ·drawing process?· Compared to seven

24· ·congressional districts, where in there is

25· ·no allowed percentage deviation.· So again,
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·1· ·the process employed, and the criteria

·2· ·employed, are the same, but it’s a very

·3· ·different issue we face.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· But you would

·5· ·agree, based on what you just said -- and I

·6· ·appreciate your comments on that -- but that

·7· ·was by our decision, and not by -- out of --

·8· ·out of a decision that was made by the

·9· ·Committee, and not out of necessity based on

10· ·the flexibility that you’re allowed under

11· ·the law, and under the -- under the courts,

12· ·and what was previously established in the

13· ·criteria, in terms to the standard

14· ·deviation.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I would say

16· ·that the Committee, the Ad Hoc Committee and

17· ·the Judiciary Committee, and then the full

18· ·House as well, went to every length possible

19· ·to make sure we followed the process and the

20· ·criteria that was legally given to us, and I

21· ·think we did.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· But you had the

23· ·flexibility, in terms of the deviation, to

24· ·go to a higher deviation, but we elected not

25· ·to do that?
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· We discussed

·2· ·that, at length I believe, in this body.

·3· ·And ultimately, felt like given several

·4· ·issues before us, one being specifically the

·5· ·timeliness, trying to get the process done

·6· ·and that we were so delayed through no fault

·7· ·of this body, or anyone by that matter, by

·8· ·the census data, that the safest course of

·9· ·action regarding the House district line

10· ·deviation was to stay with what we knew

11· ·worked, what had worked previously.· And

12· ·that was the two and a half percent.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· Well, now we’ll

14· ·respectfully disagree on --

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, sir.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· -- that, but

17· ·thank you.· Thank you, --

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, sir.

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· -- Mr. Chairman.

20· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Mr. Garvin’s recognized?

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Thank you, Mr.

22· ·Speaker, and thank you Mr. Jordan.· Mr.

23· ·Jordan, did you know that I appreciate your

24· ·service, as well as the service of the

25· ·members of this committee?
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Thank you.  I

·2· ·appreciate your service as well.

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Thank you, Mr.

·4· ·Jordan.· I have -- Mr. Jordan, did you know

·5· ·that I actually had the opportunity to watch

·6· ·all the hearings virtually?· And I listened

·7· ·very closely --

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I'm sorry --

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· -- (inaudible)

10· ·--

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- you had to

12· ·do that.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Well, I really

14· ·took the time to listen to those hearings,

15· ·Mr. Jordan, did you know?· So, that I could

16· ·understand some of the issues that we --

17· ·that would come before this body today.· And

18· ·I guess, my concern, Mr. Jordan, did you

19· ·know, is that it -- they’re there -- there

20· ·are more process concerns.· Mr. Jordan, did

21· ·you know that the first map that the

22· ·Committee released, many folks were actually

23· ·fairly pleased with the map, in regards to

24· ·it being fair, did you know?· Did you know

25· ·that Mr. Jordan?
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Certainly, I

·2· ·would tell you -- and you --

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Thank you.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- gathered

·5· ·this probably from watching, you’re never

·6· ·going to make everybody happy.

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Sure.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· And certainly,

·9· ·we put out the first version, and we heard

10· ·from some folks that said it was not that

11· ·bad, and we heard some from some folks,

12· ·particularly in Beaufort -- as I addressed

13· ·earlier -- that's said it was awful.

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Sure.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· And then we put

16· ·out an alternate version, and we heard from

17· ·a few folks that said it was much improved,

18· ·and we heard from a few folks that didn’t

19· ·like it as well.· Back to my underly point

20· ·of, we’re trying to do the best we can to

21· ·put out the best product that complies with

22· ·the law, and the under -- with the

23· ·underlying idea that we’re not going to make

24· ·everyone happy.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Right,
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·1· ·absolutely.· Mr. Jordan, did you know, I

·2· ·absolutely agree, no matter what you do,

·3· ·folks will -- that you could never please

·4· ·everybody?· But Mr. Jordan, did you know

·5· ·that I was watching the hearing earlier this

·6· ·week, and there was a comment made about if

·7· ·the folks down in Beaufort who were

·8· ·displeased with the fact that they were no

·9· ·longer in what is now the 1st Congressional

10· ·District?· And they were actually move

11· ·towards, did you know, the inland district

12· ·that's currently represented by Congressman

13· ·Wilson?· They -- did you know that those

14· ·folks raised a concern, and they were then

15· ·in the second map brought back into the

16· ·first?· But I -- as you are well aware, did

17· ·you -- you know, folks down in Charleston I

18· ·have also raised concerns?· So, I guess my

19· ·question is, what made the concerns of the

20· ·Beaufort folks more prevalent to change the

21· ·actions of a committee, versus the folks in

22· ·Charleston?

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, what I

24· ·would say -- very fair question, but

25· ·ultimately, it's just like any piece of
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·1· ·legislation.· The Committee is tasked, just

·2· ·as the full judiciary was, just as we are,

·3· ·of finding that best possible version to put

·4· ·forward.· The folks in Beaufort made a, what

·5· ·I thought in my -- from my vote, was a

·6· ·compelling argument that it wasn't fair to

·7· ·ping pong them back and forth, as they had

·8· ·been during the process.· They also, in my

·9· ·mind, made a very compelling argument that

10· ·they, like Charleston, dealt with coastal

11· ·issues that were unique.· That not everyone

12· ·in the state -- other parts of the state

13· ·deal with, those coastal -- those shoreline

14· ·issues that are specific to the coastal

15· ·regions.

16· · · · They also made the point -- back to

17· ·that ping pong -- that you know, this is

18· ·working. This is established, why undo and

19· ·change?· And I felt like, when you balanced

20· ·all the different issues together, --

21· ·because I do agree with you that, you know,

22· ·one county doesn't have priority over

23· ·another -- but it's important when you look

24· ·at all the issues, for my vote, I felt like

25· ·this made the most sense.
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· All right, and

·2· ·I appreciate that answer, Mr. Jordan.  I

·3· ·guess, did you know, Mr. Jordan, that I also

·4· ·think that the issues in Charleston and

·5· ·North Charleston, I think that those

·6· ·constituencies also share some of the same

·7· ·concerns, given that they’re, you know, a

·8· ·much closer?· Downtown Charleston is much

·9· ·closer to North Charleston than downtown

10· ·Columbia.· Did you know that I find that to

11· ·be concerning?· That in this current map

12· ·that we have the University of South

13· ·Carolina and the College of Charleston in

14· ·the same legislative district?

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Again, we could

16· ·go back and forth, as we do in a lot of ways

17· ·in our lives, developing a pro and con list,

18· ·and you would make a good argument for some

19· ·pros and cons on either side.· But when you

20· ·look at the sum total of the facts, it was

21· ·my opinion that this version was the better

22· ·version, ultimately.

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Fair enough,

24· ·Mr. Jordan.· Did you know that I disagree,

25· ·that I think a district --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Sure.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· -- that's 100

·3· ·miles, and that shares the College of

·4· ·Charleston and the University of South

·5· ·Carolina, did you know, I think that's not a

·6· ·great map?· But Mr. Jordan, I'm not going to

·7· ·belabor the point, I guess my next question

·8· ·is the process question.· We are all aware

·9· ·that the Senate -- that this map mirrors

10· ·pretty much, with a few minor tweaks,

11· ·mirrors the Senate’s map.· And the Senate’s

12· ·map, Mr. Jordan, did you know, was wildly

13· ·criticized?· And -- but for some odd reason,

14· ·the House decided to adopt a map that was

15· ·similar to the Senate’s map.· Mr. Jordan,

16· ·did you know that I am con-- somewhat

17· ·concerned about the process?· Can you, kind

18· ·of, talk about how we ended up, I guess, for

19· ·this particular map, do you know, if there

20· ·were any outside groups that influenced this

21· ·map?· Do you know if any of our

22· ·congressional members had any input on this

23· ·particular map?

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, I will tell

25· ·you that no partisan group, national or
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·1· ·otherwise, were involved in the drafting of

·2· ·this plan.· None of that outside partisan

·3· ·stuff took place in this process.· The

·4· ·process in this was as I -- as I described

·5· ·in that timeline.· The Ad Hoc needed a

·6· ·starting point in which to discuss, so we

·7· ·pushed out a version.· And I don't know that

·8· ·it would have made sense right out the gate,

·9· ·to push out a version that simply looked

10· ·like the Senate version.

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Uh-huh.

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· For purposes of

13· ·discussion of where we go in drawing these

14· ·maps.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Uh-huh.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· We pushed out a

17· ·version, we had a hearing on it, we had --

18· ·as I’ve already stated, a large amount of

19· ·input given to us from the public.· We

20· ·listened to the public and we put another

21· ·version up.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Uh-huh.

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I would also

24· ·say, as you brought concerns and others

25· ·brough concerns, at -- the process -- the
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·1· ·process is the process.· There was multiple

·2· ·opportunities in this time to produce

·3· ·amendments to the map, if the ver-- if the

·4· ·version didn’t like -- if a member didn’t

·5· ·like the particular issues within the map.

·6· ·At the end of the day, ultimately, I believe

·7· ·the process worked, the public input process

·8· ·worked, and the Ad Hoc Committee produced a

·9· ·product that was ultimately approved by the

10· ·full Judiciary, and now sits before you.

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GARVIN:· Very good.

12· ·Thank you, Mr. Jordan.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Yes, sir.

14· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Ms. Matthews is

15· ·recognized.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MATTHEWS:· Thank you,

17· ·Mr. Speaker.· Representative Jordan, again,

18· ·thank you for your hard work on this

19· ·committee.· Did you know that were many

20· ·questions that we asked that people, really,

21· ·didn’t know the answers to?· But I do have

22· ·the answers because a lot of the questions

23· ·were about Charleston County, which I am a

24· ·part of, and I really, pretty much, know

25· ·pretty well.· So, I’ll make a couple points
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·1· ·that I am confused about.· One of them is

·2· ·the fact that you keep saying something

·3· ·about process, but if I remember corrects,

·4· ·process was not followed in Judiciary when

·5· ·this came out, with -- in regards to who was

·6· ·supposed to be first Vice Chair and lead the

·7· ·Committee.· My second point is that, the

·8· ·question was asked about does this split

·9· ·Charleston County, and you gave an answer

10· ·that you thought that it was kept the way

11· ·that it was before --

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· No, that's not

13· ·--

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MATTHEWS:· Okay, can you

15· ·please clarify what --?

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I can

17· ·absolutely clear that.· The question was

18· ·regarding Beaufort County not being split

19· ·previously, and Charleston being split in

20· ·some form or fashion.· If you look at the

21· ·two maps, you can clearly see that

22· ·Charleston is split as it was split, not in

23· ·the same -- I'm not saying in the same

24· ·places, or the same percentages, but

25· ·Charleston County was in fact a split county
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·1· ·in the prior version and is in fact a split

·2· ·county in this version.· The -- and I -- I

·3· ·apologize for any confusion on that issue.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MATTHEWS:· No, it’s

·5· ·okay.· I'm -- let me take my mask off.· What

·6· ·Rep Cobb-Hunter was asking you was, were the

·7· ·communities of color split?· And I don't

·8· ·know if you know this about me, but I'm

·9· ·really particular about being clear.· So,

10· ·let me be very clear, it was split.· The 1st

11· ·Congressional District was given the white

12· ·areas of Charleston County, and

13· ·Congressional District 6 was given the black

14· ·areas of Charleston County, predominantly.

15· ·So, to -- the answer to her question, if you

16· ·look at the data on your screen right now,

17· ·in Congressional District 1, if you go to

18· ·track 54, that's where you see the

19· ·Charleston County.· If you go for six, is

20· ·track 51, that's where you’ll see the list

21· ·for Charleston County.· And when you look at

22· ·the way those tracks were split, it is very

23· ·clear, based on where people live how those

24· ·were split.

25· · · · I also would like to just add, for the
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·1· ·record, since you had a lot of statements

·2· ·for the record, that I don’t really

·3· ·understand why West Ashley was cut in half,

·4· ·and it put John Island in six.· Because I

·5· ·thought we were supposed to keep communities

·6· ·of interest together, and that, for me, was

·7· ·a little confusing.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, several

·9· ·points I would like to address in there, and

10· ·going back to some things I’ve already said.

11· ·Communities of interest, compactness,

12· ·multiple criterias that we attempt to look

13· ·at, in figuring out balancing these

14· ·congressional districts off each other.  I

15· ·would say, be careful to look at any one

16· ·small particular area.· You know, when

17· ·you’re looking at over 700,000 people across

18· ·a congressional district, it can be easy to

19· ·just focus on one area, but remember, we’re

20· ·looking at the entire area as a whole.· And

21· ·I said to Representative Cobb-Hunter, you

22· ·can look at the percentages from 2010 and 11

23· ·to now, and clearly see it’s not packed and

24· ·there’s a difference there.· Did you have

25· ·another question?
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:

·2· ·(Inaudible).

·3· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Ms. Cobb-Hunter is

·4· ·recognized.

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Is that it?

·6· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Ms. Cobb-Hunter is

·7· ·recognized.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you

·9· ·so much, Mr. Speaker.· Let me, if I may, Mr.

10· ·Jordan, again, just trying to make sure I'm

11· ·clear on how we’re doing things now and how

12· ·they’ve been done in the past.· I'm still

13· ·curious about the Committee’s criteria, and

14· ·how all of that was ranked and applied.· Did

15· ·the Committee have a criteria that was

16· ·established for each district?

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Do we have a

18· ·copy of that? We have --

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· How you

20· ·ranked criteria?· Like you talked about

21· ·compactness, contiguity.· So, my question is

22· ·whether or not the Committee had -- so, is

23· ·that -- oh, (inaudible), I'm sorry.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· No, I just

25· ·wanted to be able to -- so, to answer your
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·1· ·question, the Committee adopted one of the

·2· ·very first things -- if not the first thing

·3· ·-- the Committee did was adopt a criteria, -

·4· ·-

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- of which we

·7· ·would operate under.· And you’re absolutely

·8· ·right, they are -- they -- it starts with

·9· ·the Constitution of the United States, then

10· ·Federal Law, then State Law, then equal

11· ·population, then contiguity, compactness,

12· ·communities of interest, incumbency

13· ·consideration.· If you follow --

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Uh-huh.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- down the

16· ·ranking.

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Okay, and

18· ·was that criteria applied uniformly across

19· ·the board at all levels?· You all looked at

20· ·those things you just read to me as

21· ·committee criteria?· Was it uniformly

22· ·applied or was there some application in

23· ·some districts -- and I'm talking

24· ·congressional, not House.· I'm just trying

25· ·to figure out if it was uniformly applied,
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·1· ·the rankings?

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, what I

·3· ·would tell you is, you know, it -- there's a

·4· ·reason why it was listed in that order.

·5· ·Having said that, it was the Committee's

·6· ·attempt to employ all of these things in the

·7· ·process of adopting the map.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I'm trying

·9· ·to figure out, Mr. Jordan, whether or not --

10· ·two things, one, was the same rank -- was it

11· ·-- was it applied consistently, number one,

12· ·regardless of which of the seven districts

13· ·we are talking about.· Or whether or not

14· ·there was come criteria that was applied

15· ·differently in the 1st and the 6th

16· ·Congressional District, than in the other

17· ·five. If that makes sense?

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I would say,

19· ·the criteria is the criteria.· I don’t me to

20· ·be -- trying to avoid the question, --

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I got you.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- but, you

23· ·know, we --

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I got you.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- we put that

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-1     Page 64 of 140



Page 64
·1· ·before the Ad Hoc Committee, I think it was

·2· ·unanimously adopted, and we attempted to

·3· ·follow it.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I was just

·5· ·trying to figure out if it was higher or

·6· ·lower, depending on the Committee’s

·7· ·conversation and action?· If I may, just one

·8· ·-- one or two more questions, and these are

·9· ·Voting Rights Act questions.· I know, thanks

10· ·to the Supreme Court, mainly Chief Justice

11· ·Roberts, the 2013 decision gutted the Voting

12· ·Rights Act.· And all protections for voters

13· ·of color, for disabled voters, all of that

14· ·was gutted by the Robert’s Court in 2013, as

15· ·it relates to Section 5.· What was still

16· ·there is Section 2.· Was there a Section 2

17· ·analysis that was done on these maps?· Did

18· ·you all do a Section 2 analysis?

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I think --

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· And if you

21· ·did, may I see the results of that analysis?

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- what I would

23· ·-- what I would say is, because I -- you’re

24· ·absolutely right, and there was two --

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Mr.
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·1· ·Speaker?· I'm so sorry, but Mr. Jordan’s

·2· ·voice is real soft, and your leadership over

·3· ·here --

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Ouch.

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· -- is

·6· ·making way too much noise for me to hear.

·7· ·Would you do something with them?

·8· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Mr. Simrill appears to

·9· ·be leaving.

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· And that's

11· ·my chairman, too.

12· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Yeah.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I'm just

14· ·crushed.

15· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Sergeant, if you would

16· ·help us maintain some quiet in here?

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Oh, wow.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Mr. Jordan, if

19· ·you’ll speak up a little bit.

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you,

21· ·Mr. Speaker.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I’ll do my

23· ·best, Mr. Speaker.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Did you

25· ·say yes, you all did an analysis?
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I would -- I

·2· ·would say this, I -- because I -- you’re

·3· ·absolutely right.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· So, that's

·5· ·no?

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· You’re

·7· ·absolutely right that the 2013 decision did

·8· ·change the process to some degree.· What I

·9· ·would argue -- thank you, I got ice this

10· ·time too.· Thank you.

11· · · · CLERK CROMER:· Uh-huh.

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· To my

13· ·knowledge, to answer your question

14· ·specifically, we did everything in

15· ·compliance with the law that we were told

16· ·and required to do.

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· That's a

18· ·nice lawyer answer.· I'm not a lawyer.· So,

19· ·does that mean yes, you all did a Section 2

20· ·analysis? Or no, you did not?

21· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 10:· (Inaudible).

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Right.· To my

23· ·knowledge, we did everything we possibly

24· ·needed to do under the terms of the law.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you,
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·1· ·Mr. Chairman.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Thank you.

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· I will

·4· ·take that as a “no,” you did not do a vote -

·5· ·- a Section 2 analysis.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· To my

·7· ·knowledge, we complied with every aspect of

·8· ·the law.

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· You are so

10· ·good.· Thank you, Mr. Jordan.· Thank you so

11· ·much, Mr. --

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Thank you.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· --

14· ·Speaker.

15· · · · SPEAKER POPE:· Yes, ma'am.· Mr. Thigpen

16· ·is recognized?

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Huh?

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Thank you, Mr.

19· ·Speaker.· Thank you, Mr. Jordan, for

20· ·answering questions and staying up there as

21· ·long as you have.· Do you know that I

22· ·believe that this is not an easy task?· Did

23· ·you know that as stated in committee, with

24· ·this process it's impossible to please

25· ·everyone?· With that being said, did you
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·1· ·know that I believe that the greatest tool

·2· ·that we have, in taking on such a difficult

·3· ·task, is process?· Did you know that my

·4· ·concern about the transparency of the

·5· ·process, and the consistency of the process,

·6· ·is what has caused me to rise?· Did you know

·7· ·that?· When we look at the first map that

·8· ·was drawn by the House, in comparison to the

·9· ·second map that we're looking at now, could

10· ·you tell me what was the primary impetus,

11· ·primary trigger, difference?· What caused

12· ·this to go from one map to the next?· I know

13· ·you may have stated it before, if you would

14· ·just be so kind as to restate it.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, what I

16· ·would say is, the process was the biggest

17· ·factor in the change.· As I stated earlier,

18· ·the Committee took input all -- from all

19· ·folks across the state.· When it came time

20· ·for the congressional districts, we pushed

21· ·out a starting point, just like we did in

22· ·the House plan.· A starting point.· If you

23· ·remember in that House plan, that starting

24· ·point was amended several times during the

25· ·course of the process that ultimately led to
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·1· ·what we passed.· The congressional

·2· ·districts, we put out the account staff plan

·3· ·as a starting point.· In my mind, it didn’t

·4· ·make a whole lot of sense to put out a

·5· ·starting point for discussion -- or you had

·6· ·to have a starting point for discussion.· We

·7· ·pushed that plan out, we had public

·8· ·hearings, we listened to the public, and we

·9· ·made alterations based on the public input.

10· ·And the -- some of the concerns that we were

11· ·raised, we had an alternative plan to

12· ·discuss.

13· · · · Those plans were at all times on equal

14· ·footing in the -- in the eyes of the

15· ·Committee.· Or in the power of the

16· ·Committee, maybe is a better way to say it,

17· ·the authority of the Committee.· The

18· ·Committee met after having time to -- ample

19· ·time for folks to weigh in, and having time

20· ·to digest the issues that were presented to

21· ·the Committee.· And ultimately, the plan

22· ·that had -- that was voted out is the plan

23· ·that you see before you.· The only plan, I

24· ·might add, that was -- that was motioned to

25· ·be approved and voted on in that process.
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·1· ·So, I would tell you that -- I hope that's

·2· ·clear, you know, walking through what we

·3· ·did, when we did, kind of, thing.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Right, thank -

·5· ·- and thank you too for supplying that

·6· ·answer again.· The question I have,

·7· ·particularly to process, is when input was

·8· ·taken, public input, -- and I know we’ve

·9· ·weighed heavily on the input, I believe,

10· ·from Beaufort County.· When we talk about

11· ·the input from Charleston, and other areas,

12· ·was there more weight, more partiality -- if

13· ·you would -- more importance given to input

14· ·from one area than the next?· Or how did you

15· ·go about determining prioritizing the input?

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I certainly

17· ·don’t think one area was given any more

18· ·priority over the other.· I can tell you,

19· ·just for -- however you -- for whatever it’s

20· ·worth, the volume of input was higher from

21· ·the folks in Beaufort.· I think, when we

22· ·added up all the comments, I think roughly

23· ·85% of the issues came out of Beaufort

24· ·comparatively.· With the -- as it related to

25· ·the issue we’re talking about.· But
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·1· ·ultimately, -- I can't remember who asked

·2· ·the question earlier -- it goes back to, I'm

·3· ·simply one vote on the Committee.· And when

·4· ·I analyzed the issues before me -- and

·5· ·again, we could talk about the pros and the

·6· ·cons that have delineated here today on this

·7· ·-- the floor of this -- the floor of the

·8· ·House.· Ultimately, to me, I felt like it

·9· ·made more sense for the version you have in

10· ·front of you.

11· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Right, and I

12· ·appreciate that.· And again, I am not in any

13· ·way discrediting the intent.· And I agree

14· ·with you, in regards to the pros and cons

15· ·that either could have.· I think you could

16· ·make pros and cons for anything.· Equally, I

17· ·think also, with the process being the

18· ·process, and the criteria being the

19· ·criteria, would you agree with me that that

20· ·is something that we can always look at?

21· ·There’s always room for improvement, any

22· ·process that we have, right?

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· A -- the

24· ·process is what makes us special.· The

25· ·process is what, you know, -- what we need
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·1· ·to rely on.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Right, and

·3· ·once again, to restate the original

·4· ·statement in question, is that I believe

·5· ·process is so important to what we do,

·6· ·particularly when it comes to transparency.

·7· ·To that regard, when it comes to some of the

·8· ·specifics and statistics that Representative

·9· ·Cobb-Hunter was referencing, i.e., BVAP, in

10· ·the original plan that was submitted by the

11· ·House -- the starter, as you named it, and

12· ·the plan that we have before us now, did

13· ·that BVAP go up, did it go down?· Did it

14· ·stay the same?· Was that a target, or a

15· ·concern or consideration in the rendering of

16· ·a new map?

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, if you

18· ·(inaudible) --

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· In --

20· ·particularly in Congressional District 1.

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· You’re talking

22· ·about District 1?

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Yes, sir.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· District 1,

25· ·you’re -- and you’re comparing the ori-- the
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·1· ·alternate version that you have in front of

·2· ·you versus the original --

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· House

·4· ·original.

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- staff

·6· ·presented --

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Yes.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- plan?  I

·9· ·believe the percentage, --

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· The starter, I

11· ·believe you called it.

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- I believe it

13· ·went down from the first one to the second

14· ·one.· And if you compare it to District 6,

15· ·it went down as well.· So, again, you’re

16· ·balancing those two off of each other

17· ·primarily.· Does that make sense?

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Yeah, I just

19· ·want to make sure that I understood you

20· ·correctly.· So, you’re saying that --

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Here, I’ll just

22· ·read you the statistics.

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Go ahead.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, --

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· That would be
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·1· ·-- that would be even better.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- so, original

·3· ·House plan, 20.27 down to 15.67, 50-point--

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· That's

·5· ·District 1?

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- 50.67 to

·7· ·47.57.· So, you know, same -- similar

·8· ·percentage --

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· (Inaudible) --

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· --

11· ·neighborhoods, but adjusted as I just

12· ·described.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Okay.· Thank

14· ·you.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Thank you, sir.

16· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Ms. McDaniel, did you

17· ·have a question for Mr. Jordan?· Yeah.· Is

18· ·that up, down?

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· (Inaudible).

20· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Ms. McDaniel is

21· ·recognized.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Thank you,

23· ·Mr. Speaker.· Thank you, Mr. Jordan.· I just

24· ·want to commend that committee on all of the

25· ·hard work that you guys did.· I did watch
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·1· ·many of the sessions via the internet.· But

·2· ·I have just a few questions, if you don’t

·3· ·mind?· And just trying to make sure I

·4· ·understand processes, since this is my first

·5· ·time going through this.· When the green --

·6· ·is that District 6?· Can I -- where --

·7· ·where’s your -- may I hold that?· Okay,

·8· ·yeah, District 6, where we went down, looked

·9· ·like Beaufort, and picked up Charleston.· It

10· ·looked like we was about to make a complete

11· ·circle and we changed our mind?· Is that the

12· ·part where I'm hearing there’s concern about

13· ·where Charleston is split?

14· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, I'm sorry,

15· ·say that again?

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, if

17· ·you’re looking at District 6, and you go all

18· ·the way down by the coast?· And let me --

19· ·and let me preface by stating, I worked in

20· ·Charleston for six years, so I have a lot of

21· ·friends and associates that are still in

22· ·Charleston.· So, I do have an intricate

23· ·interest in Charleston, as well as my

24· ·district, which is District 6.· But in

25· ·District 6, it goes all the way down to the
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·1· ·coast, and I see Charleston written on the

·2· ·map, and it almost made a circle, but it did

·3· ·not.· It looked like it went around Berkley

·4· ·County.

·5· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 11:· She said one

·6· ·and six.

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Am I looking

·8· ·at the right map?

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, here --

10· ·here’s what I would say do, if you have the

11· ·-- I think you have some maps in front of

12· ·you.· The easiest --

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· This is the

14· ·right one.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· The easiest way

16· ·to do it is to compare the 2010 and the plan

17· ·before you.· And then --

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, let me

19· ·just ask the questions then, so I don’t have

20· ·to do that.· What percentage -- oh, any

21· ·commonsense person would think that when the

22· ·census came in, that Charleston grew -- if

23· ·I'm not mistaken -- more than any of the

24· ·other districts, is that correct?

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Parts of
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·1· ·Charleston grew, yes.· For instance, --

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· What --

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- Mount

·4· ·Pleasant, if you remember, we have a new

·5· ·House district --

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· What --

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- there,

·8· ·because of the exploding population,

·9· ·particularly on the coastal area.

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, is

11· ·Mount Pleasant a separate county, or is this

12· ·part of Charleston?

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Mount Pleasant

14· ·is part of Charleston.

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, so

16· ·Charleston is one of the counties that grew

17· ·more than any other county, correct?

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Correct.

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, so I

20· ·think the concern is, why would we split

21· ·Charleston?· Now, when I worked down in

22· ·Charleston, there was some sense of -- I

23· ·don't know how to say it, (inaudible) --

24· ·except just say it, that there -- that the

25· ·folk in Charle-- in North Charleston was a
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·1· ·whole lot different from the people that was

·2· ·on the -- on the bottom side of Charleston.

·3· ·On the side of Charleston downtown and going

·4· ·up -- and going across to Mount Pleasant and

·5· ·all those areas.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Uh-huh.

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· So, what was

·8· ·the motivation to actually split Charleston

·9· ·period?· Because I was thinking that as we

10· ·were drawing these maps, the counties that

11· ·were larger, most -- were in most part,

12· ·since the numbers were increasing, would be

13· ·the counties that we would make whole.· So,

14· ·what was the appetite for (inaudible) -- for

15· ·splitting Charleston?

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Well, remember,

17· ·-- something we’ve talked about previously -

18· ·- we’re dealing with not particular

19· ·counties, we’re dealing with that 700-plus

20· ·thousand people population that we have to,

21· ·--

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay.

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- you know,

24· ·divide up and put into groups equally.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, so --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, --

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· -- how many

·3· ·people do we have in Charleston? How many

·4· ·people lives in Charleston?

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· I don’t have

·6· ·the total, but I'm getting to your question

·7· ·here.· So, in the prior version, if you look

·8· ·at it you can see Charleston was actually

·9· ·split in two places.· So, it was always

10· ·split previously.· This version actually, in

11· ·my opinion, makes it better by minimalizing

12· ·that spit-- split down to one.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, but

14· ·that does not seem to be what I'm hearing

15· ·from most of the people I know that's still

16· ·lives in Charleston.· And people who are

17· ·concerned about if we had started with

18· ·Charleston and kept it whole -- which I'm

19· ·hearing a lot of Beaufort wanted to be part

20· ·of Charleston, and I'm also hearing that if

21· ·we kept Beaufort and Charleston together,

22· ·there still would have been room for other

23· ·people of that -- to put in that district.

24· ·So, if we had kept Charleston and Beaufort

25· ·whole, and started with that district first,
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·1· ·then we could have went around and made the

·2· ·other districts.

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Well, --

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Because --

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- may I -- may

·6· ·I answer that?

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Yeah, go

·8· ·ahead.

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, I would

10· ·point you back to a comment that I consider

11· ·very applicable, that Representative Thigpen

12· ·made a little while ago.· You know, picking

13· ·and choosing -- you know, you have to start

14· ·from somewhere, I'm not saying that.· But

15· ·saying, you know, one county is any more

16· ·favored than the other was not the process.

17· ·Again, I -- back to that criteria that we

18· ·applied, ultimately taking into

19· ·consideration the bigger point, which was

20· ·getting those equal populations in all seven

21· ·congressional districts.· So, just saying

22· ·Charleston -- as much as I love Charleston -

23· ·- has a priority over other counties, --

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay, so then

25· ·which county did we start with, as it
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·1· ·relates to starting to draw onto the maps?

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Well, in the

·3· ·version you’re looking at now, we

·4· ·essentially -- the starting point was the

·5· ·prior map that we lived under for ten years,

·6· ·that we look-- that we knew was legally

·7· ·appropriate, and Department of Justice

·8· ·approved.· I would also tell you -- and

·9· ·again, I think you have the sense, maybe,

10· ·that we’re picking on Charleston.· Most

11· ·larger counties are split.· Greenville,

12· ·Spartanburg, Richland all have splits to

13· ·accommodate this idea of making the

14· ·populations add up to that 700-plus thousand

15· ·equal number.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Okay.· Okay,

17· ·Rep Jordan.· Now, you do know that when you

18· ·all drew my House district, you all did go

19· ·into my district and make a community whole

20· ·that was not whole before?

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Now, be

22· ·careful, I don’t -- I don’t mean -- I mean,

23· ·what I mean by be careful is, be careful to

24· ·compare the House process and district.

25· ·Remember --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· No, no, no.

·2· ·I'm not speaking relative to process; I'm

·3· ·speaking relative to keeping communities

·4· ·whole.

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· You’re --

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· So, there was

·7· ·an appetite to make a community whole that

·8· ·was once split.· So, I guess I'm trying to

·9· ·figure out why it wasn’t an appetite to keep

10· ·Charleston whole, being it’s one of the

11· ·counties in the state that brings in a lot

12· ·of revenue, we have the Port down there.· We

13· ·-- I mean, that's where most of the people

14· ·who are moving from up North are moving to

15· ·Charleston.· So, I'm just still trying to

16· ·understand that appetite of not keeping

17· ·Charleston whole?· Particularly in light of

18· ·the concern that we keep hearing from most

19· ·of the individuals who are in that district,

20· ·as well as the ones who are in Congressman

21· ·Clyburn’s district.· Which I wouldn’t even

22· ·mind (inaudible) District 5, if you would

23· ·have brought Clyburn’s district on up to

24· ·District -- up to Fairfield, so that we

25· ·would have had an opportunity to probably
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·1· ·have a chance to be elected to Congress.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· So, what I

·3· ·would say goes back to a point I made to

·4· ·Representative Govan a little while ago.  I

·5· ·would love it if we could just use county

·6· ·lines, and the population all clicked into

·7· ·place, and we didn’t have to split

·8· ·Charleston, or Greenville, or Spartanburg,

·9· ·or Richland.· Which I think you would agree,

10· ·are all, you know, important counties in

11· ·South Carolina.· But I keep coming back to

12· ·this overriding concept that we have, to

13· ·make -- to make -- to follow the criteria, -

14· ·-

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Uh-huh.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- which you

17· ·can’t pick and choose, they’re all involved

18· ·in this process.

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Uh-huh.

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· But at the same

21· ·time, make the math work out and have,

22· ·substantially, the exact same number of

23· ·people living in each of these seven

24· ·congressional districts.

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· Well, I'm
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·1· ·going to commend you for standing up there

·2· ·and taking all of the questions that we have

·3· ·asked you.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· Well, that's

·5· ·about --

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· But --

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE JORDAN:· -- to stop.

·8· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MCDANIEL:· -- but I

·9· ·think that in some of the explanations, the

10· ·rehearsal, or the repetition, this is great.

11· ·But I do believe that we could have done a

12· ·better job, and I think with Charleston

13· ·being one of our largest and one of our most

14· ·productive counties in this state down on

15· ·the coast, it should have been stayed -- it

16· ·should have stayed whole, so that all of the

17· ·revenues would flow up together coming from

18· ·Charleston, while we kept -- keep

19· ·communities whole.· And I don't know how

20· ·much time you’ve spent in Charleston, but I

21· ·think North Charleston and Charleston

22· ·together would have done a lot to pull those

23· ·communities together, and make Charleston a

24· ·much better county overall.· Versus that

25· ·split between North Charleston and downtown
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·1· ·Charleston.· But thank you.

·2· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Mr. King is recognized.

·3· ·Mr. King.

·4· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Thank you, Mr.

·5· ·Speaker and colleagues.· I want to start off

·6· ·by saying, I'm concerned with the conduct of

·7· ·the meeting of the Judiciary Committee on

·8· ·Monday, January the 10th, 2022.· The rules

·9· ·of the Judiciary Committee are clear.· Rule

10· ·one states, that the first vice chair shall

11· ·preside over a committee meeting in the

12· ·absence of the chairman.· As the chairman

13· ·was absent from the meeting, the rules

14· ·required that I, in my capacity, as the

15· ·first vice chair, preside over the meeting.

16· ·Yet this did not happen.· Instead, another

17· ·representative presided over the meeting,

18· ·per written designation of the chairman that

19· ·cited unspecific, extra-ordinary

20· ·circumstances, as justification for this

21· ·unprecedented deviation from the normal

22· ·operating procedures of the Committee.· The

23· ·meeting was held in violation of the

24· ·Committee rules, and constituted a breach of

25· ·decorum in the House of Representatives.
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·1· · · · We are a body that functions according

·2· ·to established rules and procedures.· Yes,

·3· ·we are ruled by the majority, but the rights

·4· ·of the minorities, and the rights of

·5· ·individual members must -- and I say must --

·6· ·be respected.· Dis-procedure irregularity is

·7· ·particularly concerning because it took

·8· ·place during a meeting on congressional

·9· ·reapportionment.· The majority broke its own

10· ·rule.· Let me restate that, the majority

11· ·broke its own rule, in order to get this

12· ·bill to the floor today.

13· · · · And when we look at the map, you can

14· ·see why.· It is because this map is

15· ·gerrymandered.· It was drawn to elect six

16· ·Republicans and only one Democrat.· It

17· ·cracked and packs African American

18· ·communities, thus diluting the power of

19· ·African Americans to -- African Americans to

20· ·influence elections.· This map breaks up

21· ·counties and cities, in order to put as many

22· ·black folk, or black voters, into one

23· ·district.· Look no further than the

24· ·Lowcountry.· Look no further than Charleston

25· ·County.· A county that is nearly one quarter
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·1· ·black.· Rather than keep Charleston County

·2· ·whole, as the people have Charleston have

·3· ·testified again and again that they want,

·4· ·this map splits the county.· I was told in

·5· ·committee on Monday, that the 1st

·6· ·Congressional District is supposed to keep

·7· ·coastal communities together in one

·8· ·committee of interest.· That makes sense to

·9· ·me.

10· · · · Why then does this map go out of its

11· ·way to remove coastal communities in

12· ·Charleston County? I think John’s Island and

13· ·-- if I pronounce it right -- Wadmalaw

14· ·Island, have much more in coming with

15· ·Charleston and Beaufort than downtown

16· ·Columbia.· Yet under this map, both of those

17· ·islands are in the same District as downtown

18· ·Columbia, more than 100 miles away.

19· · · · As we vote for this map today, I would

20· ·have to vote against it.· As I stated in

21· ·committee on Monday, it is apparent -- it is

22· ·apparent that if you look at the map, the

23· ·heavily African American areas were placed

24· ·in Congressional District 6 to ensure that

25· ·Republicans win six of the seven
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·1· ·congressional districts in this state.· As

·2· ·I’ve stated earlier, Congressional District

·3· ·5 has no voice and no vote on these maps in

·4· ·subcommittee.· As I’ve state before, there

·5· ·are members on Judiciary that are from

·6· ·Congressional District 5, who were

·7· ·overlooked I the past.· Since we’re looking

·8· ·and have spoken about all day today by the

·9· ·chairman, that we wanted to be as closely in

10· ·line with what we did in the past

11· ·reapportionment and redistricting process.

12· ·That process was done by the election

13· ·commiss-- committee of Judiciary.· That was

14· ·not that -- that was not done this time.

15· · · · So, if we look at what has happened

16· ·during this process, it is important for me

17· ·to point out that if you look at who the

18· ·senior member is, and who has gone through

19· ·the process on Judiciary before of

20· ·redistricting, that is myself.· If you look

21· ·at the process, as to who sits on Election

22· ·Laws Subcommittee from the 5th Congressional

23· ·District, that is me, Representative John

24· ·King.· There was very effort to keep me out

25· ·of the process, starting with the selection
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·1· ·of the Committee.· Also, going into Judici--

·2· ·Judiciary meeting on Monday, to circumvent

·3· ·the rule where it says, “you shall, you

·4· ·shall, upon the absence of the chair, the

·5· ·vice chair chairs the Committee.” To those

·6· ·that are listening outside of the four walls

·7· ·of these chambers, look and listen --

·8· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 12:· That's right.

