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A. Sylvia Roland (taken February 13, 2017): 

Page 16 

15  Q. Do you participate in politics outside of  

16 your elected office? 

17 A. No. 

18 Q. You’re not involved in any political parties 

19 parties or political groups? 

20 A. No. 

Page 21 

12 Q. When did you run for the first time for  

13 school board? 

14 A. 2014. 

15 Q. And you ran for an at-large seat; is that  

16 right? 

17.  A. Yes. 

18 Q.  Could you have run for a district seat in  

19 2014? 

20 A. Yes, I live in District 3. I could have  
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21 run for that seat. 

22 Q. And why didn’t you? 

23 A. I felt that I would have more support in  

24 the community, at large, because I had worked at the  

25 high school. I thought that would enable more  

1 people who had known about my teaching experience to  

2 vote for me in at-large than just District 3. 

Page 22 

11 Q. So why did you run for school board  

12 in 2014? 

13 A.I ran for school board because after my 

14 year of working at the high school felt I still  had 

15 more to give to this county’s education and I saw 

16 from my year at high school that what I had to 

17 to give was not best served at the high school. 

18 Q. Tell me what you mean by that? 

19 A. I want Sumter County schools to provide  

20 quality education for all students. I didn’t feel  
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21 that, from what I had seen from my one year, not just  

22 at the high school, but when I visited around the  

23 other schools, I didn’t feel we were offering high  

24 quality instruction to  our students. 

25  Q. Can you give me a specific example of  

Page 23 

1 what you mean? 

2 A. When looking at test scores from students  

3 in this county versus students in other counties, our  

4 test scores were lower and at the time I worked at  

5 the high school I couldn’t put my finger on what 

6  caused that. When I visited classrooms it looked to  

7 me like the teachers were offering quality  

8 instruction, but it wasn’t reflected in the test  

9 scores and I wanted to get to the root cause of it. 

10 Q. Well, how is that best served by not  

11 working at the high school? 

12 A. The role I was playing – well, my job at  
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13 the high school – I didn’t feel affected student 

14  instruction the way I felt it needed to be affected. 

15  Q. Without any children in the county’s  

16 education system, what motivates you to be  involved  

17 at all? 

18 A. I went into education as a profession  

19 because I feel that all students, all children   

20 should be able to receive the best possible education  

21 so that they can choose what they want to do when  

22 their education is over. That doesn’t apply just to  

23 my two children, it applied to all children wherever  

24 I live. 

Page 27 

8 Q. Did you raise money for your first 

9.  campaign? 

19 A. I did 

11 Q. How much did you raise [in your 2014 election campaign]?  

12-14 A. Oh gosh. I don’t know. I’m going to  
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13 guess – it’s strictly a guess -- it was probably   

14 around $2,000. 

Pages 28 

7 Q. How did you go about raising money for  

8 your first campaign? 

9 A. Some people mailed me money, unsolicited.  

10 I knew them, of course. It wasn’t from strangers.  

11 It was from people I knew through church or in the  

12 community or friendships. I also had a  

13 meet-and-greet at the Windsor Hotel and some  

14 people gave me money there. 

15 Q. So you had one fundraiser? 

16. A. Yes. 

17 Q.  That’s what you’re calling the  

18 meet-and-greet? 

19. A. Yes. 

20 Q. How did you get out word about your  

21 fundraiser, your meet-and-greet? 
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22 A. I sent out invitations. 

23 Q. To whom did you send them? 

24 A. Friends and church friends –  

25 friends from church and friends from the community. 

Page 26 

1 Q. And about how many people attended your  

2 meet-and-greet? 

3 A. 30, maybe. Just a guess. 

4 Q. And, so, in total, in your first campaign,  

5 you think you raised around $2,000? 

6. A. I believe. 

7 Q. What did you spend it on? 

8 A. Advertising. I used yard signs, door  

9 hangers. Business card size ads, if you want to call  

10 them. Mail-outs, radio, T-shirts, I think that’s it. 

11.  Q. About how much, in total, did you spend  

12 on that first campaign? 

13 A. Close to the amount I I had so if  

Case 1:14-cv-00042-WLS   Document 120   Filed 10/05/17   Page 8 of 121



9 
 

14 the amount raised by $2,000, very close to that is  

15 what I spent – oh, I did have an electric billboard, as  

16 well. 

17 Q. What is that? 

18 A. About the time I was running for office,  

19 a company put an electric billboard,  downtown, in  

20 Americus and I advertised on that, as well. 

23 Q. Your list of advertising, I heard radio,  

24 but I did not hear newspaper? 

25 A. Yes. Sorry. 

Page 30 

1 Q. You did newspaper, as well? 

2 A. Yes, I did the paper. Both the Americus  

3 Times Recorder and The Shopper. 

9 Q. What form of advertising looking back do  

10 you think was most effective? 

11 A. The electric billboard. 

12 Q. Why do you say that? 
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13 A. I’ve had people come up to me in the  

14 community who recognized me from the electronic  

15 billboard and didn’t know me. The billboard featured  

16 a picture of me and also what I was running for and  

17 that’s how they knew who I was in the community. 

18 Q. Did you do much campaigning? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. How? 

21 A. I did a lot of walking in neighborhoods.  

22 I had a few girlfriends also walking neighborhoods in  

23 support of me. 

24 Q. How many is a “few” girlfriends? 

25 A. Six, maybe. 

Page 31 

1 Q. And where did you recruit those  

2 volunteers? 

3 A. I play tennis with them. 

4 Q. And would this group of around six women  
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5 walk neighborhoods with you or independently of you? 

6 A. they walked independently of me. They  

7 walked their neighborhoods. 

8 Q. Do you recall what those neighborhoods 
  
9 are? 
 
10 I don't know that they have names, but I 
 
11 can tell you Hidden Lakes, one lives in Hidden Lakes; 
 
12 she walked there. One lives in Dixie Hills. One 
 
13 lives on Rose Avenue. I don't know that that 
 
14 neighborhood has a name. One lives on Valley Drive 
 
15 and one lives in the Lake Collins area on Echols. I 
 
16 don't know if that's considered part of Lake Collins 
 
17 neighborhood of if it even has a name. 
 
18 Q. So those are the neighborhoods in which 

19 Those women went out, knocked on doors for you? 

20 A. That is correct. 

21 Q. So where did you knock on doors? 
 
22 A. I knocked, my neighborhood, which is 
 
23 South Forty. I knocked around Cherokee -- the old 
  
24 Cherokee Elementary School. I walked near the Tripp 
 
25 Street neighborhood. I walked the area close to my 
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Page 32 
 
1 church, Taylor Street, Reese Park area. I walked Lee 
 
2 Street. I walked Plains, the whole town, and I 
 
3 walked the town of Leslie and De Soto. I walked 
 
4 Dogwood Hills. I walked the area across from what 
 
5 used to be Staley Middle School and the area beside 
 
6 there, as well; that would be North Lee Street. 
 
7 Q. And I heard you mention Plains, Leslie 
 
8 and De Soto. Other than those three, are all the 
  
9 other places you mentioned in Americus? 
 
10 A. Yes. 
 
Page 34 
 
1 Q. Okay. How did you choose those 
 
2 neighborhoods to knock doors on? 
 
3 A. I chose Lee Street because I often 
 
4 exercise on Lee Street so it was familiar territory. 
 
5 I chose the area around my church and Reese Park, 
 
6 also, because I knew there were lots of houses, 
 
7 there. I chose the areas on North Lee Street because 
  
8 they were close to schools. My rationale was that 
 
9 people who live close to schools care about the 
 
10 schools. So that would cover North Lee and the old 
 
11 Cherokee -- oh, I forgot to mention one more tennis 
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12 girl. She did the area around the high school, 
 
13 that's why I didn't cover the high school area, 
 
14 myself, because she covered it for me. And then the 
 
15 three out of town, Plains, Leslie and De Soto, 
 
16 because those were communities in our county with 
 
17 which I was not familiar so I just went door-to-door 
 
18 to meet those people. 
 
19 Q. Did you use any election data or voter 
 
20 registration lists to help you target which doors to 
 
21 knock? 
 
22 A. No, I targeted all doors. 
 
Page 35 
 
2 Q. Did you give any speeches, town hall 
 
3 meetings? 
 
4 A. Oh, yes. I attended -- I was invited to 
 
5 a Democrat, I'll call it a gathering of people 
 
6 running for office. Blu Argo was the lady's name who 
 
7 invited me and I believe she was chair of, maybe, the 
 
8 Democratic Party in Sumter County -- I don't know 
 
9 what her title was, exactly. I just know she was the 
 
10 person who invited me. And, for that gathering, it 
 
11 was at a, off of Highway 30 at a place called 
 
12 Magnolia Gardens. It was an apartment complex, but 
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13 they had a, I'll call it a clubhouse, a room, a 
 
14 larger room. And so several people running for 
 
15 school board, several people attended that and people 
 
16 running for different offices, as well. I was 
 
17 invited to a Saturday morning gathering at the 
 
18 Rylander Theater by Len Hicks. I don’t know why he 
 
19 invited me. I don’t know if he’s party affiliated or 
 
20 party affiliation, I don’t know what that was, 
 
21 but he invited me and there were several other people  
 
22 running for office, as well, there, and we were all 
 
23 given a certain length of time to speak. I can’t 
 
24  remember how many minutes it was. And then I also 
 
25  attended Kiwanis, although I was not yet a member of 
 
Page 36 
 
1 Kiwanis. I was invited because they invited all 
 
2 candidates for office and we spoke briefly, there, as 
 
3 well. Those were the three places that I recall 
 
4 giving speeches. 
 
10 Q. ....Anything else you 
 
11 did to campaign? 
 
12 A. I used social media, Facebook. 
 
13 Q. How did you use social media? 
 
14 A. I have a Facebook page already for just 
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15 my personal use and, from it, I created a page, I 
 
16 believe I called it Sylvia Roland, BOE -- Board of 
 
17 Education -- and put out messages about voting. 
 
18 Q. Did you use any other social media? 
 
19 A. No, but I did use email, as well, also. 
 
20 Q. How did you use email? 
 
21 A. I had email addresses of friends in the 
 
22 community and friends from church and I sent out 
 
23 emails, probably two emails. The first one talked a 
 
24 little bit about my career as an educator and, 
 
25 because I was new to the community, I thought that a 
 
Page 37 
 
1 lot of people did not know I was a career educator so 
 
2 I wanted to let them know that. And the second 
 
3 email, maybe closer to time of election, maybe to 
 
4 remind them of when early voting was and the date of 
 
5 the election. 
 
11 Q. ... Why did 
 
12  you run for reelection [in 2016] 
 
13 A. I felt that my first term on the board we 
 
14 were starting to get some momentum going. I felt 
 
15 that the schools were heading in the right direction 
 
16 towards continuing to improve student achievement and 
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17 I wanted to serve on the board as they continued that 
 
18 process. 
 
19 Q. Did you raise money, again? 
 
20 A. No. 
 
21 Q. You did not raise money? 
 
22 A. No 
 
23 Q. Why not? 
 
24 A. Number one, I was extremely busy with my 
 
25 other activities with my charity and church 
 
Page 38 
 
1 activities and number two, I felt that people in the 
 
2 community already knew I was on school board and  
  
3 hoped that they would vote for me, again, because 
 
4 they supported me the first time. 
 
5 Q. Did you advertise in your second 
 
6 go-around? 
 
7 A. I did a little bit of advertising and a 
 
8 little bit of social media, but not to the extent, 
 
9 either one, that I did the first time. I used my own 
 
10 funds. 
 
11 Q. About how much did you spend? 
 
12 A. I'm going to say $1,000. That's just a 
 
13 guess. 
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14 Q. Did you walk neighborhoods and knock on 
 
15 doors? 
 
16 A. I did not. 
 
17 Q. Did your tennis friends do any 
 
18 doorknocking for you? 
 
19 A. No. 
 
20 Q. Any other volunteers? 
 
21 A. No. 
 
22 Q. Did you give any speeches? 
 
23 A. No -- I was invited to one event to give 
 
24 a speech, but I was out of town and I did not send 
 
25 anybody in replacement. 
 
Page 39 
 
1 Q. Okay. You said you did little bit of 
 
2 advertising. Electronic billboard, again? 
 
3 A. Yes. 
 
4 Q. Anything else for advertising? 
 
5 A. The Shopper. I did not use Times 
 
6 Recorder the second go-around. I used yard signs, 
 
7 but they were the yard signs that I used the first 
 
8 election so I didn't spend any money on that kind of 
 
9 advertising; I just recycled. 
 
19 Having now been through it twice, how is 
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20 running for an at-large seat different from running 
 
21 for a district seat? 
 
22 MS. LEWIS: I'm just going to object 
 
23 to that question because it lacks foundation. I 
 
24 thought you had run for an at-large seat both times? 
 
25 THE WITNESS: I did. 
 
Page 40 
 
1 A. So, I don't know, except to say that my 
 
2 advertising has to reach the whole county, not just a 
 
3 specified part of the county. 
 
4. Q. Well, have you talked about campaigns or 
 
5 compared campaign notes with any of your district 
 
6 colleagues? 
 
7 A. No. 
 
8 Q. Or had an opportunity to observe how the 
 
9 campaigns are different? 
 
10 A. No. I saw some signs up in -- this is in 
 
11 the first election -- I saw Meta Crinson had some 
 
12 signs up and I saw that Mike Bussman had some signs. 
 
13 I believe those were the only two other signs -- oh, 
 
14 I saw the opponent of Rick Barnes, I saw one of his 
 
15 signs. And those were the only other places -- only 
 
16 other people running for office, besides my opponent, 
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17 that I saw any signs. And I did see some signs for 
 
18 Mr. Coley, both elections, and Reverend Kitchens when 
 
19 he ran against me the first time I saw some signs. 
 
20 That's the only way I have to compare. 
 
21 Q. Are school board elections partisan? 
 
22 A. They are nonpartisan. 
 
23 Q. Okay. How does that affect your campaign 
 
24 or the election? 
 
25 A. I don’t know that it does. 
 
Page 41 
 
10 Q. Is there a majority vote requirement in 
\ 
11 school board elections? 
 
12 A. Yes. 
 
13 Q. And how does that affect the election? 
 
14 A. Well, I can only speak from my 
 
15 experience. In the 2014 election, there were four of 
 
16 us running for the at-large position and I ended up 
 
17 in a runoff against Mr. Coley so then -- so nobody 
 
18 had the majority in the first election and then I 
 
19 received the majority in the runoff. And then the 
 
20 second election, there were only two of us and so I 
 
21 received the majority. 
 
22 Q. Do you know why there's a majority vote 
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23 requirement in the election. 
 
24 A. I do not. 
 
Page 42 
 
4 Q.  Did you get the most votes in your first 
 
5 election in the first go-around? 
 
6 A. No, I did not. 
 
7 Q. So if there hadn't been a majority vote 
 
8 requirement in that first May 2014 election, you 
 
9 would not have been elected, correct? 
 
10 A. That's correct. 
 
11 Q. Do you know who did get the most votes in 
 
12 that election? 
 
13 A. Yes, Mr. Coley. 
 
14 Q. You said in that first election you had 
 
15 four opponents. Can you tell me, again, who they 
 
16 were? 
 
17 A. Yes. Penny Taft, Reverend David Kitchens 
 
18 and Michael Coley and myself. 
 
19 Q. Who is Ms. Taft? 
 
20 A. She is a lady from Plains who, actually, 
 
21 served on the school board briefly I think -- I can't 
 
22 remember if she was elected or if she was appointed 
 
23 to finish out a term just before the 2014 election. 
 

Case 1:14-cv-00042-WLS   Document 120   Filed 10/05/17   Page 20 of 121



21 
 

24 I believe she was on the board shortly before that 
 
Page 43 
 
1 THE WITNESS: And did you want me to 
 
2 tell you about the others, as well? 
 
3 MR. SELLS: Yeah, please. That was my 
 
4 next question. 
 
5 A. Reverend David Kitchens is a minister who 
 
5 is from Americus, but spent a great deal of his 
 
6 career outside of Americus in the ministry field. 
 
7 And then Mr. Coley is, I believe also a native of 
 
8 Plains and he had -- he served on, I think it was 
 
9 called the Sumter County -- it was when the city and 
 
10 the county schools were different entities. I 
 
11 believe he served on the county system. I don't 
 
13 know what years, but he did have prior school board 
 
14 experience. And  Ithink he had a law enforcement 
 
15 career or part of his career has been in law 
 
16 enforcement. I had not met any of these opponents 
 
17 until close to when we all ran for the office. I may 
 
18 have met Ms. Taft before because she was on the 
 
19 school board and I think, perhaps, I attended a 
 
20 meeting -- I attended several meetings before I ran 
 
21 for office and then when I was running and so I may 
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22 have met her earlier than the other two men. 
 
23 Q. Are any of those candidates 
 
24 African-American? 
 
25 A. Yes, Ms. Taft and Mr. Coley. 
 
Page 44 
 
1 Q. But, Reverand Kitchens is not? 
 
2 A. No. 
 
3 Q. What were the major issues in that 
 
4 initial 2014 campaign? 
 
5 A. I don't know that there were issues. I 
 
6 mean, I had my own issue, which I wanted increased 
 
7 student achievement. It seems to me that I recall 
 
8 that Reverend Kitchens wanted taxes -- he was, 
 
9 perhaps, upset about property tax or -- it just seems 
 
10 to me there was something about taxes with him. And 
 
11 I don't know about the others. I'm sure they wanted 
 
12 a quality school system, as well. 
 
13 Q. Did you in any of your advertising or 
 
14 social media do what they called negative 
 
15 campaigning, campaigning against your opponents 
 
16 rather than in favor of your ideas? 
 
17 A. No, I strictly campaigned using my 
 
18 educational background in hopes that my constituents 
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19 would vote for me because I had the educational 
 
20 background. 
 
21 Q. Was there any negative campaigning from 
 
22 others in the race? 
 
23 A. I don't believe so. 
 
24 Q. How about during the runoff what were the 
 
25 major issues between you and 
 
Page 45  
 
1 Mr. Coley? 
 
2 A. I don't know that there were any. Again, 
 
3 I wanted to be elected on my own merits based on my 
 
4 educational background and I don't recall him having 
 
5 any issues or -- I didn't hear of any negative 
 
6 campaigning that he did, either. 
 
7 Q. Did you have any opponents in the 2016 
 
8 reelection race? 
 
9 A. Yes, Mr. Coley. 
 
10 Q. And what were the issues in the 2016 
 
11 race? 
 
12 A. Again, for me, it was my educational 
 
13 career and continuing the progress that I felt the 
 
14 board had made the first two years I was in office 
 
15 and, again, I didn't hear of Mr. Coley raising any 
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16 particular issues, nor doing any negative 
 
17 campaigning, nor did I do any. 
 
18 Q. Were your opponents in the two election 
 
19 cycles qualified, legitimate candidates, in your 
 
20 view? 
 
21 A. As far as I know because I would think 
 
22 that Mr. Brady in the election office would have 
 
23 disqualified them had they not met the requirements. 
 
24 Q. I'm talking about more than just the 
 
25 requirements, but in terms of qualifications to serve 
 
Page 46 
 
1 on the school board. They weren’t kind of out of 
 
2 left field type candidates, were they? 
 
3. A. Not as far as I know. 
 
4 Q. They all had some experience to bear on 
 
5 the job of being on the school board? 
 
6 A. I think that people bring different 
 
7 backgrounds to school boards. Certainly being an 
 
8 educator is, I think makes me qualified, but it 
 
9 doesn't make me uniquely qualified. I think a school 
 
10 board needs to be made up of all different sorts of 
 
11 backgrounds and so I don't know that they were any 
 
12 less qualified than I was. I just felt my educational 
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13 career was a good reason for people to vote for me. 
 
Page 47 
 
15   Q. Were you involved at all in the effort to 
 
16 redraw the districts? 
 
17 A. No. 
 
18 Q. Do you know who was? 
 
19 A. No. The only thing I recall from my 
 
20 newspaper reading is that there was some kind of 
 
21 federal judge involved somewhere along the way and I 
 
22 have no idea how that came to be. 
 
23 Q. Did the new system play a part in your  
 
24 decision to run 
 
25 A. No. 
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B. Jim Reid (taken March 15, 2017) 
 
Page 9 
 
6 Q. Okay. Mr. Reid, where were you born? 
 
7 A. Americus-Sumter County Hospital. 
 
8 Q. And did you grow up in Sumter County, as 
 
9 well? 
 
10 A. I did. 
 
11 Q. Where did you go to school? 
 
12 A. I started off at Furlow and then I -- for 
 
13 the first and second grades -- and then the third, 
 
14 fourth and fifth grades, I went to New Era and then 
 
15 in the sixth grade, I started at Southland and that's 
16 where I graduated from. 
 