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- to what I'm

10· ·saying.· And they’re saying that the process

11· ·is transparent, open, and honest.· It has

12· ·not been.· It has not been.· The small

13· ·things that you all have done.· The small

14· ·things that you have done has given this a

15· ·black eye, when you could have been above

16· ·board about the process.· If the shoe fit,

17· ·wear it.· Whoever needs to hear this, wear

18· ·it.

19· · · · I cannot sit by and not say something

20· ·when you have blatantly disrespected me as a

21· ·member of this body.· This is the most

22· ·important piece of legislation that we will

23· ·take up in this chamber, because this piece

24· ·of legislation -- and when I say

25· ·legislation, I'm talking about

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-1     Page 90 of 140



Page 90
·1· ·reapportionment and redistricting -- will

·2· ·affect generations.· And those generations

·3· ·have some of my bloodline in it.· It has

·4· ·some of my bloodline in it, because my

·5· ·nieces, nephews, cousins, will have to live

·6· ·with the decisions that we make.· If we’re

·7· ·going to have rules, let’s follow them.· If

·8· ·you don’t follow the rules, why have them?

·9· ·You came up here to fast track this piece of

10· ·legislation by having the chairwoman of

11· ·Rules come up here.· But I go into

12· ·Judiciary, and the rules that we put in

13· ·place were not followed.· I'm not even sure

14· ·if this piece of legislation can even come

15· ·to the floor, because the procedures of what

16· ·we are supposed to do in Judiciary, by the

17· ·rules, were not followed.

18· · · · And the first thing that I was taught

19· ·when I was elected, and the speaker at that

20· ·time was Bobby Harrel, and we were in the

21· ·Block Building, and they brought us in for

22· ·orientation.· Two things they told us, your

23· ·word is your bond, learn the rules and

24· ·you’ll do well here.· I’ve always tried to

25· ·be honest, where you may not agree with me,
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·1· ·but I tell you how I feel, and you don’t

·2· ·have to wonder.· If you ask me something and

·3· ·I give you an answer, you can take it to the

·4· ·bank.· I will not lie to you.· I’ve tried to

·5· ·learn the rules and respect the rules.· And

·6· ·it is disheartening, regardless of how you

·7· ·may feel about me, it is disheartening when

·8· ·you walk into a committee meeting, and the

·9· ·rules are not followed, and you’re

10· ·disrespected.

11· · · · Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I'm

12· ·disappointed.· I'm disappointed in my

13· ·colleagues, and Mr. Speaker, I would hope

14· ·that you as the leader of this chamber,

15· ·would ensure that the rules that are put in

16· ·place are followed.· And let me say this,

17· ·this is by no way a jab at my colleague who

18· ·ran the meeting.· And let me be very clear

19· ·here, he’s more than capable of conducting

20· ·any meeting, but the process, and the rule

21· ·was not followed.· And I don’t take it

22· ·lightly, because it’s not about me, it’s

23· ·about this institution.· And when we, as

24· ·members of this Chamber disregard the

25· ·established rules that we vote on and put
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·1· ·forth, it hurts this institution that we all

·2· ·say we care and love.

·3· · · · So, while we may be up here voting for

·4· ·these maps today, what do we send -- or what

·5· ·message do we send to the general public

·6· ·when we can’t even follow the rules in which

·7· ·we have established in our committees and in

·8· ·this chamber?· But we’ll sit up here and

·9· ·make laws to put people in jail when they

10· ·don’t follow the rules of this state.

11· · · · Mr. Speaker, I think it’s dangerous.  I

12· ·think it’s dangerous when we have rules that

13· ·we circumvent to bring a congressional map

14· ·out here.· But more importantly, a

15· ·congressional map that does nothing but

16· ·empowers one particular party for the next

17· ·10 years.· Take away the race and how you

18· ·packed and cracked black districts, but more

19· ·importantly, why you made -- I -- I'm

20· ·concerned about every South Carolinian being

21· ·able to have an opportunity to run for which

22· ·ever party they run in, but have a fair

23· ·chance.· A fair chance, and an opportunity

24· ·to run for office and not be voted down

25· ·before they even put the name as a
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·1· ·registered person to run for office.

·2· · · · It’s not a good day in South Carolina,

·3· ·it’s a sad day in South Carolina.· And

·4· ·Representative Gilliard and I, a few years

·5· ·ago, for the members who were not here,

·6· ·when then Governor Nikki Haley made it a

·7· ·part of her administration to have everyone

·8· ·answer the phone, “it’s a great day in South

·9· ·Carolina.”· We put up a bill that said, “no,

10· ·it’s not.” It’s not a great day in South

11· ·Carolina, and I'm not going to pretend like

12· ·it is.· We’ve got children suffering in this

13· ·state.· We’ve got old folk that can’t even

14· ·keep their homes, because we’re taxing them

15· ·out.· And Wendy Brawley, Representative

16· ·Brawley, puts up something that would help

17· ·those folk, and we vote it down.· But we’ll

18· ·rush a bill that gives Republicans more

19· ·power in this state.· We’re fast to change

20· ·the rule when you’re afraid of who maybe the

21· ·chair.· All I have to do is follow the

22· ·rules, I have to conduct the meeting, what

23· ·more can I do? But you want to answer the

24· ·phones, “it’s a great day in South

25· ·Carolina,” when you have segments of this
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·1· ·community, of this state, who feel left out?

·2· ·Who feel unappreciated? And we’re up here

·3· ·drawing maps that will affect people for

·4· ·years to come, and then you wonder why

·5· ·private loan don’t want to move to South

·6· ·Carolina?· Or better yet, when we have

·7· ·people who are here in South Carolina, who

·8· ·want to stay here, they have to leave

·9· ·because they don’t have opportunities, or

10· ·they don’t feel like they have

11· ·opportunities, to want to stay here.

12· · · · We come up here every year and argue

13· ·about how many students come here from out

14· ·of state, and go to different institutions

15· ·around this state, and then they leave, and

16· ·we have given them scholarships and they

17· ·don’t stay in South Carolina.· It’s because

18· ·of the craziness we do in this room.· People

19· ·don’t want to come to a state where we’re

20· ·divided and can’t do things right.· People

21· ·are looking at us.· I’ve been in South

22· ·Carolina my entire life, I love this state,

23· ·when I graduated from Morehouse, I had job

24· ·offers all over the country, as most men of

25· ·Morehouse have, because that's what they
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·1· ·pride themselves on.

·2· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 13:· Excuse me.

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· And while you may

·4· ·laugh, honestly, they focus on that, career

·5· ·planning and placement.· But I chose to come

·6· ·back home, because I love South Carolina.

·7· ·South Carolina has been good to me, it’s

·8· ·been good to my family, but I can’t say the

·9· ·same for my nieces and my nephews in

10· ·reference to staying in this state.

11· · · · We have to do better.· And to vote for

12· ·these gerrymandered maps, which pack and

13· ·crack African American areas of this state,

14· ·it’s not right.· Absolutely, not right.

15· ·There’s no way if you look at this map, you

16· ·can make Beaufort whole, go down, take all

17· ·the black folk, put them in Congressional

18· ·District 6.· Crack it, divide it, whatever

19· ·you want to call it, so that you weaken the

20· ·voices of the people of District 1.· All

21· ·because there’s been a Democrat there

22· ·before, we’ve got to go in there and we’ve

23· ·got to make sure that no Democrat don’t win

24· ·that congressional seat no more.· Make it

25· ·competitive, as it was.· Heck, a Democrat
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·1· ·had it, Republican had it.· Then it went

·2· ·back to the Republican.· It was a

·3· ·competitive district.

·4· · · · So, those that are listening, who are

·5· ·preparing to sue South Carolina?· Yes, this

·6· ·is party driven lines.· And how did they do

·7· ·it?· Cracked the black districts and packed,

·8· ·and put them all in Congressional 6.· Now, I

·9· ·respect my congressman, but I think he needs

10· ·competition over in Congressional District

11· ·5.· I believe that we all should have an

12· ·opportunity, regardless of if you are a

13· ·Democrat or Republican, to run for those

14· ·seats and not be counted out before you even

15· ·start.· I'm pretty sure Congressman Clyburn

16· ·wouldn’t mind giving up some black folk to

17· ·make other districts competitive in this

18· ·state, because he’s under the belief that

19· ·he’s done a great job.· People have seen his

20· ·work, and they’ll vote for him.· But it

21· ·seems as if Republicans are afraid of

22· ·competition.· Do your job, people vote for

23· ·you, regardless of if your Democrat or

24· ·Republican.· There are some Democrats and

25· ·some Republicans that are in heavy
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·1· ·republican districts or democrat districts.

·2· ·It’s the person.· But you all want to crack

·3· ·and pack, in order to accomplish your goal

·4· ·of 10 years of non-competitive districts.

·5· · · · Us today, maybe you tomorrow, because I

·6· ·remember when South Carolina was a Democrat

·7· ·state.· And guess what, Democrats shared

·8· ·power.· But when it’s time for someone to

·9· ·serve as a chair, according to the rules,

10· ·Republicans change the rules.· Without even

11· ·-- without two thirds vote of the Committee.

12· ·By just a written letter by one person, the

13· ·chair of the Committee.· Remember, John

14· ·today, maybe you tomorrow.· Because the

15· ·rules don’t just affect me, it affects

16· ·everyone in this room.· Every one of us in

17· ·this room.· We got to live in this state

18· ·together, you all.· We’ve got to start doing

19· ·what's right for the people of South

20· ·Carolina.· And today was the day to start by

21· ·drawing fair maps, which allows every voice

22· ·to be heard in every district.· Obviously,

23· ·the congressional people didn’t care,

24· ·because when we asked Representative Jordan,

25· ·had any of them participated in the process,
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·1· ·they didn’t say -- they didn’t care, because

·2· ·he said that no one reached out to him from

·3· ·the congressional people.· Unlike everyone

·4· ·in this room, when it came down to our

·5· ·districts, we were involved, because we

·6· ·wanted to ensure that the communities of

·7· ·interest stayed intact.· Oh, they didn’t

·8· ·have to worry about it, because they knew

·9· ·they was going to pack all the black folk in

10· ·Congressional 6.· They were going to go down

11· ·into Charleston and crack it a little bit to

12· ·make Congressional 1 stronger for the

13· ·Republican.· And they were assured once they

14· ·did that, all the rest of them were going to

15· ·be taken care of.

16· · · · So, to answer your question, Ms.

17· ·McDaniel, the map started with Congressional

18· ·6.· They had to make sure all the black folk

19· ·were put with Clyburn.· Then they went

20· ·around that and created all the others.· So,

21· ·that's how the map was created.· They were

22· ·going to get you one Democrat.· And how do

23· ·you do that?· We crack and we pack.· So,

24· ·while you may not know the answer, or they

25· ·may not give it to you, I can assure you,
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·1· ·that's how it was created.· That was that

·2· ·rule.· The rule was, and the instructions

·3· ·was, we got to get Jim Clyburn, Congressman

·4· ·Clyburn out of the way, because then that

·5· ·way we can get all the Republicans elected

·6· ·across the other six congressional

·7· ·districts.· So, we’re going to pack all the

·8· ·black folk from Richland County and all over

·9· ·into Congressional District 6.· They -- I'm

10· ·surprised they didn’t come to Fairfield,

11· ·because you all are heavily African

12· ·American.· I guess they had to give

13· ·Congressman Norman just a little bit of

14· ·black folk.

15· · · · So, as you continue this process, don’t

16· ·think that people in this state are

17· ·delusional as to how this process has

18· ·faltered, has been -- has gone the way that

19· ·the Republicans were instructed to do it.

20· ·And because I'm vocal, they started there.

21· ·Senior member, only one been through

22· ·redistricting as a House member?· No, no,

23· ·no, he isn’t going to be on that committee,

24· ·talks too much.· Come around -- see, let me

25· ·tell you about me, I'm honest, I know what
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·1· ·you say about me so it don’t matter.· And I

·2· ·know I talk.· But one thing people know in

·3· ·House District 49 -- and my colleagues will

·4· ·tell you, because I get on TV up there --

·5· ·what I say here, I say it back home.· When I

·6· ·walk in places in my district?· Go in some

·7· ·of the store up there, they got my picture

·8· ·up.· Representative King in my district.

·9· ·They trust me, because I'm always honest

10· ·with them.· I have people who call me on my

11· ·phone and say, “Representative King, I don’t

12· ·like how you voted, I isn’t voting for you.”

13· ·I said, “that's your prerogative, don’t vote

14· ·for me.” I don’t come down here to be

15· ·elected for two more years.· My time might

16· ·be out in June.

17· · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER 12:· That's right.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· But you’re going

19· ·to know I’ve been here for the last 12 to 13

20· ·years.· I'm going to leave a mark.· And if I

21· ·get elected again, only God’s grace.· But

22· ·the two years that he has blessed me with,

23· ·I'm going to do what I have to do for my

24· ·constituency.· So, yeah, until this process

25· ·change, and we are respected in this body,
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·1· ·we will never move forward in this state.

·2· ·And I know you all have it in you to do the

·3· ·right thing.· But I'm glad I'm of a party --

·4· ·and when I'm saying -- I'm talking about the

·5· ·Democratic Party, I'm glad that Trav

·6· ·(phonetic) know not to call me and tell me

·7· ·how to vote.· I'm glad I'm of a party that

·8· ·doesn’t put pressure on me and tell me I

·9· ·have to tow the party line, because they

10· ·recognize that each one of their members who

11· ·sign up to run as a Democrat has a

12· ·constituency that they have to represent.

13· · · · I'm sorry you all have to go through

14· ·that, because I wouldn’t be of a party that

15· ·it had to be dic-- they have to be dictating

16· ·to me what I have -- what I can and cannot

17· ·do.· That I can’t be an individual.· Because

18· ·I know from the conversations I have with

19· ·you all, and then I watch your vote, I know

20· ·that can’t be who you really are.· Because

21· ·you all are some good people up in here, but

22· ·some of you are controlled by the wrong

23· ·party, or the wrong people.

24· · · · I don’t get very religious up in here,

25· ·but it’s times like this that hurt.· But my
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·1· ·mother always says, before I leave to come

·2· ·down here, she’ll say, “John, it’ll be all

·3· ·right because the God we serve, --” I never

·4· ·leave home without my mother praying,

·5· ·silently, every morning.· I walk downstairs,

·6· ·I find my mom on her knees praying for each

·7· ·one of her children.· I'm baffled and hurt

·8· ·that this elected body would disenfranchise

·9· ·people of this state for at least the next

10· ·10 to twenty years.· 10 years, the tables

11· ·could be turned.· I’ve seen people up here

12· ·who have voted on bills, that have come back

13· ·and apologized, said “I was on the wrong

14· ·side.”· And I believe -- whole heartedly

15· ·believe, that some of you will be saying

16· ·that in the very near future.

17· · · · Mr. Speaker, I’ll take any questions if

18· ·there are any, but I want to thank you all

19· ·for listening to me.

20· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Ms. Matthews, you have

21· ·a question? You’re recognized.

22· · · · REPRESENTATIVE MATTHEWS:· Thank you,

23· ·Mr. Chair.· Representative King, did you

24· ·know that when I heard what happened to you,

25· ·I was utterly disturbed?· And I guess, the
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·1· ·first thing that came to my mind is the

·2· ·question that I will ask you, is when that

·3· ·happened did any one of the Republicans in

·4· ·the room stand up and say, “this isn’t

·5· ·right, we need to do what is supposed to be

·6· ·done?”

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Representative

·8· ·Matthews, no one.· No one.· Rep-- no one

·9· ·said anything.

10· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Gilliard, did you have

11· ·a question, sir?· Mr. Gilliard is

12· ·recognized.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GILLIARD:· Thank you,

14· ·Mr. Speaker.· Thank you.· Is this on?

15· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Uh-uh, but I hear

16· ·you.

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GILLIARD:· Well, I want

18· ·everybody to hear me.· One, two, thank you.

19· ·Mr. Speaker, I think of -- point of -- my

20· ·question is to you and the Clerk, Mr.

21· ·Speaker.· Point of information, I have a

22· ·question?

23· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Yes sir, Mr. Gilliard?

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GILLIARD:· Let’s say

25· ·that what Representative King so eloquently
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·1· ·stated, that the parliament-- parliamentary

·2· ·procedure was circumvented, is what I wanted

·3· ·to say.· Let’s say that did happen.· What’s

·4· ·the rules of the House for that committee

·5· ·that when you look at S. 865, this Amendment

·6· ·here, is this legit?· If that by virtue of

·7· ·what happened, as he stated in that

·8· ·committee meeting?· Because he was

·9· ·overlooked, his responsibilities.· So, the

10· ·procedure was broken at that point.· So,

11· ·anything that came out of that committee,

12· ·during the -- that day, that particular day,

13· ·like Representative King stated, is this, S.

14· ·865 Amendment legit?· Should we be

15· ·entertaining this?· That's my question.

16· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Okay.· You raising that

17· ·question as a point, Mr. Gilliard?

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GILLIARD:· Yes, sir.

19· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Okay, well here’s my

20· ·understanding of the rule, and how it

21· ·applies.· We have committees, and we have

22· ·the House floor, and we have rules for

23· ·committees, and we have rules for the House

24· ·floor.· Mr. King, in his argument, is

25· ·referencing a rule, I believe, that refers
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·1· ·to the first Vice Chair.· There are a couple

·2· ·of rules that deal with the issue of who

·3· ·presides in a committee meeting, and how

·4· ·that can be monitored.· Needless to say, a

·5· ·committee enforces its own procedural

·6· ·committee --

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GILLIARD:· Right.

·8· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· -- rules.· So, it’s up

·9· ·to that committee to deal with a procedural

10· ·violation, if it is raised in that

11· ·committee.· Once it is dealt with, and it’s

12· ·a procedural violation, then I can’t deal

13· ·with it on the floor.· So, if the argument

14· ·is that a procedural rule is broken in the

15· ·Judiciary Committee, can the Speaker of the

16· ·House somehow go down to the committee level

17· ·and rectify that?· I cannot.· So, that would

18· ·-- that motion would not be appropriate for

19· ·the floor, Mr. Gilliard.

20· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GILLIARD:· Okay.

21· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Do you have a question

22· ·of me, Dr. Thigpen?· Of Doc-- Mr. King?

23· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Yes, sir.

24· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Dr. Thigpen?

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Thank you, Mr.

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-1     Page 106 of
140



Page 106
·1· ·Speaker, for not only your explanation of

·2· ·the rules, both of the Committee and the

·3· ·House, but also for recognizing me for this

·4· ·question for Representative King.

·5· · · · Representative King, I too, do you

·6· ·know, was concerned about what took place in

·7· ·Judiciary as I was there.· Do you know that

·8· ·I thought that you handled it well, with

·9· ·great decency and civility, as I would

10· ·expect of you?· Did you know that beyond

11· ·your personal concern, as it relates to not

12· ·only you, but this entire body, and what we

13· ·do moving forward, not even this particular

14· ·bill, rules, procedures, and our policies

15· ·that govern us -- our adhering to them, is

16· ·vitally important?

17· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Most definitely.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Would you --

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· And I -- let me -

20· ·- let me say this to you, my discussion of

21· ·the rule violation that happened on Monday

22· ·is not about me.· I want to be very clear.

23· ·It’s about this institution that we all say

24· ·we love.· And if we have rules that are in

25· ·place regardless of who the person is, we
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·1· ·have an obligation to follow the rules.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Would you

·3· ·agree with me in saying that we all seek to

·4· ·operate in good faith and not bad faith?

·5· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Most definitely.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· That our

·7· ·desire to come here is for the betterment

·8· ·of, not only our state, but this body?

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Yes, sir.

10· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Would you

11· ·agree that rules not only protect the

12· ·person, but it even protects us from

13· ·ourselves, as well as protects the integrity

14· ·of the institution.· Would you agree with

15· ·that?

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· My point exactly.

17· ·So, I agree with you, and that's what I’ve

18· ·been trying to say in reference to ensuring

19· ·that we follow the rules, because of the

20· ·integrity of the institution.

21· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Would you

22· ·agree that rules serve the wheel of the

23· ·majority, but also seek to protect the

24· ·minority?

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· That is what it’s
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·1· ·supposed to do.

·2· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· In what took

·3· ·place, and what we see happening now, my

·4· ·concern, did you know, is that as we

·5· ·decrease in number as the minority party,

·6· ·that heavy becomes the mantle on the

·7· ·majority party, to adhering to rules and

·8· ·regulation.· Not for the sake of me, or you,

·9· ·or this legislative body, but particularly

10· ·for precedent that we set.· Did you know

11· ·that?

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Yes.

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· And as much as

14· ·I believe, and want to believe, and have

15· ·good faith in the intent of individuals

16· ·beyond the intentions, because good

17· ·intentions pave a great pathway to hell.· It

18· ·must be the rules and the regulations, and

19· ·the policies and procedures that guide us,

20· ·so that at the end of the day, regardless of

21· ·whether we are Democrat or Republican, or

22· ·what position we hold, on any committee, it

23· ·is what allows us to rise above those

24· ·things, and do what is not only most

25· ·efficient, but what is in the best interest
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·1· ·of the wheel of the entire body.· Did you

·2· ·know that?

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Yes.· Let me say

·4· ·this to you, Dr. Thigpen.· I still don’t

·5· ·understand why the rule was not followed.

·6· ·As a member of the Judiciary Committee, if

·7· ·I'm the chair, I have to still follow the

·8· ·rules, I have to conduct the meeting in

·9· ·order.· And so, what bothers me, is if you -

10· ·- and I’ve stated this before, is the entire

11· ·process, if you look at it from my vantage

12· ·point, the entire process was to circumvent

13· ·any involvement of myself.· Because if you

14· ·go back and look at how we have done

15· ·redistricting in the past, it was done

16· ·through election laws, in which I sat on.

17· ·Okay? Secondarily, we had one of my members

18· ·from my Congressional District, when -- in

19· ·which I respect and know he would have done

20· ·an amazing job, could not serve, for

21· ·whatever particular reason.· Yet, they left

22· ·that seat vacant, after I’ve called and

23· ·inquired about being on redistricting and

24· ·reapportionment.· Okay? So, let’s put it out

25· ·there.· Then I get to a meeting on Monday
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·1· ·where I'm supposed to serve as the chair,

·2· ·because the chair was not there.· A letter

·3· ·from the Chair comes in, that says he

·4· ·appoints another one of my colleagues.

·5· ·Okay? According to any rules, I would

·6· ·assume, to establish the rules, or to change

·7· ·the rule, I think it takes two-thirds vote,

·8· ·which did not happen in committee, which you

·9· ·sat in on.· A letter was written.· So, what

10· ·I'm -- as you have stated, we have now set a

11· ·standard, because it was allowed.

12· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Well, did you

13· ·know that I too share in your alarm, I too

14· ·share in your concern.· Did you know that I

15· ·want to thank you for taking the time to

16· ·come and address this?· I also wanted to say

17· ·that I do understand that there are persons

18· ·who have different interpretations of rules.

19· ·Do you know that I also understand that

20· ·there were other remedies that were

21· ·available to the Committee to act, i.e.· the

22· ·example that you just gave, that tit could

23· ·have been brought to a two-thirds vote.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Representative --

25· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· And --
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·1· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· -- Representative

·2· ·--

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· -- did you

·4· ·know that they quite possibly could have

·5· ·even had the two-thirds vote there.

·6· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Representative

·7· ·Thigpen, let me say this to you, I'm not

·8· ·going to give people an out on

·9· ·interpretation.· Interpretation says,

10· ·“shall,” S-H-A-L-L, okay? So, there is no

11· ·other interpretation but shall serve, okay?

12· ·So, if we are having people that can’t

13· ·interpret, or understand the definition or

14· ·the meaning of shall, then we’re in trouble

15· ·with this state.

16· · · · REPRESENTATIVE THIGPEN:· Well, I’ll go

17· ·to my seat on this final question.· Did you

18· ·know that what concerns me most is that when

19· ·presented, even though it was noted your

20· ·objection, we did not take an action, even

21· ·an action as to vote as to how the majority

22· ·at that point felt?· And I do believe, did

23· ·you know, that the responsibility of

24· ·upholding the fairness, the good faith of

25· ·this body, is increasingly more and more on
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·1· ·the majority party as they gain more seats,

·2· ·did you know that?

·3· · · · REPRESENTATIVE KING:· Well, you mention

·4· ·about gaining more seats, that was a part of

·5· ·the cracking and packing in what we were

·6· ·doing and what’s happening up here.· So, we

·7· ·have issues.· I will publicly state and put

·8· ·in the record that I believe what we are

·9· ·doing today should not even happen, based

10· ·on, we did not follow the rules of the

11· ·Committee.· Which means you voted out a bill

12· ·where a fully constitutional -- or

13· ·constituted meeting didn’t happen, because

14· ·the rules were not followed.· And for those

15· ·attorneys that are waiting to sue South

16· ·Carolina for these maps, go pick up the

17· ·rules for the House Judiciary Committee, and

18· ·show that South Carolina didn't even follow

19· ·its own rules to conduct a meeting to even

20· ·discuss the congressional maps.· So, as I

21· ·take my seat, I hope that the ones of you

22· ·who are in the chamber, who took your

23· ·responsibility, what your constituents sent

24· ·you down here for, I appreciate you standing

25· ·here and listening.· Because we don’t always
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·1· ·agree or like what the other person has to

·2· ·say, but you stayed in here.· And for those

·3· ·Republican and Democrats that didn’t? I hope

·4· ·their constituents are looking at them.

·5· ·This is the most important piece of

·6· ·legislation that are doing, and members are

·7· ·not even in this room.· Regardless of you’re

·8· ·listening or not, people are watching you,

·9· ·they see that you’re in your seat.· And

10· ·isn’t that much talking in lobby, so you

11· ·can’t go home and tell your constituents,

12· ·“Well, I was outside talking to a

13· ·constituent online,” you’ve been gone all

14· ·day.· So, I appreciate the ones of you that

15· ·have stayed in here, and you have listened

16· ·to my concern with the map, my concern with

17· ·the process.· I appreciate you and I thank

18· ·you.

19· · · · And Mr. Speaker, as we move forward,

20· ·and as we work together to try to make South

21· ·Carolina better, I hope that you will

22· ·encourage each one of us, regardless about

23· ·how we may feel about someone, to follow the

24· ·rules.· Follow the rules that we have put in

25· ·place to conduct our meetings.· Mr. Speaker,
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·1· ·it starts with the head.· And I am asking

·2· ·you, as my speaker, who I voted for, to

·3· ·serve me and my colleagues, to ensure, so

·4· ·that we can all work together to ensure that

·5· ·the rules are followed, and that they are

·6· ·fair, and interpreted not for your benefit,

·7· ·for the benefit of the citizens of South

·8· ·Carolina.· Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

·9· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Thank you, Mr. King.

10· ·Ms. Brawley is recognized to speak on the

11· ·Amendment.· Members, the pending question, -

12· ·-

13· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:

14· ·(Inaudible).

15· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Ms. Cobb-Hunter? Ms.

16· ·Cobb-Hunter is recognized to be heard on

17· ·Amendment 1.· Ms. Cobb-Hunter.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you

19· ·so much, Mr. Speaker and members.· I'm not

20· ·going to be here long, I just wanted to come

21· ·up and make sure that there was clarity on

22· ·the point and the questions that I raised

23· ·for Chairman Jordan regarding Section 2, and

24· ·whether an analysis had been done on the

25· ·Congressional District maps per Section 2 of

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-1     Page 115 of
140



Page 115
·1· ·the Voting Rights Act.· Let me back up and

·2· ·remind you, for some of you who are not --

·3· ·this is all new to you, there is something

·4· ·called the Voting Rights Act that is being

·5· ·fought in the Congress right now, which has

·6· ·been around for decades, which has been

·7· ·reauthorized for decades by Republican

·8· ·Administrations, and Republican Presidents

·9· ·signed it into law.· We are at a point in

10· ·our history now where voter participation

11· ·seems to be of interest depending on who is

12· ·participating.· What I am concerned about,

13· ·Mr. Speaker, in addition to all of the

14· ·points that have been raised by my

15· ·colleagues about the process, is the voter -

16· ·- the adherence to the voting rights act.

17· ·For those of you in here who are attorneys,

18· ·you may recall that there is something

19· ·called the 1965 voting rights act, which

20· ·protects the rights, mainly, of voters of

21· ·color, of handicap or disabled voters, and

22· ·people who have problems accessing the

23· ·polls.· We used to have, prior to 2013,

24· ·before Chief Justice Roberts decided in his

25· ·infinite wisdom, along with the majority of
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·1· ·accord at that time, to remove section 5

·2· ·from the Voting Rights Act.· Section 5

·3· ·required preclearance among other things.

·4· ·And all that simply said is that before a

·5· ·state could sign off or pass a vote -- a

·6· ·redistricting plan, that it had to be

·7· ·precleared by the department of justice.

·8· ·When that was eliminated in 2013, that

·9· ·pretty much, for all practical purposes

10· ·gutted the Voting Rights Act.· But what it

11· ·did leave was Section 2.· And when we talk

12· ·about tools in our tool kit, what it did

13· ·leave was one little lynchpin what people

14· ·who are concerned about access to voting

15· ·could hang their hat on.· When I raised the

16· ·question with Mr. Jordan, about whether an

17· ·analysis of Section 2 had been done, and he

18· ·is a very skilled attorney, but I never

19· ·quite got a yes or no answer from him.· And

20· ·so, from my perspective, if it’s pretty

21· ·clear-cut, I think it’s very easy to say,

22· ·“yes,” or “no.” The fact that I got a

23· ·lawyer’s response, to me, suggests that

24· ·perhaps a Section 2 analysis had not been

25· ·done.· Let me tell you why that is important
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·1· ·for purposes of this conversation.· If there

·2· ·is not a Section 2 analysis that has been

·3· ·done, what that allows is for districts to

·4· ·be cracked and packed.· Mr. Speaker, could I

·5· ·get a little order back in here? I know that

·6· ·people aren't interested in what I have to

·7· ·say, but I'm not going to be very long.

·8· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· All right.

·9· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· But when

10· ·I'm distracted by sounds it makes me talk

11· ·longer.

12· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· House -- House will be

13· ·in order.· You’re doing a good job, Ms.

14· ·Cobb-Hunter.· They’re doing a pretty good

15· ·job, but I’ll see if I can get everybody to

16· ·keep their seats, keep their conversations

17· ·outside and not in the chamber.· Ms. Cobb-

18· ·Hunter.

19· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Thank you

20· ·so much, Mr. Speaker.· You know, Mr.

21· ·Speaker, next session, we need to think

22· ·about what we can do about that little back

23· ·wall back there.· I don't know if it’s a

24· ·magnet or something, but it seems to attract

25· ·people in conversations.· It’s empty now,
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·1· ·but it’s really distracting when you’re up

·2· ·here trying to make your point and you hear

·3· ·a bunch of stuff.· But thank you, Mr.

·4· ·Speaker for getting order for me.· Here’s

·5· ·the point I'm trying to make to you, when

·6· ·Representative Matthews, following up on our

·7· ·question to the chair, gave you the specific

·8· ·areas, and the precincts, and the census

·9· ·blocks in Charleston that had been shifted,

10· ·Mr. Speaker and members, it is clear that

11· ·whether we want to own it or not, there was

12· ·serious cracking and packing done in the 6th

13· ·Congressional District and the 1st

14· ·Congressional District.· Without a Section 2

15· ·analysis, that gives the Committee and

16· ·thereby this body the authority to sign off

17· ·on that.· Mr. King talked about process, a

18· ·committee process, what I would like you to

19· ·think about for future reference, is a

20· ·process as a whole.· You may recall that

21· ·there is legislation right now in the

22· ·Judiciary Committee which would change the

23· ·way that we draw lines, and this entire

24· ·process.· Whether we want to do it or not,

25· ·we, meaning those of us who were blessed and
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·1· ·highly favored enough to be in these chairs

·2· ·and across the hall.· Whether we want to or

·3· ·not, a large portion of the public here in

·4· ·South Carolina is interested in not having

·5· ·politicians pick voters, but having voters

·6· ·pick the politicians.· And so, I offer that

·7· ·to you in the for what it’s worth

·8· ·department, because Mr. Speaker, one of the

·9· ·things that is most troubling about this

10· ·Amendment, and one of the main reasons that

11· ·it will be voting against this Amendment, is

12· ·because it eliminates, in my view, the

13· ·competitiveness of Congressional District 1.

14· ·What we’ve done, and Ms. Matthews was clear

15· ·in her annunciation of those precincts and

16· ·those census blocks that were in that --

17· ·that have been moved around.· What we did,

18· ·in effect, was as move all the black people

19· ·out of Congressional District 1 that are in

20· ·Charleston County, and pack them into the

21· ·6th Congressional District.· Because we

22· ·didn’t do a Section 2 analysis, that allows

23· ·that to be done.· What we’ve done, by saying

24· ·that we’re going to, on one hand, keep

25· ·communities of interest together, goes back
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·1· ·to the point that Representative Kambrell

·2· ·was making.· It is unclear to me how we can

·3· ·see commonality between Richland Northeast

·4· ·and Charleston County.· That's quite a

·5· ·stretch and quite a distance.· And I think

·6· ·Mr. Kambrell, very eloquently, made that

·7· ·point.· And I would remind you all that we

·8· ·need.· To not just talk the talk, but walk

·9· ·the walk, if we are serious about keeping

10· ·communities of interest together.· And Mr.

11· ·Speaker, at the risk of blasphemy, let me

12· ·say that the Senate has shown us the way.

13· ·The Senate has today, as I understand it,

14· ·released a map that has Charleston County

15· ·and Beaufort County whole, and in one

16· ·district.· So, this business about we

17· ·couldn’t do it shouldn’t be we couldn’t do

18· ·it, we chose not to do it.· And there is a

19· ·big difference.· And so, Mr. Speaker, I

20· ·appreciate the patience that the members

21· ·have shown for the most part, except some

22· ·ppl who are just rude by nature and can't do

23· ·any better.· But I really want us to

24· ·understand the gravity of what we are about

25· ·to do.· And I would encourage those of you
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·1· ·who believe that we ought to have a

·2· ·redistricting process that requires us to

·3· ·speak to voters about issues that are

·4· ·important to us.· We need to have a

·5· ·redistricting process that makes these seats

·6· ·more competitive, and that's on both sides

·7· ·of the isle.· Because I'm a firm believer,

·8· ·Mr. Speaker, that the seats belong to the

·9· ·people not to individuals.· And I know that

10· ·there are some of us on both sides of the

11· ·isle who get it twisted.· Some of us think

12· ·of these seats as our seats, and they’re

13· ·not.· The seats belong to the people, the

14· ·people have a right to make a change at

15· ·whatever point they choose to do so.· So, I

16· ·just wanted, as I pointed out, Mr. Speaker,

17· ·to stop by and say from this podium what was

18· ·attempting to say from my seat, and that is

19· ·without a Section 2 analysis, which I don’t

20· ·think was done on this plan, that opened the

21· ·door for the Committee, whether intentional

22· ·or not, to crack and pack people of color

23· ·into a district that's already designated as

24· ·a district held by a person of color.· So,

25· ·why do we need to add more people of color
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·1· ·to that district? What we in effect did, in

·2· ·my opinion in this map, is to remove enough

·3· ·voters of color from the 1st Congressional

·4· ·District, and thereby affecting voters of

·5· ·color in the 1st Congressional District to

·6· ·be able to support a candidate of their

·7· ·choice, or influence I should say, a

·8· ·candidate who may be of a different

·9· ·political party.· And so, with those of you

10· ·who are here, and this is your first bite at

11· ·the apple, as far as redistricting is

12· ·concerned, I would encourage you, especially

13· ·those of you who are Democrats, who are more

14· ·likely Mr. Kambrell, to be here in ten

15· ·years, let this be a teachable moment for

16· ·you.· Let this be an opportunity to learn

17· ·what not to do.· An di would encourage

18· ·Democrats to look within its own caucus, to

19· ·look in the mirror, and before we start

20· ·(inaudible) pointing fingers at the

21· ·Republicans and what they did or didn’t do

22· ·in this plan, we need to understand that a

23· ·person can’t ride your back unless it’s

24· ·bent.· And if we don’t have a strategy, if

25· ·we don’t have the kind of leadership that
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·1· ·will bring us together, and arrive at a

·2· ·common goal, than this is what’s going to

·3· ·happen.· My final comments, again, is a

·4· ·message that hopefully will be resonant with

·5· ·you in eight years when we start doing this.

·6· ·You ought to be now, and I'm talking

·7· ·strictly to Democrats, here’s how you

·8· ·prevent all of this from becoming the major

·9· ·issue that it is now, in my opinion.· You

10· ·stop whining and complaining, and then get

11· ·off your butts and do some work.· And what

12· ·do I mean by that? We know that the

13· ·redistricting is based on the census count.

14· ·We know that the previous administration did

15· ·everything they could to make sure that

16· ·people were not counted.· We know that .And

17· ·what I’ve said to anybody who will listen,

18· ·we know what the problem is, we’ve seen it,

19· ·we experienced it.· We need to learn from

20· ·this, Ms. McDaniel.· And those of us who

21· ·call ourselves Democrats, instead of sitting

22· ·around, whining about what we think we’ve

23· ·lost, we need to be out here mobilizing with

24· ·community-based groups, getting the word

25· ·out, educating our communities about the
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·1· ·importance, Mr. Clyburn, of the census, and

·2· ·responding to the census.· Anything else is

·3· ·a waste of time, a waste of energy, and a

·4· ·waste of effort.· And so, I leave you with

·5· ·this challenge, those of you who will be

·6· ·here in 2020, and Mr. Speaker, I'm looking

·7· ·at these young Democrats who are in here,

·8· ·Ms. Wetmore, and Ms. Johnson, and Mr.

·9· ·Kambrell, and all of these good people.· Ms.

10· ·(Inaudible) and Mr. Gilliard, you’ll be here

11· ·too.· You aren't as young as them, but I

12· ·just got faith that you’re going to be here.

13· ·And so, I'm hoping you will lead the charge,

14· ·Mr. Gilliard, and remind these young people

15· ·of how important leadership is in everything

16· ·we do.· Leadership matter, the lack of

17· ·leadership matters even more.· And so, as I

18· ·take my seat, Mr. Speaker, thank you for

19· ·allowing me to come up, and to have my say.

20· ·I appreciate it, but I wanted to make sure

21· ·that I had an opportunity to explain to you

22· ·why I will be voting no on this Amendment.

23· ·Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker.· I don’t

24· ·think there are any questions, but I would

25· ·be more than happy to respond if there are.
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·1· ·I think everybody’s probably ready to go.

·2· ·Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

·3· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Thank you, Ms. Cobb-

·4· ·Hunter.· All right, members, pending

·5· ·question is the adoption of Amendment 1.

·6· ·All those in favor, --

·7· · · · REPRESENTATIVE COBB-HUNTER:· Roll call.