17 Q. Okay. And in what year were you born? 
 
18 A. 1958. 
 
19 Q. You said you went first to Furlow. Can 
 
20 you spell that? 
 
21 A. F-U-R-L-O-W. 
 
22 Q. Okay. That was an elementary school? 
 
23 A. It was at the time.  
 
Page 10 
 
4 Q. And from there you went to New Era. Was 
 
5 that a public school? 
 
6 A. It's a county school out there in the New 
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7 Era community. It was built by the Conservation 
 
8 Corps back in the Depression. 
 
9 Q. And you went there until the sixth grade? 
 
10 A. Went through the fifth grade. 
 
24 Q. And then you went in sixth grade to 
 
25 Southland Academy? 
 
Page 11 
 
1 A. That's correct. 
 
2 Q. Do you remember what year that was? 
 
3 A. I'm -- it's either the Fall of '69 or 
 
4 '70. 
5 Q. Okay. 
 
6 A. Yeah, because I started -- Southland's 
 
7 original location was at the old Anthony School and 
 
8 then at Christmas we moved to -- Christmas break, we 
 
9 moved, the first through the sixth grade moved to the 
 
10 new building, the new location out there on Southland 
 
11 Drive. So it's either going to be the Fall of '69 or 
 
12 '70. 
 
13 Q. Okay. And how long did you attend 
 
14 Southland, all the way through high school? 
 
15 A. Graduated. 
 
16 Q. In which class? 
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17 A. '76. 
 
18 Q. Okay. 
 
19 A. That's the reason it makes me think it 
 
20 was Fall of '69. 
 
Page 12 
 
21 Q. Okay. Now, through your high school and 
 
22 college years you were living at home? 
 
23 A. Yes. 
 
24 Q. Okay. Where was "home?" 
 
25 A. 795 Shiloh Road. 
 
Page 13 
 
1 Q. Okay. So, basically, the same place you 
 
2 live now or close to it? 
 
3 A. I mean, I own the land, same place that 
 
4 my grandfather lived. My grandfather, my maternal 
 
5 grandfather moved to Sumter County in 1926 and my 
 
6 paternal, great-great grandfather moved here in 1841. 
 
7 Q. Okay. 
 
8 A. He was also a member of the very first 
 
9 school board. 
 
10 Q. You mentioned the New Era Community. Is 
 
11 where you live now the New Era community? 
 
13 A. I live in Shiloh community. They closed 
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14 the Shiloh School. Shiloh School was a half of mile 
 
15 of my house so we rode the bus to the -- well, back 
 
16 then, I mean, we had -- they originally had Shiloh, 
 
17 they had New Era, they had Chambless and then they 
 
18 had the ones down in Leslie and they were all pretty 
 
19 much within walking distance of the children in the 
 
20 community or within a buggy ride or some type of 
 
21 transportation because a lot of those schools was 
 
22 built, if  you look at a cornerstone they were either 
 
23 built by the WPA or the -- yeah, they were built by 
 
24 the WPA because Shiloh School still stands. 
 
Page 14 
 
2 Q. So you went to the New Era school because 
 
3 the Shiloh school had been closed? 
 
4 A. Yes. 
 
5 Q. Why was it closed? 
 
6 A. Well, I mean, the County closed it years 
 
7 and years ago. 
 
12 Q. And why did you leave the New Era school 
 
13 and go to Southland in sixth grade? 
 
14 A. Because that's where my father told me I 
 
15 was going to school. 
 
16 Q. All right. Do you have any idea why he 
 

Case 1:14-cv-00042-WLS   Document 120   Filed 10/05/17   Page 29 of 121



30 
 

17 wanted you to switch? 
 
18 A. I assume he had my best interest at 
 
19 heart. 
 
Page 19 
 
22 Q. Do you belong to a church? 
 
23 A. I do. 
 
24 Q. Which church? 
 
25 A. Central Baptist, 
 
Page 20 
 
1 Q. Is it, here, in Americus? 
 
2 A. It is. 
 
3 Q. How long have you been a member of that 
 
4 church? 
 
5 A. December 12, 1995. 
 
6 Q. You remember the exact month, day and 
 
7 year. Why is that -- 
 
8 A. Because I wrote it in the front of my 
 
9 Bible. 
 
10 Q. Okay. 
 
11 A. I grew up in Shiloh and it was a major 
 
12 deal, I mean, I served as Chairman of the Deacons 
 
13 twice and my wife and I met and felt the need to 
 
14 move. I was interested in foreign missions and 
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15 Central had a very active foreign missions program 
 
16 and they also had a -- Shiloh is a small, rural 
 
17 church and Central had a very active youth program so 
 
18 we moved from our church. And it was very gut 
 
19 wrenching decision and so that's the reason I've got 
 
20 it written down. I mean, it was pretty much like 
 
21 pulling a wisdom tooth. 
 
22 Q. You been, basically, a member of Shiloh 
 
23 Baptist Church all your life until that point? 
 
24 A. Yes. My grandfather was a deacon, my 
 
25 daddy was a deacon and my brother and I were deacons.... 
 
Page 25 
 
10  Q. Are you a member of any political party? 
 
11 A. No, not registered. No. 
 
12 Q. Have you been active in any political 
 
13 party? 
 
14 A. No. Never. 
 
15 Q. Why not? 
 
16 A. I just never saw the need. Another thing 
 
17 is time constraints. 
 
18 Q. Are any members of your family involved 
 
19 in politics? 
 
20 A. Not to the best of my knowledge. 
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21 Q. What elective offices have you run for? 
 
22 A. Do you mean like -- school board is it. 
 
23 Q. School board is it. Okay. And how many 
 
24 times have you run for the school board so far? 
 
25 A Once. 
 
Page 26 
 
1 Q. And that was in 2014? 
 
2 A. March of 2014, that's correct. 
 
3 Q. Why did you run for the school board? 
 
4 A. I felt that I had business -- I felt that 
 
5 I had expertise that I could lend, that I could 
 
6 offer. 
 
7 Q. What expertise is that? 
 
8 A. Financial, from taking two companies to 
 
9 the top. As far as our farming operation, before I 
 
10 turned 30 my brother and I, our operation was deemed 
 
11 the best in the United States through the Farm 
 
12 Bureau, the American Farmers Association. And then 
 
13 at that same time, there's another organization, 
 
14 Successful Farming, and we competed against farmers 
 
15 of all ages all over the United States, we were 
 
16 ranked as high as No. 18 in the nation. When we 
 
17 bought this irrigation dealership, it was one of the 
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18 poorest performing in the United States out of 270 
 
19 dealers and, within 10 years, we had a ranked in the 
 
20 top 10 and then they came out with a new ranking 
 
21 where they picked what they refer to as the premier 
 
22 level and out of, it was either 270 or 275 dealers, 
 
23 they named six dealerships and we owned two of the 
 
24 six. We owned a third of the top dealers. So we 
 
25 took it to worst to best in 10 years. 
 
Page 28 
 
17 Q. Getting back to your run for the school 
 
18 board, you mentioned you had this expertise that you 
 
19 thought you could offer. At the time, all of your 
 
20 children were well out of school? 
 
21 A. That's correct. 
 
22 Q. You didn't have any children or 
 
23 grandchildren in this Sumter County schools, right? 
 
24 A. That is correct. 
 
25 Q. And you still don’t to this day, right? 
 
Page 29 
 
1 A. That is correct. 
 
2 Q. So why was the Sumter County schools 
 
3 something that you would want to lend your expertise 
 
4 to? 
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5 A. Because the Constitution gives me the 
 
6 right. And I'm a taxpayer. 
 
7 Q. All right. 
 
8 A. I pay a lot of property tax. I mean, I'm 
 
9 interested in the well-being in the future of this 
 
10 county. My family had a stake, here, in 1841 and I 
 
11 want to make sure that this county continues to 
 
12 prosper. 
 
13 Q. Tell me a little bit more about the 
 
14 property tax aspect of it? 
 
15 A. Well, I pay it and it goes -- I think 
 
16 anyone that pays taxes, I mean, you've got to realize 
 
17 that a tax dollar represents a sacrifice, want or 
 
18 need of the person that pays that dollar and so we 
 
19 would like to think that it was being spent wisely. 
 
29 Also, just as it -- and, really, we 
 
21 think of tax dollars as an expense. We're allowed to 
 
22 write them off on our income tax return as an 
 
23 expense, but, if used properly, they really should be 
 
24 an investment and we should get a return on it, that 
 
25 return being that you provide, the county keeps up 
 
Page 30 
 
1 our roads, bridges, law enforcement, fire protection, 
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2 you know, public services for the public. And so 
 
3 we'd like to think that they were spent wisely and, 
 
4 if they're not, then we have to, there's a civic 
 
6 responsibility of participating in the system to see 
 
7 if you can effect change. 
 
14 Q. Well, why 2014? Why not sooner? Why not 
 
15 later? What got it in your head that you thought you 
 
16 wanted to do that? 
 
17 A. Really, the opportunity just presented 
 
18 itself. 
 
19 Q. How did it present itself? 
 
20 A. Well, I think I was, as you pointed out, 
 
21 I had my, my children were out. I didn't have the 
 
22 demands of all the activities of going to all of 
 
23 their activities. We had had this new business 
 
24 established and I felt like I had it somewhat under 
 
25 control and so the time was just right. And I just 
 
Page 31 
 
1 had the urge to participate. 
 
9 Q. So for your first and only run for the  
 
10 school board did you do any fundraising? 
 
11 A. No. I hate reports and I reckon when I 
 
12 went up to qualify they gave me that paper and said 
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13 if I raised over $500 then I had to start keeping all 
 
14 these records. I had two donations that were $100 
 
15 each and I paid for everything else so that kept me 
 
16 under the $500 limit and I made sure I spent less 
 
17 than $500. All I bought was my yard signs and I had 
 
18 bought those from a company in Montgomery, Alabama 
 
19 and I done forgot what they costs, but I made sure I 
 
20 stayed under the $500 limit. 
 
21 Q. You had two donations? 
 
22 A. Yes. 
 
23 Q. Do you remember who they were from? 
 
24 A. One was from a lady I do not know. I do 
 
25 not know who she was. And I do not remember the  
 
Page 32 
 
1 name. And another one was from Ms. Nancy Gaston. 
 
2 Q. Who is Nancy Gaston? 
 
3 A. She's just a lady that lives out in 
 
4 Concord community. 
 
5 Q. Did you ask her for a donation? 
 
6 A. I never asked a single person for a 
 
7 donation; they just showed up in the mail. 
 