·8· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· -- Ms. Cobb-Hunter

·9· ·requests a roll call, do nine members second

10· ·her request? Nine do, a roll call is

11· ·required and ordered.· We’ll vote on the

12· ·board.· Again, the pending question is the

13· ·adoption of Amendment 1.

14· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Time has expired.

15· ·Polls will close, clerk will tabulate, by a

16· ·vote of 73 to 35, Amendment 1 is adopted.

17· ·There being no further amendments on the

18· ·desk, Mr. -- Mr. Govan, for what purpose to

19· ·you rise? The pending question is passage of

20· ·Senate Bill 865 as amended.· Mr. Govan has

21· ·asked to be hard on the Bill and is

22· ·recognized.· House will be in order.· Let’s

23· ·give Mr. Govan your attention.

24· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· Thank you, Mr.

25· ·Speaker.· Members of the House, I'm not
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·1· ·going to be very long, I think you have --

·2· ·in fact, I'm not going to be long at all.  I

·3· ·think you’ve heard from my colleagues, in

·4· ·terms of various arguments, in terms of with

·5· ·the regards and the concerns about this

·6· ·particular plan.· But I would be remiss if I

·7· ·not -- if I did not stand here and share

·8· ·with you the ramifications in terms of what

·9· ·we’re about to do in terms of passing this

10· ·Amendment in lieu of what was said.· And I

11· ·see now that we have more members who have

12· ·come in, who missed some very eloquent

13· ·points that were made by my colleagues.

14· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Mr. Govan? Let me get

15· ·you to suspend a minute.· House will come to

16· ·order.· Mr. Govan, we’re not going to start

17· ·back until we have order.

18· · · · REPRESENTATIVE GOVAN:· Thank you, Mr.

19· ·Speaker.· And I think it’s important -- I

20· ·think it’s important for this body to really

21· ·understand why the concern was brought up

22· ·the way it was brought up.· And why what we

23· ·are doing is important, because we are at a

24· ·critical point in the history, not of --

25· ·only of this state and nation, and which
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·1· ·individuals are becoming increasingly,

·2· ·instead of coming together in good will and

·3· ·making good public policy, we seem to be

·4· ·getting caught up int eh weeds.· And instead

·5· ·of looking out for the people, we seem to be

·6· ·caught up into the weeds of partisanship and

·7· ·division.· And just knowing some of the

·8· ·people that I have -- I’ve had the pleasure

·9· ·of meeting since being in this body, I know

10· ·all of you all don’t feel that way, but we

11· ·are all kind of pushed one way or another in

12· ·terms of taking some of the positions that

13· ·we’ve had.· But let me just very quickly say

14· ·this, and -- two points and I’ll take my

15· ·seat, because I don't know how many more

16· ·opportunities, I’ll have an opportunity to

17· ·stand at this podium.

18· · · · But first and foremost, I want to speak

19· ·to the issue of my rep-- my good friend and

20· ·colleague, Representative King, who serves

21· ·on the House Judiciary Committee, who spoke

22· ·so eloquently about the rules.· I’ll never

23· ·forget, a good friend and former speaker of

24· ·this body, who I served under when he first

25· ·-- when I first arrived in this body in ‘92
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·1· ·-- I started serving in ’93, at the

·2· ·beginning of the session -- by the Bob

·3· ·Sheheen, and he talked -- spoke so

·4· ·eloquently, talking about the House of

·5· ·Representatives and what it meant, and the

·6· ·process.· Never forgot that.· And for those

·7· ·who have never been through a

·8· ·reapportionment, who have been here 10 years

·9· ·or less, or maybe this is just your first --

10· ·those who have been here and this is for

11· ·first, this body is only as good as the

12· ·respect that we give one another, and show

13· ·one another.

14· · · · And there’s a reason why we have a

15· ·Rules Committee.· There’s a reason why this

16· ·House has rules that govern its actions, and

17· ·the decisions.· There’s a reason why if in

18· ·case many of you haven't noticed it, that

19· ·when a speaker just doesn’t come up with a

20· ·ruling off the top of his head, and he turns

21· ·to the Clerk of the House, and there is a --

22· ·an -- a document in the back there of all of

23· ·the rulings by the Speaker of the House that

24· ·have been made in this body that they’re

25· ·referred to, so that we can have consistency
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·1· ·in which the rules are applied.· I don't

·2· ·know if many of you all know that, but there

·3· ·is a document back there that does that.

·4· ·And we are blessed to have a clerk of the

·5· ·House, who has been here long enough, that

·6· ·is thoroughly familiar with most of that

·7· ·back there, unless he has to refer to a

·8· ·specific ruling by a previous speaker.· That

·9· ·allows consistency, and that allows this

10· ·body to operate in such a way that it should

11· ·be consistent in terms of the rules.· And

12· ·so, it is the same way in terms of the

13· ·committees.· And so, I don’t want us to miss

14· ·out on this moment of understanding what

15· ·Representative King has shared with you.

16· ·And this is no disrespect to the current

17· ·chair, or anybody else in this body.· But if

18· ·this body is not going to operate by the

19· ·rules that we set for ourselves, then what

20· ·is the use of adopting rules when we come

21· ·here at the beginning of the session, Ms.

22· ·Brawley? What is the ready for it then, if

23· ·we’re not going to follow the rules?

24· · · · The second thing is this, and I’ll move

25· ·on from my colleague, Representative King.
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·1· ·I know what it’s -- I know what it means to

·2· ·feel disrespected in this body at the

·3· ·committee level.· And for Mr. King to serve

·4· ·as first Vice Chair of the Committee, and

·5· ·all of a sudden, for some reason, having

·6· ·been elected to that position but not been

·7· ·afforded to run a meeting, I can understand

·8· ·how that feels.· If that's the case, then

·9· ·why have elected individuals in those

10· ·positions of any standing committee in this

11· ·body, or any other committee? Why have a

12· ·first Vice Chairman, or second Vice

13· ·Chairman? Why have these particular

14· ·individuals that are elected by you, members

15· ·of this body, if we’re not going to afford

16· ·them the respect that we’ve elected them to

17· ·serve to allow them to serve.· And so, for

18· ·those of you who heard what he said,· I --

19· ·and I'm hoping that you weren’t in the back

20· ·and not paying attention --that means every

21· ·person sitting in a committee, regardless of

22· ·whether they’re a Democrat or Republican,

23· ·regardless of if they are black or white,

24· ·regardless of whether they are male or

25· ·female, the bottom line is all of us want to
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·1· ·feel respected, Mr. Williams.· And you can’t

·2· ·cherry pick, you’ve got to be consistent.

·3· ·And if you don’t feel an individual can

·4· ·handle that responsibility, why elect them

·5· ·in the first place?

·6· · · · Now, I want to mention this because

·7· ·we’re on camera, and we have people all over

·8· ·this state who look upon us to set the tone

·9· ·and the example.· You have students, you

10· ·have parents, and you have other

11· ·constituencies out there watching us, as

12· ·we’re supposed to represent a body that is

13· ·supposed to lead.· And if we can’t lead by

14· ·example, then how can we truly call

15· ·ourselves leaders?· And as someone once

16· ·said, “that's all I want to say about that.

17· · · · My second and final point is this,

18· ·there are a few of us who consider ourselves

19· ·historians in this body, been around a

20· ·little while.· But this whole debate and

21· ·argument about this plan, the passage of

22· ·this bill, let me tell you, over the past 50

23· ·years -- and these are facts, and I

24· ·challenge anybody if they want to question

25· ·it, to research it.· The fact of the matter
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·1· ·is this, for the past 50 years, in the state

·2· ·of South Carolina, the redistricting process

·3· ·has required court intervention and

·4· ·prolonged litigation.· Let me say that

·5· ·again, because I want you to understand

·6· ·this.· For the past 50 years, the way we

·7· ·have handled this process has ended up in

·8· ·court, because we didn’t do it the right

·9· ·way.· And at some point, ladies and

10· ·gentlemen, this has got to stop.· And there

11· ·are some of us who believe so much in this

12· ·body, even though there are many times we

13· ·end up on the short end of the stick.· There

14· ·are some of us who still believe that this

15· ·process matters, that this body matters, and

16· ·that we have sacrificed in terms of time and

17· ·effort to come up here, regardless of

18· ·whether we win or lose on a vote, that this

19· ·service in this body -- that it’s a

20· ·privilege, still matters.· That democracy

21· ·works and this all still matters.

22· · · · Let me give you an example, and let’s

23· ·just go back quickly.· In the year -- in the

24· ·2010 election cycle, did you know that it

25· ·took nearly four months to adjudicate the
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·1· ·redistricting plans in Backus v.· South

·2· ·Carolina?· We ended up in court.· Filed --

·3· ·the lawsuit was filed in November, the court

·4· ·held hearings on various motions to dismiss

·5· ·it for a couple of months, and then held the

·6· ·trial.· That was just in 2000-- that's going

·7· ·through the 2010 cycle.· Well, what about 10

·8· ·years prior to that?

·9· · · · Let’s go back to 2000.· South Carolina

10· ·House Judiciary Committee received the

11· ·census data, went through the process, and

12· ·after expedited discovery -- some of you all

13· ·remember that, I think some of you all had

14· ·just gotten here.· We had a trial, the trial

15· ·ran for almost two months, and in March, the

16· ·court ended up issuing a remedial

17· ·redistricting plan to ensure that no further

18· ·elections were conducted under invalid

19· ·plans.· That's what happened in 2010 -- I

20· ·mean, 2000.

21· · · · 1990, back when I was elected, in ’92,

22· ·’93.· Well, in ’90, the census was put out

23· ·there, and we went through that process.· It

24· ·was released in ’91.· However, much like

25· ·today, the legislature dropped the ball, and
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·1· ·so, without passing maps or a plan, or

·2· ·creating a special session to do so, we dot

·3· ·sued, the state got sued, and it ended up

·4· ·that it wasn’t until 1992, they moved the

·5· ·date of the primary, they knew -- moved all

·6· ·that.· That's when I got elected,

·7· ·Representative Clyburn.· I’ll never forget,

·8· ·they drew the -- one map drew me in one

·9· ·district, the other map, you know, drew the

10· ·line right by a railroad track, and we ran

11· ·for the House, and we’ve been here ever

12· ·since.

13· · · · What about 1980?· 1980, I’ll never

14· ·forget, I was working across the hall there,

15· ·as a page in the Senate, and then in Senate

16· ·research.· And we found a three-judge panel,

17· ·had to basically intervene and draw a plan

18· ·because of a lawsuit that was a filed at

19· ·that time by the NAACP.· 1984, gave us, for

20· ·the first time in the history of this state,

21· ·since reconstruction, African Americans to

22· ·serve in the State Senate.· And I’ll never

23· ·forget the proud moment and day, that I.

24· ·DeQuincey Newman in 1984 became the first

25· ·African American to serve.· And it was
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·1· ·especially significant for me, be there were

·2· ·only two individual who worked in the

·3· ·Gressette building that were African

·4· ·American, that were not pages, and I'm proud

·5· ·to have been one of them.· And then, if you

·6· ·go back to 1970.· Of course, we all know

·7· ·that in the 70s, with the litigation that

·8· ·was filed, they gave African Americans a

·9· ·presence in this body for the first time

10· ·since reconstruction.

11· · · · So, the point is this, you know,

12· ·there’s an old saying, and you all have

13· ·heard that staying it -- saying, I think

14· ·Albert Einstein was the one that came up

15· ·with it, if you keep on doing the same thing

16· ·over again, you’re going to get, basically,

17· ·the same results.· I got to believe, because

18· ·my time in this body is probably shorter

19· ·than it is longer.· But if someone who

20· ·sacrifices -- who have committed his life to

21· ·serving this state, I got to believe that

22· ·we’re going to work to -- we should be

23· ·working together to make this state as one -

24· ·- one of my colleagues said, “for a better

25· ·place for all of us.” I got to believe that
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·1· ·the people that are coming out here, coming

·2· ·up here, being sent up here are truly

·3· ·committed to service all the people of South

·4· ·Carolina, and that instead of regressing,

·5· ·what we’re committed to progressing.· And

·6· ·so, I don't know if that will change a whole

·7· ·lot of minds, it probably won't, but I

·8· ·wanted to get it off my chest, because we

·9· ·can do better.· If not us, then who?· And if

10· ·not now, because it has to begin, when?

11· ·When?· It’s not about us, it’s about the

12· ·people who have given us the honor and

13· ·privilege of serving.· We should never

14· ·forget, not only where we come from, but

15· ·those whose shoulders we stand upon.· Thank

16· ·you, Mr. Speaker.

17· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Thank you, Mr. Govan.

18· ·Pending question, second reading of Senate

19· ·Bill 865, as amended by this body.· Roll

20· ·call is required and ordered; we’ll vote on

21· ·the board.

22· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Ladies and gentlemen,

23· ·if the House will come to order, to my left

24· ·at the back of the chamber, under Thomas

25· ·Jefferson, I believe, is former member Mandy
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·1· ·Powers Norrell, let’s welcome her back.

·2· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Polls will close, Clerk

·3· ·will tabulate.· By a vote of 74 to 35,

·4· ·Senate Bill 865 is amended by the body,

·5· ·receives second reading.· All right,

·6· ·members, House will come to order.· If

·7· ·you’ll take your seat, we’re about to get

·8· ·out of here in just a moment.· Please,

·9· ·Sergeant, if you could assist me to get

10· ·members in their seat?

11· · · · Members, we obviously -- we have some

12· ·very, very sad news about one of our

13· ·members, as you all noticed today,

14· ·Representative Robinson-Simpson --

15· ·Representative Robinson, excuse me, was not

16· ·here today.· She has been out in California

17· ·with her son, Basheer, who has been battling

18· ·cancer.· And she is back in Greenville now,

19· ·but I'm sorry to report that Basheer lost

20· ·his life.· I can tell you that on the sad

21· ·days here are the days we lose members,

22· ·which has happened.· I can remember at least

23· ·three occasions, where a member has lost a

24· ·child, and I don’t think I can think of

25· ·anything sadder than that.· So, what I would
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·1· ·ask you to do is to stand in memory of

·2· ·Basheer Robinson, and let’s silently go to

·3· ·the Lord in prayer for Leola and her family.

·4· ·Thank you all so much.· Thank you to reach

·5· ·out and touch Leola sometime over the

·6· ·weekend and let her know we love her, and we

·7· ·miss her.· How sorry we are for her loss.

·8· · · · All right, members, I'm going to

·9· ·entertain a motion tomorrow, remember we

10· ·came in at two today, we come in at 10 on

11· ·Thursdays -- continue to do that.· So, that

12· ·being said, Mr. Taylor has moved that the

13· ·House adjourn to meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

14· ·All in favor say, “aye.”

15· · · · ALL:· Aye.

16· · · · SPEAKER LUCAS:· Opposed, no?· The aye’s

17· ·have it.

18· · · · · · · · (End of recording.)
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·1· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senate will come to

·2· order.· The Senate will come to order.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President?

·4· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator from Edgefield,

·5· for what purpose do you rise?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, I move to

·7· dispense with the balance of the motion period.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· All in favor, say aye.

·9· · · · · ·Any opposed?· The ayes have the motion.

10· · · · · ·The motion period is dispensed with.

11· · · · · ·The Senator from Edgefield.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, I understand that

13· the pages have some documentation related to redistricting

14· to distribute to the membership.· I ask unanimous consent

15· that they be allowed to distribute that information.

16· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, as they are --

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator from Edgefield.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· As they are distributing that

20· information, I ask unanimous consent that Mr. Terreni be

21· given access behind the rail.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

23· Unanimous consent, is agreed.· Senator from Edgefield.

24· · · · · ·Now that brings us to page 4, bills returned from

25· the House, S-865.· Amendment on the desk, the clerk will
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·1· read.· Publish the first amendment.

·2· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· First amendment is Amendment No. 1 by

·3· Senators Campsen and Rankin, amends a bill by striking all

·4· enacting words and inserting them.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Horry, what

·6· purpose do you rise?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Request to be recognized.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· So granted.· Senator from

·9· Horry is being recognized.· The senator from Charleston,

10· Senator Campsen?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'd ask unanimous consent for a

12· table and chair to be permitted on the floor for

13· Mr. Terreni.

14· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

15· · · · · ·Staff to have access to the floor, without

16· objection.· Senator from Horry.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Happy Thursday, happy early

18· Thursday and happy hopeful quicker Thursday here after.

19· · · · · ·I rise to speak to the report that has just been

20· announced and make some general comments about this, as

21· well as an overview of our redistricting process to this

22· point, specifically regarding the congressional plan

23· itself and again, the amendment that you have before you.

24· · · · · ·And so I plan to make some over general comments

25· and then yield to a question.
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·1· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Edgefield, for

·2· what purpose do you rise?

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· I'm already retaining the floor.

·4· · · · · ·I ask unanimous consent that the senator from

·5· Richland, Senator Harpootlian's staff member be given

·6· access on the other side of the rail, to the chamber on

·7· the other side of the rail.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Unanimous consent request.

·9· · · · · ·Without objection, so ordered.

10· · · · · ·Senator from Horry.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Thank you, Mr. President.

12· · · · · ·Again, we know what we're here to talk about.  I

13· don't want to belabor this.· Obviously the subcommittee

14· who presented to you the Senate plan is the same group

15· that is now presenting to you the congressional plan, made

16· up -- the subcommittee made up of myself, along with the

17· Senator from Charleston, Senator Campsen; Senator Sabb

18· from Williamsburg County; Senator Margie Bright Matthews

19· from Colleton and Senator Talley from Spartanburg; Senator

20· Harpootlian from Columbia and then until he left us with

21· very little notice, Senator Young, who has now joined the

22· Finance Committee, likewise, he served with us.

23· · · · · ·Again, census data overview, we know this, you've

24· heard it -- forgive me for having to put this in the

25· record, but we got that in October as the Senate was
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·1· wrapping up the round of the ten public hearings that we

·2· held around the state.

·3· · · · · ·The population total for 2020 was 5,118,425

·4· people, representing a 10.66 percent increase from our

·5· 2010 population county.

·6· · · · · ·Obviously, as the governor, many of you might

·7· have heard it -- some of you may not have -- last night

·8· that stating the obvious, we know that this state is

·9· booming.· Whether you want to talk about more incentives

10· to get more people here or cut off the incentives to keep

11· them from coming, that's not what we're talking about

12· today.· We're talking about the tremendous growth that

13· we've experienced and the blessing that we have again with

14· the challenges.

15· · · · · ·The Greenville-Spartanburg southern suburbs of

16· Charlotte spreading into York and Senator Johnson's area,

17· Senator Fanning's area and the Lancaster area, and of

18· course across the coast along from Little River to the

19· Savannah River.· Seven districts have to have a one

20· person, one man vote deviation.· That number is 731,204,

21· up from 660 plus thousand 10 years ago.

22· · · · · ·So again, committee met in July, we had these

23· hearings that I've talked about.· In September we adopted

24· the guidelines and a public submissions policy, focusing

25· on the efforts again to develop a redistricting plan for
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·1· both the Senate and the congressional plans and we

·2· received congressional plans in November --

·3· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Lexington, for

·4· what purpose do you rise.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR SETZLER:· Senator, could yield for a

·6· quick friendly question?

·7· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yield?

·8· · · · · ·Senator yields.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR SETZLER:· Senator, do you have a map that

10· you can have passed out of what these are?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· We can public these.· There's a

12· baseline, there's an amendment we have before us and then

13· there will be another amendment, and I think those are on

14· the website as well but again, we'll have that made

15· available to you.

16· · · · · ·Then after we passed the Senate and the House

17· plans in early December, we turned our attention to the

18· congressional redistricting.· Wednesday of last week we

19· introduced 966, the skeleton bill for congressional

20· redistricting and then the House amended their bill,

21· adopted its congressional plan by adopting our bill which

22· is our role now H-65, and they returned that to us on the

23· 13th.

24· · · · · ·That day, the 13th, we met to hear testimony on

25· the two proposed plans.· The Senate amendments, again,
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·1· which are on our website.· Y'all confirmed for me that

·2· those are on the website.· Rayden, did we put the plans?

·3· · · · · ·Yeah, plans are on the website.· So again, we can

·4· print -- we're now publishing Senator from Lexington's,

·5· Senator Setzler, again, you can see it here.· We'll have

·6· it up for y'all to review as you ponder this.

·7· · · · · ·So we heard from 60 folks last week and received

·8· over a thousand written comments on those amendments and

·9· we reported, we voted those out last Thursday, both of

10· those out unanimously to the full committee, which as you

11· know, met yesterday and we took both of those up with a

12· vote of 14-8 in favor of Senate Amendment 1, which is what

13· we'll be talking about a little bit more later.

14· · · · · ·And then today my intent is to present to y'all,

15· along with Senators Massey from the Midlands, Senator

16· Talley from Upstate, Senator Campsen from the Lowcountry

17· and Tri-County area, this overview of this information.

18· · · · · ·One comment and the information that we have and

19· have produced to all is an overview of what we have a

20· comparison of these, and to Senator Margie Bright

21· Matthews's credit, a comparison of these plans produced

22· from this information was available to some, available to

23· all today.· Yesterday to some, available to all today.

24· · · · · ·No attempt to hide the ball here.

25· · · · · ·And then one other matter.
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·1· · · · · ·When making sure that everything that is in that

·2· document was on the website for God and country to see, we

·3· discovered that one thing was not, and that is a core

·4· constituency comparison of Senate 1 or Amendment 1 and

·5· Amendment 2.· That was emailed to our website guy at LSA

·6· on January 11th he was supposed to publish this, emailed

·7· from Will Roberts.· That is now on the website and again,

·8· that is a very specific but general information

·9· Mr. Opperman and others will have that and again, so

10· fully, finally and factually, we all have all that we

11· have.

12· · · · · ·And so my apologies to the world for some sense,

13· perhaps, that we didn't and to the credit of those who

14· insisted we do, and I'll gladly receive that and take

15· umbrage and/or ownership.

16· · · · · ·And so we all have what we all have.

17· · · · · ·So now moving forward, let me just make an

18· overview of the entire plan and then I'm going to talk

19· about the PD and then I'm going to hand it over to Senator

20· Massey to talk about the Midlands.

21· · · · · ·Again, overall, Congressional Districts 2, 3, 4,

22· 5 and 7 grew at a similar rate as the rest of the state,

23· largely unchanged from the benchmark plan.· Benchmark

24· means that's what we did before, that's what our seven

25· congressman have run on since 2010-2012.
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·1· · · · · ·Growth, obviously, in District 1 substantially

·2· outpaced the rest of the state.· Upwards of about 86,000

·3· more people in the 1st District, which is the Charleston

·4· coastal area, and District 6, which is presently held by

·5· Congressman Clyburn, lost population of about the same

·6· amount, 86-ish thousand people.

·7· · · · · ·So those two, District 6 and 1, underwent fairly

·8· significant changes in population and -- but the

·9· demographic and partisan makeup of each district is

10· substantially similar to the benchmark, meaning the 2012

11· plan.

12· · · · · ·In terms of geography, in terms of this plan we

13· have, there are ten split counties, seven split VTDs,

14· voter tabulation data, compared to 12 split and 65 in that

15· benchmark plan.· That's an overview, again.

16· · · · · ·Now let me tack to the PD and the grand strand.

17· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Columbia, for

18· what purpose do you rise?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· To see if the Senator would

20· yield for a friendly question.

21· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· Senator, you referred to the

23· guidelines.· Do you have any opposition to explaining what

24· the guidelines were that our committee under your

25· leadership came up with prior to even starting the
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·1· redistricting process a little bit more?

·2· · · · · ·Because you just generically said and someone

·3· asked me a question and I just thought it would be a good

·4· idea if you could talk about those guidelines.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Very good.· And so the

·6· requirements of federal law generally population,

·7· equality, voting rights, gerrymandering, avoiding that;

·8· continuity or contiguity and then others.

·9· · · · · ·And so for those of us who know these, were tired

10· of hearing about 'em.· Those who don't will be tired of

11· hearing about it as soon as I finish but Senate districts,

12· again, have to be done differently.· We have a deviation

13· of a number where percentagewise, whereas in the

14· Congressional Districts based on Article I, Section 2 of

15· the Constitution, you have effectively a deviation of one

16· person.· You've got to have 713,000 or 731,204 or 205 or

17· 203 people within each congressional district.

18· · · · · ·And so that is number 1.

19· · · · · ·Number 2, the Voting Rights Act and our plan or

20· the congressional plan has got to -- cannot have the

21· purpose of diluting minority voting strength and it must

22· otherwise comply with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act

23· of 1965-1964.· Again, there's case law on this, as

24· expressed by Thornburg v. Gingles.

25· · · · · ·You'll hear from Professor Harpootlian later,

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 11 of 203



Page 11
·1· perhaps, about a more thorough explanation of that case

·2· and others.

·3· · · · · ·But that case and its progeny, pursuant to 14th

·4· and 15th Amendments of the U.S. Constitution, avoidance of

·5· racial gerrymandering, again, there's a case, Shaw v.

·6· Reno.· That's the construct of the lens that we have to do

·7· what we're doing that if there's a challenge, we'll be

·8· kind of the metrics that this plan is compared to.

·9· · · · · ·Again, I'll be corrected gladly by Professor and

10· Senator Harpootlian later, but this plan has got to comply

11· with the 14th Amendment, as interpreted by Shaw and again

12· its progeny.

13· · · · · ·Under those cases, while the consideration of

14· race is permissible, race must not be the predominant

15· factor, in that race neutral considerations are

16· subordinated to racial considerations unless that

17· subordination is narrowly tailored to give and serve a

18· compelling State interest.

19· · · · · ·Next is contiguity, again composed of contiguous

20· geography by continuity or contiguity by waters acceptable

21· to link territory within a district.· Those on the full

22· committee yesterday heard the exchange between Senator

23· Harpootlian from the dry lands and the Senator from

24· Charleston, Senator Campsen from the wetlands, about

25· contiguity being advanced with bridges because you can't
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·1· get there, and so again.· But the reasonable opportunity

·2· exists in all parts of the district and linkage designed

·3· to meet the other criteria.

·4· · · · · ·Again, point-to-point contiguity is acceptable,

·5· as long as the adjacent districts don't use the same

·6· vertex as points of transversal.

·7· · · · · ·No, I will not explain that.

·8· · · · · ·Next consideration and finally or the third of

·9· four, communities of interest.· Again, we heard from lots

10· of people on our Senate plans what people want, who they

11· identify, what their common interests are.

12· · · · · ·Again, political, recreational, economic, social,

13· cultural, language, political.

14· · · · · ·They -- and that is a consideration that we

15· adopted as our subcommittee, constituent consistency.

16· · · · · ·This is preserving cores of existing districts.

17· · · · · ·Again, we talked about the benchmark.

18· · · · · ·And so again, one plan you will hear the argument

19· advances and preserves the existing seven districts and

20· keeping incumbents residences in the districts with their

21· core constituents.

22· · · · · ·Minimizing divisions of county, borders, cities

23· and towns, minimizing divisions of -- again, I mentioned

24· the VTD, voter tabulation districts data, and then

25· compactness and then finally again data as a consideration
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·1· with the State's population reported by the census in

·2· 2020.

·3· · · · · ·So that, Senator Margie Bright Matthews, answers

·4· those who were asking you that question and we can give

·5· you a lot more of that, if you like.

·6· · · · · ·So back to, again, the Horry PD stretch.

·7· · · · · ·7th District, 7, represents the grand strand and

·8· the vast majority of the PD regions.· It includes

·9· Chesterfield, Darlington, Dillon, Georgetown, Horry,

10· Marion and Marlboro Counties, as well as a majority of

11· Florence County, with the exception of approximately

12· 10,000 people around Lake City.

13· · · · · ·Obviously we all know the growth that's going on

14· in my Senate district.· I was second only to Senator

15· Johnson with the most people over our deviation out of 46,

16· so we are bursting at the seams.· And we had in Horry a

17· growth rate that was 30.35 percent, where we added to the

18· county nearly 82,000.· It's the forth largest, county

19· population-wise, with 351,029 residents but that's the

20· growing tree, I'll call it, and the other counties that I

21· mentioned, the other areas, did not experience that same

22· level of growth and in fact after all the growth that was

23· experienced in one area within District 7, 3200 people

24· were needed to bring it within deviation by one vote.

25· · · · · ·And so this plan that we have carves into an area
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·1· and picks those folks up.· Again, we'll talk about that

·2· later as well.· It is largely unchanged from the benchmark

·3· again, which we heard and me forgive me but paying an

·4· acute local ear to what folks from the 7th were saying, I

·5· don't know that there's any nicer way of saying it, but

·6· what we heard overall was people like the way they've got

·7· it.· Don't fix what isn't broken, is my assessment of

·8· that.· Whether in the business interest, whether from

·9· Chambers, whether from political office holders, whether

10· from groups and economic development, NISA is an example.

11· · · · · ·Again, we heard that they like the contiguity of

12· and the share of community of interest with folks across

13· that district.· Senator Williams, we are in NISA together.

14· · · · · ·You have a leadership position there.

15· · · · · ·We like it, we heard it, and so again selfishly

16· I'm pointing to 7 as hoping to be retained as its current

17· form in that mark.

18· · · · · ·So again, changes from the benchmark and you're

19· going to hear about that -- within the plan that Senator

20· Campsen will talk about specifically in a few minutes,

21· that change effectively within that specific interest that

22· I'm talking about, constituency consistency and preserving

23· existing districts, seven of these are compared under each

24· plan.

25· · · · · ·Senator Harpootlian will talk about this later
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·1· but within Senate -- or Congressional District 7 it

·2· retains 99.51 percent of its benchmark population and

·3· again adding those 3200 that I mentioned from a very small

·4· section from District 6 in Florence County.

·5· · · · · ·With that now I want to turn it over to a

·6· Midlands overview, Senator Massey, to speak to that.

·7· · · · · ·Thereafter Senator Talley and then Senator

·8· Campsen and then we will start talking from there.

·9· · · · · ·Thank y'all so much.

10· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Edgefield,

11· what purpose do you rise, sir?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. Chairman, I ask to be

13· recognized to speak on the amendment.

14· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· So recognized, the Senator

15· from Edgefield.· Please give him your attention.

16· · · · · ·Thank you, Senator from Horry.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Thank you, Mr. President.

18· · · · · ·I've been tasked with giving an overview of the

19· Midlands region in the amendment, so let me try to go

20· through that.· There are four Congressional Districts that

21· represent parts of the Midlands; 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 6th

22· Districts.

23· · · · · ·District 2 has been and remains situated around

24· the I-20 corridor between Augusta and Columbia.· It

25· includes all of Aiken, Barnwell and Lexington Counties,
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·1· along with about 25,000 people in western Orangeburg

·2· County.

·3· · · · · ·In Richland County, the 2nd Congressional

·4· District includes Fort Jackson and the surrounding

·5· residential areas as well as the northwestern portion of

·6· the county in the Irma area.

·7· · · · · ·Congressman Joe Wilson, who is the incumbent in

·8· the 2nd District, has been a member of the House Armed

·9· Services Committee since he was elected to Congress in

10· 2001.· Fort Jackson being in District 2 is important to

11· that representation, the interests of his service members

12· who are stationed there and I will add that if --

13· depending on what happens with the elections later this

14· year, it's certainly possible, if not likely, that

15· Congressman Wilson could be the chairman of the House

16· Armed Services Committee, so having Fort Jackson in his

17· district is extremely important.

18· · · · · ·District 3 runs along the Savannah River from the

19· northwestern corner of the state, down to the heart of the

20· CSRA, the Central Savannah River Area.

21· · · · · ·District 3 includes Oconee, Pickens, Anderson,

22· Abbeville, Greenwood, Laurens, Newberry, Saluda, Edgefield

23· and McCormick Counties in their entirety, which have all

24· been together for generations, and approximately 65,000

25· people in rural southern Greenville County.
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·1· · · · · ·District 3 in this plan retains 98.02 percent of

·2· its benchmark population and to balance the population,

·3· Newberry County was made whole in District 3 and

·4· approximately 7,000 people were added from District 4 in

·5· the Simpsonville area of Greenville County.

·6· · · · · ·District 5 covers the northern swath of the

·7· central Midlands from northern Sumter County up to the

·8· North Carolina border.· It includes all of Cherokee,

·9· Chester, Fairfield, Lancaster, Kershaw, Lee, Union and

10· York Counties.

11· · · · · ·District 5 also includes a portion of Spartanburg

12· County at the northwestern end of the district and the

13· majority of Sumter County at the opposite end.

14· · · · · ·District 5 in this amendment retains just over

15· 94 percent of its benchmark population and adds

16· approximately 36,000 people from District 4 in eastern

17· Spartanburg County and a small number of about 350 people

18· from District 6 in Sumter County.

19· · · · · ·District 6 covers the southern portion of the

20· Midlands from Columbia down through the I-95 corridor

21· heading towards the coast.· Districtwide, the 6 includes

22· all of Allendale, Bamberg, Calhoun, Clarendon, Hampton and

23· Williamsburg Counties and portions of Richland, Sumter,

24· Orangeburg, Jasper, Colleton, Dorchester and Charleston

25· Counties.
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·1· · · · · ·In the Midlands, District 6 includes the majority

·2· of Orangeburg County, including the city of Orangeburg, a

·3· portion of the city of Sumter, rural areas in southeast

·4· Sumter County, the Lake City area of Florence County and

·5· nearly half of Richland County, including portions of the

·6· city of Columbia and rural areas to the southeast.

·7· · · · · ·The amendment follows the boundary between Senate

·8· Districts 21 and 22 as the dividing line between

·9· Congressional Districts 2 and 6 in the eastern Columbia

10· area.

11· · · · · ·District 6 retains more than 87 percent of its

12· existing benchmark population and in the Midlands, only

13· minor changes are made from the benchmark plan in

14· Richland, Orangeburg, Sumter and Florence Counties.

15· · · · · ·So Mr. President, with that overview of the

16· Midlands, I think I will turn it over to the Senator from

17· Spartanburg to do more of the state in District 4.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Spartanburg,

19· Senator Talley, for what purpose do you rise?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR TALLEY:· I'd like to be recognized.

21· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· So recognized, Senator from

22· Spartanburg.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR TALLEY:· Thank you, Mr. President and

24· members of the Senate.· I want to talk a little bit about

25· what's before you in regards to the Upstate.
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·1· · · · · ·The Upstate area is represented by the 3rd, 4th

·2· and 5th Congressional Districts.· As the Senator from

·3· Edgefield just mentioned, Districts 3 and 5 also include

·4· portions of regions outside the Upstate, while District 4

·5· is located in the heart of the Upstate in the Greenville

·6· and Spartanburg area.

·7· · · · · ·I want to talk first about District 3, which runs

·8· from Pickens and Oconee Counties to the south through a

·9· portion of southern Greenville County and includes all of

10· Abbeville, Anderson, Edgefield, Greenwood, Laurens,

11· McCormick, Newberry and Saluda Counties.

12· · · · · ·The changes in the amendments before you from the

13· benchmark in regards to District 3, there was a shortage

14· of approximately 24,000 people that needed to be added to

15· District 3 to balance out its population.

16· · · · · ·This was done by repairing split precincts

17· between Districts 3 and 4 in southern Greenville County

18· and bringing Newberry County, which was previously split

19· between Districts 3 and 5, entirely into the 3rd district.

20· · · · · ·District 4 includes the majority of the

21· population in Greenville and Spartanburg Counties and is

22· virtually unchanged from the benchmark plan.· It was

23· overpopulated by approximately 29,000 people.

24· · · · · ·This imbalance was corrected by bringing

25· District 3 a little further into the rural and suburban
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·1· areas of southern Greenville, as I just mentioned, and

·2· District 5 came more into the rural and suburban areas of

·3· eastern or northeastern Spartanburg County.

·4· · · · · ·District 5 connects the eastern side of the

·5· Upstate with the central Midlands running from eastern

·6· Spartanburg County along the North Carolina through

·7· Cherokee, York, Lancaster, Chester, Union, Fairfield,

·8· Kershaw and Lee Counties, as well as the western half of

·9· Sumter County.

10· · · · · ·Changing -- or the amendment before you retains

11· nearly 95 percent of District V's benchmark population,

12· adding approximately 36,000 people from District 4 in the

13· rural northeastern part of Spartanburg County, as I

14· mentioned earlier, and a number of people in Sumter

15· County.· Mr. President, that concludes my overview.

16· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Charleston --

17· so you've completed and given up the floor, okay.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'll do this from my desk,

19· Mr. President.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Charleston,

21· Senator Campsen is recognized.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Thank you, Mr. President.· I'm

23· going to give a Lowcountry and Tri-County area overview.

24· · · · · ·As with the grand strand, the southern half of

25· the coast experienced substantial growth over the last ten
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·1· years; however, this growth occurred in pockets and was

·2· not homogeneous across the two Congressional Districts in

·3· the area.

·4· · · · · ·Under the benchmark plan, District 1 was

·5· overpopulated by nearly 88,000 people, while District 6

·6· was underpopulated by nearly 85,000 people.

·7· · · · · ·District 1 predominantly represents residential

·8· coastal communities in the Lowcountry and Tri-County area.

·9· · · · · ·In the Lowcountry, District 1 includes all of

10· Beaufort County, approximately 4,500 people in the Sun

11· City community in Jasper County, and approximately 2300

12· people in the Edisto and Green Pond communities of

13· Colleton County.

14· · · · · ·In the Tri-County area, District 1 includes all

15· of Berkeley County, the majority of the population in

16· Dorchester County around the Summerville area and nearly

17· 180,000 people in Mount Pleasant and the Sea Islands in

18· Charleston County.

19· · · · · ·Changes from the benchmark.· District 1 retains

20· 82 percent of its benchmark population and adds 53,000

21· people from the 6th District, including 13,000 people in

22· Beaufort County and 29,000 people in Berkeley County.

23· · · · · ·In Charleston County, the amendment follows

24· natural geographic boundaries such as the Stono River and

25· Wadmalaw Sound, adding approximately 16,000 people on
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·1· Wadmalaw Island and Johns Island to the 1st District from

·2· the 6th.

·3· · · · · ·The 6th District represents the portions of

·4· Jasper, Colleton, Dorchester, and Charleston Counties that

·5· are not included in District 1 along the coast, as well as

·6· Allendale, Bamberg, Calhoun, Clarendon, Hampton and

·7· Williamsburg Counties in their entirety.

·8· · · · · ·District 6 also includes portions of Orangeburg,

·9· Richland, Sumter and Florence Counties.

10· · · · · ·In the Lowcountry, District 6 includes the

11· majority of the population in Jasper and Colleton

12· Counties, with the exception of Jasper County's Sun City

13· community and coastal portions of Colleton County in the

14· Green Pond and Edisto precincts.

15· · · · · ·In the Tri-County area District 6 includes

16· approximately 34,000 people in Dorchester County,

17· including areas such as St. George, Ridgeville, rural

18· Dorchester County...· I lost my...· outside of

19· Summerville, and the West Ashley portion of Dorchester

20· County.