8 Q. Did Ms. Gaston ever tell you why she was 
 
9 donating $100? 
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10 A. She did not; I didn't ask. 
 
11 Q. Did you know her before she donated the 
 
12 money? 
 
13 A. Yes, I mean, her husband farmed. They 
 
14 lived in the community -- well, they lived in 
 
15 Concord, the next community over because, see, it was 
 
16 Concord School, that's the one to the west of Shiloh. 
 
17 Q. You mentioned yard signs, you spent some 
 
18 money on yard signs. What else did you spend your 
 
19 campaign funds on? 
 
20 A. That was it. 
 
21 Q. That was it. 
 
22 A. No paper, no radio. I just remember 
 
23 putting those yard signs out. 
 
24 Q. All right. Well, tell me about that. 
 
25 How did you distribute the yard signs, where did you 
 
Page 33 
 
1 distribute that – let’s start with how. 
 
2 A. My wife and I loaded those things in the 
 
3 truck and we road around and put them out, but before 
 
4 we did I printed off a map, first off, of my 
 
5 district. And the law says that you're responsible 
 
6 for picking up your yard signs so as we rode and I 
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7 put one out, my wife took that map and she marked a 
 
8 red "X" so that then we could backtrack and when I 
 
9 was backtracking, I asked myself what in the world 
 
10 was I thinking. Putting out is bad enough, but 
 
11 picking them up worse. That's it. 
 
12 Q. Well, how did you determine where to put 
 
13 them? 
 
14 A. I rode down all -- I knew where my 
 
15 district -- well, my district pretty much entails the 
 
16 western half of the county. We rode down every road 
 
17 and so if there was a stop sign, the logic to me, my 
 
18 logic process was, well, if I was pulling up to a 
 
19 stop sign, if I could put that sign in the proximity 
 
20 of that stop sign or a road intersected, a dead end, 
 
21 if there was a crossroad, that's where I put my 
 
22 signs. 
 
23 Q. So you put most of your signs on the  
 
24 public right-of-way, not in people’s yards? 
 
25 Yes, I put them on the public 
 
Page 34 
 
1 right-of-way; no, I did not put them in anybody's 
 
2 yard because that meant I had to go to the door and 
 
3 knock on the door and ask for permission. I'm all 
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4 about efficiency and I was in a hurry. 
 
5 Q. Was there any rhyme or reason to where in 
 
6 your district you put them? 
 
7 A. I tried to canvas the entire, my entire 
 
8 -- I tried to canvas it from north to south, east to 
 
9 west. I mean, believe it or not, my district, it 
 
10 comes up what we know as South Lee Street and comes 
 
11 there on Glessner Street and turns up on – Americus 
 
12 High School is actually in my district. It's in the 
 
13 city limits on there, but it is in my district and 
 
14 then it goes up to Church Street and runs back out to 
 
15 280. So, I mean, I -- the problem is I came up there 
 
16 and I found a little public right-of-way, but once 
 
17 you got in the city limits it was hard because there 
 
18 wasn't a lot of public property there and I made sure 
 
19 I didn't put it on private property. 
 
20 Q. So you didn't put many signs inside the 
 
21 City? 
 
22 A. Not inside the city limits. 
 
23 Q. Okay. You mentioned that you had a map 
 
24 of your district. Where did you get the map? 
 
25 A. I just went on the website, printed it 
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Page 35 
 
1 off the website. 
 
2 Q. Do you remember when you first saw a map 
 
3 of the districts? 
 
4 A. Right before I decided to run. I needed 
 
5 to know what all that entailed so I just went to the 
 
6 Board of Elections and printed it off. 
 
Page 36 
 
2 Q. Besides yard signs, what else did you do 
 
3 to campaign for office? 
 
4 A. I'm not trying to be a smart aleck, but I 
 
5 told you, nothing, and I serious. I didn't give any 
 
6 speeches. To the best of my knowledge, I didn't run 
 
7 any ads in the Times Recorder and I didn't run any 
 
8 radio advertising. That would be the only three 
 
9 things I could do. 
 
10 Q. Okay. Well, we hadn't covered speeches 
 
11 so, thank you, for clarifying that. Did you ever 
 
12 meet with an editorial board? 
 
13 A. Never. Heck, nobody -- well, let me back 
 
14 up. Back up. If you go back and pull the Times 
 
15 Recorder, Beth Alston called and she -- we did a 
 
16 telephone interview. But, she interviewed every 
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17 candidate that was running so it was not an editorial 
 
18 board, but, yet, she called me as a reporter, but, 
 
19 technically, at the time I think she was editor of 
 
20 the paper. So that may fit in the boundaries of your 
 
21 question. 
 
22 Q. Did you do any other interviews? 
 
23 A. I had to assume that she or someone from 
 
24 the paper interviewed everybody because there was 
 
25 that little -- she wrote that little article about 
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1 every candidate. And, now, if I remember it, she may 
 
2 have sent me a questionnaire or something, a paper I 
 
3 had to fill out. I can't remember. And, the only 
 
4 other thing is the Kiwanis Club, at one of their 
 
5 meetings, had a Meet the Candidates forum, but all 
 
6 they did was, they recognized us and asked us to 
 
7 stand up. They didn't ask us any questions. It 
 
8 wasn't like a deal where we were all sitting up here 
 
9 at the table and they could ask you questions. They 
 
10 just recognized us and that was it. 
 
11 Q. So in your one race for school board who 
 
12 were your opponents? 
 
13 A. There was a lady from Plains and her name 
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14 was Fitzpatrick -- Fitzsimmons -- something like 
 
15 that. It was "Fitz" something, if I remember 
 
16 correctly. Never met her, because, like at that 
 
17 Kiwanis Club deal, she didn't show up.  
 
Page 39 
 
12 Q. Do you remember the results of your 
 
13 election? 
 
14 A. I garnered over 600 votes and she 
 
15 garnered in the high 200s. I'm thinking I was in the 
 
16 low 600s and she was in the high 200s. 
 
21 Q. Do you have 
 
22 any theories as to why you won that election? 
 
23 A. I do not. The way I looked at it, I was 
 
24 applying for the job and I was hired. And I could be 
 
25 fired in two more years – really less then two 
 
Page 40 
 
1 years. 
20 Q. Now, you've listed in Sumter County all 
 
21 your life? 
 
22 A. That would be correct. 
 
23 Q. And you're pretty familiar with the 
 
24 county, in general 
 
25 Yes. 
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Page 48 
 
22 Q. Were you involved in the passage of House 
 
23 Bill 836 at all? 
 
24 A. I had no knowledge that it was even in 
 
25 the process until the process got started and the 
 
Page 49 
 
1 Times Recorder started working on it. 
 
10 Q. Did you speak with any legislators about 
 
11 it? 
 
13 12 A. No. I didn't know about it to speak to 
 
14 them about it. I had no reason to speak to them. 
 
15 Q. And as you sit here today do you know why 
 
16 the legislature adopted that plan? 
 
17 A, Not really.  
 
Page 52 
 
15 Q. Where did they [Reid’s children] go to school? 
 
16 A. All three of them attended and graduated 
 
17 from Southland Academy.  
 
Page 53 
 
13 Q. Okay. Well, why did you choose to send 
 
14 them to Southland? 
 
15 A. My wife and I thought it was in their 
 
16 best interest. And, just for the record, my wife 
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17 graduated from Americus High. 
 
18 Q. Why did you think it was in their best 
 
19 interest to go to Southland? 
 
20 A. Well, it would provide a stronger 
 
21 educational background. I felt like there was more 
 
22 rigor to the program. 
 
Page 54 
 
21 Q. Why would parents send their kids to 
 
22 school in other counties? 
 
23 A. I can't really -- I can't speak for them. 
 
24 I can't really speak for them, but from the outside 
 
25 looking in, obviously, they would, the perception 
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1 would have to be that the quality of the education 
 
2 was better. 
 
3 Q. Do you think now that you're on the 
 
4 school board that that perception is correct? 
 
5 A. Data proves it is. 
 
6 Q. What "data?" 
 
7 A. CCRPI scores. It's a known fact, it's 
 
8 public record we're struggling and we address it and 
 
9 we talk about it every meeting. 
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Page 59  
 
12 Q. Well, if I asked you to explain to 
 
13 someone who is not from Sumter County what race 
 
14 relations were like in Sumter County in the year 2017 
 
15 how would you explain that? 
 
16 A. The citizenry, as a whole, that is 
 
17 interested in the well-being of this County are 
 
18 working to move forwarded in a unified front because 
 
19 as I told you we had that college and career academy 
 
20 meeting yesterday and different companies sent their 
 
21 different representatives and the races, you know, 
 
22 there was African-American and Whites in leadership 
 
23 positions, there, representing their companies and 
 
24 everyone was treated with the same amount of respect 
 
25 and every person's opinion was given the same amount 
 
Page 60 
 
1 of weight and the success of our application, which 
 
2 is a $3,000,000 grant depends on the community 
 
3 working together and it depends on the business 
 
4 community and the community as a whole supporting 
 
5 that college and career academy. So, yes, people are 
 
6 working towards that. 
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17 Q. How much of an issue has race been in the 
 
18 workings of the school board since you've been on it, 
 
19 in your opinion? 
 
20 A. Obviously, when we first started it was 
 
21 the elephant in the room. But, we have all tried to 
 
22 work together for the improvement of this school 
 
23 system and we've all tried to find common ground and 
 
24 we've worked hard trying to respect and appreciate 
 
25 each other's opinions and their views on things. And 
 
Page 64 
 
1 the greatest is the hiring of our current 
 
2 superintendent, that was a 7-0 vote. And he rose to 
 
3 the top out of a field of 37 applicants so to me that 
 
4 7-0 vote speaks volumes. 
 
9 Q. Well, how would you explain that to 
 
10 someone who is not familiar with Sumter County? 
 
11 A. I don't know if I could verbalize it or 
 
12 not. I just don't. But, as we met and as we gelled 
 
13 it became obvious that everybody had seeing Sumter 
 
14 County move forward. We were interested in the 
 
15 improvement of the school system and we were all 
 
16 interested in seeing our test scores improve and 
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17 we're all committed. Now, we may have different 
 
18 opinions as to the best way to proceed or the best 
 
19 road to take, but I would think, my opinion is, that 
 
20 we all have the same goal in mind, providing these 
 
21 children with the best education possible. 
 
Page 66 
 
2 Q. Okay. Now, you and Ms. Fitzpatrick were 
 
3 running for the same district so did you ever see any 
 
4 signs around your area for her? 
 
5 A. I did not. 
 
6 Q. Did you ever get any mailers from her? 
 
7 A. Not to the best of my recollection. 
 
8 Q. Did anybody ever come to your door asking 
 
9 you to vote for her? 
 
10 A. No ma’am. They did not. 
 
11 Q. Did you see any advertising for her? 
 
12 A. I do not remember any. 
 
13 Q. Did you get any endorsements from 
 
14 anybody? Did the paper endorse you -- 
 
15 A. No, ma'am. 
 
16 Q. -- or any elected official endorse you? 
 
17 A. Stood on my own two feet. 
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C. Alice Green (taken February 13, 2017) 
 
Page 9 
 
19 Q.  Okay. Where were you living at the 
 
20 time? 
 
21 A. When I got married/ 
 
22 Q. Yes. 
 
23 A. I stayed in Americus. 
 
24 Okay. 
 
25  A. I got married in ’74, but I got a job in 
 
Page 10 
 
1 Americus in ’73, I think. 
 
2 Q. Okay. Well, tell me a little bit about 
 
3 your employment history. 
 
4 A. Well, I've taught all my years. The 
 
5 first job was teaching and my last job was teaching. 
 
6 I first started off in Macon County and that was 
 
7 1967 and I taught there until 1973 when I came to 
 
8 Sumter County and I've taught the rest of the years, 
 
9 here, in Sumter Country. 
 
Page 11 
 
6 Q. And how about when you came to Sumter 
 
7 County in ’73? 
 
8 A. They were integrated. 
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9 Q. Were they fully integrated by that time? 
 
10 A. I think. It's been a long time. I'm 
 
11 thinking they were integrated because I remember 
 
12 teaching African-Americans and Caucasians. 
 
13 Q. I suppose I should circle back and ask 
 
14 in Macon County you were teaching Black students? 
 
15 A. Black students. 
 
Page 12 
 
13 Q. Do you belong to a church? 
 
14 A. I do. 
 
15 Q. Which one? 
 
16 A. Christian Missionary Baptist Church, 
 
17 Americus, Georgia. 
 
18 Q. How long have you been a member of that 
 
19 church? 
 
20 A. I want to say, approximately, 39 years. 
 
Page 22 
 
7 Q. You're not involved with the Democratic 
 
8 Party, for example, or the Republican Party? 
 
9 A. No. 
 
10 Q. Do you have any family members who are 
 
11 involved in political activity? 
 
12 A. No, not that I'm aware of. 
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Page 35 
 
21 Q. So then when you ran in 2002 you were 
 
22 running, essentially, for reelection? 
 
23 A. Reelection. 
 
24 Q. Did you do much campaigning in that 
 
25 election? 
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1 A. I did. 
 
2 Q. Okay. Tell me what you did? 
 
3 A. I knocked on doors. 
 
4 Q. Okay. 
 
5 A. I sent out letters. I did radio ads, 
 
6 newspaper ads. I had attended political forums. 
 
Page 36 
 
10 Q. Did you raise money? 
 
11 A. No, I did not. 
 
12 Q. Why not? 
 
13 A. I just never did because it is an 
 
14 expense, but it's not that much of an expense and I 
 
15 didn't want to get into that. 
 
16 Q. Okay. So you funded the radio and 
 
17 newspaper ads -- 
 
18 A. I did. 
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19 Q. -- out of your own pocket? 
 
20 A. I did. For every election, I have never  
 
21 had a fundraiser or raised money for that. 
 
22 Q. Thinking back to the 2002 election, you 
 
23 said you knocked on doors. And this was a district 
 
24 election? 
 
25 A. My district.  
 
Page 37 
 
1 Q.  So did you knock on doors in all 
 
2 neighborhoods? 
 
3 A. All neighborhoods. 
 
4 Q. Okay. 
 
5 A. I knocked on every door in my district. 
 
6 I covered the entire district. 
 
7 Q. You knocked on every door? 
 
8 A. Every door that I -- yeah, that I -- 
 
9 yeah, because I mapped it out, looked at my district 
 
10 -- it's a big district -- looked at the streets. 
 
11 Q. Do you remember the racial demographics 
 
12 of your district? 
 
13 A. I don't remember the numbers, but I know 
 
14 it was more African-American than White. 
 
15 Q. Did you knock on White doors? 
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16 A. I did. 
 
17 Q. And how were you received when you were 
 
18 knocking on the doors of White families? 
 
19  A. Most of the time, quite well. They 
 
20 didn't say I'm not going to vote for you. They took 
 
21 the literature. There were very few people that 
 
22 asked questions and you can tell from the questions 
 
23 they were asking and what they were saying that, 
 
24 well, they're not going to vote. But, at least I  
 
25 made that effort. 
 
Page 39 
 
1 Q.  Did you campaign any differently in 
 
2 those subsequent elections? 
 
3 A. I did, basically, the same thing except 
 
4 I added Facebook pages, a little technology. But, I 
 
5 did basically the same thing. I'm from the old 
 
6 school. I believe in knocking on doors and I did. 
 
Page 41 
 
14 Q. ... How do you think it would affect your 
 
15 campaign or campaigning if you were to run for one 
 
16 of the at-large seats? 
 
17 A. That's a big -- that's a lot to run for 
 
18 one of the at-large seats. I would have to do it 
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19 different because there's no way I could knock on 
 
20 every door so I would just have to use a different 
 
21 strategy. 
 
22 Q. Would it be a more difficult campaign? 
 
23 A. It would be. 
 
24 Q. How so? 
 
25 A. For me, personally, like I said, in my 
 
Page 42 
 
1 district I like to get out and meet the people and 
 
2 talk to them about my platform. But, with the 
 
3 district at-large, I wouldn't be able to do that and 
 
4 then I would have to get committees to help me cover 
 
5 those districts and the campaign would totally be 
 
6 different. I would have to get some help. It 
 
7 wouldn't be a personal thing. 
 
Page 70 
 
25 Q. And you know, Ms. Green, don’t you, that 
 
Page 71 
 
1 while the General Assembly will listen to what 
 
2 school boards and commissions may have to say about 
 
3 their maps, ultimately, the decision about how many 
 
4 members are on the school board and what districts 
 
5 look like are up to the General Assembly? 
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6 A. I mean – yeah. 
 
25 Q. Okay. And so the General Assembly has 
 
Page 72  
 
1 never passed a different plan for the Sumter County 
 
2 Board of Education since 2012, other than the 5 
 
3 districts, 2 at-large, correct? I mean, there's 
 
4 never been another one passed by the General 
 
5 Assembly, right? 
 
6 A. To my knowledge. 
 
7 Q. Okay. And is it correct that a court 
 
8 ordered the Sumter County Board of Education to move 
 
9 forward with the 5 district, 2 at-large seats and 
 
10 that you got a letter from SACS telling you need 
 
11 to do what the district court tells you? 
 
12  A. Uh-huh 
 
13 Q. That’s right? 
 
14 A. Uh-huh. 
 
15 MS. LEWIS: I'm sorry. You have to 
 
16 say "Yes" or "No." 
 
17 THE WITNESS: Sorry 
 
18 A. Yes. 
 
19 Q. And that if you didn't do what the court 
 
20 had ordered, then it was a violation of Required Act 
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21 II that was part of your progress report, right? 
 
22 A. Right. 
 
Page 91 
 
12 Q. Mr. Sells was asking you about how 
 
13 nonpartisan races may or may not affect the 
 
14 election. Am I understanding you correctly today 
 
15 that Black candidates have a better chance of 
 
16 winning if they have a "D" after their name, rather 
 
17 than nothing? 
 
18 A. I say that, traditionally. I think that 
 
19 Black voters tend to vote Democrat; that's what I 
 
20 think. 
 
21 Q. And do you think that's still the case  
 
22 today? 
 
23 A. That’s my opinion. 
 
24 Q. You think that’s still the case today in 
 
25 Sumter County? 
 
Page 92 
 
1 Largely, for a lot of them. 
 
Page 98 
 
6 Q. Well, I'm asking you to assume that the 
 
7 voting age population in Sumter County is majority 
 
8 Black, alright. If the voting age population is 
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9 majority Black, then, if you have an at-large 
 
10 election, shouldn't a candidate that the Black 
 
11 community prefers, shouldn't that person be able to 
 
12 get elected? 
 
13 A. I thought we just said that they don't 
 
14 go and vote. 
 
15 Q. Okay. 
 
16 A. If they don’t vote, they don’t. 
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D. Deposition of Frederick G. McBride (taken November 14, 2014) [Doc. 38] 
 
Page 26 
 
16 Q. So I think from the timing, you got your 

17 Ph.D. in 2002, started really getting more into map 

18 drawing after that point. So by 2007 you were being 

19 involved as kind of a -- were you an internal expert 

20 for the ACLU? 

21 A. Yes, yes. 

22 Q. But not a testifying expert? 

23 A. No, no. I would do the preliminary 

24 statistics and mapping. I would do all the initial 

25 work to determine if the Gingles factors could be met. 

Page 27 
 
1 Q. And then were there other experts that 

2 came into the case to be the testifying experts in 

3 those cases? 

4 A. Yes. That was people like Steve Cole and 

5 John Ruth, who I remember those two specifically. 

Page 44 

7 Q. Would you agree that Dr. Owen is an expert 

8 on statistics and the Voting Rights Act? 

9 A. Yes. 
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Page 47 

3 Q. So would it be accurate to say that for 

4 the period of 2002 to 2014 you selected each race 

5 where there was a black/white contest for the Sumter 

6 County School Board? 

7 A. Yes. 

Page 50 

4 A. I know what it is. I can't say I 

5 recognize it. 

6 Q. Okay. And what is it? 

7 A. Active voters by race and gender, so I'm 

8 taking it it's voter registration. 

9 Q. And does it have a date to indicate when 

10 this data is current? 

11 A. August 2014. 

12 Q. So if you turn to the third page there, I 

13 think you'll see a total for Sumter County. 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. Now, I am not the world's greatest math 

16 person; so I added these on a calculator beforehand so 

17 I would know what these numbers were. It looks like 

18 when you combine the black male not of Hispanic 

19 origin, there's 2,822, is that correct, for Sumter 
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20 County? 

21 A. I see it here, yes. 

22 Q. And then for female 4,457? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. And then when I totaled those, I got 7,279 

25 individuals. 

Page 51 

1 A. Okay. 

2 Q. So I'm going to ask you to accept that my 

3 number is calculated correctly. 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q. Similarly, if you add the male and female 

6 members of white not of Hispanic origin, I get 7,266 

7 as the sum of that. So there's more black registered 

8 voters in Sumter County as of August 2014 than white 

9 registered voters in Sumter County in August 2014. 