21· · · · · ·District 6 also includes approximately 228,000

22· people in Charleston County.· The entire Charleston

23· Peninsula in north Charleston are in the 6th District,

24· with the Cooper River as a natural boundary between the

25· 1st and the 6th Districts.
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·1· · · · · ·The West Ashley portion of Charleston County is

·2· also in the 6th, with the Stono River separating West

·3· Ashley from James Island and Johns Island in District 1.

·4· · · · · ·Change -- as for changes from the benchmark,

·5· District 6 retains more than 87 percent of its benchmark

·6· population and adds approximately 140,000 people from

·7· District 1 in the Tri-County area.

·8· · · · · ·Now I'd like to address some -- because

·9· District 1 and District 6 seem to have had the most focus

10· in recent days, I want to address a few other -- make a

11· few other points with regard to the District and the first

12· point I would like to make is that this plan is a minimal

13· change plan from the current District, and I'll give you

14· some statistics that demonstrate that.

15· · · · · ·When it comes to constituent consistency, in this

16· plan, Amendment 1, in the 1st District, 82.4 percent of

17· its current population remains in the 1st.

18· · · · · ·Under the competing plan that you're going to

19· hear later, only 65-and-a-half percent remain in the 1st.

20· · · · · ·When it comes to the 2nd Congressional District,

21· 98.01 percent of the population currently in the 2nd

22· District remain in the 2nd.· Under the plan you're going

23· to hear later today, only 66.56 percent of the population

24· in District 2 remains in the District.

25· · · · · ·Look at District 3.· Under this amendment,
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·1· 98.02 percent of District 3 residents remain in the 3rd

·2· District.· Under the plan you'll hear later, just

·3· 72.8 percent remain in the District.

·4· · · · · ·District 4, 94.34 percent under this plan remain

·5· in the 4th District.· The amendment -- the proposal you're

·6· going to hear later today, 71.5 percent remain in the 4th

·7· District.

·8· · · · · ·District 5, 94.38 percent of the population

·9· remain in the 5th District of the current residents.

10· · · · · ·Under the plan you'll hear later, only 54, almost

11· half .84 percent remain in the 5th.

12· · · · · ·You go to the 6th District, even though we had a

13· lot of growth around the 6th, we still were able in this

14· plan to have 87-and-a-half percent of the current

15· residents of the 6th District remain in the 6th.· Under

16· the plan you'll hear later, it will only be 61.4 percent.

17· · · · · ·The 7th District has an amazing 99.96 percent

18· constituent consistency, whereas under the proposed

19· amendment, it dramatically changes to 56.08 percent.

20· · · · · ·So this is a minimal plan and this constituent

21· consistency numbers are evidence of that and that's one of

22· the reapportionment guidelines that we draw plans by.

23· · · · · ·I'm not going to take any questions until I

24· finish my presentation, and then I'll be happy to,

25· Mr. President.
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·1· · · · · ·So this is a minimal change plan from a plan that

·2· was approved by a federal court -- actually by the United

·3· States Supreme Court -- as recently as 2012 in the Backus

·4· decision.

·5· · · · · ·Now 2012 is like yesterday in reapportionment

·6· time, okay, because you only do reapportionment every ten

·7· years.· That was the last reapportionment we did and the

·8· Supreme Court upheld our current benchmark and the current

·9· benchmark I just read to you, the very minor changes that

10· we've made in this plan, Amendment 1, from the current

11· benchmark both honoring the constituent consistency

12· guideline, but also based upon a plan that the Supreme

13· Court upheld in 2012.

14· · · · · ·And to the extent District 1 and District 6 had

15· the change, it's really driven by growth because the

16· chairman mentioned earlier, we had 87,000 people in the

17· 1st District that had to -- we had to shed and we had

18· 84,000 people or 85,000 in the 6th District that the 6th

19· District had to pick up.

20· · · · · ·Now I want to also address the issue of some

21· allegations of partisan gerrymandering.· I'd like to give

22· some numbers that I think will demonstrate that that's

23· really not the case.

24· · · · · ·In the 1st District, if you look at the Trump

25· vote in the 1st, under the benchmark it was 53.03 percent.
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·1· · · · · ·That's the benchmark Trump vote in 2020.

·2· · · · · ·Under Amendment 1, the vote would be

·3· 54.39 percent.· That's an increase of only 1.36 percent.

·4· If you look at Amendment 2 that's going to be presented

·5· later, it goes from 53.03 percent Trump to 48.17 percent

·6· Trump, as far as the political numbers go.

·7· · · · · ·As for constituent consistency, I've already

·8· addressed that.· But what you see in the constituent

·9· consistency numbers is if you're going to make this type

10· of dramatic change to the 1st and the 6th that the 2nd

11· amendment's going to propose, you have to radically change

12· the rest of the state.· Some of the other Districts losing

13· 50 percent of their constituents under the -- not which,

14· of course, violates that guideline constituent

15· consistency.

16· · · · · ·And I'm also going to address the black voting,

17· the black voting age population in the District because

18· there's been some allegations about some form of racial

19· motivation here and when you look at the numbers, the

20· benchmark plan has in the 1st District 16.56 percent black

21· voting age population.· Under this plan, Amendment 1, it

22· has a 16.72 voting age population.· Very little change.

23· · · · · ·Under Amendment 2 that you're going to see later,

24· it's higher, it goes to 20.57 percent.

25· · · · · ·The notion -- some have said, well, you've packed
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·1· minority voters into the 6th District.· Well, you look at

·2· the benchmark plan for the 6th, it's 51.44 black voting

·3· age population.· Under this amendment, the black voting

·4· age population goes down to 45.9 percent.

·5· · · · · ·So certainly the allegations of packing have --

·6· are not panned out when you look at the statistics.

·7· · · · · ·You had 113,000 people move from a voting age

·8· population, move from the 1st to the 6th District.· Of

·9· that number, of that amount, 72,601 were white voters and

10· 26,617 were African-Americans.

11· · · · · ·So you had a 63 percent -- 63.9 percent white

12· vote move from the 1st to the 6th and only a 23.4

13· African-American.· Again, did not pack the 6th.

14· · · · · ·Now I'd like to just real quickly, because the

15· 1st and the 6th seem to be obtaining -- attracting the

16· most attention, I want to real quickly go through how the

17· -- how both the 1st and the 6th, how we met the

18· redistricting guidelines when we drew these plans.

19· · · · · ·With regard to population equality, we are within

20· the variance.· And again, I'm going to reiterate, the

21· changes had to happen to the 1st and the 6th because the

22· 1st had tremendous growth and the 6th had about the same

23· amount of people that grew in the 1st that it needed to

24· pick up and it's that growth and that growth pattern that

25· really has driven this process.
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·1· · · · · ·First of all, with regards to voting rights, the

·2· redistricting plan must not have either the purpose or the

·3· effect of diluting minority voting strength and must

·4· otherwise comply with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act,

·5· as expressed through Thornburg v. Gingles and its progeny,

·6· and the 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

·7· · · · · ·I think when you look at the statistics that's

·8· clear that this does comply with Section 2 of the Voting

·9· Rights Act.· There's no suggestion that District 6 cannot

10· elect a candidate of choice.

11· · · · · ·Avoiding racial gerrymandering, again Amendment 1

12· preserves many of the boundaries upheld in the Backus

13· decision that was handed down in 2012 and affirmed by the

14· U.S. Supreme Court.· The 1st District's black voting age

15· population again is virtually unchanged.

16· · · · · ·With regards to the 6th District, the part of

17· Charleston County added to the 6th had a -- is 100,947

18· voting age population, of which 66,756 or 66 percent are

19· white and 22 are black.

20· · · · · ·Yeah, and I would also like to talk about the

21· natural boundaries that we followed because this changes

22· -- this is a change from -- significantly from the House

23· passed plan, in that it follows more geographic and

24· political boundaries.

25· · · · · ·The border of the 1st District with the 6th is
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·1· largely defined by the Cooper, Ashley, Stono, and Edisto

·2· Rivers.· The splits in the Charleston County boundary are

·3· not along racial lines.· It's the -- you have the Cooper

·4· River and that is segregating the Charleston Peninsula and

·5· the Charleston neck from Daniel Island and the east Cooper

·6· area and as you follow the Stono River and Wadmalaw Sound

·7· down south again following natural geographic boundaries.

·8· · · · · ·Contiguity is another redistricting principle.

·9· Contiguity by water is acceptable to link territory with

10· the District, provided there is a reasonable opportunity

11· to access all parts of the District and the linkage is

12· designed to meet other criteria and so in Charleston, the

13· Senator from Richland and I had this conversation

14· yesterday that when you get in the Lowcountry, you can't

15· help but have to deal with -- you have to deal with water

16· bodies, rivers, harbors, and contiguity by water is

17· inescapable along the coast.

18· · · · · ·Communities of interest.· Communities of interest

19· should be considered.· They're defined by geographic,

20· demographic, historic, and other characteristics that

21· cause people to identify with one another, including

22· economic, social, cultural, language, political and

23· recreational activity.

24· · · · · ·We honor -- we have communities of interest.

25· · · · · ·The Sea Islands of Charleston County and Beaufort
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·1· County are together in the District and have a coastal

·2· community of interest.

·3· · · · · ·Sun City, the Sun City portion of Jasper County,

·4· is joined with Sun City in Beaufort County.

·5· · · · · ·The Dorchester County part of Summerville,

·6· Berkeley, the Charleston area is called the Tri-County

·7· area.· It's economically integrated inescapably and has

·8· been for many, many years and it remains so in this plan.

·9· · · · · ·It keeps Lexington, Aiken, Barnwell, hold -- I'm

10· not going to go away from the coast because I'm mainly

11· focusing on the coastal areas of the 1st District.

12· · · · · ·On the 6th District, Hampton, Allendale, Bamberg,

13· Calhoun, Clarendon, Williamsburg, Jasper except for Sun

14· City remain in the 6th, Peninsula Charleston, north

15· Charleston, West Ashley, St. Paul's area of Charleston,

16· 1st -- as again 1st and 6th District are separated by

17· water boundaries.

18· · · · · ·So that concludes my remarks, Mr. President, my

19· explanation, and I'll be happy to take any questions.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Berkeley, for

21· what purpose do you rise?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· See if the Senator would answer

23· a question.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes, I will.

25· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.
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·1· · · · · ·Senator from Berkeley.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Senator, I'm looking at this

·3· plan and I'm looking at the other plan I think we've got

·4· coming up next and I noticed that we have Berkeley,

·5· Charleston, and a large portion of Dorchester County all

·6· tied together in this plan; is that right?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That's correct.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· You want to take a guess at how

·9· long Berkeley, Charleston and portions of Dorchester have

10· been tied together in congressional plans throughout the

11· history of this country?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I think from the founding,

13· Charleston and Berkeley have been tied together, actually

14· from the founding of the country.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· In 1889 through -- I'm sorry --

16· 1789 through 1793 there were five Districts.· The

17· Charleston District composed of the areas of Berkeley,

18· Charleston, Dorchester, Beaufort and it went up the

19· Savannah River a little bit to what we now have present

20· day Jasper, Hampton and Allendale Counties.

21· · · · · ·But the point is from this nation's founding the

22· majority populations Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester

23· have been tied together and I'm happy to see that the plan

24· we're debating right now keeps those populations together,

25· but what about the other plan, Amendment 2, does that keep
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·1· the Tri-County area together?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It's my understanding, it does

·3· not.· That Berkeley and Dorchester or at least most of

·4· those counties are -- not all of them but most of them

·5· would go into the 7th Congressional District, is my

·6· understanding.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Did you know that in 1982 there

·8· was a reapportionment plan and back then it was not the --

·9· there was not the requirement for a one man, one vote,

10· there was some deviational population and at the time my

11· predecessor, Senator Rembert Dennis, argued for about

12· three days on the floor until I think he was clotured,

13· that Berkeley County should not be split.

14· · · · · ·That was one of the first times Berkeley County

15· was split into the 6th District and to the 1st District,

16· with the upper portion of Berkeley going into the 6th but

17· the majority population going into the 1st.

18· · · · · ·So did you know it was split at that time?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I am aware of that but you have

20· been more of a student of history, of the history of the

21· interrelation of Charleston and Berkeley County.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· The point, Senator, that I'm

23· trying -- that I was getting at is sometimes throughout

24· this nation's history, portions of Dorchester, Charleston

25· and Berkeley have been in other Districts but the majority
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·1· population of those conditions have been in the

·2· 1st District.

·3· · · · · ·So under the plan we're debating now, there's a

·4· portion of Charleston County that is in the 6th District.

·5· · · · · ·Can you tell us why?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, that's really it's been

·7· in the 6th historically since the 1990s, is my

·8· understanding, and so part of it is constituent

·9· consistency, part of it is the Backus decision, as

10· recently as 2012, upheld a similar type split, and also

11· you're just dealing with the -- you have a math problem

12· here because you have a large growth in the Charleston and

13· the coastal areas and it makes it difficult to not divide

14· Charleston if you're going to keep Berkeley and the

15· Tri-County area together, you're going to keep Beaufort,

16· which is a coastal community of interest along the

17· southern coast.

18· · · · · ·It makes it more difficult to do that and, you

19· know, frankly I think what it does mean is you have two

20· Congressmen representing the county and I'd rather have

21· two Congressmen than one represent the county and we're

22· not really -- we still have constituent consistency

23· because the 1st and the 6th are in Charleston County, we

24· still have a pretty good constituent consistency but you

25· have the benefit of two advocates in the U.S. House of
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·1· Representatives instead of just one, and I think that's

·2· been beneficial for Charleston particularly when it comes

·3· to pocketbook and business-related issues, port deepening

·4· money from the federal government, relief after storms,

·5· transportation dollars, infrastructure dollars coming from

·6· D.C.· I mean all of that, it helps to have two members

·7· advocating for those things for a county instead of just

·8· one.

·9· · · · · ·And you have the same thing in Richland County,

10· two members of Congress in the Greenville-Spartanburg

11· area, the same thing.· So the larger metropolitan areas,

12· it's not unusual for them -- in fact it's typical to have

13· two Congressmen representing them.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· So what you're telling me, at

15· least in modern times, at least since 1982 and perhaps

16· even before then, it's not uncommon for one of the

17· Tri-County areas, Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester, to

18· be split between the 1st and the 6th?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That's correct.

20· · · · · ·That's been the norm.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· So this is not anything new.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Again, it's a minimal change

23· plan, is what -- the way I'd like to put it.· Minimal

24· change with regards to the Tri-County area and the three

25· counties but it's also -- it's minimal change when it
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·1· comes to changing statistics, as far as black voting age

·2· that I went through before, the political numbers, the

·3· Trump vote moves just slightly.· Just slightly.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· So would it be something new if

·5· we were split Dorchester -- the majority population of

·6· Berkeley and all of Dorchester out of the 1st District and

·7· put it into the 7th District with Horry, Georgetown

·8· Counties?

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, that would be new.

10· · · · · ·I've heard from some Dorchester and Berkeley

11· County people that -- no offense to the wonderful grand

12· strand, Mr. Chairman, but they want to remain in that

13· Tri-County alliance that they have.

14· · · · · ·It's really the economic engine of the port is

15· what you see, and coming up I-26 is a major common

16· interest that they have.· You have...· you have the port

17· and then you have the distribution facilities in

18· Dorchester and Berkeley County and tremendous growth

19· because of the move, because of the Amazon economy that is

20· now ascendent.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Senator, you touched on this

22· earlier, but if you could talk to me a little bit more --

23· because I've listened to all the testimony.· I've sat

24· there at my computer either on the television on the South

25· Carolina ETV channel and watched the testimony, and I
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·1· heard allegations that this plan right here is somehow a

·2· racial gerrymander and that somehow the black voting

·3· population of District 1 and District 6 deviates greatly

·4· from the benchmark.

·5· · · · · ·Could you talk to me a little bit about how

·6· Districts 1 and District 6 regarding black voting

·7· population actually changed.· Was there a great change?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, I already addressed that.

·9· · · · · ·The truth is that it's a very...· it's a very

10· slight change and in fact it's an increase in this

11· amendment, the black voting age population is a slight

12· increase.· It goes from 16.56 percent to 16.72 percent in

13· the 1st and a slight decrease in the 6th from

14· 51.44 percent to 45.9 percent.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· And a moving population was

16· around and trying to equalize.

17· · · · · ·Earlier you said there was about 86,000 people

18· overpopulated in the 1st and about 86,000 something people

19· in the 6th.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· About the same number, yes, and

21· that's why we had to make changes here.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· And in order to make changes and

23· during this population shift, could you tell me about the

24· population that shifted from the 1st District to the 6th?

25· · · · · ·Basically how much was white and how much was
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·1· black?· Because I've heard all kinds of things but I think

·2· I know what the truth is and I sure would appreciate it if

·3· you could clarify that a little bit.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, and again, I really don't

·5· want to focus on the racial numbers but they have been

·6· raised by others, so I will address that, that 113,500

·7· people were moved from the 1st to the 6th and 72,600 were

·8· white.· That's 63.95 percent were white and 26,600 or

·9· 23.4 percent were African-American.· So it was not...· we

10· weren't...· we weren't packing the 6th, I mean that some

11· have alleged.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· That's a false allegation?

13· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That's correct.

14· · · · · ·The numbers don't bear that out.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Senator, also under Amendment 1,

16· it looks like all of Beaufort County is whole; is that

17· correct?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Under Amendment 1, all of

19· Beaufort County is in the 1st, yes.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· But Jasper seems to be split,

21· and why is there a split at Jasper?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, again, it's population.

23· · · · · ·You've had a lot of growth down there as well.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Talk to me about Sun City.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· In Sun City, in Jasper County,
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·1· Sun City kind of spans the county line and so you have a

·2· Sun City area down there that is part in Jasper and part

·3· in Beaufort County.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Could you tell me about the

·5· interstate that connects the Tri-County together?· That

·6· would be I-26.· Is there anything different between I-26

·7· and let's say I-77?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well --

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Is there a community of interest

10· with Charleston, Berkeley and Dorchester with I-26?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, it needs widening, I know

12· that much.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· It does need widening.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Badly.· But yes, there is a

15· huge community of interest, and in fact the Secretary of

16· Transportation has referred to I-26 as the state's

17· economic spine.· And I would say that the -- you know, the

18· central nervous system of that economic spine really is

19· the port and that the I-26 terminates in Charleston and

20· you have all of those goods that are moved up I-26 or by

21· rail paralleling I-26 to distribution centers in Berkeley

22· and Dorchester County, and so it's a very big community of

23· interest.

24· · · · · ·Just off the top of my head, you think of the

25· entities that identify themselves as Tri-County, the
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·1· Tri-County Association of Realtors, the Tri-County Chamber

·2· of Commerce, the Convention and Visitors Bureau is

·3· Tri-County.

·4· · · · · ·We have CHATS, we have COG, we have a lot --

·5· there's -- they're intricately interrelated economically,

·6· socially, culturally.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· For road planning, CHATS, the

·8· Charleston Area Transportation Study committee.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Right.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· What is the Charleston area?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It's the Tri-County area.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Charleston, Berkeley into large

13· populations of Dorchester; is that right?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Right, right.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Now tell me, as another plan

16· which separates almost all of Berkeley and all of

17· Dorchester and puts it into the 7th District, could you

18· explain to me the community of interest with, let's say,

19· the community of Cross and the community of Little River,

20· when it comes to roads?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I can't think of -- the only

22· common interest is you can't get there from here.

23· · · · · ·That's probably about the only common interest.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Well, you can.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· You can, but it's about a

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 40 of 203



Page 40
·1· two-and-a-half hour drive, I think.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· What's the drive time, let's say

·3· from West Ashley to Columbia?· From one end of the

·4· proposed 6th District to the other?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It's about an hour-and-a-half,

·6· maybe an hour and 40 minutes.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· And is there a common interest

·8· for folks in West Ashley wanting to drive I-26 to Columbia

·9· and folks in Columbia wanting to drive I-26 to Charleston?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, yeah, it's one of the

11· most heavily traveled roads in the state.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Would that be even more --

13· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· In that direction.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Would that be more of a

15· community of interest than the folks in St. George would

16· have with the folks, let's say in Little River or

17· Marlboro?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I would say so, yes.· I see the

19· Senator from Horry shaking his head in agreement.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Senator, many years ago we both

21· were involved in high school athletes, athletics and our

22· children have.· You've traveled to many schools with

23· various conferences and I know my children have.

24· · · · · ·How many conferences in Charleston where the kids

25· would play are in -- would have schools, let's say in
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·1· Horry or in --

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I never played against anyone

·3· in Horry.· I don't know if -- because maybe we were scared

·4· of some of those Horry guys football players but...

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Did you know I had two children

·6· that graduated from Timberland High School and one from

·7· Bishop England and that most of the schools that I visited

·8· -- and I got stories about all of 'em over a 12-year

·9· period, with Summerville High School, Woodland High

10· School, Ashley Ridge, Fort Dorchester, North Charleston

11· High School, Academic Magnet, Whale Branch, Battery Creek

12· -- all those trips down to Beaufort.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I played against Beaufort High,

14· Battery Creek.· Summerville just wiped us clean.

15· · · · · ·This was the Coach McKissick era, and we never

16· beat Summerville but we were playing teams in that area;

17· Summerville, Dorchester, Beaufort.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Do you recall spending a lot of

19· time in athletics in Horry County?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Um...

21· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Particularly in conference play.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.· I think I surfed in a surf

23· competition in Horry County once and that was it.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Well, Senator, from a historic

25· standpoint dating back to 1889, holding Charleston,
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·1· Berkeley and portions of Dorchester together, through

·2· today.· I appreciate the work of the committee, I

·3· appreciate the amendment that's here right now, and I

·4· thank you for your work on this.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Thank you.

·6· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland, what

·7· purpose do you rise?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Would the Senator yield for a few

·9· questions?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

11· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Senator, first let me commend you

13· and the committee for the work that you all have done.

14· · · · · ·One real question is that it's really hard to

15· follow y'all because we don't have a working document in

16· front of us.· Such a document would also tell us the total

17· population in these counties, what the deviation numbers

18· actually look like, black and white, voting age

19· population.· We don't have --

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I just presented -- I just

21· explained that.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator Darrell Jackson.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· You can explain it but a working

24· document to be able to follow.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· A document that has been passed
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·1· out, multipage document has that in it.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· This is the document?

·3· · · · · ·This is the only document I have on my desk.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· It doesn't give me the population

·6· when I get to Richland County, if I wanted to know what's

·7· in the 6th and what's in the 2nd.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It's the first page.

·9· · · · · ·No, it's the total population.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I need to know the total

11· population of the four 16 --

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· You want to know -- that's not

13· in that.· You want to know the population of Richland

14· that's in the 6th versus the 2nd?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Yes, right.· I know the total

16· county population because I've been following along but

17· it's hard to have for me to follow -- I'm looking at the

18· 6th having 14 different counties, wholes and splits.· I'm

19· looking at Greenville having two counties where you've

20· taken a small piece off in the fourth.· I'm looking at the

21· 3rd having about roughly eight counties and the 5th

22· roughly about ten counties and I'm trying to figure out if

23· I wanted to go to each one of the counties and try to put

24· it together and then take a look at what the voting age

25· population is for each one of 'em, I don't have a document
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·1· to help me do that.

·2· · · · · ·I know the committee has come up with its

·3· proposal to present to the body but there's the rest of us

·4· who don't sit on the committee, sit on judiciary and all

·5· the --

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, Senator, one thing I can

·7· help you with on the splits, if you look at page 15 of

·8· that document, you look at the benchmark, Senate

·9· Amendment 1, Senate Amendment 2A you have the splits of

10· counties and in the benchmark for the 6th you had nine

11· splits and in Amendment 1, you have eight.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Senator, I only have page 13.

13· · · · · ·I don't have --

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Excuse me, it's page 15, I'm

15· sorry.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I don't have page 15.

17· · · · · ·I stop at page 13.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Oh, well...

19· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· So what I'm simply saying is that

20· in the reapportionment --

21· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It is available on the website,

22· I've been informed right now.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Yeah, but --

24· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· For everyone.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I've looked at the website.· The
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·1· website give me total population and each one of the

·2· Districts.· I'm saying it would work better to be able to

·3· follow you easily and to eliminate a lot of questions if

·4· we had some working documents that show population, these

·5· counties and we go in what they actually look like.

·6· · · · · ·One example, when I go to Charleston County and I

·7· follow some of that -- not being a part of the committee

·8· and I look at the 6th Congressional District and I think

·9· what y'all had in Charleston County was like 228,000 --

10· and that may have changed since y'all last amendment and

11· in Richland County like 218,000 but that's some

12· independent work I've done on my own.

13· · · · · ·So I'm asking the question.· I need to know what

14· those numbers are in those counties.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· We could have staff provide

16· that for you, Senator.· We'll do that and it is available

17· on the website but we will have Will Roberts get in touch

18· with you on that.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· The other question, in looking at

20· the 3rd, the central location of the 3rd, unlike the 6th,

21· where Richland County is not made whole.

22· · · · · ·You only took, based on my calculation, half of

23· it that went into the 6th, the other half went into the

24· 2nd.· What was the thinking pattern with that?· Because

25· that would have eliminated a whole lot of small drawings
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·1· when you got down to some of the other counties.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Those lines are almost exactly

·3· what they are under the benchmark.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I understand that but I'm asking

·5· what was the thought pattern because I recognize that the

·6· 6th lost 34,000 in population.· It needed to go to 84,000

·7· to make the 730 a perfect district.

·8· · · · · ·So we're looking for -- 84,000 population does

·9· not mean that during reapportionment you can't shift

10· counties around.· Looking at the 2nd.· Of 2nd, 10 was at

11· 720.· Only 10,000.

12· · · · · ·That's the whole reason for reapportioning, to

13· reapportion these counties to cut down on some of the

14· county precinct splits and have less counties as possible

15· because when I really follow this map, the counties that

16· remain in the 6th, with the exception of I think Berkeley

17· and Dorchester got some industry into it, major industry

18· that all these other counties are pretty poor counties and

19· if you're going to have to balance it so it works in

20· looking at trying to provide some revenue or some

21· corporations or some tax base in these counties, and so

22· I'm just trying to figure out the thought process, when I

23· asked you about what the numbers are, which counties we

24· can shift, it may have been in it last time, doesn't mean

25· it has to be in it this time.· At least that's what my
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·1· experience says in the three times I've had

·2· reapportionment since I've been in this general assembly.

·3· · · · · ·So I know you tried to maintain most of them

·4· exactly the way it was before but you've had a total

·5· population shift in the state.

·6· · · · · ·19 counties lost population.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, I mean constituent

·8· consistency, maintaining core portions of a District, are

·9· reapportionment guidelines and this plan does it very well

10· because except for where you had the real strong growth,

11· it's in the mid to high 90 percent residence remaining in

12· the same District and frankly you couldn't quite reach the

13· 90 plus level when it comes to the coastal region because

14· of the amount of growth and you had about the same amount

15· of growth that the 1st had to shed, 85,000 about, and you

16· had about 85,000 that the 6th had to pick up and the 6th

17· is contiguous to it, and so you look at the keeping

18· Districts core Districts, the core part of Districts

19· together and also --

20· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Let's examine the thought process

21· you just gave as I listen to the Senator from Berkeley

22· talked about Berkeley.

23· · · · · ·When I go into that region of Orangeburg,

24· Bamberg, Allendale, Colleton and Hampton, that lost

25· population and all those counties and I look at the
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·1· adjacent counties, Dorchester and Berkeley, it's probably

·2· where they shift in but I have no way of actually knowing.

·3· · · · · ·And the state grew 500,000, the total in

·4· population which says that it is almost in order to get

·5· this thing and make some real sense.

·6· · · · · ·The core part of what we keep talking about may

·7· require a shifting because of core economic apportionment

·8· in those Districts shift to other counties, simply because

·9· we did not provide enough economic growth, with industry

10· and others, to maintain the core of those counties.

11· · · · · ·And so if the county was, four, 10 years ago,

12· 20 years ago, 30 years ago unless we make some adjustments

13· in these Congressional Districts, that means that

14· Congressional District is always going to be poor.

15· · · · · ·And I think in terms of what we're trying to do

16· in growing the economy in South Carolina, we should open

17· our minds up to be a little bit more flexible and trying

18· to either grow some industry that's already occurred in

19· these Congressional Districts, if not shift some of these

20· counties around.

21· · · · · ·It just kind of bothers me up in Greenville, the

22· core for the 4th District is all of Greenville.

23· · · · · ·When I get to Richland, only half of the core.

24· · · · · ·When I get to Lexington, where the 2nd really is,

25· because it's a spillover, that means in the 2nd, Lexington
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·1· is whole.

·2· · · · · ·And so when I get to Horry County, the 7th, it's

·3· whole and so it raises some real concern:

·4· · · · · ·Can we do develop maps in the core portion of

·5· these Congressional Districts, making those particular

·6· counties whole, other than amending the lifestyle?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, the counties or the

·8· Districts that remain very -- that experienced little

·9· change are Districts that had very little growth, along

10· with their neighbors.

11· · · · · ·So again, you had this large, large growth over

12· the last ten years along the coast and so this is why we

13· had to make significant changes no matter how you --

14· whatever map you come up with, you're going to have to

15· make pretty significant changes in the 1st and the 6th.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I'm trying to examine the maps

17· and look at all the maps and provide what my thinking

18· pattern is in it.· I'm not so sure how you change it so

19· you do get growth in the next ten years based on the way

20· we have designed these maps this time.

21· · · · · ·Because you still don't have counties with the

22· exception of Dorchester and Berkeley in the bottom, that

23· these counties have any form of advantage of trying to

24· grow the population as we drew it right back the way it

25· was.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, we can't do that.

·2· · · · · ·We have to reapportion every ten years.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I understand that but you could

·4· reapportion, this ten years, a plan that makes a little

·5· better sense than putting all these poor counties again

·6· stacked in one District.

·7· · · · · ·I think as soon as y'all can give me that

·8· information, I'd appreciate it, then I can come back and

·9· really ask some questions that I think make some sense.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Thank you, Senator.

11· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Colleton, what

12· purpose do you rise?

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· To see if the Senator

14· would yield for a couple of questions.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

16· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Now you were one of the

18· members on the redistricting subcommittee for the Senate;

19· is that correct?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That's right.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And you, along with

22· myself and several other members, served and prior to the

23· redistricting committee under the Senator from Horry's

24· leadership we, before we even started talking about the

25· Senate maps or the congressional maps, the first thing we
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·1· did was to go over and approve guidelines.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Correct.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Now do you testify or

·4· present your position on Senate Plan Amendment A based

·5· upon those guidelines?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, yes.

·7· · · · · ·I explained some of the --

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I heard you.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· -- manner or ways in which the

10· plan meets the guidelines.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Do you have the

12· guidelines?· Is that what the Senator from Horry is

13· handing up to you now?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, I have one in my book and

15· he handed me one too.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Mr. President, while I

17· am proceeding, I know quite a few members in the chamber

18· do not have the guidelines.· I would move unanimously -- I

19· request unanimous consent to pass out the guidelines.

20· · · · · ·The pages have already copied those and is ready

21· to distribute.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· You want to distribute

23· information to the chambers?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Yes, the guidelines for

25· which we are about to...· they are already out, if the
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·1· pages would deliver them.

·2· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· If we could have one

·4· set going over there.

·5· · · · · ·Now if you would, in looking at the guidelines

·6· that -- you've already gone over in a cursory and very

·7· efficient manner.· The first one is requirements of

·8· federal law.· You talked about population equality and you

·9· also started out by talking about legislative Districts

10· and you very well explained that this time there's only a

11· deviation of one man, one vote.· One man, one person.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Correct.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Okay.

14· · · · · ·And then you talked about the Congressional --

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That's a federal requirement, a

16· Constitutional requirement.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And then you talked

18· about voting rights, and you did a very good job of going

19· over the different -- generally what Shaw v. Reno and

20· Thornburg v. Gingles and you talked about contiguity as

21· well as the other considerations like communities of

22· interest, constituency service.

23· · · · · ·Aren't those all of the areas generally that when

24· we sat through all of those hearings where citizens came

25· in and talked about their areas, didn't we hear different
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·1· people touch on different -- each one of these -- these

·2· considerations or guidelines that our committee had

·3· already set up?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, we had a lot of diverse

·5· opinions that we heard that touched upon these guidelines

·6· and some of the opinions didn't really address the

·7· guidelines, but that's okay too.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Correct.

·9· · · · · ·Senator, you are a legislative delegation member

10· that represents Charleston with myself.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Correct.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Even though the Senator

13· from -- two senators that are up in the balcony from

14· Charleston that share a balcony, share representation of

15· Charleston don't think we represent that much of

16· Charleston.· We also are delegation members on the

17· Colleton County delegation as well as Beaufort delegation.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Correct.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So in this chamber you

20· and I are probably the ones that are kissing cousins

21· representing most of the Lowcountry.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I would claim you as a kissing

23· cousin any day, Senator.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Now Senator, we adhered

25· to these guidelines in everything we tried to do regarding
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·1· the Congressional plans and discussing it, did we not?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, you tried to, although at

·3· times there's conflicting provisions that in a particular

·4· application may be conflicting and you -- and sometimes

·5· it's even impossible to follow them.· They are not -- they

·6· are guidelines.· They are not absolute, you know,

·7· requirements because no plan can probably meet every

·8· single guideline absolutely.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Well, can you tell me,

10· in looking at this plan that is adopted September 17th,

11· 2021, where is it on that plan of our guidelines that 2020

12· redistricting guidelines sheet that the Senate Judiciary

13· Committee adopted, where is the word "benchmark"?

14· · · · · ·You have told us over and over again about the

15· benchmark from 2012, and here we are in 2022 and nowhere

16· in any case law or in the Senate redistricting

17· subcommittee guidelines is the word or the notion or that

18· we've talked about in any of our subcommittees where we

19· talked about benchmarks.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, the benchmark is just a

21· term to reference the existing Districts, number one.

22· · · · · ·And number two, not making dramatic changes to

23· the existing plan does -- does satisfy, in part anyway,

24· the guideline of constituent consistency.· Preserving the

25· cores of existing Districts, keeping incumbent residents
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·1· and Districts with their core constituents, avoiding

·2· contests between incumbent legislators.· So it is --

·3· that's a guideline.· It's not an overriding guideline that

·4· overrides others, but it is a guideline.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So just for the rest of

·6· the chamber, because they weren't on the subcommittee,

·7· when we referred to constituent consistency on the last

·8· page, it is Section 3, subtitle B, constituent

·9· consistency, preserving the cores of existing District,

10· keeping incumbents, residences in Districts with their

11· core constituents and avoiding contests between incumbent

12· legislators should be considered.

13· · · · · ·So -- but when you started out your presentation,

14· did I not understand that that was a primary concern of

15· you or did I misconstrue what you were saying?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It's not a primary concern,

17· it's a description of the plan that it's minimizing the

18· changes, honoring -- that is an honoring of core

19· constituency and that's a legitimate...· that's a

20· legitimate redistricting guideline and a legitimate

21· political choice to make as well.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Well, Senator, I tried

23· my best, in your presentation, I tried my best to take

24· copious notes but I -- the first thing you got up when you

25· said...· you said primarily the biggest point about the
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·1· Senate Plan Amendment A was the constituent consistency

·2· rate of 84 percent.· Is that not -- is that not a concern

·3· now of yours?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.· If you look on page 14 of

·5· the handout that's online, apparently there was a

·6· somewhat -- you didn't get the last two or three pages,

·7· apparently --

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Let's clarify for the

·9· record.· I apologize for interrupting.· You said page 15

10· but it's actually page 13 that you were referring to.

11· · · · · ·This handout, for the record --

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I think we have a different

13· version.· I have one that was just updated, I think.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I want to make sure

15· we're talking from the same page.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· If you look at constituent

17· consistency and the spreadsheet has District 1 through 7,

18· and then in Senate Amendment 1 it has the percentage of

19· residents in the District, that remain in the District

20· after, you know -- under this plan and then next to it,

21· under Senate Amendment 2A, same metric but the percentage

22· of the residents who remain in the District plan 2A and

23· Senate Amendment 1 --

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, out of

25· fairness to you as well as protecting the rights of all
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·1· the constituents in South Carolina under this plan, I

·2· respectfully submit to you that upon my request earlier

·3· that we receive the comparison report that was referred to

·4· in your Judiciary Committee meeting, on yesterday I

·5· requested that we stand at ease until you provided to --

·6· that the committee provide it to the entire Senate.

·7· · · · · ·Just one second.

·8· · · · · ·I respectfully submit to you now, you have

·9· referred in two different times of my questioning to pages

10· that are not consistent.· I understand since then that --

11· since I made the request for these documents the committee

12· has finally uploaded their work on the site, the Senate

13· redistricting site.

14· · · · · ·So I'm going to ask whether or not what you're

15· referring to regarding benchmark and constituent

16· consistency, whether or not it in fact begins on page 8,

17· the bottom -- excuse me -- on the bottom of page 10 and

18· extends to page 13.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· You were -- you asked for and

20· were given what was handed out in committee and it's the

21· same data, it's just formatted differently.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I believe you.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Bigger numbers.

24· · · · · ·So I can read it from here.· I'll give you this

25· version too.· I'll be happy to do that.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I was just trying to

·2· make sure that we follow along.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· That's why I asked are

·5· you referring to constituent consistency of the pages that

·6· we receive that starts on page 10 and it says what

·7· percentage of the new District's population is made up of

·8· benchmark -- of the benchmark Districts.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, yes, it begins on page 10

10· but I'm looking -- I'm referring you to the numbers at the

11· bottom of page 11 because it goes from page 10 over to

12· page 11.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Got it.

14· · · · · ·We're saying the same thing.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Right.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So in committee meeting

17· there was a lot of talk.· Now if I go on what you're

18· talking about here, it says -- it compares the Senate

19· Amendment 1 that you're presenting and it says that as it

20· relates to municipalities, there are 22 splits but as

21· compared to Senate Amendment 2A, there are only 15 splits.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That's correct.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And the benchmark had

24· 19.· Now the benchmark that you're referring to, that is

25· not a plan, if I go by what the Senator from Berkeley,
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·1· Senator Grooms just talked about, that particular plan was

·2· not actually approved, it had to be approved and created

·3· in the courts; am I correct?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So let's move on.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It was challenged but upheld.

·7· · · · · ·But going to the city benchmarks, you do have 19

·8· splits in the benchmark, you have 22 splits in

·9· Amendment 1, you have 15 splits in Amendment 2 but the

10· truth is when it comes to cities, you're always going to

11· have a lot of splits and dynamic splits because cities

12· cross-county boundaries, for example, and so you have

13· cities that cross-county boundaries, cities are always as

14· you know we all know because the annexation war is kind

15· of -- sometimes bubble up and rise to the level of

16· municipalities want to make changes to your annexation

17· laws.

18· · · · · ·So cities are constantly annexing and they're

19· annexing and they may annex a piece of property that's in

20· the same county but outside of the District, you know, or

21· they may annex something in another county and so that is

22· kind of -- that's just the way cities are because they are

23· constantly engaged in annexing their boundaries are

24· changing all the time.