10 A. Okay. 

11 Q. Would that have any impact on your 

12 analysis at all of the racial makeup or the elections 

13 in Sumter County? 

14 A. I don't know about the -- it's difficult 

15 to use that in terms of the elections because many of 

16 the precincts in Sumter County are split. And they 
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17 have consolidated and merged and changed precinct 

18 boundaries ever since 2002. And so you can't rely on 

19 a total figure like that because, although you can use 

20 census blocks and all to designate voting-age 

21 population, you can't do it with registration or it's 

22 going to be more problematic to do it with 

23 registration. 

Page 53 

15 Q. There we go. I see that. Thank you. 

16 Dr. McBride, do have any personal knowledge about kind 

17 of the socioeconomic situation in Sumter County aside 

18 from the census data? 

19 A. Not aside -- not that much aside from the 

20 data that was prepared for this analysis. 

Page 54 

2 Q. Okay. Do you consider yourself on expert 

3 on the socioeconomic conditions in Sumter County? 

4 A. I consider myself knowledgeable. An 

5 expert about it specifically, I don't think I could 

6 call myself that. 

7 Q. Now, from the American Community Survey, 

8 you looked at the education as kind of your first 

9 category there. How did you select the categories 
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10 that you looked at from the ACS data? 

11 A. I looked at previous reports where this 

12 information was used in case, provided -- well, 

13 previous reports from Bill Cooper, and I just pretty 

14 much followed his method. 

15 Q. So the categories that you selected were 

16 based on the categories Mr. Cooper generally selected? 

17 A. Over the course of a lot of years, yes. 

Page 78 

18 Q. How did you go about determining who the 

19 minority community candidate of choice was in each of 

20 these elections? 

21 A. In looking at the estimates from 

22 regression and King and identifying where a sufficient 

23 number of minority members supported a candidate, I 

24 identified that as the minority-preferred candidate. 

25 Q. And what was a sufficient number? 

Page 79 

1 A. It could be 50. One candidate has 50.5. 

2 Some have 49, 48. And I still considered those 

3 candidates of choice. One particular race has two 

4 candidates that split, two minority candidates where I 

5 think they split the estimates. 
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Page 80 

22 particular issue with it. But it may be hard -- I 

23 can't really say. I think they would, because the 

Page 81 

1 are out trying to get votes. So I'm not sure if you 

2 have to be 50 percent plus one absolutely designates a 

3 minority-preferred candidate. 

4 The courts may differ with me. But what 

5 do you do if a candidate is 49 percent and no one else 

6 is even close and why can't that person be a 

7 minority-preferred candidate? That's a question that 

8 I have. That's an issue I have. 

9 Q. So, I mean, you're the expert in this 

10 case. So in conducting your analysis in the scenario 

11 I described with the three candidates that split it 

12 40/40/20 and the African American candidates are both 

13 defeated, you would have determined that both of those 

14 candidates were preferred candidates? 

15 A. Along with some other factors because, as 

16 some other experts suggest, you cannot do 

17 candidate-specific analysis. You have to look at 

18 other factors, perhaps testimony or evidence from the 

19 community, from the actual voters, besides just the 
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20 estimates from your statistics. It may require a bit 

21 more investigation than just looking at a number and 

22 going yes or no. 

23 Q. In this case did you conduct any kind of 

24 investigation like that for any races? 

25 A. No. 

Page 83 

11 Q. And of the three methods, isn't ecological 

12 inference the most robust method? 

13 A. Yes. 

Page 88 

9 Q. So if the county included the precinct 

10 information, then you could get a much more precise 

11 estimate? 

12 A. Yes, you could. I mean, well, you could 

13 get -- you could get a better estimate. I can't argue 

14 if it's more precise because you're still going to 

15 have the same number of precincts. I mean, you're 

16 still going to have a limited number in some of these 

17 races. 

Page 89 

9 separate formulas, if you will. But today you don't 

10 have to hand-do them. So it's presenting all this 
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11 data for you once you input all the variables. 

12 Q. So then my question is: If you knew the 

13 exact turnout information by race, isn't that one less 

14 formula that has to be calculated? 

15 A. I think it gives you better estimates. It 

16 gives you better estimates, but it's still going to -- 

17 again, as you indicated, estimates, it's still going 

Page 96 

5 Q. Did you ever consider running any 

6 exogenous elections for Sumter County? 

7 A. I did not. I did not. I thought -- I did 

8 not. 

Page 97 

6 the tables, 125 people or so. I have never run 

7 statistics with ACS, not this type. 

Page 101 

17 Q. Okay. I just want to make sure. But you 

18 would agree with me, wouldn't you, that if you got a 

19 result that was over 100 you would consider that not 

20 to be reliable if it was a King number? 

21 A. I would consider there to be an error. 

22 Q. Okay. 

23 A. Some specification error, perhaps some 
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24 data input. 

Page 110 

19 Q. Okay. So on our little summary table 

20 here, is it accurate to say you found there was 

21 cohesion, the black-preferred candidate won, and there 

22 was no racial polarization? 

23 A. Yes. 

Page 111 

22 Q. But this is a case where the 

23 black-preferred candidate succeeded, correct? 

24 A. Yes, yes. 

Page 114 

25 Q. If that range could take that number down 

Page 115 

1 below 40 percent in the standard error, would that 

2 change your analysis about whether she was the 

3 black-preferred candidate and whether the content was 

4 polarized? 

5 A. It possibly could. But, again, the number 

6 of observations here is really affecting the results 

7 of the analysis. 

8 Q. And so can you describe for me a little 

9 bit the number of observations affecting the analysis. 
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10 It's affecting the reliability of the analysis, that 

11 it's not necessarily reliable? 

12 A. It's affecting the estimates. It's 

13 affecting the estimates. Again, less confidence or -- 

14 how can I say it. Less reliable but not necessarily 

15 unreliable. It's just less reliable. And that's -- I 

16 can't find a way to quantify that any better. 

Page 116 

4 Q. And I just wanted to ask how you made the 

5 determination on preference because both J.C. Reid and 

6 Ms. Fitzpatrick indicate having over 50 percent black 

7 voting percentage in the race? 

8 A. I went with the candidate that seemed -- 

9 well, there's going to be some error here because it's 

10 over 100; but I went with the candidate that had the 

11 greatest number. 

12 Q. Okay.  

15 Q. All right. And then for Ms. Green in 

16 2014, Board of Education 5, it looks like it was -- 

17 let's see. We have the black-preferred candidate was 

18 successful in that race, right? 

19 A. Yes. 
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Page 117 

6 Q. In your expert analysis, do you consider 

7 this race to be relevant to the question of racial 

8 polarization in voting? 

9 A. I think it's relevant. But as a footnote, 

10 it's a runoff race. And then he's going to lose in 

11 the runoff. 

Page 120 

4 Q. And then if it is being included to show 

5 racial polarization under Prong 2, shouldn't it also 

6 be included to show that the black-preferred candidate 

7 wasn't defeated under Prong 3? 

8 A. I have trouble with that because he wasn't 

9 defeated, but he didn't win either. It's a -- it's a 

Page 121 

16 Q. So it's your testimony, then, that this 

17 contest is relevant for purposes of Prong 2 and really 

18 isn't relevant at all for purposes of Prong 3? 

19 A. My testimony is that it's relevant. I 

20 think it's relevant to look at all of the 

21 circumstances here because it's going to lead to a 

22 runoff. I can't say that he won and I can't say that 

23 he lost. Neither can I say that with reference to 
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24 Patricia -- well, not Patricia -- Sylvia Roland. I 

25 can't say there's a winner or loser here. He has more 

Page 122 

1 votes than the other one. But if he really won the 

2 election, why do we have a runoff? I can't say he 

3 won. 

4 Q. Well, let's move on to our four-year 

5 at-large. This is one where there was a black 

6 preference, and that candidate was defeated, correct? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Okay. So that leaves us to our runoff 

9 that we've been discussing. So July we have the 

10 two-year at-large runoff. In that election Mr. Coley 

11 was the preferred candidate and he was defeated, 

12 correct? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. So then we go to 2010, District 3. And 

15 this is a race where there is a clear black 

16 preference; but the black-preferred candidate 

17 succeeds, correct? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. Okay. Then in 2008, Board of Education 

20 District 1, this is another example where the 

Case 1:14-cv-00042-WLS   Document 120   Filed 10/05/17   Page 68 of 121



69 
 

21 black-preferred candidate succeeds, correct? 

22 A. Yes. 

Page 123 

2 Q. And let me just ask you, in that one do 

3 King numbers on the black voter percentage for Harris 

4 and Seay total to 136 percent, 137 percent? 

5 A. I see it, yes. 

6 Q. So your testimony is you don't know what 

7 that means until you come to the standard error? 

8 A. I'm pretty sure there's a -- I'm almost 

9 certain there's a high standard error there. 

Page 125 

10 Q. Why did you make that reliance? 

11 A. Because when I look at the percent 

12 nonblack voters voting for a candidate, there's almost 

13 a consistent pattern with -- well, not consistent, but 

14 there is nonblack voters voting for Donna Minich. And 

15 I'm thinking, well, I guess it's just a judgment call 

16 because of the estimates. And I just -- I indicated 

17 Carolyn B. Seay because of the BERA. I just put more 

18 weight on the regression estimate there.  

19 Q. If it's a judgment call, could someone 

20 reasonably say that Donna Minich was the 

Case 1:14-cv-00042-WLS   Document 120   Filed 10/05/17   Page 69 of 121



70 
 

21 black-preferred candidate in that race? 

22 A. I'm sure you can, yes. 

23 Q. And if Ms. Minich was the black-preferred 

24 candidate, she would have been successful, wouldn't 

25 she? 

Page 126 

1 A. If she were the black-preferred candidate, 

2 she would have been successful, yes. 

Page 127 

3 Q. So for the 2002 Board of Education Race 3, 

4 you would agree with me, wouldn't you, that it's 

5 questionable at best whether or not the 

6 black-preferred candidate was defeated? 

7 A. Questionable, yes. 

8 Q. And it's very possible that the 

9 black-preferred candidate succeeded, right? 

10 A. It's a matter of looking at the estimates, 

11 yes. And I think it's going to require more in-depth 

12 analysis. 

13 Q. And you didn't perform a more in-depth 

14 analysis about this race, did you? 

15 A. No. 
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Page 129 

10 Q. So if we did that, you would have 5 of 11 

11 races where the black-preferred candidate succeeded, 

12 right? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. And then if we put that race back in as a 

15 questionable one and had the 2002 District 3 as a 

16 questionable one, then we would have possibly as many 

17 as 7 out of 12 where the black-preferred candidate 

18 succeeded? 

19 A. If it can be determined that those 

20 candidates that you're -- those candidates that won 

21 were minority-preferred candidates. That's still 

22 questionable. 

23 Q. And your report doesn't totally determine 

24 that with certainty, right? 

25 A. As certain as I can do it, yes. As 

Page 130 

1 certain as my -- my looking and analyzing these races 

2 and looking at all of the factors, I stand by the 5 

3 out of 11 or 12, because that runoff is still out 

4 there. 
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Page 138 

1 Q. Okay. So then the next thing is the 

2 definition of usual. And using most of the time or in 

3 most cases a condition that occurs more often than not 

4 is the definition that Dr. Owen gives. Do you have a 

5 different definition of usual that would apply in 

6 Gingles? 

7 A. No. 

8 Q. So you would agree with Dr. Owen that if a 

9 condition occurs more often than not, it's usual? 

10 A. More often than not, yes. 

11 Q. Okay. Let me just depart from your 

12 response just really quickly to get part of Dr. Owen's 

13 report in. I want to ask you about a specific 

14 statement she made. 

Page 175 

12 Q. And if that's the case, that means that 

13 the number for Ms. Pride's support could be as low as 

14 43.6 percent under the estimator, correct? 

15 A. Under that estimator, yes. 

16 Q. And, Dr. McBride, I know we talked about a 

17 variety of different ways to calculate minority voting 

18 percentages or strengths, King, BERA, and other 
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19 methods. Of those three methods that you considered 

20 in your report, which one is the most reliable method? 

21 A. I think even according to the courts, I 

22 think King is most the reliable. 
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E. Deposition of Frederick G. McBride (taken March 16, 2017) [Doc. 91] 

Page 27 

11 but -- I'm sorry. In the original supplemental report 

12 you say you analyzed 11 but then in the corrected you 

13 say you analyzed 12 and the difference is counting the 

14 May 2014 election that ended up in a runoff as an 

15 election? 

16 A. Well, that as well as just a simple 

17 miscalculation of the elections. Somehow I ended up 

24 Q. Well, let me ask you this. You prepared 

25 your supplemental report in September of 2016 and five 

1 and a half months later you issued a corrected report. 

2 What happened in between? 

3 A. I can probably find a typo or something of 

4 that nature and I guess in discussion with counsel it 

5 would just be better to clean the report up. I don't 

Page 28 

2 What happened in between? 

3 A. I can probably find a typo or something of 

4 that nature and I guess in discussion with counsel it 

5 would just be better to clean the report up. I don't 

6 know the details of when things can be submitted in 

7 discovery. I'm just not privy to all of that. I 
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8 don't know. 

9 Q. Did you write this supplemental report? 

10 Was this strictly your work? 

11 A. Absolutely, yes. 

12 Q. Let's look at Table 3 of the supplemental 

13 report since we're talking about the runoff. I'm 

14 sorry. This is the corrected supplemental report 

15 which would be Exhibit 2 and it's on Page 11. 

16 You have an asterisk beside July 22nd, 

17 2014. What does that go to? 

18 A. That's a runoff election. 

19 Q. We may have to look at your original 

20 because I noted some other changes in your report and 

21 maybe you can explain them. 

22 In the September 28th report you said that 

23 you had analyzed three at-large elections with black 

24 candidates under House Bill 836 and then in the March 

25 corrected report you said you analyzed four at-large 

1 elections with black candidates under House Bill 836. 

2 Is that because you're counting the runoff 

3 now as an election? 

4 A. I was counting the runoff then. I think I 

5 just wanted to distinguish the runoff separately since  
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12 Q. So you agree the runoff election should be 

13 counted? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. And you agree that the election preceding 

16 the runoff election should be counted? 

17 A. Yes. 

Page 30 

9 Q. Actually, it's on the top of Page 12. 

10 -- you say you analyzed one general election -- this 

11 is No. 5 -- one general election for districts under 

12 the prior plan for the Sumter County Board of 

13 Education that included a black candidate and when you 

Page 31 

1 Q. And then on the March corrected report you 

2 say you analyzed two general elections for districts 

3 under the prior plan including a special election for 

4 the Sumter County Board of Education that included 

5 black candidates. 

25 A. I overlooked it. 

Page 32 

13 A. It's probably my depiction and my failure 

14 to mention the special election in the September 28th 

15 plan but I mention it here. There are 12 in the 
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16 September report and there are 12 in the corrected 

17 report. 

Page 33 

8 Q. (By Mr. Sells) Looking, Dr. McBride, at 

9 Page 19 of both the September 28th and March 8th 

10 reports, in the September 28th report on Page 19, at 

11 the very top it says, "The November 2nd, 2010, D3 

12 general election, and. District 6 no longer exists 

13 under HB 836." That doesn't appear in the March 8th 

14 report. 

15 Is that just a typographical error? 

16 A. In the September one, probably in haste I 

17 mistakenly hit an "and" -- I mean hit a period, but it 

18 would read the November 2nd, 2010, District 3 general 

19 election and District 6 no longer exists under HB 836. 

20 So that's a typo with that period. Then in the 

21 corrected report I think I just rewrote that very 

22 small paragraph. 

Page 34 

19 Q. Let's look at Page 20, the very next page, 

20 on both of them. At the very top of both of the pages 

21 there's a sentence that says, "Terms for District 6 

22 ended December 31, 2014," and then in the corrected 
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23 version you added "per HB 836." 

24 Why did you add that? 

25 A. Maybe just trying to be definitive as to 

1 how the terms -- why the terms changed because the new 

2 plan eliminates District 6. 

Page 35 

3 Q. Let's now look at Page 21 and we're going 

4 to look at your chart or Table No. 10. 

5 In the first four elections listed on 

6 Table No. 10 your white and black turnout numbers have 

7 changed between September of 2016 and March 2017. 

8 What's the reason for that change? 

9 A. I found an error where I was only adding 

10 for total voters, I was only adding black and white 

11 voters and I had mistakenly excluded other voters, so 

12 I added them and that was the reason for the 

13 correction that came later. 

14 Q. I don't understand what you're saying. 

15 A. To determine the turnout I'm using 

16 estimates obtained by averaging the voting age 

17 population and turnout figures. To determine the 

18 voting age population I mistakenly added only black 

19 and white voters. I didn't add the total voters for 
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20 each of those districts. 

21 Q. You didn't add the total voters in the 

Page 39 

14 Q. Let's look at I guess it's Page 26 again 

15 for the next change between the two reports and it is 

16 in the paragraph that begins, "Black candidates are 

17 rarely successful in Sumter County." 

18 You originally said, "Racially polarized 

19 voting exists in all elections except the one election 

20 analyzed where there were no black candidates for the 

21 school board office," but the later report deleted 

22 that sentence and said, "Racially polarized voting is 

23 evident in the county." 

24 Why did you make that change? 

25 A. Because District 6 is still – the 

1 March 18, 2014, District 6 election, there's a 

2 significant amount of black support for the minority 

3 candidate, so I corrected it in the corrected report. 

Page 79 

2 Q. Have you ever done an analysis of ACS data 

3 before for a case? 

4 A. Not for a case but in many instances I 

5 have. 
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6 Q. What do you think the purpose of you 

7 analyzing -- 

8 A. I'm sorry. I have done it for a case. 

Page 80 

22 A. Well, I pulled a great deal of information 

23 from the American Community Survey. That first report 

Page 81 

1 is you're just -- you're the conduit for the American 

2 Community Survey report information. I mean, you're 

3 putting it in. You're not offering an opinion about 

4 it. 

5 A. No, no, of course I can't do that.  

16 Q. Right, right, but, again, you're not 

17 offering any opinion about this information. You're 

18 just saying that here's what the American Community 

19 Survey says or the select portions that I have pulled 

20 out, correct? I mean, I don't see an opinion. 

21 A. Yes, in that I am not offering an opinion. 

Page 83 

11 it. 

12 Q. Right, but you're not saying in 2014 that 

13 there was no turnout data available? 
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Page 90 

15 Q. And then you did your analysis and then 

16 you decided who the minority candidate of choice was? 

17 A. I didn't decide. I based it on the 

18 estimates. 

19 Q. And you based it on the EI estimate 

20 primarily? 

21 A. Primarily, yes. 

22 Q. And you based it on the EI estimate that 

23 you got from using the EZI program which runs one 

24 candidate at a time, analyzes one candidate at a time, 

25 correct? 

1 A. That is correct. 
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F. Deposition of Mathis Wright (taken November 13, 2014) [Doc. 37] 

Page 36 

14 Q. All right. At the very end of your 

15 complaint, you asked the judge -- and this is on 

16 Page 9 -- to order the districts for the Sumter County 

17 School Board to have nine districts only. Is that 

18 still your position today? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. Okay. So what is your position today? 

21 A. That there be seven single-member 

22 districts. 
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G. Deposition of Karen Owen (taken November 20, 2014) [Doc. 39] 

Page 9 

1 Q. And tell me when did you acquire knowledge 

2 of these three methods. 

3 A. I have used these methods when I was 

4 working on my Ph.D. at the University of Georgia. So 

5 I studied methodology as my minor field and so we 

6 covered these courses within that requirements for 

7 that field of study. We did maximum likelihood -- 

8 maximum likelihood estimation and we also had a course 

9 on regression analysis. 

15 Q. So how did these analyses affect or were 

16 useful in your analysis in this dissertation? 

17 A. I used regression analysis in my 

18 dissertation, uh-huh. 

Page 25 

4 voting? 

5 A. I don't have specific knowledge on Sumter 

6 County. I assume if it's like most other areas of the 

7 south, it's had a history of discrimination. 

Page 27 

18 Q. Dr. Owen, Mr. McDonald asked you about the 

19 2014 Board of Education At Large two-year seat where 
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20 there was no winner, do you recall those questions? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. And you said there was some -- one and two 

23 walked away with a success, but then you distinguished 

24 between that and winning. Can you elaborate on that 

25 for us? 

Page 29 

1 candidates could say yes, this was an electoral 

2 success and then go onto the next stage. 

3 Q. Is there any social science literature on 

4 how you treat this type of scenario when someone is in 

5 an initial election and then a runoff? 