25· · · · · ·You and I know, we in the Lowcountry, it's
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·1· Yemassee.· Yemassee has done a lot of annexation, so we do

·2· have -- so those are the splits benchmark 19, 22 and

·3· amendment 115 --

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Am I understanding

·5· you --

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· -- on the cities.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Am I understanding --

·8· and for everybody else's edification in here you're saying

·9· the less splits, no matter what, is better, correct?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No, it's just a factor to

11· consider, that's all.· It's just a factor to consider.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So what about do you

13· remember the Colleton County case?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Colleton County v. McConnell?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Versus McConnell.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· What did that case --

18· what was that filed upon, what premise?· They wanted to

19· keep counties whole, isn't that right?· Primarily they

20· wanted to keep -- if I'm wrong --

21· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· That one was an impasse.

22· · · · · ·The courts drew the lines because the legislature

23· reached an impasse.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I know, but I'm asking

25· why did they file it?· You represent Colleton County and
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·1· that's -- Mr. Terreni's shaking his head but I want to

·2· know whether or not that was why it was filed.

·3· · · · · ·I'm not asking for the ruling.· Is that what --

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Because there wasn't a plan

·5· that the general assembly produced.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I am asking, did

·7· Colleton County want to remain whole?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Oh, I don't know.

·9· · · · · ·I don't know.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· You didn't look at that

11· case?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I don't know.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So people of Colleton,

14· you don't know that we wanted to remain whole.

15· · · · · ·What about minimizing division of county

16· boundaries?· And it's on my page 12.· Under Senate Plan 1,

17· Amendment 1 that you're talking about, you have four under

18· minimizing division of county boundaries under District 1.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Right.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And the plan that is

21· presented by Senate Amendment 2 has a one.

22· · · · · ·So that's less counties.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Right, and the benchmark has

24· five.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Okay, so we're going in
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·1· the right direction with Senate District -- Senate

·2· Amendment 2.

·3· · · · · ·What about on 6?· It looks like the benchmark --

·4· or the old map is what I'm going to refer instead of

·5· benchmark because I think we need to do better.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Existing one.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Well, because the

·8· population has changed, benchmark isn't where we need to

·9· be, we need to do better to make it right, correct?

10· · · · · ·We don't need a map from ten years ago.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No, we have to do a map every

12· ten years.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Right, so let's just

14· skip over what benchmark is.· Under the area that I

15· represent is 1 and 6.· My counties intersect out of

16· Congressional District 1 and 6.

17· · · · · ·It looks like on the map you're advocating the

18· number of counties that is split is eight but the number

19· of counties that I have proposed on the Senate Amendment

20· No. 2 is only two.

21· · · · · ·So I understand -- am I correct in understanding

22· that the reason why you think that it's okay is because of

23· your colloquy with the Senator from Berkeley talking about

24· these Districts and economic interests and whatnot and

25· consistency of those folks being represented by the same
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·1· congressman; is that what your position is as you go --

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Senator, I did not place any

·3· one reapportionment -- I mean, there are some that there

·4· is a hierarchy, I mean it's like the Voting Rights Act and

·5· the Constitutional requirement, one man, one vote.

·6· · · · · ·But there are other guidelines that sometimes you

·7· meet one and it means you can't meet the other.

·8· · · · · ·I was simply explaining that considering the

·9· growth we had in South Carolina, this Plan Amendment 1

10· does a pretty amazing job of keeping constituents in the

11· same District.

12· · · · · ·It's a very high percentage and it's a lot higher

13· percentage than the plan under 2 in the same Congressional

14· District, and that's the only point I'm making.

15· · · · · ·That's not the only factor but it is a factor and

16· the plan does a good job and one reason I'm making that

17· plan -- because people are saying this is gerrymandering.

18· · · · · ·Well, if you going to gerrymander, you've got to

19· change.· You've got to change the Districts dramatically

20· if you're doing that gerrymandering, and we're not hardly

21· changing them at all.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, Senator,

23· Senator, we I believe sat through only one day of hearings

24· as it relates to the Congressional plan, and primarily the

25· comments that were received were from people who had a
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·1· comment regarding the 6th versus the 1st Congressional

·2· District.· Isn't that the majority of the comments we

·3· received in the public hearings last Friday or Thursday?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And tell me, if you

·6· would, what percentage of those folks -- because I don't

·7· want this body, this Senate, to turn into what is in D.C.

·8· where we always doing dog whistling regarding race.

·9· · · · · ·What percentage of the folks that came and

10· testified before us, what percentage did you hear say

11· racial gerrymandering versus keep Charleston County whole?

12· · · · · ·Because I didn't hear a whole lot of that.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No, I'm not talking about

14· racial gerrymandering.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· You just said it.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No, I was talking about

17· political gerrymandering.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· No, earlier you said

19· racial -- I wrote it down.· You said there's been

20· allegations of racial gerrymandering.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, I have heard that too but

22· not in that meeting but I've heard -- I've heard an

23· allegation on that.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Almost 90 percent of

25· the people who came and talked --
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'm not talking about the

·2· people --

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· -- regardless of their

·4· complexion, said keep Charleston County whole.  A

·5· percentage came from Dorchester and Berkeley and said keep

·6· us with Charleston County, right?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Senator, I was making the point

·8· that people said we're backing or we're -- and if you have

·9· very little change on the existing map, that's not

10· gerrymandering because you're basically using the lines of

11· the existing map and that's a legitimate reapportionment

12· principle or guiding principle and that's the only point

13· I'm making, and this map largely does that where it can.

14· I can't do that where there's tremendous growth because

15· it's impossible because you have to have the same number

16· of people in each District.

17· · · · · ·And as far as that -- as far as the Zoom meeting,

18· I'm not saying anyone made any allegation of racial

19· gerrymandering there at all, I'm not saying that, but I

20· have heard those allegations, you know, over the course of

21· this extended reapportionment process, I have heard that.

22· · · · · ·And I just wanted to make -- I just wanted to

23· present some data to indicate that that has not happened.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Did you know, when you

25· gave in your initial presentation that gave the numbers
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·1· that I totally agree with you, that Congressional

·2· District 1 picked up an additional 88,000, whereas

·3· Congressional District 6 lost in the last census 85,000?

·4· · · · · ·So one would think that the most obvious, the

·5· most obvious, would you not agree, the most obvious way to

·6· handle that -- because we all agree and we all know that

·7· the areas that and I represent, we've gained population,

·8· whereas the middle -- whereas Richland County in the

·9· middle of South Carolina, has lost population.

10· · · · · ·We all agree with that, right?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· So what confused me

13· when I first saw your amendment is then if you have gained

14· properly in the Lowcountry -- and we need to gain about

15· the same amount with the difference of 3,000 -- why did

16· you go and snake in or salamander into a portion of

17· Charleston to grab your votes?

18· · · · · ·Because we're not going to get into the racial

19· gerrymandering thing because you and I both know in

20· Charleston it matters not about your race, it is just that

21· you went by how those folks voted in West Ashley.

22· · · · · ·You pushed, you pulled --

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Actually --

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Let me just finish my

25· question and then I'll sit down.
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·1· · · · · ·It appears that there's a salamandering effect.

·2· Instead of pulling the 85,000 that Congressional

·3· District 6 needed, instead of pulling those out of

·4· Clarendon, Orangeburg, the upper part of Dorchester and

·5· Berkeley, there was apparently a decision to salamander

·6· into the lower part of Charleston, the Democratic voting

·7· area of Charleston, and snatch those people that are in my

·8· District and yours.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Senator, the main thing we did

10· in Charleston and to the House plan that's sent over here

11· is we're following geographic boundaries in Charleston.

12· · · · · ·We're following the Ashepoo -- I mean the Stono

13· River, the Wadmalaw Sound, the Wanda -- the Cooper River,

14· we're following that and we took -- as I recall, it's

15· about 78,000 people who moved from the 1st to the -- I

16· mean from the 6th to the 1st.

17· · · · · ·78,000 came from the 6th to the 1st.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· That boundary does not

19· flush out when you could have gotten out of Colleton

20· County 30,000 people to add, to give, meaning that only

21· 50,000 would be needed after there.

22· · · · · ·Instead you skip over a portion of Colleton and

23· snaked around into the bottom of Charleston, and you could

24· have gotten this same number if you had entertained a plan

25· which would have given it to you so that that
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·1· Congressional District would not snake unnecessarily into

·2· the Lowcountry.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, Senator, there's a lot of

·4· ways you can draw a plan.· You know that because you've

·5· been on the subcommittee.

·6· · · · · ·And so there's a lot of decisions along the way

·7· that end up producing a particular plan.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, you know, I

·9· really appreciate you agreeing with me that our opposition

10· to Senate Plan 1 versus 2 is not about racial, it's about

11· gerrymandering and packing; packing the 6th Congressional

12· District to make the 1st Congressional District more

13· electable but with Trump numbers.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, Senator, if you have

15· consistency, you haven't changed much and if you're going

16· to gerrymander, you have to change a lot of things, is the

17· point I'm making.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland,

19· Senator Harpootlian what purpose do you rise?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Would the speaker yield to

21· a question?

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Does the speaker yield?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

24· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The speaker yields.

25· · · · · ·Senator from Richland.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Senator, I've got an

·2· amendment I'm going to propose after we vote on your

·3· amendment and I'm going to deal with a lot of the issues

·4· that I could ask you about but we went over them in

·5· committee yesterday so unless you have some reason to

·6· change any of your answers yesterday I'll just move on, if

·7· that's okay with you.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'm happy for you to move on,

·9· Senator.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· That's what I thought.· So

11· are you familiar with the case of Shelby v. Holder?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· And could you tell me,

14· please, what you think it did?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'm not real familiar with it,

16· but Shelby --

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Let me just make this

18· quick.· Shelby v. Holder struck down Sections 4 and 5 of

19· the Voting Rights Act.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Oh, the Voting Rights Act case,

21· yes.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Now you would agree with me

23· that the Voting Rights Act was in effect when the 2012

24· plan was adopted, correct?

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, it's still in effect
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·1· today but those sections were in effect.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I'm talking about

·3· Sections 4 and 5.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes, they were in effect, yes.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· The only real section we

·6· look at now is Section 2; is that correct?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Correct.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· So the plan that was

·9· composed in 2012 was one that was shaped by the Voting

10· Rights Act, Sections 4 and 5, to some extent, correct?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, certainly it was impacted

12· because preclearance was required.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, and no retrogression,

14· right?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Correct.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· And that's no longer the

17· rule.· You can have retrogression now, correct?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'm not sure.

19· · · · · ·It certainly can't be a primary objective but

20· that can't be primary for sure.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· As long as it doesn't

22· violate Section 2.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Excuse me?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· If the retrogression

25· doesn't violate Section 2.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes, yes.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· So you would agree with me

·3· that the so-called benchmark plan is one that was

·4· constructed under constraints that no longer exist today,

·5· to some extent?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes, the Senate did -- it was

·7· in a different legal environment, yes.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Right.· And that

·9· environment was more restrictive on this body and other

10· bodies in composing a reapportionment plan, was it not?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes, that was restrictive on

12· states that were subject to Section 5 oversight, yes.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Right.· So now, freed from

14· those constraints, freed from the handcuffs imposed by the

15· Washington bureaucracy, tell me what analysis was used by

16· you and others that composed this plan, to see what we

17· could do to straighten out some of the weird shapes and

18· gerrymandered -- I mean they were gerrymandered for

19· allegedly legitimate purposes to meet Section 4 and

20· Section 5 preclearance.

21· · · · · ·What did you do to change the plan?· How did you

22· look at that, in devising this, or did you?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, we weren't completely

24· restrained to the existing lines.· I mean I'm -- in

25· drawing this but preserving core parts of existing
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·1· Districts, and constituent consistency are reapportionment

·2· guidelines that would tend to push a plan in the direction

·3· of something being similar to the current plan.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· But the current plan was

·5· imposed by Federal edict, almost, over the years.· It

·6· changed but basically the idea was to create a majority

·7· minority Congressional District, correct?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, originally, and it was

·9· upheld as recently as 2012.· I think you're very familiar

10· with the Backus case and opinion, Senator.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I am.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· And it was upheld as recently

13· as 2012 which again, is as recent as you can get when it

14· comes to reapportionment.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, no, actually when you

16· look at Shelby v. Holder and a number of out -- there's

17· another Alabama case --

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I'm talking about a case that

19· dealt with our plan and upheld it.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· But you would agree with me

21· the law's changed since that plan was upheld, correct?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It has, yes.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· And what adjustments were

24· made by you in devising this plan to accommodate that,

25· those changes, or were there any considerations?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, we didn't have -- I mean

·2· we didn't have preclearance requirements because Section 5

·3· had been struck down.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Right.

·5· · · · · ·No retrogression analysis.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, that would happen -- you

·7· know, that's something that would happen in -- if it...

·8· you look at retrogression analysis, I mean I know what we

·9· did in the 1st District and the 6th.· I mean, BVAP -- the

10· BVAP went down, not up.· It wasn't packing.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· And did you do any racial

12· block voting analysis to indicate -- to find areas where

13· white people wouldn't vote for black people, did you do

14· that?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· So I guess what I'm saying

17· is the guidelines never mention the work "benchmark,"

18· never say we're going to start with the existing plan --

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· -- right?

21· · · · · ·It never says that.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· But it does -- but they do say

23· maintain the core elements of existing Districts.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· The core.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· And constituent consistency,
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·1· and so they are guidelines that move you in the direction.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Of the core.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· But it also says less change

·4· than more change.· Minor change, not radical change.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well...

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I didn't call you a radical

·7· now, Senator.· I'm talking about change.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I've been called worse.

·9· · · · · ·So -- but my point is this:· You've got to admit,

10· when you look at what your plan does to Charleston County,

11· it's weird.· I mean, it's -- well, the hook, it looks

12· like...· well, actually, I'm not going to go there.

13· · · · · ·But it looks weird.· You would agree that the

14· only reason you all did that was to pick up population and

15· goes -- it hooks around.· I mean wouldn't you want

16· Charleston County to be whole, if you had that choice?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No, actually, Senator, no.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· You don't want -- wait a

19· minute, wait a minute.· You folks in Charleston watching

20· this, your Senator just said he does not want you all to

21· be in the same Congressional District.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Senator, because I believe that

23· having -- I'd rather be two Congressmen advocating for my

24· county than one and so I don't think it's a -- it's

25· terrible that that happened.
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·1· · · · · ·I think that Jim Clyburn representing Charleston

·2· has been good for Charleston.· I think that a Republican

·3· member of Congress representing Charleston County has been

·4· good for Charleston.· Because when it comes to doing

·5· something for Charleston County, it's kind of like what

·6· most of our legislative delegations are like.

·7· · · · · ·It's about pocketbook issues.

·8· · · · · ·Example.· Are we going to get funding to deepen

·9· Charleston Harbor?· Under the Biden administration, if we

10· needed something like that under the Biden administration,

11· I'd much rather have Congressman Clyburn being our

12· spokesman, trying to get that.

13· · · · · ·Under the Trump or the Bush administration, you

14· know, it would have been -- a Republican congressman would

15· have been better, probably, getting some of that.· And so

16· it's pocketbook, kitchen table issues, you'd rather have

17· two people advocating for me any day than one.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Why not four?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Well, because you can't do that

20· and stay within -- you can't do that -- we don't have any

21· counties -- for four, you'd have to have a 3 million

22· person county.· You'd have to have like New York counties,

23· New York City.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· What piece of Charleston

25· County do Mendel's River have?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· What?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· What piece of Charleston

·3· County did Mendel's River have?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I think my Congressional

·5· District historian desk mate might be able to come up with

·6· it but I'm not sure.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· All of it.· All of it.

·8· · · · · ·And it worked out okay.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR:· And he had all of Berkeley too.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· And he had all of Berkeley.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· That's all the questions I

12· have.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yeah, Senator, it's just -- it

14· works -- here in these chambers, it's better to have more

15· members of a delegation because we can fight about

16· philosophical issues here at the Statehouse, in Congress

17· they can fight about the philosophical issues in D.C., but

18· when it comes to a South Carolina Congressional

19· delegation, much like a county legislative delegation in

20· the general assembly, the focus is not upon what you're

21· going to fight about.

22· · · · · ·We'll go fight about issues in this chamber but

23· when we're working for our constituents back home, we're

24· trying to just bring home the bacon, you know.· We're

25· trying to do -- get things from D.C. transportation
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·1· dollars, relief from hurricanes, money to help build the

·2· seawall at the battery to keep Charleston from flooding,

·3· yadi, yadi, yada, those type of things, and it's much

·4· better to have two members than one.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, and there's a

·6· tradeoff here and what you've done here -- and I'm going

·7· to talk about it in just a minute -- is that most of the

·8· people that you have put into -- and I understand they

·9· were already there -- most of the people you put into the

10· 1st were white and most of the people you put into the 6th

11· from Charleston County were black, and disproportionately

12· so.

13· · · · · ·In a moment I'm going to talk about why this is

14· not a political gerrymander, this is a racial gerrymander.

15· · · · · ·And --

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· All I'm saying -- I didn't even

17· look at race numbers.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Why are there BVAP charts

19· everywhere?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Because that issue's been

21· raised, and of course the staff was ready to tell me, or

22· you're doing something wrong when it comes to a

23· retrogression that will get you in trouble, but I think

24· everyone that I've worked with --

25· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· It's just coincidence,
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·1· then?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· I've never asked what should

·3· the BVAP of this precinct or that.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Stuff happens, that's just

·5· the way.· And we're going to look at some numbers I think

·6· that are shocking about how race was used in composing

·7· this plan and why that's bad -- wait a minute -- why

·8· that's bad for this state.· It may be good for the folks

·9· up in D.C. fighting each other but it's bad for our state

10· when we divide our voters based on race.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Senator, I never even asked,

12· you know -- I mean never even -- what's the BVAP of this,

13· what's the BVAP of that?· I didn't ask that.· We needed to

14· make sure that we weren't running afoul of any of the

15· Federal laws and case law and statutes.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· And I believe you have but

17· that's for another day and another forum.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Okay.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Thank you.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Orangeburg,

21· what purpose do you rise?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· If you'd yield for a quick

23· question?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

25· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Did I just hear you say that you

·2· got advice from staff that we were running afoul of

·3· retrogression?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.· You need to let me know if

·5· we're running afoul of anything here.

·6· · · · · ·That's what I'm saying.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Are there any retrogression

·8· standards, now that the rules have changed, that we had to

·9· take into account?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· No.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· So that really wasn't an issue

12· this time.· It was really more communities of interest and

13· the other standards that we adopted, than whether we

14· retrogressed or not; is that correct?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Yes.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Okay, thank you.· That was

17· Section 2.· I move for adoption.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The pending question is the

19· adoption of Amendment No. 1.· Rollcall.

20· · · · · ·Rollcall is required is required, yes.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR MALLOY:· Can I be heard?

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator from Darlington

23· is recognized.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR MALLOY:· Thank you, Mr. President,

25· members of the Senate.
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·1· · · · · ·So just to put us into the posture as to where I

·2· would think that we are is that we're on a bill that was

·3· returned from the House that is the redistricting bill

·4· that's going to end up working on the Congressional

·5· Districts; is that right?· Nodded your head yes.

·6· · · · · ·So I go back and I look over the period of time

·7· and what's happening in CHAT and I mentioned to someone

·8· that I've been through five of these and I just want to

·9· make sure we get this record straight.· Two of those was

10· as a lawyer, three of those is since I've been here.

11· · · · · ·Senator from Orangeburg, you've been through I

12· don't know how many.· Senator from Lexington, I don't know

13· how many you've been through since you've been here -- a

14· bunch.· And Mr. President, you've been through a bunch in

15· your time in service here in the House and in the Senate.

16· · · · · ·I think in 2011 the Senator from Berkeley -- I

17· was minding your show one day.· It didn't last but on

18· second reading, we had an amendment that came up and

19· no one expected it to pass and it did pass, much to the

20· surprise of many folks here in the body.

21· · · · · ·And then we had another day to come back and we

22· voted on third reading and we passed the bill then.

23· · · · · ·Candidly, at that point in time I would tell you

24· that if I did not want to end up honoring what we had

25· agreed upon here, we'd have probably had that bill drug

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 81 of 203



Page 81
·1· out to the courts because the Senate would not have gotten

·2· together on it and it would have, Senator from Berkeley,

·3· failed on third reading, had the minority side decided to

·4· end up voting against it.· But we didn't.· And so hence we

·5· go to conference and we come in with a plan that became

·6· the plan.· It was what the body had agreed to.

·7· · · · · ·I'm not casting anything to anyone but I'll just

·8· say that this process here is very difficult for a person

·9· that watches this redistricting go forward.

10· · · · · ·We are looking at a redistricting plan here for

11· the 5.2 million people in South Carolina and we get one

12· bite at this apple.· We don't get second reading and third

13· reading.· We don't bill return from the House.

14· · · · · ·That bothers me.· We've got a looming deadline

15· that was placed on us by the courts and that's not today,

16· it was two days ago.· They say, does a deadline matter?

17· · · · · ·Well, it's in writing so it may not because they

18· got other things to go on and we will get in timing.

19· · · · · ·Now it's not clear to me as I watch this process

20· and the discussion is largely amongst the subcommittee

21· members, the folks that served on finance, hey, it's

22· online, the information's online.· You want a map, you go

23· look at it online.· We started today at 10:00 o'clock.

24· We're past 1:30 now.· We had about an hour and change of

25· discussion, and the information's online.
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·1· · · · · ·I queried yesterday, I believe it was, after we

·2· had a little bit of storm and said what happened in

·3· subcommittee?· Was this information exchanged in

·4· subcommittee?· Why am I listening to this conversation

·5· today about who got the documents and where the documents

·6· are?· They're online.

·7· · · · · ·We're going to vote through the subcommittee.· We

·8· voted and some would say we didn't vote and some would say

·9· we advanced it because it would have been at 3-3, so we

10· had two plans.· We advanced it.

11· · · · · ·You advanced it, does that mean vote?· Did the

12· Democrats vote for it then?· Some would say yes, some

13· would say no.· And the answer is I don't know.

14· · · · · ·I know what was said and so the bill came out of

15· subcommittee and advanced to the full committee, two

16· different bills.· And so now we come to the full committee

17· yesterday, what are we going to do?

18· · · · · ·We're going to pull this bill out?· Maybe we

19· should carry 'em over, give everybody a chance to end up

20· starting afresh over on the floor.

21· · · · · ·Well, if you want a bill and it comes out of

22· committee and it gets on the floor and it gets in the

23· masthead status, then we get a chance to end up voting on

24· it, to get second reading, go home, look at it, read, get

25· third reading and then vote on it.
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·1· · · · · ·We get 24 votes on second reading for cloture, 26

·2· votes on third reading for cloture, but on this one,

·3· here's what happens, Senator from Orangeburg:· When the

·4· last amendment is on the desk you ain't -- you not going

·5· to vote.· You're not even going to vote.

·6· · · · · ·You're not even going to vote, y'all.

·7· · · · · ·I love all y'all here, but I didn't sign up for

·8· this.· I didn't.· And I know my chairman, my classmate

·9· from college and classmate from law school, he's got some

10· constraints on him too.· He's got to get a bill through,

11· right?· And so I get that.

12· · · · · ·And, you know, I would have to just say to the

13· staff, I didn't get a chance to work so much on this one,

14· I worked on the other bills.· You could not find folks

15· that worked as hard as that team that they have over there

16· with Will and Andy and Charlie and those guys.

17· · · · · ·I mean, I wore 'em out.

18· · · · · ·And I think that what happens now is that we're

19· coming here, folks, we're getting down to the end, I'm not

20· going to be in your way but I just got to be clear as to

21· what -- as to what happens.· I don't like not being able

22· to vote on second reading.· I don't like not being able to

23· vote on third reading.

24· · · · · ·We demonstrated that yesterday.· I had to pause

25· on second reading, Senator from Orangeburg, on the CON.
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·1· · · · · ·You get a chance to look at it again on third

·2· reading?· We're going to do that.

·3· · · · · ·What if I pass something today and overnight,

·4· whenever I sit down and look at it, I say you know what, I

·5· saw something.· I think I want to readdress that.· I won't

·6· get a chance to.· I saw something in the CON bill I want

·7· to change.· It's not going to be a secret either.

·8· · · · · ·There's a couple of those amendments that make

·9· absolutely no sense.

10· · · · · ·So today I look forward to getting the other

11· amendments up.· This is the first amendment.· In my view,

12· this is going to be the amendment that becomes the bill.

13· · · · · ·We can count the votes.

14· · · · · ·The problem is, the issue is if the documentation

15· that supports it, then we got to have it.· The problem we

16· have is that if we get an amendment and we put it up

17· there, guess what it has to do?· It has to comply with the

18· deviation requirements.· You can't just end up just doing

19· it, you know, on a quick -- in a quick way.· You've got to

20· do it within a deviation of one person and it's not easy.

21· · · · · ·And to folks outside the chamber, they don't

22· necessarily end up -- they can submit the plan but if we

23· follow what they are doing, it may not comply with what we

24· believe to be the standards.

25· · · · · ·So I say as we go along is that I just wanted to
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·1· say that little piece, because as we stand before us, you

·2· know, we're moving here now to vote on the very first

·3· amendment.· If there is other information that we need,

·4· this is our only chance.· We're not going to be able to

·5· correct it as it goes forward.

·6· · · · · ·If the goal is to try to get the courts to end up

·7· doing this, they can do it better than us, you know, I'm

·8· not certain of how it happens if we are creating a record

·9· of exactly what we're doing.

10· · · · · ·But I do know that the bill returned from the

11· House as soon as the last amendment is voted on, done.

12· · · · · ·And I don't think that's the way we do a

13· redistricting bill.

14· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Pending question, Senator

15· from Charleston?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· I'd like to be heard on the

17· amendment.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Charleston is

19· recognized, Senator Kimpson.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· Thank you, Mr. President,

21· members.

22· · · · · ·I've been up in the balcony since Wednesday and

23· I've had a chance to observe -- you can see a lot more

24· effectively your colleagues, sitting up there, than you

25· can down here; watch who's talking to who, who's here,
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·1· who's not here, but you learn a lot about in the balcony,

·2· and you can actually hear more, Mr. President.

·3· · · · · ·So I don't want to take a lot of time this

·4· morning but there's been a lot of talk...· there's been a

·5· lot of talk about the people of Charleston and what the

·6· people of Charleston want.· Well, guess what?· You've

·7· heard me say this before and I think this is a fact:  I

·8· represent more people in Charleston County than any other

·9· Senator in here.· I even think under the Senate plan I'll

10· represent more people.· It might be the new District in

11· Senate District 20.

12· · · · · ·So I was not on the subcommittee.· I couldn't

13· attend many of the hearings because I got a very active

14· and robust law practice, but what I have done is I've

15· engaged with the people I represent, the majority of the

16· citizens of Charleston County, and unequivocally, the

17· majority want to be left whole.· They don't want to be in

18· a hodgepodge of 17 other counties.· That's not what the

19· people that I talk to, the majority, want.

20· · · · · ·We had a hodgepodge under this map, split all

21· different kinds of ways.· I've heard salamandering, I've

22· heard bootstrapping.· I've heard it called an amphibious

23· drawing.· They want to be left -- why?· Why?

24· · · · · ·As much as I like Richland County -- I'm a

25· product of Richland County, born in Richland Memorial
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·1· Hospital downtown.· I live -- my parents live 2233 -- I'm

·2· not going to say the street, but downtown near Eau Claire

·3· High School.· I love Richland County.

·4· · · · · ·But we ain't got no interest.· We ain't got no

·5· interest.· But King Street and north Charleston, with the

·6· Hugh Leatherman Terminal, many of the people in Richland

·7· ain't even been to the Hugh Leatherman Terminal.

·8· · · · · ·That is a whole juggernaut, in and of itself.

·9· · · · · ·So Jim Clyburn is my congressman.· He has

10· represented that area well.· But what I hear today is he

11· and Congressman Mace, they in lockstep, representing the

12· Lowcountry.· Well, if I remember, I don't believe

13· Congressman Mace voted for the American Rescue Act.

14· · · · · ·I mean, I'm going to ask staff to check that.

15· · · · · ·I could be wrong.· $13 billion for the state of

16· South Carolina that this governor spent last night taking

17· credit for it?· He spent it all in one speech.

18· · · · · ·We got no Republican votes for the American

19· Rescue Act, so how all of a sudden, Senator from

20· Charleston, is that two Congressmen supporting the

21· Lowcountry?· It's not.

22· · · · · ·Then we move to infrastructure.· Millions of

23· dollars only -- last time I checked the roll, there was no

24· Republican congressman that supported infrastructure.

25· · · · · ·What's all this two Congress people working
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·1· together?· Because the record does not bear that.· And so

·2· there is no this argument that we want two.

·3· · · · · ·What about the insurrection?· We got a mob the

·4· descending on the United States capital, committee

·5· terrorist acts on television where we got -- where we got

·6· people who died, law enforcement, over throwing our

·7· democracy from what I've called there's only one

·8· congressman in the Lowcountry that was consistently

·9· against that.

10· · · · · ·So your argument would have merit with me at

11· least if we had two Congressmen working for similar

12· interests, the interests of South Carolina, but that's not

13· what we have.

14· · · · · ·And so why is all that important?· And I'm

15· winding up and I'm going to take my seat, but the

16· alternative is to listen to the Senator from Richland,

17· Dick Harpootlian.

18· · · · · ·Why is all this important?· We need competitive

19· seats in the state of South Carolina.· This plan that

20· we're currently going to vote on -- and for the people

21· watching on TV, the vote that you're going to see in a

22· minute is going to be the same vote for the members of the

23· judiciary that you see here in a minute.

24· · · · · ·In my view, the plan will pass.· This is a plan

25· designed by the National Republican Party from Washington,
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·1· D.C.· Now, we can talk.· We had meetings.· Well, staff.

·2· We hired a lawyer.· It may not be verbatim.

·3· · · · · ·I'm going to encourage all of the people out

·4· there to read the definition of gerrymandering.· I won't

·5· read it to you.· You guys are scholars.· Fortunately for

·6· the Senator from Colleton, she encouraged judiciary

·7· chairman to walk through the factors.

·8· · · · · ·Factors are important but if you look at the

·9· definition of gerrymandering, this plan is Exhibit A for

10· gerrymander.· Exhibit A.· And I'm glad it's on the map.

11· We don't use this.· We don't use this thing often.

12· · · · · ·But I'm glad we got it and we spent the money for

13· it but why is this whole argument important?· Because in

14· South Carolina, like most of the rest of the country, we

15· need a competitive map.· We need robust ideas in

16· Congressional District.

17· · · · · ·We're not a monolithic state but if you pack

18· everybody who looks like each other and who thinks like

19· each other in the same Congressional District, guess what?

20· The Congressperson does not have to listen to the voices

21· of the few.

22· · · · · ·And that's what we got in Congress and that's

23· what we got at the Statehouse, Exhibit B.· We got the

24· South Carolina General Assembly, the Senate.· The

25· Republicans sit on that side.· They're the majority.· The
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·1· Democrats sit on this side.· They're the minority.

·2· · · · · ·And if you look at every major vote that we take

·3· in this General Assembly, it's along partisan lines.· You

·4· can have the most merit based idea as a Democrat but if

·5· you offer that plan as a Democrat, you're going to get

·6· shot down.

·7· · · · · ·Now that used to be different in the Senate, and

·8· there are a couple of exceptions.· Yesterday I joined the

·9· CON argument.· I voted for the CON.· Somebody mentioned --

10· the Senator from Spartanburg isn't here, but he -- I

11· believe I heard him say from up there, he was a

12· businessman and a politician but didn't believe he could

13· also be a lawyer.

14· · · · · ·Well, I am a former banker, businessman.· I am --

15· I hold a jurist doctor degree, a lawyer, and I represent

16· Senate District 42, a politician.· My Senate District, in

17· my view, is the epicenter of commerce for the entire

18· state.

19· · · · · ·I run from Calhoun Street -- y'all been to Halls.

20· · · · · ·Well, that it starts at Calhoun, goes down to

21· Boeing and then over to West Ashley.

22· · · · · ·And so why is that important?· Because I joined

23· the CON debate because I used to lend money.· I lent money

24· to dialysis centers and health care facilities and you

25· know what, we look at the financial statements.

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 91 of 203



Page 91
·1· · · · · ·And in the note to financial statements you can

·2· look at a balance sheet, that's just a snapshot in time.

·3· · · · · ·What you do if you're studying a company's cash

·4· flow and operations, you look at the notes to the

·5· financial statements and what we had there was a note that

·6· said some of these cash flow statements are assumption

·7· based on the premises that we going to get a CON approved,

·8· so if we add this dialysis center, our cash flows will be

·9· consistent with the projections.

10· · · · · ·The only reason that's relevant, I'm trying to

11· explain my CON vote -- I've gotten some calls -- I've

12· gotten some calls, but that was bipartisan legislation.

13· · · · · ·The other example -- and I'll be brief because

14· Lucas, our chairman, is getting anxious -- is a bipartisan

15· bill that we passed, just got the numbers from Mike

16· Shealy, I am the primary author.· I hate to recognize

17· myself but sometimes you have to recognize yourself.

18· · · · · ·Back in 2014 I introduced the internet sales tax

19· bill.· That was bipartisan legislation that passed two or

20· three years after I introduced it.

21· · · · · ·I was joined by Republicans.

22· · · · · ·And I just got a spreadsheet.· That bill has

23· generated over $900 million for the state of South

24· Carolina.· So sometimes we do things in a bipartisan

25· manner.
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·1· · · · · ·But what is happening with packed Districts that

·2· are gerrymandered -- and I'm talking to the Fourth Circuit

·3· now because that's where we going, and that's my final

·4· point.· We got a gerrymandered District by the people in

·5· Washington, D.C., the Republican National Convention, and

·6· under this map we got a plus 17 Republican.· That ain't no

·7· competitive District.· We weakening the people and the

·8· voices of South Carolina.

·9· · · · · ·And so as I take my seat -- and I might be off

10· one or two percentage points -- but as I take my seat, we

11· headed to Richland.· We headed to the Fourth Circuit, and

12· so every argument that has been made on here will be in

13· the record.

14· · · · · ·I'm going to commend you and I'm going to ask the

15· general counsel, Mr. Moffitt, to pass around when we get

16· ready -- I'll move for unanimous consent -- the Ohio

17· Supreme Court opinion.· Mr. Moffitt, Mr. President.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Charleston.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· Unanimous consent to distribute

20· the Ohio Supreme Court opinion at the earliest available

21· time it's ready to be distributed to this body.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Distributing material to

23· the body.· Any objection?· Hearing none, so ordered.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· And I offer that to you as I

25· take my seat.· I'm going back up to the balcony but I
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·1· offer that to you as Exhibit C as to where we going, and

·2· that was a Ohio Supreme Court State Court case but it

·3· struck down, struck down gerrymandered districts, which I

·4· submit is what we going to arguably pass today.

·5· · · · · ·Now I do want to take a moment to thank the

·6· staff, because the staff does what the people who they

·7· serve tell them to do.· So it's not the staff.· The staff

·8· is working hard.· But we're in a body of the majority and

·9· we've been so for about two decades.· We got good lawyers

10· too.· Mr. Terreni, you're a good lawyer and I'm not

11· casting any doubt on you.· You just do the -- you know,

12· you serve the will of the legislature.

13· · · · · ·But we going to Richland, got able lawyers who

14· will litigate this case, much like all the other cases

15· we've litigated that are patently unconstitutional.

16· Legislation we pass here, we'll see what the court says.

17· We'll live another day.· Thank you, Mr. President.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Thank you, Senator.

19· · · · · ·The pending question is the amendment.· The

20· Senator from Horry, what purpose do you rise?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· I just wanted to make the motion

22· for the pending question and invoke the name for Senator

23· Kimpson of A. Louis Patterson, who you do a fine

24· impression of.· In the spirit of A. Louis Patterson and

25· Senator Kimpson, I move adoption of the amendment.
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·1· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Rollcall is required.

·2· · · · · ·Senator from Edgefield, what purpose do you rise?

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· I ask unanimous consent for

·4· leave from Senator Cherokee.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

·6· · · · · ·The clerk will call the roll.

·7· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Adams?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR ADAMS:· Aye.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Alexander?

10· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Aye.

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Allen?

12· · · · · ·Mr. Allen not voting.· Mr. Bennett?

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Aye.

14· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Campsen?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Aye.

16· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cash?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· Aye.

18· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Climer?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR CLIMER:· Aye.

20· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Corbin?

21· · · · · ·Mr. Corbin not voting.· Mr. Cromer?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· Aye.

23· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Davis?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR DAVIS:· Aye.

25· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Fanning?
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·1· ·SENATOR FANNING:· No.

·2· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Gambrell?

·3· ·SENATOR GAMBRELL:· Aye.

·4· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Garrett?

·5· ·SENATOR GARRETT:· Aye.

·6· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Goldfinch?

·7· ·SENATOR GOLDFINCH:· Aye.

·8· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Grooms?

·9· ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Aye.

10· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Gustafson?

11· ·SENATOR GUSTAFSON:· Aye.

12· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Harpootlian?

13· ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· No.

14· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Hembree has leave.

15· ·Mr. Hutto?

16· ·SENATOR HUTTO:· No.

17· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Jackson?· Not voting.

18· ·Mr. Kevin Johnson?

19· ·SENATOR K. JOHNSON:· No.

20· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Michael Johnson?

21· ·SENATOR M. JOHNSON:· Aye.

22· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Kimbrell?

23· ·SENATOR KIMBRELL:· Aye.

24· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Kimpson?

25· ·Mr. Kimpson votes no.· Mr. Loftis?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR LOFTIS:· Aye.

·2· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Malloy?· Mr. Malloy not

·3· voting.· Mr. Martin?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Aye.

·5· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Massey?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Aye.

·7· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Matthews?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· No.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. McElveen?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· No.

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. McLeod?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· No.

13· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Peeler has leave.

14· · · · · ·Mr. Rankin?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Aye.

16· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Rice?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR RICE:· Aye.

18· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Sabb?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· No.

20· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Scott?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· No.

22· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. Senn?· Not voting.

23· · · · · ·Mr. Setzler?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR SETZLER:· No.

25· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. Shealy?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR SHEALY:· Aye.

·2· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Stephens?

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· No.

·4· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Talley?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR TALLEY:· Aye.

·6· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Turner?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR TURNER:· Aye.

·8· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Verdin?

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR VERDIN:· Aye.

10· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Williams?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR WILLIAMS:· No.

12· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Young?

13· · · · · ·SENATOR YOUNG:· Aye.

14· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.

15· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Have all senators voted?

16· · · · · ·Senator from Richland, Senator Harpootlian?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Ask consent for Senator

18· Jackson to have leave.

19· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection, the

20· Senator from Richland, Senator Allen votes no.

21· · · · · ·Senator Corbin votes aye.· Yes, Senator Malloy?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR MALLOY:· No.

23· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Votes no.

24· · · · · ·Other members needing to vote?· Senator from

25· Lexington, Senator Shealy?· Without objection, Senator
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·1· Senn has leave.· Other votes?· Other votes.· Hearing none,

·2· the polls are closed and the clerk will tabulate.· By a

·3· vote of 26-15, the amendment is adopted.

·4· · · · · ·The clerk will publish the next amendment.

·5· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Next amendment is Amendment No. 2 by

·6· Senator Harpootlian.· It amends the bill by striking out

·7· the enacting words.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland, what

·9· purpose -- or Senator Harpootlian, what purpose?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I'd like to speak to the

11· amendment, please.

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· You're recognized to speak

13· to your amendment.· Senator from Richland.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Ladies and gentlemen, I

15· intended on giving this speech six hours ago.· I have

16· pared it back somewhat but not enough, I'm sure, to meet

17· your approval, and the reason for that is this:· When I

18· decided to run for the Senate in 2018 as somebody as a

19· lawyer who had been involved in reapportionment cases, I

20· believed and still believe that the apportionment of our

21· legislative bodies in Congress is one of the root causes

22· of many of our difficulties.

23· · · · · ·And I want to walk you through a little bit of my

24· personal history that gives rise to my belief that it's

25· all about race.· This is all about race.· And I would say
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·1· we don't talk about that because that's the elephant in

·2· the room but unfortunately, it's the elephant and the

·3· donkey in the room.· We all share the blame.

·4· · · · · ·I grew up in Charlotte, North Carolina, suburban

·5· neighborhood and graduated from high school 1966.· I never

·6· attended a single class in elementary, middle or high

·7· school with an African-American.· Ever.· Because I went to

·8· a segregated public school.· I went through the entire

·9· public school system.· The only black folks I ever saw in

10· my school were the janitors and the folks that were

11· serving us lunch, and we didn't converse with them.

12· · · · · ·I grew up in an environment where we had white

13· only bathrooms, where black folks were not allowed in the

14· same facilities we were in, and I must tell you, I didn't

15· notice it because I grew up in a white privileged suburban

16· area and we were more concerned with music, the Beach

17· Boys, the Beatles, we were concerned about who had the

18· newest GTO or 442.· Who was dating the prettiest girl.

19· · · · · ·Social issues did not permeate our brains and

20· certainly not integration.· And it was on the news.· You

21· know, we had three networks back then:· NBC, ABC, CBS.

22· You either watched Huntley?Brinkley or you watched Walter

23· Cronkite, in my household.· I didn't watch either one

24· because I did not care about current events.· I did not

25· care about racial justice.· I did not care about the war.
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·1· · · · · ·I did not care about any of the things that had

·2· begun to seep up and I did not attend an integrated school

·3· until 1966.· The fall of 1966 I entered Clemson University

·4· which had integrated about 30 months before with a guy

·5· named Harvey Gantt.· Still less than 20 African-Americans

·6· out of 5,000 kids.

·7· · · · · ·Very, very, very, very -- I mean that was

·8· integrated but not significantly.· Not an African-American

·9· on the football team, basketball team, baseball team, no

10· African-American athletes, period.

11· · · · · ·So as I matured at college, I began to see that

12· black folks had not enjoyed the same opportunities I had.

13· · · · · ·And I guess that came home to me in February 1968

14· when on my student newspaper I got to interview three

15· young black kids heading home from SE State where they had

16· witnessed three of their fellow students murdered, killed,

17· ten others wounded because they were demonstrating.· To do

18· what?· They were demonstrating because they were not

19· allowed to bowl in the all white bowling alley in downtown

20· Orangeburg, and they died for it.· Killed.· Shot.

21· · · · · ·I just couldn't comprehend that.

22· · · · · ·Two months later, along with several other kids,

23· we went down to Atlanta to Martin Luther Kings's funeral

24· and again, didn't quite understand what I was seeing but

25· what I did see, what I did see, was -- and talked to a
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·1· number of kids my age, African-American kids who explained

·2· to me their frustration, their anger at being treated the

·3· way they were treated on a daily basis.

·4· · · · · ·I got to tell you, I would have reacted more

·5· violently than they did to the way they were treated.  I

·6· went in a bar with a kid I befriended at Clemson, just

·7· outside of Clemson and we sat down and ordered a beer.

·8· The bartender came and said, you can stay but the N, he's

·9· got to leave.· I mean, the hurt in that kid's eyes, the

10· degradation he went through.· I never understood it.

11· · · · · ·Never had seen it.

12· · · · · ·And as I grew older, I became more accustomed to

13· their life experience as opposed to my life experience and

14· their life experience was every day somebody was treating

15· them differently because of the color of their skin.

16· · · · · ·Every friggin' day.

17· · · · · ·So let me fast forward a little bit.

18· · · · · ·In 1986, I ran for County Council in Richland

19· County, which at the time was at large the entire county.

20· · · · · ·I ran after I got through the primaries a guy

21· named Willie Rogers who was a deputy superintendent of

22· school District 2, had a Master's in education, his

23· daughter later on became a family court judge, but Willie

24· and I campaigned together for the general election and I

25· took him to white neighborhoods and he took me to black
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·1· churches and African-American neighborhood gatherings.

·2· · · · · ·There were six seats open.

·3· · · · · ·On election night, 1986, I led the ticket, county

·4· council.· There were six seats, he ran 7th.· White people

·5· did not vote for him at all.· At all.

·6· · · · · ·When I asked about racial block voting earlier,

·7· this was the most distinct demonstration I had ever seen

·8· of racial block voting because white people would not vote

·9· for black people, period.

10· · · · · ·Most places in the state in Richland County they

11· wouldn't, which was -- we had the university, probably one

12· of the more moderate or liberal places.

13· · · · · ·In 1988, we went to single member Districts after

14· a court suit, Justice Department intervened and we elected

15· our first African-American county councilman.· John Scott

16· was in that class.· He and I served together on County

17· Council for two -- I served for two years, he served

18· longer than that.

19· · · · · ·But we had a perspective on County Council those

20· second two years we didn't have before.· Nobody cared

21· about what was going on down in lower Richland.· Nobody

22· cared about what was going on in the upper part of the

23· county, which were predominantly African-American

24· neighborhoods, because we didn't live there.· I lived in

25· Shandon.· I was concerned about downtown Columbia.
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·1· · · · · ·So lawsuits were brought, the Justice Department

·2· dictated single member Districts with significant majority

·3· African-American populations, because white people would

·4· not vote for African-Americans.

·5· · · · · ·Now that shaped me to understand that there is a

·6· segment of our community that will not acknowledge that we

·7· are a multiracial culture and that we need to address

·8· that.· And let me explain that also about those single

·9· member Districts.

10· · · · · ·When they were ordered, everyone thought and

11· understood they were remedial measure -- remedial, not

12· permanent -- remedial.· The idea being that once we had

13· integrated our elected bodies, that people then would

14· shift, and they did, but a remedial measure is like a

15· cast, and if you leave the cast on the body too long, it

16· atrophies.

17· · · · · ·And that's what's happened in our state and that,

18· Senator from Charleston, is what's wrong with using a

19· benchmark of what we did and had to do, where we maximized

20· and packed in order to elect an African-American, which is

21· no longer, in my opinion, necessary.

22· · · · · ·And by not doing that racial block analysis we

23· talked about, racial block voting analysis we talked about

24· earlier, you don't know and I don't know what you could

25· have done to change that benchmark and start over.
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·1· · · · · ·There's no reason you could have started over.

·2· · · · · ·You have no reason why we couldn't have a more

·3· homogeneous competitive District plan.

·4· · · · · ·Now I will tell you that this plan sort of

·5· appeared -- I don't know how it got done because we went

·6· to a subcommittee meeting and one day it just appeared and

·7· when I asked staff, they indicated that there had been

·8· submissions from, for instance, the Senate redistricting a

·9· Republican group called the -- let me make sure I get

10· their name right so I don't screw it up -- the

11· redistricting group out of Washington.

12· · · · · ·I never saw that plan.

13· · · · · ·But the plan that was proposed is very much --

14· it's this plan.· We never had any input into.· We never

15· discussed it.· We were never called back in the map room.

16· We were never asked anything about the contours of it.· It

17· just appeared, you know, sort of an immaculate deception,

18· if you will.· It was created in a back room, literally in

19· a back room.· And as you voted on it today, I don't think

20· that you really had an understanding of what it does.

21· · · · · ·And if you do this for me, please -- I think they

22· can do this -- would you put the plan that was just passed

23· up on the screen, please, and zero in on Charleston

24· County.· Can you do that?· Oh, I'm sorry.· I'm sorry, it

25· was the National Republican Redistricting Trust, are the
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·1· folks that submitted a plan that we never saw.· Yep, okay?

·2· · · · · ·So...

·3· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland,

·4· Senator McLeod, for what purpose do you rise?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· Will the Senator yield --

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· -- for a question?

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· For a question.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· Thank you, Senator.  I

10· appreciate you raising the point or the fact that all of

11· us are aware that race is the elephant in the room, and

12· the reason that I decided to ask you a few questions is

13· because when I was first elected to the South Carolina

14· House, you may recall that we were about to start the

15· redistricting process, and I was eager to learn as much as

16· I could.

17· · · · · ·And it wasn't until my colleagues packed my swing

18· District -- can you hear me?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Not real well, I'm sorry,

20· but that's me, that's not you, I guess.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· I'll try to talk a little

22· clearer.

23· · · · · ·It wasn't until I realized that my colleagues

24· packed my swing District with black voters and I had to do

25· some research, because I couldn't understand why.· That
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·1· wasn't what I asked them to do or needed them to do.· In

·2· fact, I had just won pretty handily in a swing District.

·3· · · · · ·I think my black voting population at that time

·4· was 34 percent and they bumped it to 52 percent, if I'm

·5· not mistaken, and I went to my caucus and asked questions

·6· about why the Republican party would see fit to increase

·7· my black voting population numbers in that way and it led

·8· me to do my own research and what I discovered was exactly

·9· what you have just talked about, and that is that it was a

10· part of their national strategy in 2011 to blacken swing

11· Districts like mine for the purpose -- the purpose was

12· threefold.

13· · · · · ·The first thing they wanted to do was to further

14· marginalize the voices of the minority.

15· · · · · ·Secondly, they wanted to rid the Democratic party

16· of white Democrats.

17· · · · · ·And 3rd, they wanted to create a permanent

18· Republican majority stronghold.

19· · · · · ·We were -- I'm sorry -- I was at the time the

20· only person who saw fit to fight that and I had to come to

21· you.· You had a lawsuit in progress.· And I'd like you to

22· maybe share some of your insight, if you can remember what

23· happened then because if we fast forward today, we are

24· seeing that, you know, all of their...· all of their goals

25· have come to fruition.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Absolutely.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· And that what I think part of

·3· the point that you're raising right now so I just want to

·4· know if you can speak to that.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, what I would say is

·6· this:· That is -- and, you know, one of the architects of

·7· this strategy was a friend of mine, somebody that I spent

·8· a lot of time with back right in college and law school

·9· and we got to be fast friends, a guy named Lee Atwater

10· from Columbia, and he made no bones about it in articles

11· later on.· He wanted to use the Justice Department's

12· efforts to create more African-American representation, to

13· pack African-Americans into Districts, bleaching out the

14· adjoining Districts.

15· · · · · ·And to some extent that's what this does.· This

16· is deja vu all over again, as Yogi Berra would say.

17· · · · · ·It is -- what I want to say to the folks in this

18· chamber is this:· You are better than this.· You are

19· playing a game being dictated by some group in D.C., and

20· God knows they're as dysfunctional as it gets.

21· · · · · ·If what we continue to do is predicate

22· reapportionment on race and do things that bleach out

23· Districts, in an effort to help our poor African-American

24· elected officials have a blacker District or frack it,

25· divide the African-Americans up -- and I'm going to talk
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·1· about some numbers in a minute that indicate to me clearly

·2· that's what's happened with this plan, this immaculate

·3· deception.

·4· · · · · ·And Senator, they did it in 2012.· The difference

·5· is this talk about benchmark plan, that benchmark plan was

·6· a Frankenstein monster and there was no effort to change

·7· it in any meaningful way.· They're comfortable with it.

·8· · · · · ·They're comfortable with it because it divides

·9· the state into black and white, and that is reprehensible.

10· · · · · ·That is reprehensible.

11· · · · · ·This is the most racially divisive plan you could

12· design.· We have a plan, I've proposed a plan which meets

13· all the guidelines, not just some of them, and while it

14· may divide Berkeley and Dorchester away from Charleston,

15· the League of Women Voters plan in a minute keeps them

16· together but does not do the kind of violence to racial

17· coalitions that Senate -- the plan the Senate just passed.

18· · · · · ·I think it's also important to understand this:

19· We passed a Senate plan.· Y'all understand my belief that

20· county lines are inviolate.

21· · · · · ·If you want proof that I was looking for a way to

22· help ensure that we didn't have to rely on purely racial

23· gerrymandering to make this a fair plan, I met with the

24· folks, Mr. Terreni and others, and I said take my

25· District, send it to Charleston.· It's more important to
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·1· me that we do that and create -- Senator McLeod, Senator

·2· Jackson, Senator Scott, all their Districts are totally

·3· contained within Richland County.· They have two senators

·4· who have no allegiance to any other county but Richland.

·5· · · · · ·That was important to me.· And it was important

·6· enough to where I said, send my District elsewhere.

·7· · · · · ·And by the way, my District was a Frankenstein

·8· creation that the previous occupant had created to ensure

·9· his reelection.· It ain't worth it.· It ain't worth it.

10· When he did that, he bleached out his District with

11· 17 percent African-American.· President Trump carried it

12· in '16.· Shockingly, I carried it in '18 and again in '20

13· because what I found was that people in my District, that

14· District, were concerned about transparency.· They were

15· concerned about responsible conduct on taxes.· I found

16· that there was a coalition of folks, black and white, that

17· were concerned about roads and education and doing

18· something in a very constructive, physically conservative

19· way.

20· · · · · ·We could all be fiscal conservatives.· We could

21· all focus on these issues, but for the fact that race

22· continues to divide this state and it's shocking to me

23· that we continue to do this purely for political

24· advantage.· And again, there's plenty of blame to go

25· around.
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·1· · · · · ·The only other thing I'd say before I get into

·2· the specific plan is this:· I've been here since 2018,

·3· four years now.· I think, without fear of contradiction,

·4· every person I've met here is a person of integrity,

·5· honesty and people that want to do the right thing, but we

·6· all, every one of us, every one of us, fall victim, prey

·7· to this sort of partisan accumulation of power.· Not much

·8· over here, but it's about getting back here, it's about

·9· getting another position, it's about moving forward.

10· · · · · ·And that's fine, as long as you don't use race or

11· religion or national origin to get you there.

12· · · · · ·Whether or not, you know, if we continue to go

13· this route, then the minorities in both parties, the

14· minority position in both parties will dominate primaries

15· and they will dominate your party and my party, whether

16· it's Antifa for the Democrats or the traitorous scoundrels

17· that took over the United States capital and attempted to

18· disrupt democracy -- and by the way, in another lifetime

19· those folks should have been hung.· I'd just say that you

20· don't commit that kind of conduct without consequences.  I

21· don't believe this 48-month sentence stuff is enough.· And

22· that's coming from somebody that has participated in the

23· trial sentencing and execution of people.· I believe

24· strongly that this conduct cannot be tolerated but that's

25· for another day.
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·1· · · · · ·So when you look at...

·2· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator, you need to...· we

·3· need to get you a copy.· Senator from Richland.· Senator

·4· from Richland.· We'll have to get you a copy, please.

·5· · · · · ·Please.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I want to demonstrate that

·7· this creates this hook into Charleston County which has no

·8· necessity.· There's no reason to do that.· Charleston

·9· County could be whole.· You could include Berkeley and

10· Dorchester, if you want the League of Women Voters' plan

11· that's amended.

12· · · · · ·But what I will tell you is this:· This is the

13· result of trying to perpetuate the 2012 plan, which is no

14· longer required.· The federal government's Section 4 and

15· Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act required them to do

16· this and now for and my Republican colleagues I find it, I

17· got to say, somewhat astounding that you would say we've

18· got to abide by the federal guidelines on anything.

19· · · · · ·Thank you.

20· · · · · ·But again, they're no longer there.· This is a

21· federal guideline that's no longer in existence.· There's

22· no ban against retrogression.· There's no ban -- I mean

23· you want to keep core constituencies there, but what's the

24· core constituency of the 6th District and the benchmark

25· plan.· Is it Richland County?· Is it Orangeburg County?
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·1· Is it half of Charleston County or a third of Charleston

·2· County?· Rd what is it?· It's -- and it's this idea that

·3· somehow this benchmark plan ought to dictate what you pass

·4· is just amazing to me.

·5· · · · · ·So this plan, the one we just passed, splits ten

·6· counties, and eight of those have splits on the border of

·7· the 6th; Jasper, Colleton, Dorchester, Charleston,

·8· Florence, Orangeburg and Sumter.

·9· · · · · ·And one of the guidelines is the integrity of

10· county and municipal lines.

11· · · · · ·So -- and there's no justification for it other

12· than this cockamamie we've got to stick with the benchmark

13· plan, which there's no requirement to do.

14· · · · · ·Our guidelines don't even require that.

15· · · · · ·About 46 percent of Richland County is in the 6th

16· while 54 percent is in the 2nd.

17· · · · · ·Now in Richland County the total of

18· African-American or BVAP of Richland County is 44 percent.

19· · · · · ·What's the BVAP of the part they put in the 6th?

20· · · · · ·60 percent.· 60 percent.

21· · · · · ·I would note that if you look at...· this is the

22· plan we just passed, 13 precincts, but 11 of those splits

23· on the border of the 6th.· Again, not spread out through

24· the state, just on the 6th.

25· · · · · ·So all but two of the plan's municipal splits are
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·1· on the border of the 6th.· So Columbia, for instance.  A

·2· 3rd of Columbia is in the 2nd, two-thirds is in the 6th,

·3· but 75 percent of the Columbia's BVAP is in the 6th.

·4· · · · · ·Sumter, about a 3rd of Sumter is in the 6th.

·5· Two-thirds is in the 5th.· But only 18 percent of the city

·6· of Sumter's white population is allocated to the 6th.

·7· · · · · ·I mean, clearly race, this is about race.· The

·8· city of Charleston, two-thirds.· City of Charleston is in

·9· the 6th, one-third in the 5th but 85 percent of the city's

10· BVAP is allocated to the 6th.· Other splits on the border

11· of the 6th include north Charleston, Forest Acres,

12· Hardeeville and Scranton.

13· · · · · ·All substantial population splits.

14· · · · · ·So if you look at the number of county splits in

15· our plan as opposed to the others, minimal.· Our splits

16· don't represent any racial gerrymandering whatsoever.

17· · · · · ·And in our plan, 91 percent of Greenville stays

18· in the District.· In one District, 95.5 percent of Laurens

19· stays in one District.· 85.3 percent of Rock Hill stays in

20· one District.

21· · · · · ·So what I'm saying to you is this:· Yeah, there

22· are a number of different ways you can draw these lines.

23· There's a number of different ways you can skin this cat,

24· if you will.· But what's clear is the plan we just passed

25· was based on race and this history I told you about, the
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·1· trauma of that.

·2· · · · · ·Now there are some African-American leaders and

·3· elected officials that believe that they would have

·4· difficulty getting significant white votes and so they

·5· continue to lobby for huge majority minority Districts.

·6· · · · · ·Some of them occur naturally.

·7· · · · · ·Resist that and resist this.· If you adopt my

·8· amendment, not whether Districts are competitive, if you

·9· keep counties together and minimize splits of counties and

10· cities and you don't do it on the basis of race, the

11· 1st District becomes competitive.

12· · · · · ·Now let me say this to you:· If you're saying

13· this was a partisan gerrymander, you can't use party as a

14· proxy for race.

15· · · · · ·And by the way, most of the numbers I see in the

16· data I've received is BVAP.· There's no real data other

17· than a Biden-Trump race, no real historical -- and again,

18· no racial block voting analysis.

19· · · · · ·So if you look at the guidelines, my plan, our

20· plan, the Democratic caucus plan, Senator Sabb and

21· Matthews's plan, it complies with the guidelines.· There

22· is no benchmark contained in these guidelines.· The word

23· is core constituency and they don't mean the same thing.

24· · · · · ·So I guess what's going to happen today is y'all

25· are going to vote against this plan.· You're going to
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·1· continue down the road of racial division and we're going

·2· to have to rely on the federal courts once again -- I mean

·3· the federal courts that required us to integrate our

·4· schools, federal courts that required us to create

·5· Districts where black folks could get elected, federal

·6· courts now are going to take a different position on that.

·7· · · · · ·I mean it's just a shame to me that we will be

·8· embarrassed once again and it will be a blemish on this

·9· body and again, I have the utmost respect but to ignore

10· the racial basis for every one of these splits I talked

11· about is to be willfully blind.· Thank you.· No questions?

12· · · · · ·Fine with me.

13· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Colleton, for

14· what purpose do you rise?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Does the Senator yield

16· for a couple of questions?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, does the issue

19· of the splitting of precincts play -- either county or

20· municipal precincts splitting of counties or

21· municipalities, did that have any effect or play in any

22· way in your -- the map that you drew versus the one that

23· was presented in Amendment A1?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes, ma'am.· The plan that

25· was just passed has ten split, county splits.· We have
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·1· six.· Most of ours are not -- the bulk of ours are not

·2· involving District 1 and District 6.· The bulk, as I

·3· explained earlier, the bulk of theirs, the vast majority

·4· are to deal with 6 and 1.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, what we're

·6· looking at on the projection screen today and the only map

·7· we've seen on the projection screen is really the one that

·8· has already been voted upon.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Right.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Can you please have the

11· staff to put up the -- good.· Put up the map that you have

12· and our caucus has requested that we consider that you

13· feel is competitive and if you would, walk those who are

14· still interested in this map -- because I'm not sure this

15· body is interested in this map -- can you show us the

16· difference in the two?

17· · · · · ·And staff -- I'm not sure if they can -- in

18· answering that question, would you please do a -- put both

19· -- you just had it where one map was on one side and one

20· was on the other?· Can you do that and do the

21· demonstration for us if you would, Senator?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· So I mean it's tough to

23· look at the map and tell you what happened, but I can tell

24· you this --

25· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Well, let me ask you a
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·1· question, then:· Right there, that's map one that was just

·2· -- that we just voted upon, Colleton County is -- the tip

·3· of Colleton County has been snatched away, hasn't it?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And when you go over to

·6· map number 2 that keeps moving, Colleton County is in 1,

·7· isn't it?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· It is.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And Colleton County,

10· for the sake of argument -- that's much better --

11· unanimous consents --

12· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· We adopted guidelines --

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Right.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· -- in which C was

15· minimizing divisions of county boundaries, D was

16· minimizing divisions of cities and towns and E was

17· minimizing divisions of voting precincts, okay?

18· · · · · ·My plan is far superior on those three elements.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, if it's okay

20· with you, I'd like to ask the president unanimous consent

21· to allow you -- because we don't have --

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· State your request.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Because we don't have a

24· screen that faces the Senator as he's at the well, I would

25· ask unanimous consent to allow him to go to a mike so that
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·1· he can look at this map and explain the differences in the

·2· split that we've talked about.

·3· · · · · ·If he can talk from his desk, even.

·4· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· That's the unanimous

·5· consent request, to go to your desk to be able to speak

·6· from his desk.· Is there objection to that?

·7· · · · · ·Hearing none, so ordered.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Look at the map.· You can

·9· see again going to their plan, Charleston, you have this

10· weird -- you called it a salamander, I called it a snake.

11· · · · · ·It represents a number of different anatomical

12· and members of the animal kingdom.

13· · · · · ·We don't have that.· We have a Charleston County

14· that's whole, that is black folks, white folks, downtown

15· folks, north Charleston folks, one Congressional District.

16· · · · · ·When you look at the 6th District, look, they

17· divide Sumter, Columbia, Forest Acres, Charleston, north

18· Charleston, Hardeeville, Scranton, Simpsonville and

19· Fountain Inn.

20· · · · · ·Now, their divisions of Simpsonville and

21· Fountain Inn, admittedly are minimal, but ours is far, far

22· less than that and again, those divisions are based on

23· race.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, for those

25· people who haven't had their lunch and might be a little
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·1· hungry and not paying attention, just the District 6 in

·2· the first map that has been voted upon is in blue,

·3· correct?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And the District 6, as

·6· proposed in your map that you're talking on, is in a lime

·7· type green?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And District 1 is in

10· brown in both maps.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Yes, now in map number

13· 2 to the right of the screen, for all the members of this

14· Senate, does District 1 border...· does it go all the way

15· through and keep Jasper County whole?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And Beaufort County

18· whole?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And Charleston County

21· whole?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Why then would you want

24· -- if you have an opportunity to keep Jasper, Colleton,

25· Beaufort and Charleston all whole on the south, if you --
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·1· why would you then want to, if you want to keep like and

·2· you have a guideline where you want to keep continuity --

·3· where you say you like contiguity -- I hate that word --

·4· if you say you want things to be contiguous and that's

·5· part of your guideline, why then, on Amendment 1, would

·6· you snake out Jasper County and only put and throw Sun

·7· City -- which Sun City, in all of our hearings, said that

·8· they have more in common with Beaufort.· That was said

·9· over and over again.· Why would then you throw the folks

10· in Sun City in with 6?· Why do that?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, I think the

12· motivation for virtually every one of these tweaks, if you

13· will, is race.· I think that it maximizes African-American

14· population in the 6th, minimizes it in the 1st, the 5th,

15· and the 2nd.· And Richland County is the same thing.

16· · · · · ·Why divide Richland County up?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· I don't understand

18· that.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· In our plan, Richland

20· County is kept whole, except for three precincts or four

21· precincts in a northernmost area on Lake Murray.

22· · · · · ·Those folks have a different -- believe me, I

23· represent 'em -- they have a different interest totally

24· than the rest of Richland County.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Well, you heard the
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·1· Senator from Charleston, one of the senators from

·2· Charleston say that there was only 80 -- that District 6

·3· needed 85,000, whereas District 1 needed to lose 88,000.

·4· · · · · ·So why not take that 88,000 from the upper part

·5· that's closest to Richland, why snake down into

·6· Charleston?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, I think two reasons.

·8· · · · · ·The first reason is they're pretty happy with the

·9· benchmark plan, but they needed to whiten up the 1st a

10· little bit.· So I mean that's the -- if you look at where

11· they split precincts, where they split counties, where

12· they split cities, virtually every one of them is on the

13· 6th, which means they were looking to put white people one

14· way and black people the other.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, I know you are

16· familiar with this particular District when it was -- it's

17· a recently created District, isn't it?· All the data --

18· that area on the coast is recently because we only, just

19· like the Senator from Berkeley talked about earlier, it

20· was only six Districts.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Right now it's seven.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· We created the 7th, and

23· the 1st ended up being on the coast.

24· · · · · ·Was it the primary strategy and campaigning

25· strategy and message when the 1st Congressional District
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·1· was first being populated by candidates, was it the

·2· strategy or the campaign message that primary issue on the

·3· coastline, wasn't that about dredging?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Environmental

·6· protection on the coast?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· The ports?

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Then why would...· why

11· would they then want to stick Congressional District 6

12· down into Charleston to deal with the issues that one has

13· already campaigned on?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, Senator, you and I

15· were not involved in the back room in drafting this plan.

16· · · · · ·We were not there.· So I don't know what went

17· into it but the circumstantial evidence, as we say in the

18· law business, is everything was driven by bleaching out

19· the 1st and in terms -- when I say maximizing black vote

20· in the 6th, my plan has a slightly higher BVAP, but they

21· took other black votes and split them back up so they had

22· no effect in the other Districts.

23· · · · · ·And look, this is a plan that maximizes the

24· advantage for white South Carolinians.· It means that the

25· 1st, 7th, 5th, the 4th, the 2nd -- everything but the 6th
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·1· is going to be dominated by white voters.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Are you trying to say

·3· that even though you are a member of the subcommittee,

·4· that you were not afforded the opportunity to go back in

·5· the back room with the maps to lay out that plan that is

·6· listed as number 2 there?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Never saw it until it

·8· popped out in our subcommittee meeting, I think you and

·9· Senator Sabb and I were all very shocked to see.

10· · · · · ·And then we were told that while they didn't

11· consider it, this national Republican group had submitted

12· a plan.

13· · · · · ·I mean, I don't know how this was conceived, as I

14· say the immaculate deception, but it certainly didn't have

15· input from me or you or Senator Sabb.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Was it the same

17· reception we sort of received when we wanted to -- I

18· didn't direct that we have a Congressional plan,

19· Congressional chart.

20· · · · · ·Was that the same reception we got when we found

21· out that there was comparison chart created in the

22· committee and we had to bring it out -- ask that it be

23· presented to us this morning?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, again, I don't think

25· we were afforded that.· I understand why y'all weren't
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·1· included, I'm just a little worried about why I wasn't

·2· included.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Why?· If I could get

·4· you on the record why.· Oh, because you're white, okay.

·5· · · · · ·Well, my concern is sort of the same as Senator

·6· Kimpson's.

·7· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator, has he completed

·8· that?· Have you completed referring to that?

·9· · · · · ·He might come back to...

10· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Yes, thank you,

11· Mr. President.

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Following what you

14· said, my concern is sort of the same as what you said

15· earlier.· You're from Richland County 6th and the concern

16· -- you are concerned about what happens to the 6th

17· Congressional District.

18· · · · · ·I am sitting here counting.· I represent six of

19· the counties that either make up the 1st or the 6th and

20· even though I was a sitting, and I believe I was a pretty

21· active member on the committee, accessible at all times,

22· no one, including Senator Kimpson from Charleston, but

23· especially me because six of those counties, I presently

24· represent -- I had to sit through and hear my constituents

25· talk about contiguity.· I had to hear them talk, as you
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·1· did, about communities of interest.· I had to hear of them

·2· talk about the not putting certain areas in certain areas.

·3· · · · · ·They wanted to make sure that we didn't try to

·4· pack -- I even heard the word "frack."· I didn't even know

·5· -- do you see or understand the process, the political

·6· process or lack thereof that went on to get Amendment A

·7· voted on at no cost?· At all costs?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I mean, I wasn't there, I

·9· don't know.· It popped out.· As I said, we were in the

10· subcommittee.· We showed up, they handed us a plan.

11· · · · · ·I think you, Senator Sabb and I were astonished

12· to see what obviously required a huge amount of time and

13· effort to put together and it just -- it was a fait

14· accompli.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Do you think it was

16· about as Democratic as the January 6th incident?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I don't believe I need to

18· go there but thank you for offering the opportunity.

19· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Williamsburg,

20· for what purpose do you rise?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· We've continued to ask the Senator

22· to yield for a question or two.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Absolutely.

24· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields for a

25· question.· Senator from Williamsburg.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Senator, I wanted to express my

·2· appreciation to you and all of the work that you've done

·3· on this issue, not only as it relates to this map but the

·4· manner in which you've given of yourself for many years to

·5· fight these kinds of causes that I consider righteous, and

·6· so I just wanted you to know that I appreciate it.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Thank you.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Senator, when you began -- and I

·9· will mess this up because I won't be as artful as you were

10· when you were explaining the circumstances upon which --

11· and I will borrow a phraseology from my colleague who

12· served on committee with us when he talked about the

13· benchmark -- you were very meticulous, I think, in

14· identifying why we ought not use those benchmarks, and so

15· I want to go back, if you don't mind, and try to

16· reestablish why we ought not use the benchmarks.

17· · · · · ·Now you mentioned a couple of legal principles

18· that were in place at the time those benchmarks were

19· created.· Would you indulge me and say again what those

20· principles were then and establish the fact that they are

21· not there now?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Sure.· When this plan was

23· -- benchmark plan, as they call it, was approved by the

24· federal court in 2012, we had to operate under Section 5,

25· which required preclearance.
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·1· · · · · ·The Justice Department has its own list of things

·2· that they wanted to make sure were in effect, much more

·3· restrictive -- even I argued back then much more

·4· restrictive than I felt the court cases required, but they

·5· also -- Section 4 was very stringent on any sort of

·6· retrogression; that is, the dimutation of African-American

·7· population in a District.

·8· · · · · ·So when Shelby v. Holder came down a few years

·9· later, they did away with Section 4 and Section 5.· No

10· more Justice Department meddling, no more Washington

11· bureaucrats telling us how to redistrict, as long as you

12· didn't, under Section 2, divide a African-American

13· community that occurs naturally in order to defeat the

14· ability of an African-American candidate to get elected

15· from that community.· You couldn't...· you couldn't frack

16· it, as they say, divide it up.

17· · · · · ·But in packing, to me, under -- without the

18· Justice Department looking over your shoulder and trying

19· to argue to a court that, you know, that black folks

20· couldn't get white votes -- and by the way, they even had

21· -- they had...· they had a racial block voting analysis

22· done before they made that allegation.

23· · · · · ·We don't have that here.

24· · · · · ·And let me mention one other thing that's

25· important to understand about racial block voting.
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·1· · · · · ·The RFA State agency works with counties, cities

·2· and School Districts to do reapportionment for those --

·3· and they're all getting ready to go through it.

·4· · · · · ·They, as a preliminary matter -- and they're

·5· advising every one of those governmental entities -- do a

·6· racial block voting analysis before they undertake to

·7· advise them on reapportionment.· We don't have that here.

·8· · · · · ·This is because it's based on the benchmark which

·9· isn't required by law, which isn't even our guidelines, we

10· have sort of said, okay, we're going to start off with

11· this plan that was approved by a court under a different

12· set of guidelines and laws, and not even -- we didn't say

13· benchmark in our guidelines, we said core, constituent

14· cores.· For the 6th District that might be Orangeburg and

15· Richland, but you have to do a racial block voting

16· analysis if you're going to say, well, you shouldn't put

17· Berkeley County in it because Berkeley County has racially

18· polarized voting.· None of that analysis has been done.

19· · · · · ·Now the Senator from Charleston indicated that

20· would be something to be done at a litigation level.

21· · · · · ·Again, we're doing it, the state is doing it for

22· counties and cities and School Districts at the front end,

23· not here.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Well, and Senator, do you know

25· that I, as you, listened attentively to hear about the
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·1· racial block voting analysis that was done and I too

·2· thought that the presentation was wanting in that regard,

·3· but if we go back, Senator, to the legal principles that

·4· you just shared that are no longer present, you would

·5· agree with me that our laws have developed as our times

·6· have changed; would you agree with me on that?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I would.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And that at the time it was

·9· important that certain laws, certain rules, certain

10· guidelines put in place to give African-Americans an

11· opportunity to be elected.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Absolutely.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And so based on the Shelby

14· decision, the decisionmakers that ruled on that decision

15· essentially said to the rest of us, times have changed.

16· We will no longer put these rules in place to try to have

17· these outcomes be the way that we've designed the laws to

18· have them be -- and I know I messed that all up but I hope

19· you followed me.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Sort of.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· The point being we are not going

22· to require the Justice Department to oversee what we once

23· required them to oversee.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Correct.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And so because the times have
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·1· changed -- and I believe you said some of this -- we ought

·2· not go back to the benchmarks because they represent a

·3· different time.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Correct.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And that if you gerrymandered in

·6· those days trying to get African-Americans elected, that's

·7· not where we are right now.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· You know what, I think I

·9· did mention was this; when Willie Rogers lost that County

10· Council seat and I won --

11· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Yes, sir.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· -- he cried like a baby.

13· He did not understand why people would not vote for him,

14· but for the color of his skin, and I think that indelibly

15· is etched on my memory and I think it is what we are

16· perpetuating by adopting this plan, that you can't get

17· elected except by people of your own pigmentation.

18· · · · · ·I don't believe that.· I endorse and supported

19· Barack Obama in April of '07 because I believed he could

20· overcome that and he did.· I think there are plenty of

21· folks of goodwill on both sides of the racial divide that

22· can make this happen, if we let them.

23· · · · · ·And what this plan does is prohibit them from

24· crossing that racial line and voting for somebody that

25· doesn't look like them.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Senator, I remember, you know,

·2· years ago being moved by a preacher that had this dream

·3· where you had hoped that people would be judged based upon

·4· the content of their character and not the color of their

·5· skin and so Senator, you know I think you're right, I

·6· think we're there in a number of instances but as you've

·7· indicated, many of us believe that the design of this plan

·8· that has been voted upon by this Senate essentially

·9· prohibits that, doesn't give it the opportunity.

10· · · · · ·And Senator, do you remember during several of

11· our hearings, when folks came before us and said:· We want

12· to be able to elect our representatives and not have our

13· representatives create maps where they elect themselves;

14· do you remember?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I remember.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Many of our constituents

17· throughout the state of South Carolina came before us and

18· shared that view; did they not, Senator?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· They did, and unfortunately

20· the plan we just passed is one constructed to meet some

21· arcane political goal and not one that promotes racial

22· harmony.

23· · · · · ·Communities of interest?· I mean, Richland

24· County, Charleston County, Orangeburg County, in our plan,

25· Sumter County would all be whole.· They'd have one
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·1· congressman.· And I don't buy this two is better than one.

·2· · · · · ·If you've got one person responsible, you can

·3· hold that one person accountable.· They can't say, well,

·4· he was supposed to do it or she was supposed to do it.

·5· · · · · ·And again, to carve the pie up the way they've

·6· carved it up and mutilate it to meet some preconceived

·7· goal is wrong.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Let me go back to the notion of

·9· some of the testimony that we received, and I think the

10· other Senator from Charleston, Senator Kimpson, spoke on

11· the notion of Charleston and the desire of Charlestonians

12· to be -- to be whole, and of course this is not a part of

13· the Senate plan, but did you know that the House plan that

14· was proposed went so far as to divide West Ashley?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And we had individuals come before

17· our subcommittee and indicate that he lived in West Ashley

18· and that the House plan essentially put him on one side,

19· but his black neighbors on the other.

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Correct.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And of course this plan doesn't do

22· that but Senator, you carefully pointed out a number of

23· places on the map where although West Ashley is not

24· divided, a number of the cities and municipalities are

25· divided in similar fashions, are they not?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· By race, yes.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And Senator, you mentioned another

·3· statistic and I've forgotten exactly what it related to.

·4· I think it was -- and it was in the early part of the

·5· presentation in which you got on the maps, but I believe

·6· it related to the amount of growth perhaps in one of the

·7· areas and how the constituents that were a part of that

·8· growth, it seems like you broke them down along racial

·9· lines and indicated who had been moved into the 6th

10· District and who had been moved into the 1st.

11· · · · · ·Did you share some information similar to that?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I didn't do it based on

13· population growth but for instance, if you look at the

14· city of Sumter, about a 3rd of Sumter is in the 6th,

15· two-thirds in the 5th, but only 18 percent of the city of

16· Sumter's white population is allocated to the 6th.

17· · · · · ·So if a 3rd of their population is allocated to

18· the 6th but only 16 percent, the vast majority of folks

19· that are going from Sumter into the 6th are

20· African-Americans.· Same thing with Columbia, same thing

21· with Charleston.· So there's a pattern here.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Senator, if you don't mind, walk

23· me through that.· You just shared that specific statistic.

24· · · · · ·Can you do that for us in Richland and can you do

25· that for us in Charleston as well?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· When you talk about the

·2· city of Columbia, for instance, a third of Columbia is in

·3· the 2nd, two-thirds in the 6th, but 75 percent of

·4· Columbia's BVAP is in the 6th.

·5· · · · · ·I mean, again, if you were to look at dividing

·6· the county proportionately, if it was the just based on

·7· population, disproportionately, African-Americans are

·8· being pushed into the 6th and that happens in Charleston,

·9· it happens in Columbia, it happens in Sumter.· I mean, it

10· happens everywhere, and that's why so many county and city

11· splits in their plan are in the 6th District or on the

12· border of the 6th District.

13· · · · · ·So again, they start off with a benchmark and

14· that benchmark, I believe, wouldn't pass muster today but

15· they've adjusted it by putting more black folks in the 6th

16· or taking actually population growth of white folks and

17· putting them in the 1st or the 5th.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And Senator, did you know there

19· was young lady who testified before our subcommittee and

20· she was a surgeon?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I remember.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And one of the things that she

23· alluded to that she did not want South Carolina to become,

24· she used North Carolina and what the courts had said about

25· North Carolina, in terms of how they surgically
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·1· gerrymandered in such a way that it was so clear what they

·2· were doing to the African-American population and her plea

·3· to us, being a surgeon, was that we would not find

·4· ourselves as a state where a court was saying something

·5· along those lines about us.

·6· · · · · ·Do you remember that, Senator?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I do.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· And, you know, that was telling to

·9· me because one of the things that we want to continue to

10· be proud of is who we are, whose we are and how we treat

11· our fellow brothers and sisters.

12· · · · · ·Do you agree with me on that?

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I do, absolutely.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Well, Senator, I'll tell you I

15· think that your prediction is probably correct in terms of

16· where the votes will lie on what I believe is a good and a

17· fair plan that, in my mind, addresses what is a naturally

18· competitive area from a Congressional standpoint, that one

19· being the 1st, and if we would just allow nature to take

20· its course and not interfere, then the people in that area

21· will get the opportunity to choose their own

22· Congressperson, and not us choosing the Congressperson for

23· them.· Do you agree with that?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I do.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Thank you, Senator.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Thank you, Mr. President.

·3· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Yes, sir.· Senator from

·4· Richland, Senator McLeod, what purpose do you rise?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· Will the Senator yield for a

·6· couple of final questions from me?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes, I will.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· Thank you, Senator.· I want to

10· correct something that you said earlier.· I think you said

11· that I represent Richland County only.· I represent

12· Kershaw, a small portion of Kershaw as well.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes, ma'am, I'm sorry.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· And when we did redistricting

15· last time -- I mean I've said this many times and I may be

16· in the minority -- but I do believe that we should not be

17· choosing our voters.· Our voters should be choosing us.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· And that's why I've

20· always introduced and co-sponsored legislation that would

21· allow for an independent redistricting commission but did

22· you know when we did this, when we did the redistricting

23· plan in 2012.· There were -- I had so many constituents

24· who were upset that I was no longer on their ballots, even

25· though I -- they were my neighbors, we live in the same
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·1· neighborhood separated by one street or a couple of

·2· streets, and they weren't aware of the impact on them.

·3· · · · · ·So my question to you is -- I mean I know --

·4· we've talked a lot about communities of interest and, you

·5· know, keeping counties and certain areas whole.

·6· · · · · ·But apart from or in addition to, rather, the

·7· federal courts, I think all of us know how this is going

·8· to end when it ultimately does come to a vote.

·9· · · · · ·What recourse, what options, what opportunities

10· do voters have to, you know, have a say in who represents

11· them, aside from voting for the person that -- I mean,

12· they don't -- they won't have a choice when these maps

13· are, you know -- when these maps are finalized.

14· · · · · ·So what is -- what are their options?

15· · · · · ·Can you speak to that?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, I mean I think

17· obviously this is going to end up in federal court,

18· there's going to be a three judge panel, and based on what

19· I've seen so far, there's not going to be any new

20· Constitutional issue here.· I think whatever that three

21· judge panel decides will not be granted cert by the U.S.

22· Supreme Court.· I mean, this is pretty basic stuff.· We're

23· not advancing any new Constitutional principles.· So I

24· think they're going to get some relief there.

25· · · · · ·But I also think this:· I mean I'd like to see,
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·1· as many competitive Districts now, you know, something

·2· like 90 percent of the -- our races are resolved in

·3· primaries, not general elections, so that's not really a

·4· competition of ideas, and that's one of the things that's

·5· attractive to my plan is that they will be competitive.

·6· · · · · ·They're not D or R Districts, they're the 1st and

·7· the 5th would be competitive.· You know, somebody could...

·8· could come up...· you know, we could actually debate

·9· ideas, not race.· Somebody could actually debate from a

10· federal -- I mean if you send somebody to Congress,

11· they're not going to be owned by one party or the other.

12· · · · · ·So I think constituents out there have to ask

13· their House members or Senators how they voted on this and

14· explain this idea that somehow they had to follow -- the

15· benchmark is, I believe, legally infirm and I think the

16· 4th Circuit -- the three judge panel will decide the same

17· way.

18· · · · · ·But look, we are more divided as a country than

19· we've ever been.· We adopt this plan, it's just pouring

20· gasoline on the fire.· It's more division.· It's all about

21· who can be more Republican or who can be more Democrat,

22· not who's going to be more American.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· Right.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Thank you.

25· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Thank you.· Yes, sir,
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·1· Senator from Clarendon.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR K. JOHNSON:· Thank you.· I wanted to see

·3· if the Senator will just yield for one question.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· One question.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR K. JOHNSON:· Senator, thank you.

·7· · · · · ·I've heard the Senator from Charleston, Senator

·8· Kimpson, allude to the fact that you made awhile ago also,

·9· and you all are alluding to the fact that this is going to

10· end up in federal court.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Yes.

12· · · · · ·SENATOR K. JOHNSON:· And I really don't know.· So

13· if that's the case, is that expensive and who pays for it?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· Well, if I were involved,

15· it would be expensive.· I would hope.

16· · · · · ·The State will hire lawyers.· I don't know

17· whether Mr. Terreni will be a lawyer or a witness but

18· people that -- I mean, I don't know who does this stuff

19· for the Senate.· Jones Day, I think did it last time.

20· · · · · ·Big-time lawyers, very expensive.

21· · · · · ·And of course the plaintiffs will, having done

22· that and won one back in the '90s, we do it on typically,

23· if we win, we get attorneys' fees.

24· · · · · ·So you're doing it on the come.

25· · · · · ·But the State will pay hundreds of thousands of
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·1· dollars to defend this.· Millions.· A bunch.

·2· · · · · ·Okay, done.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR K. JOHNSON:· Thank you.

·4· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The pending question,

·5· Senator from Edgefield, what purpose do you rise?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, I'd like to be

·7· heard on the amendment.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Edgefield has

·9· been recognized to speak on the amendment.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, if I can, I'm

11· going to try to stay here at my desk just so I can have

12· the view of the screens but if I need to come up, I will,

13· if that's a problem, but I'd like to stay here if I can.

14· · · · · ·And I want to have just a little bit of response

15· to the Senator's comments and some of the questions

16· because it seems to me that there are two primary

17· arguments that the Senator from Richland articulated in

18· support of his amendment, his map.

19· · · · · ·The first one, the first argument that I

20· understood from the Senator from Richland is that the map

21· that the Senate adopted a few minutes ago is all about

22· race; that that's the only thing that was really taken

23· into consideration or that was the primary consideration,

24· and he then offers this map as a correction to a sole

25· consideration of race.
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·1· · · · · ·And in fact one of the arguments that the Senator

·2· articulated was that the Senate -- what the Senate just

·3· adopted constituted -- I think the words he used was a

·4· bleaching of the 1st; however, Mr. President, I would

·5· point out that the map that the Senate adopted earlier

·6· actually has a larger percentage of African-American

·7· voters than the 1st has today.

·8· · · · · ·So I ask, how then did the Senate bleach it when

·9· it created -- when it had more of an African-American

10· voting population in the new map than in the existing one?

11· · · · · ·Secondly, the Senator from Richland argues and I

12· think what he said was that the map that the Senate

13· adopted earlier today made it such that African-Americans

14· were disproportionately pushed into the 6th District.

15· · · · · ·I would point out first if we look at the

16· statistics, the map that the Senate adopted earlier today

17· actually has a lower African-American voting population in

18· the 6th under what we adopted than what it is in the

19· current.· So not only did we not push more black voters

20· into the 6th, we actually pushed some out of the 6th -- a

21· significant number.

22· · · · · ·I would say further that the senator's proposal,

23· which is presumably offered to correct this focus on race,

24· particularly as he talked so much about the 6th District,

25· the Senator's plan actually packs more black voters into
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·1· the 6th District.

·2· · · · · ·So I would argue, Mr. President, that the plan

·3· adopted by the Senate earlier today is better for the

·4· Senator's arguments than what the Senator proposes himself

·5· because we have not bleached the 1st, we have not packed

·6· more African-Americans into the 6th.

·7· · · · · ·It has been the opposite of those things.

·8· · · · · ·Now the second big argument that I heard the

·9· Senator from Richland articulate was that with case law of

10· recent years, Shelby in particular, that there is no

11· requirement that the General Assembly use the existing map

12· as the basis for the next map, but then the Senator goes

13· further and says, well -- and suggests that using the

14· existing map is somehow improper.

15· · · · · ·But that's not the case.· There's been no court

16· guidance that indicates that using the existing map as

17· guidance is improper but there can be a whole host of

18· reasonable, permissible maps.

19· · · · · ·Now we can disagree about what those options

20· ought to be.· I would hope that we can do that without

21· calling each other racists.· But the fact that we disagree

22· on a map does not mean that one is impermissible while the

23· other is permissible.· There are several options that you

24· could choose.

25· · · · · ·While the Senator argues that you're not bound to
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·1· use the benchmark as the basis, there's nothing that says

·2· we can't use the benchmark as the basis.

·3· · · · · ·And I would argue that there are other things

·4· that we should consider, and that is a constituency having

·5· consistent representation.· A constituency having other

·6· folks with whom they have been in the District for many

·7· years before, remain in that District.

·8· · · · · ·If we look at where I live, where you live,

·9· Mr. President, in the 3rd Congressional District from

10· Oconee and Pickens down to Edgefield and Saluda,

11· Mr. President, those counties have been in the 3rd

12· District for generations.

13· · · · · ·The Senator's plan, the Senator from Richland's

14· plan, divides that up and takes Greenwood, Abbeville,

15· McCormick, Edgefield, Saluda and puts them into the 2nd.

16· · · · · ·They've never been there.· Those folks have

17· always been in the 3rd, surely, and that is part of the

18· criteria that we -- that the committee established, but

19· surely that is a reasonable basis for a General Assembly

20· to consider when drawing lines, having that consistency in

21· place.

22· · · · · ·The Senator's plan -- and few people would notice

23· this -- the Senator's plan splits the Savannah River site

24· by dividing Aiken and Barnwell Counties.· I don't know

25· that Aiken and Barnwell have ever been separated.
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·1· · · · · ·He puts all the plutonium, the Senator from

·2· Orangeburg, all the plutonium goes to the 6th District but

·3· he leaves the rest of the site to the 2nd.

·4· · · · · ·I would argue, Mr. President, that because of the

·5· Savannah River site's significant impact on the economy in

·6· South Carolina, it is helpful to have someone who spends

·7· time there, who understands the issues there and who is

·8· forceful in articulating those positions for the Savannah

·9· River site, whereas right now, the Congressman

10· representing the 2nd District, Congressman Wilson, does

11· that because he has that experience.

12· · · · · ·The Senator's plan also -- and I mentioned this

13· earlier when I was talking about how I thought it was

14· important that the 2nd District include Fort Jackson.

15· · · · · ·I think that is especially important because if

16· you look at the current representation, Congressman

17· Wilson, if Congressman Wilson is reelected this year and

18· if the Congress were to change majorities -- which is

19· certainly something a lot of people are talking about --

20· some people think that will happen -- Congressmen Joe

21· Wilson is in line to be chairman of the Armed Services

22· Committee.· In that respect, it would be especially

23· important for him to have Fort Jackson, which plays such a

24· significant role nationally for the United States Army,

25· it's important for him to have that District -- have that
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·1· Fort and those military personnel in his District, to

·2· advocate for them, to articulate their issues and to

·3· better represent the State as a whole.

·4· · · · · ·There are a number of other issues and I won't

·5· talk about all of them but I do find it interesting that

·6· in the 5th, Senator puts Lake City and Rock Hill together.

·7· I don't know that that's ever happened and, you know,

·8· there's a...· there's a lot of -- and folks in Columbia

·9· and Charleston go back and forth on I-26 a fair amount.

10· · · · · ·I don't know that there's a whole lot of

11· traveling back and forth between Lake City and Rock Hill,

12· and how difficult that might be on the articulation of the

13· issues that are important to those folks.

14· · · · · ·Mr. President, I wanted to point out that I think

15· that there are...· there are just some flaws in the

16· Senator from Richland's argument, that some of the points

17· he makes are just, respectfully, wrong as it relates to

18· the 1st District and to the 6th, and I think if you look

19· at the analysis, the statistics on it, it bears out that

20· his arguments are wrong.

21· · · · · ·But there are other criteria, several criteria

22· that the General Assembly could use in drawing Districts.

23· · · · · ·And some of the -- some of those things that I've

24· articulated, the courts have said are perfectly reasonable

25· things for the legislature to consider.· Those are things
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·1· that I think we ought to consider, and I think keeping the

·2· constituency together, having that consistency is an

·3· important thing, along with some of the other things I've

·4· articulated.

·5· · · · · ·So Mr. President, respectfully, I would move to

·6· table the Senator from Richland's amendment.

·7· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The motion is to table the

·8· amendment.· Rollcall is required.· Not on a tabled motion.

·9· · · · · ·All in favor -- rollcall is not required -- so

10· all in favor -- rollcall has been requested.

11· · · · · ·The five members second, they call for a

12· rollcall.· More than five members second to call.

13· · · · · ·The clerk will ring the bell.· The Senator from

14· Fairfield.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR FANNING:· Unanimous consent request.

16· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· State your request.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR FANNING:· Leave for the Senator from

18· Spartanburg, Senator Kimbrell for the remainder of the

19· day.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

21· · · · · ·The clerk will call the roll.

22· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Adams?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR ADAMS:· Aye.

24· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Alexander?

25· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Aye.
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·1· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Allen?

·2· ·SENATOR ALLEN:· No.

·3· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Bennett?

·4· ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Aye.

·5· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Campsen?

·6· ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Aye.

·7· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cash?

·8· ·SENATOR CASH:· Aye.

·9· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Climer?

10· ·SENATOR CLIMER:· Aye.

11· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Corbin?

12· ·SENATOR CORBIN:· Aye.

13· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cromer?

14· ·SENATOR CROMER:· Aye.

15· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Davis?

16· ·SENATOR DAVIS:· Aye.

17· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Fanning?

18· ·SENATOR FANNING:· No.

19· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Gambrell?

20· ·SENATOR GAMBRELL:· Aye.

21· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Garrett?

22· ·SENATOR GARRETT:· Aye.

23· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Goldfinch?

24· ·SENATOR GOLDFINCH:· Aye.

25· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Grooms?
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·1· ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Aye.

·2· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Gustafson?

·3· ·SENATOR GUSTAFSON:· Aye.

·4· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Harpootlian?

·5· ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· No.

·6· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Hembree has leave.

·7· ·Mr. Hutto?

·8· ·SENATOR HUTTO:· No.

·9· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Jackson has leave.

10· ·Mr. Kevin Johnson?

11· ·SENATOR K. JOHNSON:· No.

12· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Michael Johnson?

13· ·SENATOR M. JOHNSON:· Aye.

14· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Kimbrell has leave.

15· ·Mr. Kimpson?

16· ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· No.

17· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Loftis?

18· ·SENATOR LOFTIS:· Aye.

19· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Malloy?

20· ·SENATOR MALLOY:· Aye.

21· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Martin?

22· ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Aye.

23· ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Martin votes aye.· Mr. Massey?

24· ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Aye.

25· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Matthews?
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·1· ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· No.

·2· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. McElveen?

·3· ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· No.

·4· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Ms. McLeod?

·5· ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· No.

·6· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Peeler has leave.

·7· ·Mr. Rankin?· Mr. Rankin not voting.· Mr. Rice?

·8· ·SENATOR RICE:· Aye.

·9· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Sabb?

10· ·SENATOR SABB:· No.

11· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Scott?

12· ·SENATOR SCOTT:· No.

13· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. Senn?· Mrs. Senn has leave.

14· ·Mr. Setzler?

15· ·SENATOR SETZLER:· No.

16· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. Shealy?

17· ·SENATOR SHEALY:· Aye.

18· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Stephens?

19· ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· No.

20· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Talley?

21· ·SENATOR TALLEY:· Aye.

22· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Turner?

23· ·SENATOR TURNER:· Aye.

24· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Verdin?

25· ·SENATOR VERDIN:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Williams?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR WILLIAMS:· Aye.

·3· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Young?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR YOUNG:· Aye.

·5· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.

·6· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Have all senators answered

·7· the rollcall?· All senators answered the rollcall.· Polls

·8· will close and the clerk will tabulate.

·9· · · · · ·By a vote of 26-13, the amendment is tabled.

10· · · · · ·The reading clerk will publish the next

11· amendment.

12· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Next amendment, amendment number 3 by

13· Senator Harpootlian, amends the bill, strikes out the

14· enacting words and inserts.

15· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator from Richland,

16· what purpose do you rise?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· May I explain the

18· amendment?

19· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Recognized to explain his

20· amendment.· Senator from Richland.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· At this point it's the

22· League of Women Voters plan, tweaked slightly, which is

23· already in the record, it allows Dorchester, Berkeley and

24· Charleston to remain together, sort of.

25· · · · · ·But it speaks for itself.
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·1· · · · · ·All the data was filed by the League of Women

·2· Voters and I think we additionally supplemented that data.

·3· · · · · ·Again, it keeps counties whole, keeps cities

·4· whole, it doesn't split as many precincts, as many cities,

·5· as many counties as the Senate plan does.· So unless you

·6· have questions, I will...· that's all I have.

·7· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The question is the

·8· adoption.· Senator from Berkeley.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Move to table.

10· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Move to table.

11· · · · · ·All in favor, say aye?

12· · · · · ·SENATE MEMBERS:· Aye.

13· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Aye.· Any -- those opposed,

14· say no.· The ayes have it.· The amendment is tabled.

15· · · · · ·Reading clerk will read the next amendment.

16· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Amendment number 4 by Senator Hutto.

17· · · · · ·It amends a bill by striking out enacting words

18· and inserting them.

19· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Darlington?

20· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· The next amendment is Senator from

21· Orangeburg's amendment as well.· Next several.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Next several.

23· · · · · ·Do you want to do yours?

24· · · · · ·Stand at ease momentarily.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Mr. President, if the Senate will
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·1· oblige, the Senator from Richland has an amendment that's

·2· ready, and if we want to keep moving unanimous consent to

·3· allow him to go to his amendment.

·4· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Number 8.

·6· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The request unanimous

·7· consent is to go to amendment number 8 by the Senator from

·8· Richland.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Mr. President, pardon me.· What

10· amendment number do I have?· Is it 7?

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· That is correct, number 7.

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Amendment number 7.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· All right, it's amendment

14· number 7.

15· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· To go to number 7.

16· · · · · ·Is there objection to go with number 7?

17· · · · · ·Hearing none, the reading clerk will publish the

18· amendment.

19· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Amendment number 7 is by Senator

20· Martin.· It amends a bill by striking all after the

21· enacting words.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Spartanburg.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Mr. President?

24· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Yes, sir.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Thank you, Mr. President,
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·1· members of the Senate.· My amendment -- first off, I want

·2· to thank the Judiciary Committee staff.

·3· · · · · ·As we know, these amendments have to be done

·4· detailed and be within variance and all of that, so I want

·5· to thank all the judiciary staff and everyone who helped

·6· draw this amendment.

·7· · · · · ·My amendment really focuses on the 4th

·8· Congressional District, but it impacts the 3rd, 4th and

·9· 5th.

10· · · · · ·So what happened in the -- see the comparison,

11· have the comparison up, but the 5th Congressional District

12· came into northern Spartanburg or northeastern Spartanburg

13· slightly under the last plan this body adopted ten years

14· ago.

15· · · · · ·Under the new plan, they brought in the 5th

16· District with about 35,000 more people into Spartanburg

17· County, moving westward in that little portion.

18· · · · · ·So what my amendment does is takes those 35,000

19· additional people back that were added to Spartanburg

20· County, moves those back into the 4th Congressional

21· District.· It makes a large portion of Newberry that was

22· in the 3rd under the Judiciary Committee plan that we just

23· -- the Senate just adopted, puts Newberry into the 5th and

24· it moves the 4th Congressional District into Greenville

25· County but allowing a little bit of the southern portion
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·1· of Greenville on the map -- it allows the 3rd to come up

·2· into Greenville just a little bit more.

·3· · · · · ·And my goal on this is if you talk about...  I

·4· hate to use the word "benchmark" but I think that's a word

·5· being used by the Senator from Colleton, so we'll go

·6· there.

·7· · · · · ·The benchmark for Greenville-Spartanburg -- and

·8· I'm looking at Greenville-Spartanburg years ago --

·9· Greenville-Spartanburg -- the Greenville County and

10· Spartanburg County were whole in the 4th Congressional

11· District.· Each county was solid.· The entire county of

12· Greenville, the entire county of Spartanburg was whole.

13· · · · · ·But as we gained a District, a Congressman -- we

14· used to have six, now we have seven -- I believe if we'd

15· have done the census six months later, we'd probably have

16· an eighth Congressman now.

17· · · · · ·But anyway, the benchmark difference between

18· Greenville County and Spartanburg County is 148,000 more

19· voters in Greenville County than Spartanburg County.

20· · · · · ·Under the plan that we just adopted from the

21· committee that we just adopted, I think that was

22· Amendment 1, I believe that's correct, that has a

23· difference of 190,812.

24· · · · · ·What my amendment does is strictly looking at

25· that Greenville-Spartanburg relationship.· It puts that
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·1· number back to where Greenville has 118,974 more voters

·2· than Spartanburg.

·3· · · · · ·I think if you look at the map, talk about

·4· Districts and communities being together, I would love

·5· personally for Spartanburg to be whole but I understand

·6· that that probably cannot happen.

·7· · · · · ·I do feel that moving those folks out of northern

·8· -- northeastern Spartanburg, leaving them in Spartanburg

·9· and moving the 5th to Newberry, is a little more

10· consistent and contiguous for those communities involved,

11· and that's really all my amendment does.

12· · · · · ·So if there's any questions, I'll take them.

13· · · · · ·If not, I'd like to move adoption.

14· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The pending motion is the

15· adoption.· Senator from Newberry.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· See if the Senator will yield

17· for a question.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yield?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Yes, sir, I'll gladly yield.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· Senator, did I hear you say in

22· the one that we passed earlier, Newberry was made whole

23· but in this redraw that you're doing now, you're splitting

24· Newberry into two Congressional Districts?

25· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· I do believe that Newberry,
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·1· under what we just passed, is in the 3rd Congressional

·2· District.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· That's correct.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Under this amendment, Newberry

·5· goes into the 5th all but I believe three precincts

·6· because I had to get to that one person.

·7· · · · · ·I was hoping we could do a pure deal.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· Senator, as you know personally,

·9· and I think most of the people in Newberry, they like

10· Jeff.· They also like Ralph.· So it wouldn't matter but I

11· think they'd want to be in one Congressional District.

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Sumter.

13· · · · · ·Senator, for what purpose do you rise?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· Can I ask the Senator from

15· Spartanburg to yield?

16· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· For a question?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· I'll yield for a question.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· For a question.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· Senator from Spartanburg, I

20· was looking at your map and just had a couple of

21· questions.

22· · · · · ·Did you know that the only proposal I've seen so

23· far that keeps my home county intact in one District would

24· be the Senator from Richland's first plan I think that he

25· put up there and as you probably do know, my county now is
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·1· divided between the 5th and the 6th.· I live in the 5th

·2· District but not too far from the 6th.

·3· · · · · ·Senator, the plan that we actually adopted, did

·4· you study it pretty closely?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Can you repeat that?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· The first amendment we

·7· actually adopted, did you study that map pretty carefully

·8· also?

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Senator, I'll be honest with

10· you, being on Finance, I did not.· I did not study

11· anything closely.· I looked at the maps and I started

12· looking at the counties I represent and that's why I came

13· up with this amendment.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· Just keeping it to the 5th

15· District for a second.· What I saw on that first map --

16· and I'm on Finance now too, so I try to look at it

17· carefully, but that first map that I saw, I noticed that

18· on that first map that every county was intact in the 5th

19· District, I believe, except for yours and mine, and so

20· what I kind of wondered in that map, if there wasn't a way

21· to push, you know, out of Spartanburg County, push the 5th

22· out of Spartanburg County and fill in Sumter, because I

23· think the top tip of that District and then the bottom tip

24· -- top being in Spartanburg, bottom being Sumter -- were

25· the only two that weren't kept intact, but you didn't look
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·1· at a way to possibly do that?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· No, I didn't and I looked at a

·3· way just to deal with the 4th, but I understood that the

·4· 3rd and 5th would be impacted, so I asked staff to draw an

·5· amendment to where it wouldn't -- to where it would fit

·6· and keep some of those things that have been discussed

·7· whole in some of those areas.· But other than that, that's

·8· the purpose of this amendment we're on now.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· You know, like I said,

10· Senator, I think most people in my home county, I mean

11· have gotten kind of used to having two Congressional

12· Districts hit us, but I think it also makes it a lot

13· easier for folks if we can keep these counties intact like

14· I think you're trying to do here with your home county as

15· much as you can, it's easier for people to know who their

16· representative is in Washington and that's why I think

17· we're also looking for.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· I agree.· I wish I could have

19· done more for moving the 5th out of Spartanburg more, but

20· I just physically couldn't.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· I heard you say that and I

22· appreciate you.· Thank you.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Thank you.· Move adoption.

24· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Pending question is the

25· adoption of the -- Senator from Anderson, what purpose do
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·1· you rise?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· To see if the Senator will yield

·3· for a question.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· I will yield.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yields.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· Senator, I kind of followed the

·7· broad outline here.· Do you have the numbers in front of

·8· you as to what the 4th District would be, population-wise,

·9· between Greenville and Spartanburg when you get -- if this

10· was to be adopted?

11· · · · · ·And also the other number that would be of

12· interest to me is how many voters in Greenville would be

13· now in the 3rd District?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Well, the numbers -- and I can

15· get all that, I've got that right here, but the numbers I

16· gave out, you asked -- I said that from the podium, the

17· difference in Greenville and Spartanburg under the plan

18· the benchmark before this plan came out, before

19· redistricting this time, was 148 more thousand voters in

20· Greenville County than Spartanburg County.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· More voters?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· More voters.· So under the plan

23· that was just adopted under Amendment 1, it had 190,812

24· more voters in Greenville than Spartanburg County.

25· · · · · ·My amendment has 118,974 more voters in the
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·1· county.

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· And do you know, under your

·3· amendment, how many Greenville voters would go into the

·4· 3rd District?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Well, if I'm just doing the math

·6· -- let me look here and see.· I think I have that on here

·7· what the staff gave me for a plan.· Let's see.

·8· · · · · ·I'm trying to see if I've got a county breakdown.

·9· · · · · ·I think the number that I have for Greenville

10· County right here is, under the plan that was just

11· adopted, there's 461,008 people under the plan that we

12· just adopted in Greenville County.

13· · · · · ·Under my amendment, there's 425,089.· So it moves

14· about 30,000 people.· 30-ish.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· Okay, thank you.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Move adoption.

17· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The pending question is the

18· adoption of the amendment.· Senator from Newberry, what

19· purpose do you rise?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· Mr. President, I respectfully

21· move to table the amendment.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Rollcall.

23· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Motion to table by the

24· Senator from Newberry.· Rollcall has been requested by the

25· Senator from Spartanburg.· Do five members second the call
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·1· for a first?· They do.· The clerk will ring the bell.

·2· · · · · ·Rollcall on the tabling of the amendment.

·3· · · · · ·The clerk will call the roll.

·4· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Adams?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR ADAMS:· Aye.

·6· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Alexander?· Not voting.

·7· · · · · ·Mr. Allen?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR ALLEN:· Aye.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Bennett?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Aye.

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Campsen?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Aye.

13· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Cash?· Not voting.· Mr. Climer?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR CLIMER:· Aye.

15· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Corbin?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR CORBIN:· Aye.

17· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cromer?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CROMER:· Aye.

19· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Davis?· Not voting.

20· · · · · ·Mr. Fanning?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR FANNING:· No.

22· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Gambrell?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR GAMBRELL:· Aye.

24· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Garrett?

25· · · · · ·SENATOR GARRETT:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Goldfinch?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR GOLDFINCH:· Aye.

·3· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Grooms?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Aye.

·5· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Gustafson?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR GUSTAFSON:· Aye.

·7· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Harpootlian?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· No.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Hembree has leave.

10· Mr. Hutto?· Not voting.· Mr. Jackson has leave.· Mr. Kevin

11· Johnson?· Not voting.· Mr. Michael Johnson?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR M. JOHNSON:· Aye.

13· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Kimbrell has leave.

14· · · · · ·Mr. Kimpson?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· No.

16· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Loftis?

17· · · · · ·SENATOR LOFTIS:· Aye.

18· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Loftis votes aye.· Mr. Malloy?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR MALLOY:· Aye.

20· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Martin?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR MARTIN:· No.

22· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Massey?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Aye.

24· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Matthews?

25· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· No.
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·1· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Mike McElveen.

·2· ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· No.

·3· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. McLeod?

·4· ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· No.

·5· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Peeler has leave.

·6· ·Mr. Rankin?

·7· ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Aye.

·8· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Rice?

·9· ·SENATOR RICE:· Aye.

10· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Sabb?· Not voting.

11· ·Mr. Scott?· Mr. Scott not voting.· Mrs. Senn?

12· ·Mrs. Senn has leave.· Mr. Setzler?

13· ·SENATOR SETZLER:· Aye.

14· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Shealy?· Not voting.

15· ·Mr. Stephens?

16· ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· No.

17· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Talley?· Not voting.

18· ·Mr. Turner?

19· ·SENATOR TURNER:· Aye.

20· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Verdin?

21· ·SENATOR VERDIN:· Aye.

22· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Williams?

23· ·SENATOR WILLIAMS:· Aye.

24· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Young?

25· ·SENATOR YOUNG:· Aye.

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 164 of
203



Page 164
·1· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.

·2· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· All senators?

·3· · · · · ·Senator Sabb votes?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· No.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Votes no.· Senator Davis

·6· votes aye.· Senator Alexander votes aye.· Senator Scott

·7· votes no.· Senator Hutto votes no.· All members voted.

·8· · · · · ·All members have voted.· The polls are closed.

·9· · · · · ·The clerk will tabulate.

10· · · · · ·By a vote of 25-11, the amendment is tabled.

11· · · · · ·The reading clerk will read the next amendment.

12· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Next amendment is amendment number 4

13· by Senator Hutto.· It's a bill that strikes all after the

14· enacting words.

15· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Orangeburg is

16· recognized to explain his amendment.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Thank you, members, I'm well

18· aware that it's Thursday afternoon and it's getting late,

19· so I want to offer you the opportunity to let me speak as

20· little as you'll let me speak by not asking me any

21· questions, and let me tell you what I'm trying to do.

22· · · · · ·I've got three amendments that have three

23· different plans.· I'm going to ask -- is this the right

24· one on the screen?· You're going to see these and fully

25· expect that they will meet the fate of the last amendments
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·1· that went up there and they're going to be tabled.

·2· · · · · ·So the point of these amendments is to show you,

·3· as Senator Edgefield pointed out, there are a lot of ways

·4· to draw this map, okay?· And there are many ways that --

·5· to configure this that keeps communities of interest

·6· together in a different way than we may have had

·7· communities of interest in the past.

·8· · · · · ·And so -- but these maps that I'm showing you

·9· have the end result of making the Congressional Districts

10· more competitive.· Some of them obviously are going to be

11· predominantly Republican and some of them, at least one,

12· will continue to be predominantly Democratic but it allows

13· two or three of them to be right at the 48 to 52 range in

14· competitiveness, and I think that that's what I hear the

15· voters want.· They want an opportunity to have a choice

16· and not have it dictated to them as to who their

17· Congressional representative would be.

18· · · · · ·So these are relatively self-explanatory, as you

19· can see, but this -- and I will tell you that these maps

20· are -- so that you don't think that I spent a lot of time

21· sitting around drawing these, these are maps that I've

22· taken from the public submissions that were made to the

23· committee, okay?· So these were offered.

24· · · · · ·There was a public submission opportunity.· I've

25· had to tweak a few of them to bring them into compliance,
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·1· but the concepts of the communities of interest that the

·2· individual citizens took time to work on are reflected in

·3· these next three maps that I'm going to show you.

·4· · · · · ·It keeps the 1st is generally a

·5· Charleston-Lowcountry District.· It keeps the 7th as a

·6· Myrtle Beach PD into Florence District.· It spans the 2nd

·7· all the way the length of the I-95 corridor and as --

·8· almost.· I mean, it's a little bit of the area because

·9· I-95 does veer down into Colleton but for the most part it

10· takes those counties which we often talk about as being in

11· the corridor of shame and there is a community of

12· interest; rural, agricultural communities along that, and

13· that is now District 2.

14· · · · · ·District 6 is a central Midlands.· It keeps

15· Richland, Lexington and Fairfield together.

16· · · · · ·The 3rd District goes from Aiken up to Anderson

17· and those counties have been together for quite awhile.

18· · · · · ·District 4 is the mountainous area of the state,

19· is Greenville and the two what I call the mountain

20· counties, Oconee and Pickens.

21· · · · · ·And it leaves the 5th along the North Carolina

22· border, with Rock Hill and Spartanburg being the hubs at

23· either end.

24· · · · · ·So I offer this to you as another way to show

25· communities of interest can be kept together, while
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·1· putting forward competitive Districts.

·2· · · · · ·And with that, I move adoption.

·3· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The pending question is

·4· adoption.· Senator from Charleston is recognized to table.

·5· · · · · ·Move to table?· All in favor?

·6· · · · · ·Senator from Darlington, what purpose do you

·7· rise?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR MALLOY:· Just a point of clarity for the

·9· Senate.

10· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Are you going to ask him to

11· withhold his tabling motion?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR MALLOY:· Well, I would ask him to

13· respectfully withhold his tabling motion until the Senator

14· vacates the podium.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· I have the next amendment, I'm

16· sorry.

17· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· So noted, thank you.

18· · · · · ·Pending question?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Move to table.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· All in favor, say aye?

21· · · · · ·SENATE MEMBERS:· Aye.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· I'll note any nos?· Ayes

23· have it.· So ordered.· The amendment is tabled.

24· · · · · ·The reading clerk will read the next amendment.

25· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· The next amendment is amendment
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·1· number 5 by Senator Hutto.

·2· · · · · ·It amends a bill by striking out --

·3· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Orangeburg is

·4· recognized on this amendment.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· You all are good at letting me

·6· get it up and get it down quickly, so maybe we can do this

·7· even quicker this time, maybe not.

·8· · · · · ·This is another configuration that keeps Berkeley

·9· and Charleston together.· Both of these last two have the

10· beauty for the most part, keeping Charleston whole.

11· · · · · ·The 2nd does what the 2nd has done from time to

12· time, which is drawing from Lexington through Aiken down

13· to the coast.· That's been not an unusual configuration

14· for the 2nd District.

15· · · · · ·The 6th keeps Columbia and Sumter, puts Fort

16· Jackson and Shaw Airfield in the same District in the 6th.

17· The 7th continues to be the beach area extending into the

18· PD.· The 5th is the Rock Hill based District.· The 4th is

19· Spartanburg and Greenville, both cities kept whole within

20· the 4th; and the 3rd is not completely different from the

21· 3rd that we know which reaches all the way from Oconee

22· down through Edgefield and into Aiken.

23· · · · · ·So again, this is -- this map was submitted by

24· the NAACP as one of the ways that they suggested that you

25· could configure a map that would keep it together, keep
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·1· communities of interest together but again, it has the

·2· advantage of making some of the Districts more competitive

·3· politically and with that, I would offer this amendment.

·4· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The pending question is the

·5· adoption of the amendment.

·6· · · · · ·Senator from Charleston, what purpose?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· Move to table.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Rollcall.

·9· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Rollcall has been

10· requested.· Do five members...· more than five members

11· request?· I did.· The clerk will ring the bell.

12· · · · · ·The pending motion is to table the amendment.

13· · · · · ·The reading clerk will read.

14· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Adams?

15· · · · · ·SENATOR ADAMS:· Aye.

16· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Alexander?

17· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Aye.

18· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Allen?

19· · · · · ·SENATOR ALLEN:· Aye.

20· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Allen votes aye.· Mr. Bennett?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Aye.

22· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Campsen?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Aye.

24· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cash?

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· Aye.
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·1· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Climer?

·2· ·SENATOR CLIMER:· Aye.

·3· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Corbin?

·4· ·SENATOR CORBIN:· Aye.

·5· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cromer?

·6· ·SENATOR CROMER:· Aye.

·7· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Davis?

·8· ·SENATOR DAVIS:· Aye.

·9· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Fanning?

10· ·SENATOR FANNING:· No.

11· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Gambrell?

12· ·SENATOR GAMBRELL:· Aye.

13· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Garrett?

14· ·SENATOR GARRETT:· Aye.

15· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Goldfinch?

16· ·SENATOR GOLDFINCH:· Aye.

17· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Grooms?

18· ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Aye.

19· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Gustafson?

20· ·SENATOR GUSTAFSON:· Aye.

21· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Harpootlian?

22· ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· No.

23· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Hembree has leave.

24· ·Mr. Hutto?

25· ·SENATOR HUTTO:· No.
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·1· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Jackson has leave.

·2· ·Mr. Kevin Johnson?· Not voting.

·3· ·Mr. Michael Johnson?

·4· ·SENATOR M. JOHNSON:· Aye.

·5· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Kimbrell has leave.

·6· ·Mr. Kimpson?

·7· ·SENATOR KIMPSON:· No.

·8· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Loftis?

·9· ·SENATOR LOFTIS:· Aye.

10· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Malloy?· Not voting.

11· ·Mr. Martin?

12· ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Aye.

13· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Massey?

14· ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Aye.

15· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Matthews?

16· ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· No.

17· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. McElveen?

18· ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· No.

19· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. McLeod?

20· ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· No.

21· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Peeler has leave.

22· ·Mr. Rankin?· Mr. Rankin votes aye.· Mr. Rice?

23· ·SENATOR RICE:· Aye.

24· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Sabb?

25· ·SENATOR SABB:· No.
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·1· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Scott votes no.

·2· · · · · ·Mrs. Senn has leave.

·3· · · · · ·Mr. Setzler?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR SETZLER:· No.

·5· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Votes no.· Mrs. Shealy?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR SHEALY:· Aye.

·7· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Stephens?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· No.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Talley?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR TALLEY:· Aye.

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Turner?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR TURNER:· Aye.

13· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Verdin?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR VERDIN:· Aye.

15· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Williams?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR WILLIAMS:· No.

17· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Young?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR YOUNG:· Aye.

19· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Have all members voted?

21· · · · · ·Senator from Williamsburg.· Senator Sabb.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· I just have a request.

23· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator Sabb.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Leave for the Senator from

25· Clarendon.
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·1· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

·2· · · · · ·All members voted?· All members voted.

·3· · · · · ·Senator Malloy votes aye.· Any other votes?· The

·4· polls will close and the clerk will tabulate.

·5· · · · · ·A vote of 27-12, the amendment is tabled.

·6· · · · · ·The reading clerk will read the next amendment.

·7· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Amendment number 6 is by Senator

·8· Hutto, amends a bill strikes all after the enacting.

·9· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Orangeburg is

10· recognized to explain his amendment.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· And I find this one particularly

12· unique in several ways.· One is it creates a coastal

13· District.· It runs the -- so if you want a community of

14· interest, putting all the beach communities from Hilton

15· Head to Kiawah to Isle of Palms to Myrtle Beach and all

16· the things that go along with beaches and the coast -- and

17· look, Senator Campsen can tell you that's a District you'd

18· have to do by boat but anyway, it creates a coastal

19· District.

20· · · · · ·Then it takes a Berkeley-Dorchester District, and

21· forms it behind the coastal District as District and makes

22· that District 1.

23· · · · · ·It makes the 6th District, a District that's

24· centered around Columbia and Sumter, again putting two of

25· our military bases -- am I the right one?· Yeah, together.
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·1· · · · · ·Then the 5th is truly a PD District without

·2· Myrtle Beach.· Now I hear from the PD sometimes, well,

·3· y'all keep saying it's a PD District but only somebody

·4· from the beach gets elected.

·5· · · · · ·Well, this makes a PD District although it does

·6· add Rock Hill in there, which could make it a little bit

·7· interesting.

·8· · · · · ·The 2nd District takes Lexington and Aiken which

·9· have been together for awhile and Barnwell so the Savannah

10· River side is whole and then runs the 2nd up through

11· Anderson.

12· · · · · ·And this is one of the unique things.

13· Spartanburg is one of the cities that is always

14· complaining that, well, you know, we always get lumped in

15· with Greenville.· We're a pretty big city and why don't we

16· get consideration when you're drawing this?

17· · · · · ·Well, this creates a Spartanburg District and a

18· Greenville District, which is a pretty interesting thing

19· and we'll see how you senators from Spartanburg vote on

20· this.

21· · · · · ·But, look, it is -- it does keep the four --

22· basically the four major metropolitan -- or five, if you

23· count Rock Hill, major metropolitan cities and if you

24· count Florence, six, together wholly within Districts or

25· areas.· Now, admittedly, it splits the Tri-County area and
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·1· Charleston but creates synergy along the coast.

·2· · · · · ·So I offer this as my final amendment, which has

·3· a lot of good things going for it but maybe not good

·4· enough.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Horry, what

·6· purpose do you rise?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· See if the Senator will yield

·8· for a friendly, perhaps, correction.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Sure.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· I think you're confused,

11· respectfully.· You are offering a Senate plan that really

12· reflects Senator Campsen's District now.· So are you sure

13· this is a Congressional draw or a Senate draw?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Well, what I did is I took

15· Senator Campsen's District and just extended it to Myrtle

16· Beach.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Just a few more miles.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Just a few more miles up the

19· coast.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Charleston,

21· Senator Campsen, what purpose do you rise?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Senator, it is intriguing to

23· perhaps represent the entire coast but when you --

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Daunting as well.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· It would be daunting as well,
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·1· and so when you move from the podium, I'm going to move to

·2· table.

·3· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator stepped away.

·4· · · · · ·The Senator from Charleston is recognized.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Move to table.

·6· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Move to table.· All in

·7· favor, say aye.· Any opposed?· The ayes have it.

·8· · · · · ·So ordered.

·9· · · · · ·The next amendment, the reading clerk will read.

10· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Next amendment is number 8 by Senator

11· Scott.· It amends the bill, it strikes all after the

12· enacting words.

13· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland

14· recognized on explaining your amendment.

15· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Mr. President, members of the

16· Senate, I spoke earlier about moving some counties around

17· that I thought made more competitive sense, in terms of

18· how the Congressional District would actually look.

19· · · · · ·I took a real close look at some of the previous

20· drawings that we had done, especially the court plan in

21· 2002 and we found that in the 3rd District, just like

22· what's there now, Anderson, Laurens, Abbeville, Saluda,

23· McCormick and Aiken was intact.

24· · · · · ·We looked at the 2nd on the 2nd shift ten years

25· ago but in 2002 in the court drawn plan, Lexington, Aiken,
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·1· Barnwell, Allendale, Hampton, Jasper and Beaufort were all

·2· in the same county.

·3· · · · · ·We looked at Richland in this plan, we stay

·4· pretty close to the 2002 before we did a major shift in

·5· the 2010 - '12 Richland, Calhoun, Orangeburg, Dorchester,

·6· Clarendon, Williamsburg, Sumter, Florence and Lee, but

·7· what I saw in the 2010 plan compared to -- the '10 or '12

·8· plan compared to the court drawn plan, what we did, we

·9· split a lot of counties.

10· · · · · ·In this particular plan that I have before you

11· today, the counties that are actually split, Kershaw split

12· just a tiny bit in Richland, just to make sure the one

13· vote process can only have that one vote deviation to make

14· some correction.· Aiken probably took the largest split.

15· · · · · ·Aiken is split between the 2nd, which has about

16· 98,939, and the 3rd, which is 6 to 9,896.

17· · · · · ·We talked about Dorchester and Dorchester was an

18· original plan too but inside Dorchester, we only --

19· Dorchester split between the 5th and the 6th but the 6th

20· only got about 16 by 16,000 people.

21· · · · · ·Florence took a minor split in the 6th, 10,609.

22· · · · · ·Greenville County's only split between the 3rd

23· and the 4th to meet that one percent deviation, that's

24· 4,341, that actually went into the 3rd District.

25· · · · · ·In looking at the 3rd District, for those who are
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·1· familiar with what's called GLEAMNS Country, Anderson was

·2· added in that a long time ago.· Abbeville was also in it.

·3· · · · · ·And so the other smaller counties that came in

·4· too, it was Faville (ph), Faville and Kershaw, but if you

·5· look at Faville and Kershaw, they all have something in

·6· common now, especially over in the Senate drawn plan.

·7· · · · · ·To eliminate the conversation we've been having

·8· about Spartanburg and Greenville, Spartanburg is large

·9· enough really to be what's called a base in a

10· Congressional District.

11· · · · · ·We've looked at Pickens and Oconee in which

12· Pickens has grown to about 31,000 and Oconee about 78,000.

13· · · · · ·Greenville is the base part of the Congressional

14· District, 521,000 persons.

15· · · · · ·So I took a real close look at the driving force

16· of the economic counters that I thought would create the

17· possibility of growth, especially when you looked at

18· smaller counties who were struggling, trying to make it.

19· · · · · ·Greenville had a population of 521,193, then

20· Richland County 416,146 and in Charleston County 408,

21· Horry County with 351 and there's that spot where we

22· talked about again 327,997.

23· · · · · ·And of course Lexington County, 339, and then

24· Anderson County.

25· · · · · ·And so if you look at the configuration of what
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·1· we did with these seven Districts, we made sure that those

·2· counties, with the exception of Greenville that we only

·3· took about 4,000 out to meet the balance but the base of

·4· the Greenville is within that in the 4th Congressional

·5· District, which simply mean that these counties now

·6· basically are made whole.

·7· · · · · ·You said you couldn't draw a plan to make them

·8· whole.· Yes, you can.· It just requires you to shift some

·9· things around in those counties that already have

10· something in common.

11· · · · · ·I heard a conversation earlier about York County.

12· York County is slowly coming into its own with 282,000,

13· but because of its geographical location, York and

14· Spartanburg becomes those counties that attract people

15· that come in that particular region, which we got

16· Spartanburg with 300,000 and there's Cherokee with about

17· 56,000, York County with 292 and Lancaster, which is one

18· of the faster growing counties that we have.

19· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Orangeburg,

20· Senator Stephens, for what purpose do you rise?

21· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· Senator, would you yield for a

22· question, please?

23· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· Just one more little minute.

24· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Refuses at this time.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR SCOTT:· I'll come right back to you, I

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 180 of
203



Page 180
·1· promise you.

·2· · · · · ·And so we looked at a real discussion in looking

·3· at the BVAP in this plan, which I thought was a better

·4· plan, split less counties, made larger counties whole.

·5· · · · · ·The 6th Congressional ends up with about

·6· 47.49 percent BVAP, which I thought was a good BVAP.

·7· · · · · ·And looking at also, because of the splits you

·8· had and the previous drawing, you narrowed a lot of

·9· counties down and you gave those -- you gave the 6th an

10· opportunity to begin to have some growth.

11· · · · · ·Remember I mentioned a moment ago Kershaw, simply

12· because the back of Richland County when you get to Lugoff

13· is the Kershaw side which represented a mere -- McLeod

14· represents that small portion but it's slowly growing and

15· they've got a little bit of everything in common on that

16· part because of a lot of subdivisions have a lot of things

17· in common.

18· · · · · ·Dorchester was a conversation I guess because of

19· the new industry that's over there, I think Berkeley, one

20· of them Volvo and the other one has Mercedes-Benz.

21· Dorchester was always there.· So we did not harm

22· Dorchester, in terms of what we was trying to do.

23· · · · · ·We only put about 16,000 of that population, the

24· basic population it had, it had all before.

25· · · · · ·One of the most important things was looking at
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·1· counties like Orangeburg County.

·2· · · · · ·Orangeburg County, ten years ago, had 90,000

·3· population, it's down to 84,000 but we made Orangeburg

·4· whole and in the Senate plan, Orangeburg and Dorchester

·5· are, back of Berkeley, have a lot in common.

·6· · · · · ·It was a conversation earlier about Berkeley

·7· County, so we put Berkeley and Charleston together and so

·8· we're looking at how these Congressional District

·9· representatives can also help spread some of the growing

10· wealth inside of the smaller counties.

11· · · · · ·We looked at the 2nd Congressional District.

12· · · · · ·As I mentioned before, a lot of those counties

13· were in the 2nd Congressional District before and what we

14· did, we just split a bunch of counties and shifted

15· population over to the 6th.

16· · · · · ·I'm not saying you have to do that anymore

17· because a lot of smaller counties actually lost a lot of

18· population.

19· · · · · ·Barnwell, Allendale, Hampton and others are

20· always in the 2nd Congressional District, we just made a

21· shift.

22· · · · · ·I heard a conversation earlier about representing

23· Fort Jackson, the training center in which I'm in Richland

24· County.· If you're that close in what's called the

25· Midlands, which is Lexington and Richland, I'm more than
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·1· sure if the Senate -- if the Congressman from Lexington --

·2· and this is if this happened and if it don't happen, that

·3· he's going to do what's necessary to make sure that Fort

·4· Jackson get what it needs.

·5· · · · · ·This is the plan that I thought it made a lot

·6· more sense in the Florence part is at the Lake City

·7· portion of it.

·8· · · · · ·The biggest thing was keeping these precincts

·9· whole and narrowing these counties and move away from this

10· big discussion about what this person want, that person

11· doesn't want, to actually make the map look like something

12· that's within reason.

13· · · · · ·We're looking at Sumter Counties and Sumter

14· always have been split and it really has not helped the

15· growth for Sumter and so we made Sumter whole.

16· · · · · ·Richland is the base of the 6th Congressional

17· Districts and I asked a question early on, given the

18· numbers that you had down in Charleston, it really didn't

19· make sense for that portion of a base portion of a

20· Congressional District to be that deep into Charleston.

21· · · · · ·I know we're looking at population.· That's where

22· the growth was.· That discussion was simply because folk

23· did not want to share and move these counties around that

24· made good common sense.

25· · · · · ·We kept the coast coastal, Charleston and
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·1· Berkeley is all together.· So it takes care of the

·2· import/export issues we had out there, and the PD -- and

·3· we fragmented the PD so bad before, really and truly I can

·4· remember my days in the governor's -- when I was in the

·5· governor's office, the PD was a striving community.

·6· · · · · ·Bringing them back together, we think that -- I

·7· think that we can provide some extra help with the PD

·8· counties beginning to work together.· There's very little

·9· you can do about the Horry-Georgetown area but to get them

10· also in the base of that portion of Congressional District

11· begin to take a look at some of the issues that's actually

12· affecting the PD, the PD as a whole.

13· · · · · ·And so what my map indicates that with a little

14· extra effort, moving away from the political party of it

15· and trying to draw a map that makes more common sense,

16· that we look at the economic impact of this District.

17· · · · · ·I talked earlier about the shift that has

18· happened and what's going on in Orangeburg, but I think

19· you just kind of tied their hands when you put all of

20· those poor counties in one area.

21· · · · · ·And so Lexington becomes the base to help the

22· Calhoun, the Bamberg, the Allendale, and you come down to

23· Hampton when you get into more of an area where you do

24· have some tourism, and Colleton was also in the 2002 map

25· was in the 6th -- I'm sorry -- was in -- was in the 6th.
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·1· · · · · ·Colleton this time is in the 2nd.· Hoping that we

·2· can create some energy and some movement with some of the

·3· larger counties helping with the tax base to create some

·4· growth.· I'll entertain your questions, sir.

·5· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Orangeburg,

·6· Senator Stephens, for what purpose do you rise?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· Ask the Senator a couple of

·8· questions, please.

·9· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator yield?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Senator yields.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· Senator, looking at your map,

12· am I seeing correctly that Dorchester County is actually

13· split between District 1, 2 and 6?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Dorchester County is split

15· between Districts 6 and 5.· Six only picked up 16,005,

16· picked up 52,332, unless I left something out.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· I'm looking at the colors.

18· · · · · ·Maybe you can explain to me the colors.

19· · · · · ·The tan or the light yellow?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· The light yellow is in the 2nd.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· The 2nd.

22· · · · · ·And that's swinging around from Lexington down

23· into Dorchester and Colleton County?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Yes, sir.

25· · · · · ·It picks up a very small portion of it.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· And then the whatever that

·2· green-looking color is, that's District 1, correct?

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· The green color is 3.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· 3?

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· That's the 3rd -- oh, I'm sorry.

·6· That's one with Berkeley and Charleston making up the bulk

·7· of that District -- that's correct -- with Charleston

·8· having 400,000 -- 408,000 and Berkeley having the 229 and

·9· there's something else that's...· I think that's a small

10· portion of Dorchester that's not picked up on this map.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· I'm seeing Dorchester, once

12· again, between 1, 2 and 6.

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· You're correct.· Correct.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· And with that in mind, what is

15· the --

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Let me correct that and

17· Dorchester is in one by 93,107.· That's the heaviest

18· portion of the base that was left out of my notes.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· Do you know what percentage is

20· in the 2nd Congressional District of Dorchester?· I see it

21· look like the Ridgeville area.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· That's Ridgeville, that's

23· correct.· It's a very small portion of it.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· So Senator, what is the BVAP

25· for the 2nd Congressional District; do you have that?
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Yes, sir, I do.

·2· · · · · ·In the 2nd Congressional District the BVAP is

·3· 19,882 -- 19,000 -- 19.82, I'm sorry.

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· And the BVAP, then, for the

·5· 6th Congressional District?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· In the 6th is 47.49.· Let me just

·7· give them to you so you can jot them down.

·8· · · · · ·The 1st was 22.47, the 2nd is 19.82, the 3rd is

·9· 24.37, the 4th is 13.80, the 5th is 19.07, the 6th is

10· 47.49, and the 7th is 24.84.

11· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· So with that in mind, Senator,

12· would you say that your map is more competitive --

13· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Yeah.

14· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· -- as far as Congressional

15· races are concerned?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Yes, for a number of reasons.

17· · · · · ·When you go down to -- and I apologize again for

18· leaving Dorchester out, it was just left out of my notes.

19· · · · · ·When you look at in Charleston, as an example --

20· and I don't know whether or not you've driven down there

21· lately, but it is rough.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· Yes, sir.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· It's like little Charlotte now.

24· · · · · ·But because of Boeing, Volvo and Mercedes and the

25· port, it's a growing, growing, three growing counties.

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 187 of
203



Page 187
·1· · · · · ·So it didn't harm that growth but I wanted it to

·2· be strong enough that adjacent to some other counties is

·3· the possibility of a spillover, especially when you look

·4· at local tax incentives and others to be able to make it

·5· more competitive.

·6· · · · · ·So a small portion of Dorchester is in the 6th

·7· and I anticipate the next fast growing county in that

·8· region will probably be Orangeburg, with this beautiful

·9· industrial park.· You also have the hospital facilities.

10· It does have three HPCUs there and also has a technical

11· school there, so there's so much possibility there.

12· · · · · ·And if I get -- Orangeburg begin to grow, then

13· I'm going to spill over back into the 2nd.

14· · · · · ·That will affect the Allendale, the Calhoun and

15· the other smaller counties that over in there.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· So I guess I can safely say

17· that if I'm thinking along your line of thinking, that

18· District 3, District 6 and District 7 will be the most

19· competitive of Districts?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Well, when you say "competitive,"

21· all I did in 7 was made the PD whole again.· I mean, when

22· they fragmented the PD and they really damaged the PD but

23· the PD is now made whole again, Chesterfield, Marlboro,

24· Darlington, Florence, Marian, Dillon, and of course Horry

25· just sits on the coast, for a long time was really not the
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·1· PD but it became the PD.

·2· · · · · ·And so it became the fastest growing because of

·3· tourism but it still needs some attraction for us to be

·4· able to come within that region to be able to become a

·5· more desirable community, to find an industry that can

·6· come in and help contain the growing economy.

·7· · · · · ·The governor talked last night also about those

·8· companies coming in.· Right now they're 4,890

·9· manufacturing companies in South Carolina.

10· · · · · ·What is -- what my concern is is called physical

11· location.· I looked at three being built close to

12· Orangeburg but not in Orangeburg and one had been built in

13· Orangeburg what we're now seeing Orangeburg with loss in

14· population in Orangeburg, that surrounding would not have

15· happened.· These people moved out of the smaller counties,

16· moved into the larger counties but at some point you're

17· not going to be able to build fast enough, your road

18· infrastructure is not going to be in place fast enough to

19· be able to meet those mandates.

20· · · · · ·And if I look at the infrastructure portion of

21· it, it makes the infrastructure plan fit in that when I go

22· back over to looking at the 3rd -- used to be called

23· GLEAMNS Country and the Anderson was added and Abbeville

24· was always in it, but what they do have in common?

25· · · · · ·They're all small counties and so what we're
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·1· talking about with the rural initiative and the governor

·2· having asked for $500 million to do some rural

·3· initiatives, you really can begin to plan rural

·4· initiatives, and in looking at those rural initiatives,

·5· have a plan that basically meet the same infrastructure

·6· need, economic with business growth needs, home, housing,

·7· health care and those kinds of issues, you can actually

·8· develop a plan that actually fit those particular

·9· communities.

10· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· Thank you, Mr. President.

11· · · · · ·Thank you, Senator.

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Thank you.

13· · · · · ·Senator Matthews, for what purpose do you rise?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· To see if the Senator

15· would yield.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Senator yields.

17· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· For questions?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Yes.

19· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator yields for

20· questions.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, what was your

22· primary reason for placing Colleton, moving it from the

23· 6th to the 2nd, other than is that just the way it shifts?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· That's the way it shifted.

25· · · · · ·I can't go down there to get you.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· You just wanted to have

·2· Colleton in there?

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· No, you've got to be contiguous,

·4· and that made it hard for me to get -- you know, you're

·5· right next door to Dorchester but if I did anymore, I mean

·6· my -- what's required, that one vote margin, I could not

·7· meet what the standard was.

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· What about all this

·9· talk that we've heard about benchmark this, benchmark

10· that; did any of your map rely upon the old stuff from ten

11· years ago?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· When I went back to 2002, when we

13· really began looking at drawing the 6th Congressional

14· District and that's before we added 2010 with the 7th.

15· · · · · ·The 7th District really is what has created the

16· big shift and the change in numbers, and I've heard a lot

17· of conversation today which counties had the same common

18· interests and which counties it don't.· I'm very serious.

19· · · · · ·If you were in the PD back in the day, you in

20· tobacco country.· If you were in the Lowcountry, you were

21· crops and other kinds of goods and services that comes to

22· market.

23· · · · · ·But somehow or another, the urbanites, in which I

24· live in the urban portion but I think I spend most of my

25· time working on the rural issues that we have in the
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·1· state, and we've got a lot of concern.

·2· · · · · ·The glass can't be half-full.· The urban can't be

·3· doing well, the rural doing bad, and the state doing good.

·4· · · · · ·That's a false statement.

·5· · · · · ·So when you actually go back and you look at and

·6· you start at a beginning point before Horry County just

·7· took off in growth and we had the big growth, you have to

·8· come back and actually plug things back in to see whether

·9· or not it actually makes sense from the way it was long

10· before we added another Congressional District and then

11· what I saw in the other plan, which is not a bad plan but

12· it's not the best plan.

13· · · · · ·And my plan is not playing political games, my

14· plan is all about what can we do to make sure rural

15· counties get what they need, manufacturing begin to take a

16· look at South Carolina and what we need to do as we

17· continue to grow, but grow and be able to meet the needs

18· of the community and slow down the shifting -- and you can

19· only grow 500,000.· Not that many folk passed away in

20· COVID -- and I'm sorry and I apologize to those families

21· who lost loved ones in COVID, it's a bad thing, but you

22· can't grow 500,000.

23· · · · · ·And you look at surrounding counties with people

24· that continue to shift to other areas and expect those

25· counties to maintain health care facilities.
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·1· · · · · ·And we debated that bill yesterday and I checked

·2· my comments with that, and expecting these counties to be

·3· able to pay just the basic cost with no tax base, that's

·4· not going to work.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Senator, did you keep

·6· Fort Jackson in the 2nd?

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· No, Fort Jackson is in the --

·8· before there was a 6th, there was a 2nd and all the 2nd

·9· had Richland and Lexington County in it.· There is a 6th

10· and there is a 2nd.· The 2nd, as indicated, has a

11· population of 293,991 and the 6th in Richland County has a

12· population of 416,000.

13· · · · · ·They deserve what those representatives are in

14· the base part of the economic picture to make them whole,

15· and this map makes them whole.

16· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· Thank you.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Move for adoption of the plan.

18· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator from

19· Dorchester, for what purpose do you rise?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· If the Senator would yield for

21· a question.

22· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Senator yields for a question.

23· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Thank you, Senator.· I'm

24· looking at this map, Senator, I've been listening

25· attentively for hours now on different views, and while we
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·1· often are able to draw a very pretty map with as little

·2· angles as possible, this one happens to have -- picking up

·3· on the Senator from Orangeburg's comments, I see not only

·4· Dorchester County here split into two, it looks like

·5· three, to me.

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· It's three, it's three splits.

·7· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· And it certainly divides the

·8· city of Summerville, which makes up the bulk of the

·9· population in Dorchester County into two of the three.

10· · · · · ·And I get back, Senator, was that the intention?

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Let's talk about that.

12· · · · · ·In the base of where Dorchester is that makes up

13· where your growing community is, along with Berkeley and

14· Charleston, that portion is kept whole.

15· · · · · ·So Berkeley, Charleston and that portion of

16· Dorchester is kept whole.

17· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Well, Senator, it's not kept

18· whole.

19· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· Not the county, the base of your

20· growing economic picture is whole.

21· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· It's not even the economic

22· base, Senator, it's -- that portion is split between two

23· Congressional Districts here and one of them, again

24· getting back to the point that we've made over and over

25· again during this debate of this communities of interest

TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580TSG Reporting - Worldwide· · 877-702-9580
YVer1f

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-2     Page 194 of
203



Page 194
·1· of the Tri-County area, those communities are interlocked

·2· and for that, for that reason, Senator, unless you have

·3· more, I'm going to respectfully move to table your

·4· amendment.

·5· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· As soon as I sit down, you have

·6· the right and the pleasure to do that.

·7· · · · · ·Let me just try to answer your question because

·8· no matter what I put up here today, you're going to move

·9· to do that anyway, but I'm going to put these plans out

10· there.

11· · · · · ·Dorchester County, the discussion all day long

12· was to come through Dorchester County to get to

13· Charleston.

14· · · · · ·When you look at the previous plan that you've

15· had, that I went back to 2002, Dorchester County was split

16· then, it was in the 6th Congressional District.

17· · · · · ·And so to leave the larger portion of Dorchester

18· County in the 1st with 93,000 in total population and only

19· 16,000 actually went into the 6th, and over into the

20· 5th...· I'm sorry.· It went into the 6th.

21· · · · · ·Only 16,000 went into the 6th.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland, he's

23· relinquishing the floor.

24· · · · · ·SENATOR HUTTO:· I'm done.

25· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· If the Senator is done, I
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·1· respectfully move to table the amendment.

·2· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· The Senator from Dorchester

·3· has moved to table the amendment.

·4· · · · · ·The Senator from Richland has asked for a

·5· rollcall.· Five members -- yeah, I'm going to.

·6· · · · · ·Got more than five.· Five members have.

·7· · · · · ·Clerk will ring the bell.

·8· · · · · ·The reading clerk will call the roll.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Adams?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR ADAMS:· Aye.

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Alexander?

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Aye.

13· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Allen?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR ALLEN:· Aye.

15· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Bennett?

16· · · · · ·SENATOR BENNETT:· Aye.

17· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Campsen?

18· · · · · ·SENATOR CAMPSEN:· Aye.

19· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cash?

20· · · · · ·SENATOR CASH:· Aye.

21· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Climer?

22· · · · · ·SENATOR CLIMER:· Aye.

23· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Corbin?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR CORBIN:· Aye.

25· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Cromer?
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·1· ·SENATOR CROMER:· Aye.

·2· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Davis?

·3· ·SENATOR DAVIS:· Aye.

·4· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Fanning?

·5· ·SENATOR FANNING:· No.

·6· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Gambrell?

·7· ·SENATOR GAMBRELL:· Aye.

·8· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Garrett?

·9· ·SENATOR GARRETT:· Aye.

10· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Goldfinch?

11· ·SENATOR GOLDFINCH:· Aye.

12· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Grooms?

13· ·SENATOR GROOMS:· Aye.

14· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Gustafson?

15· ·SENATOR GUSTAFSON:· Aye.

16· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Harpootlian?

17· ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· No.

18· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Hembree has leave.

19· ·Mr. Hutto?

20· ·SENATOR HUTTO:· No.

21· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Jackson has leave.

22· ·Mr. Kevin Johnson has leave.

23· ·Mr. Michael Johnson?

24· ·SENATOR M. JOHNSON:· Aye.

25· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Kimbrell has leave.
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·1· ·Mr. Kimpson?· Mr. Kimpson not voting.

·2· ·Mr. Loftis?

·3· ·SENATOR LOFTIS:· Aye.

·4· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Malloy?· Not voting.

·5· ·Mr. Martin?

·6· ·SENATOR MARTIN:· Aye.

·7· ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Martin votes aye.· Mr. Massey?

·8· ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Aye.

·9· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mrs. Matthews?

10· ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· No.

11· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. McElveen?

12· ·SENATOR MCELVEEN:· No.

13· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. McLeod?

14· ·SENATOR MCLEOD:· No.

15· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Peeler has leave.

16· ·Mr. Rankin?

17· ·SENATOR RANKIN:· Aye.

18· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Rice?

19· ·SENATOR RICE:· Aye.

20· ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Sabb?

21· ·SENATOR SABB:· No.

22· ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Scott votes no.

23· ·Mrs. Senn has leave.

24· ·Mr. Setzler?

25· ·SENATOR SETZLER:· No.
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·1· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mrs. Shealy?

·2· · · · · ·SENATOR SHEALY:· Aye.

·3· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Stephens?

·4· · · · · ·SENATOR STEPHENS:· No.

·5· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Talley?

·6· · · · · ·SENATOR TALLEY:· Aye.

·7· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Turner?

·8· · · · · ·SENATOR TURNER:· Aye.

·9· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Aye.· Mr. Verdin?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR VERDIN:· Aye.

11· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· Mr. Verdin votes aye.· Mr. Williams?

12· · · · · ·SENATOR WILLIAMS:· No.

13· · · · · ·THE CLERK:· No.· Mr. Young?· Mr. Young votes aye.

14· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Have all members voted?

15· · · · · ·Senator Malloy votes aye.· Other members?

16· · · · · ·Yes, ma'am, Senator from Colleton, state your

17· request.

18· · · · · ·SENATOR BRIGHT MATTHEWS:· To give the Senator

19· from Charleston, Senator Kimpson, leave prior to the vote.

20· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Without objection.

21· · · · · ·Any other votes?· Hearing none, poll is closed,

22· the clerk will tabulate.

23· · · · · ·By a vote of 27-11, the amendment is tabled.

24· · · · · ·There's no further amendments.

25· · · · · ·The bill is returned to the House.
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·1· · · · · ·Senator from...· thank you, sir.

·2· · · · · ·Senator from Edgefield.

·3· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, it's a long

·4· Thursday for the 2nd week of session but I think we've

·5· accomplished what we needed to accomplish today, so I want

·6· to see if anybody has any unanimous consent requests

·7· before we adjourn for the week.

·8· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Horry, for

·9· what purpose do you rise?

10· · · · · ·SENATOR RANKIN:· To mention very briefly, if I

11· can, everyone's attention very briefly, Senator from

12· Darlington as well.

13· · · · · ·Folks, though we didn't vote this one out

14· unanimously or save two ney votes as we did on the Senate

15· plan, I do want to thank each of you.· The indulgences of

16· everyone who didn't have an option to be here but for us,

17· hello Senator from Richland -- particularly the judiciary

18· staff and subcommittee staff and the members of this full

19· committee and this entire Senate.

20· · · · · ·Again, not unanimous, but done with openness, a

21· little hiccup, but transparency and hopefully in the vein

22· of Micah 68, with justice, with mercy, and most humbly.

23· · · · · ·And so folks, thank you all, on behalf of myself

24· and all of our staff, and God bless you.· I'm done.

25· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Williamsburg.
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·1· · · · · ·SENATOR SABB:· Mr. President, I just wanted to

·2· follow up on the chairman's comments and express my

·3· appreciation for the staff.· I thought they were

·4· incredible.· I think the Senator from Horry is absolutely

·5· correct when he says that there were hiccups here and

·6· there, but we could not have asked for a more hard working

·7· staff, nor one anymore responsive to our requests.

·8· · · · · ·So thank you for that.

·9· · · · · ·SENATOR:· Round of applause.

10· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Senator from Richland --

11· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· I want to echo.

12· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· -- what purpose do you

13· rise?

14· · · · · ·SENATOR HARPOOTLIAN:· While this has been a

15· little bit contentious here today, the staff, Michelle,

16· Joey, and Mora, and of course all these folks that worked

17· hard, we had a number of subcommittee meetings, they've

18· been very helpful.

19· · · · · ·And while we may differ on the legal piece and

20· the policy piece, I want to thank everybody for their

21· attention and the work of the staff.· Thank you.

22· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Thank you.· So noted.

23· · · · · ·Senator from Edgefield, what purpose do you rise?

24· · · · · ·SENATOR MASSEY:· Mr. President, there are no

25· other unanimous consent requests.
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·1· · · · · ·I move the Senate to now adjourn.

·2· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· All in favor, say aye.

·3· · · · · ·SENATE MEMBERS:· Aye.

·4· · · · · ·PRESIDENT ALEXANDER:· Opposed, no.· The ayes have

·5· it.· We are adjourned until noon on Tuesday.

·6· · · · · ·(End of recording.)
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·1· · · · · · · · · · ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2

·3

·4· · · · · ·I, TERRI NESTORE, Certified Shorthand Reporter/

·5· Transcriptionist, do hereby certify that I was authorized

·6· to transcribe the foregoing recorded proceeding, and that

·7· the transcript is a true and accurate transcription of my

·8· shorthand notes, to the best of my ability, taken while

·9· listening to the provided recording.

10

11· · · · I further certify that I am not of counsel or

12· attorney for either or any of the parties to said

13· proceedings, nor in any way interested in the events of

14· this cause, and that I am not related to any of the

15· parties thereto.

16

17

18· Dated this 24th day of January, 2022.

19

20

21· · · · · · · · · · · · · ________________________
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · TERRI NESTORE, CSR 5614, RPR, CRR
22

23

24

25
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1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
                DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

2                     COLUMBIA DIVISION
3

  THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE CONFERENCE OF
4   THE NAACP, et al.,
5               Plaintiffs,
6   vs.                   CASE NO. 3:21-cv-03302-MBS

                                 TJH-RMG
7

  THOMAS C. ALEXANDER, et al.,
8

              Defendant.
9
10   VTC

  DEPOSITION OF:   WALLACE HERBERT JORDAN, JR.
11                    VOLUME II - Pages 225 through 444

                   (Appearing by VTC)
12

  DATE:            July 21, 2022
13

  TIME:            10:03 a.m.
14

  LOCATION:        Nexsen Pruet Law Firm
15                    1230 Main Street, 7th Floor
16   TAKEN BY:        Counsel for the Plaintiffs
17   REPORTED BY:     Susan M. Valsecchi, CRR

                   Registered Professional Reporter
18                    (Appearing by VTC)
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1   therefore, you know, not be something that South
2   Carolinians as a whole can be proud of.
3          Q.   And in order to ensure a map is not
4   racially biased, who did you rely on to make that
5   determination?
6          A.   I mean, again, I think you bring your
7   own set of knowledge and understanding to the table
8   and then you rely on other members of your team,
9   members of the Ad Hoc Committee.  I mean, you know,
10   everyone's participation in this process is
11   important.
12          Q.   I know we talked earlier about partisan
13   considerations.  Was maintaining a 6:1 Republican
14   advantage in congress at all a criteria factor for
15   the Ad Hoc Committee in creation of this map?
16          A.   No.
17          Q.   What about the term "core retention"?
18          A.   I would put core retention, you know,
19   with some of the other technical terminology we've
20   used today; I have a layman's opinion of it but I'm
21   not a technical expert.
22          Q.   Is the term core retention mentioned at
23   all in the redistricting criteria?
24          A.   I don't believe so.
25          Q.   I think you mentioned Ms. Dean would
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1   trying to answer the question to the best of my
2   ability.  And I guess I carried some of my previous
3   knowledge through the committee process,
4   specifically with Representative Bernstein's
5   questions, that I gave that answer.
6          Q.   But I guess, as even just a step back,
7   why was it important for you to emphasize that
8   partisan groups were not involved in the drafting?
9          A.   I guess because the question had come
10   up a couple times and therefore I felt like it
11   was -- needed to be part of the answer.
12          Q.   And why do you think it was beneficial
13   to not have partisan groups involved in the
14   drafting of the plan?
15          A.   To me, it's always made more sense, you
16   know, as members of the General Assembly, we are
17   tasked with the responsibility of completing
18   redistricting.
19               Now, certainly we'll take input, as we
20   did in this process, through various organizations,
21   but ultimately the responsibility falls to the
22   General Assembly.
23               And it's not a partisan task; it's
24   a statewide process, that we didn't necessarily
25   need any help from a partisan group.
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1          IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
         FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

2                   COLUMBIA DIVISION
        CASE NO. 3:21-CV-03302-MBS-TJH-RMG

3
 THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE CONFERENCE OF

4  THE NAACP, AND TAIWAN SCOTT, ON BEHALF
 OF HIMSELF AND ALL OTHER SIMILARLY

5  SITUATED PERSONS,
6              Plaintiffs,
7         vs.
8  THOMAS C. ALEXANDER, HENRY D. MCMASTER,

 IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS GOVERNOR OF
9  SOUTH CAROLINA; HARVEY PEELER, IN HIS

 OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE
10  SENATE; LUKE A. RANKIN, IN HIS OFFICIAL

 CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE
11  JUDICIARY COMMITTEE; JAMES H. LUCAS, IN

 HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS SPEAKER OF THE
12  HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; CHRIS MURPHY,

 IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF
13  THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUDICIARY

 COMMITTEE; WALLACE H. JORDAN, IN HIS
14  OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTIONS LAW
15  SUBCOMMITTEE; HOWARD KNABB, IN HIS

 OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS INTERIM EXECUTIVE
16  DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE

 ELECTION COMMISSION; JOHN WELLS, JOANNE
17  DAY, CLIFFORD J. ELDER, LINDA MCCALL,

 AND SCOTT MOSELEY, IN THEIR OFFICIAL
18  CAPACITIES AS MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH

 CAROLINA STATE ELECTION COMMISSION,
19

             Defendants.
20
21  DEPOSITION OF:   ANDREW THEODORE FIFFICK

                  (Appearing via VTC)
22

 DATE:            July 21, 2022
23

 TIME:            10:10 a.m.
24
25

Page 1

Veritext Legal Solutions
212-267-6868 www.veritext.com 516-608-2400

3:21-cv-03302-MGL-TJH-RMG     Date Filed 09/02/22    Entry Number 348-6     Page 2 of 3



1  ask you not to do it.  That was sort of a -- like I
2  said, I would call that a postulate.
3         Q.   Were you ever instructed as a criteria
4  to make a 6-1 Republican-leaning map?
5         A.   A one -- make one lean Republican?
6         Q.   Make six lean Republican, one not --
7         A.   I don't recall --
8         Q.   -- districts?
9         A.   No, I don't recall ever having anybody
10  ask me to do that.  But it's all a matter of
11  semantics.  I mean, you can number anything you
12  want.  You can change the numbers.  You can swap
13  the numbers, the 1st on the 6th, the 6th for the
14  1st.  But no, no one ever asked me.
15         Q.   So it was not your understanding that
16  you were driven or members were driven to create a
17  congressional map where six districts based upon
18  political data or some other information suggested
19  that they would likely vote for Republican
20  candidates as compared to one district that would
21  likely vote for Democratic candidates?  That was
22  not something that guided the work that you were
23  aware was being done in the congressional mapping?
24         A.   Again, that was the whole context --
25         Q.   Yes, it was long.  It got narrative.
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