6 A. There is substantial articles and books 

7 written on runoffs. And to have a runoff, you have to 

8 have an initial win-loss at the first stage which 

9 would be primaries. Bullock and Johnson have written 

10 a book on runoffs and there's a whole discussion about 

11 when you get to the runoff, which candidate can win. 

12 If you polled -- in the first stage, if you were first 

13 or second place, then who is most likely to win in the 

14 second stage of the runoff. 
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H. Deposition of Karen Owen (taken March 20, 2017) [Doc. 92] 

Page 16 

21 I mean, in my political science training, there's 

22 statistics courses involved in that from 

23 undergraduate. I also had a course in elections and 

Page 19 

18 Q. It was a general introduction to 

19 statistics for students of all majors? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. And how was that germane to your work in 

22 this case? 

23 A. Because it introduced me to the principles 

24 of statistics which I would then later use in my other 

25 coursework when I did my Master's and my Ph.D. 

1 Q. In that course, did you cover ecological 

2 inference? 

3 A. No. 

4 Q. Did you cover bivariate ecological 

5 regression analysis? 

6 A. We covered regression analysis but not 

7 ecological regression analysis.  

14 Q. The next course you mentioned was 

15 elections and campaigns. Who was the professor in 
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16 that class? 

17 A. Dr. Gurren, I believe. 

18 Q. And how was that course germane to your 

19 work in this case? 

20 A. Well, it introduced me to the science of 

21 looking at elections and what effects election 

22 outcomes and how to analyze campaigns and do campaigns 

23 matter for election. 

24 Q. Was that in the political science 

25 department? 

Page 21 

1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. Was that a quantitative course? 

3 A. It was both quantitative and qualitative. 

4 Dr. Gurren is a methodologist so he would teach 

5 quantitative analysis within the election scope. 

6 Q. And did you perform quantitative analysis? 

7 A. I can't remember what I wrote for that 

8 class or what I did. 

Page 23 

1 Q. Did you take any courses for that degree 

2 that are germane to this case? 

3 A. I had a research methodology course and I 
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4 had a data analytics course or data analysis, 

5 quantitative, which helped build upon my introduction 

6 to statistics as an undergrad and gave me more insight 

7 into regression analysis and topography testing. 

Page 25 

4 Q. Did you cover bivariate ecological 

5 regression analysis in your data analysis class? 

6 A. We did look at bivariate regression 

7 analysis. 

Page 28 

20 Q. While you were at Vanderbilt, did you take 

21 any courses that were germane to this case? 

22 A. At Vanderbilt we had to take methodology 

23 sequences, so I had to do -- before even entering the 

24 program we had to do a boot camp called -- it was a 

25 math boot camp. We had to spend seven days, eight 

1 hours of those seven days going through statistics, 

2 calculus refresher courses before we started our 

3 political methodology training once the coursework 

4 started in August. Then I had research methods and I 

5 took Quantitative Analysis 1 at Vanderbilt. 

6 Q. I think I have three courses on the list. 

7 Any others that you think are germane to this case 
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8 from your time at Vanderbilt? 

9 A. I took a class on race in politics with 

10 Carol Swain at Vanderbilt. 

Page 36 

13 A. So my area of specialty is American 

14 politics and methodology. Those are the two fields I 

15 had to take comprehensive exams for. 

Page 37 

13 Q. Did you take any courses during your 

14 coursework at UGA that are germane to this case? 

15 A. Again, the courses I took helped my 

16 training and so I had four or five methods courses. I 

Page 43 

3 analysis. I had a Quant 3 class which was maximum 

4 likelihood estimation. I had a directed study on 

5 maximum likelihood estimations specifically using 

6 logit and Poisson. Then the fifth class I had was 

7 Bayesian inference analysis based on Bayes' theorem. 

8 Q. Can you spell? 

9 A. B-a-y-e-s.  

18 A. So in this class we were exposed to all 

19 different types of maximum likelihood estimators, so 

20 from the difference between why you would use a logit 
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21 model versus a regression model, why you would use a 

22 Poisson model. We studied like ecological inference 

23 and how that was based off of the method of bounds and 

24 the double regression or bivariate regression analysis 

25 and how that came together. 

Page 44 

22 Q. In any of those five classes, did you 

23 study bivariate ecological regression analysis? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. Which classes? 

Page 45 

1 A. So in the linear regression course we 

2 covered it quickly. I mean, we didn't spend -- 

3 because we were trying to understand the normal curve 

4 and obviously the regression line is built off normal 

5 curve assumptions in statistics. Then we moved into 

6 understanding the actual putting in of variables in 

7 understanding vote choice and what your output would 

8 look like. Then when we moved into maximum likelihood 

9 we looked at EI, ecological inference. 

10 Q. So if I heard you correctly, you studied a 

11 little bit of bivariate ecological regression in your 

12 linear regression class? 
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13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. That would have been your Quant 2 class? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And in any of those five quantitative 

17 classes, did you study homogeneous precinct analysis? 

18 A. I don't recall going directly into that 

19 from one class. I know we touched on it but I don't 

20 know which class and, again, you have to think about 

21 you only have 15 weeks in a semester to cover all 

22 these topics so you might hit it, but then if you 

23 don't -- in methodology courses you're taught quickly 

24 some of those courses and then until you utilize it 

25 you won't see it again because you have to find data 

Page 46 

1 to actually do that type of analysis. 

2 Q. Okay. But as you sit here today you can't 

3 remember studying about homogeneous precinct analysis 

4 in any of those five quantitative classes? 

5 A. It was probably introduced in like the 

6 Quant 2 class, but as far as like a specific lecture 

7 or discussion, I don't recall that. 

14 Q. And did you perform EI or ecological 

15 inference analysis? 
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16 A. So in Bayes, we did have to look at the 

17 posteriors in them, yes. 

18 Q. So in your fifth one, your Bayes class, 

19 you actually ran an EI analysis? 

20 A. It would have been an example for homework 

21 type. I did not do it as my own work towards my 

22 dissertation or a paper, but we had to do homework 

23 problems. 

Page 52 

7 Q. And you studied bivariate ecological 

8 regression analysis only as part of one of your 

9 quantitative classes at UGA as part of your Ph.D.? 

10 A. Yes. We had exposure to it probably in my 

11 Master's program, I think I mentioned that as well, 

12 but I did not run those specific models. 

Page 71 

9 A. For research purposes I could use it, so 

10 as part of being a professor I've used it in research 

11 analysis, but I don't teach it in a research course. 

12 As part of my job as a professor, yes, I can use it in 

13 my research and have used it. 

14 I do a lot of data analyzing and research 

15  on my own that never makes it into a paper or never 
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16 makes it into a published work, but as part of just 

17 researching as my job, yes, I have used EI. 

Page 72 

23 Q. At what point in your employment history 

24 did you use EI? 

25 A. So when I was a research assistant and 

Page 73 

1 student I became familiar with EI and I've used it, 

2 you know, just to get a familiarity with different 

3 data. I've never pursued the analysis that I was 

4 doing to write a paper of any kind, but I was just 

5 interested in voters and how to manipulate data and 

6 truly to learn how to start coding in a specific 

7 program. 

8 Q. So it has never been part of your job 

9 duties in the positions that we've discussed but it's 

10 something you have looked at from time to time. Is 

11 that fair? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. Now, that's only with respect to EI, 

14 correct? 

15 A. That's the one I have used the most, yes. 

16 I will say based on my methods training as a Ph.D. 
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17 student that was what was considered the most robust 

18 program and so that was the one I focused on learning 

19 and how to actually run the program in a different 

20 statistical package. 

Page 78 

21 Q. And you mentioned that you were asked to 

22 use EI in that case? 

23 A. We were not asked to specifically. It was 

24 recommended if we wanted to actually do more breakdown 

25 of the personal vote could we actually see more. My 

Page 79 

1 colleague and I are still trying to determine what is 

2 the best method we need to use to determine the 

3 personal vote. 

4 Q. Maybe it's more accurate to say you might 

5 end up using EI on that paper? 

6 A. That's fair, yes. 

Page 104 

24 Q. Now, in the course of your work in that 

25 case, did you use ecological inference? 

Page 105 

1 A. Yes. 
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Page 110 

4 Q. And you had only run ecological inference 

5 in one case, that being the Fayette County case, 

6 correct? 

7 A. Yes. 

Page 118 

19 Q. Do you hold yourself out to be an expert 

20 in ecological inference? 

21 A. I would not say I'm an expert in that. 

22 I'm trained in the tool and I know the methods behind 

23 it, but I don't spend my time researching EI or 

24 manipulating the mathematics to create a new process, 

25 no, which is what an expert would want to do. 

Page 119 

1 Q. You don't hold yourself out to be an 

2 expert in bivariate ecological regression analysis, do 

3 you? 

4 A. I'm trained in it and I understand it but 

5 -- I mean, I have knowledge of it, extensive knowledge 

6 of it, but I don't work every day in that field. I'm 

7 not a -- I'm an American politics scholar with 

8 methodology training but I'm not a methodologist. You 

9 can be a pure methodologist. I am not that. 
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10 Q. But you have also never used bivariate 

11 ecological regression analysis in your expert work? 

12 A. No, I have not. 

13 Q. And you have never taught bivariate 

14 ecological regression in your teaching work, correct? 

15 A. No. 

16 Q. No, correct? 

17 A. No, I have not taught it. 

18 Q. And you don't hold yourself out to be an 

19 expert in homogeneous precinct analysis, do you? 

20 A. No, not that I have taught it or spend my 

21 time researching how to change it or create a new 

22 system. 

Page 127 

1 Q. I want to ask you a few questions about 

2 bivariate ecological regression analysis. 

3 What are some of the assumptions 

4 underlying bivariate ecological regression analysis? 

5 A. One assumption relates to that you will 

6 have all precinct data and that you will be able to 

7 utilize that precinct data as well as that you don't 

8 have colinearity between the independent variables and 

9 the dependent variables so you don't have something 
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10 affecting -- you don't have a relationship between the 

11 independent and the dependent variables which would be 

12 affecting that, and, again, assuming, like regression 

13 is, it would have the normal curve properties, that 

14 this is distributed along a normal curve and you will 

15 get a point estimate. 

16 Q. Any others that you can think of? 

17 A. There's I'm sure some right now, but I 

18 can't recall off the top of my head. 

19 Q. What are some common diagnostics for 

20 determining whether the assumptions that underlie 

21 bivariate ecological regression analysis are violated? 

22 A. So you can run different types of plot 

23 graphs to determine where the point estimates are and 

24 you can also look to see how the regression line fits 

25 to the data. Again, an ecological regression analysis 

Page 128 

1 that's bivariate is not bound by zero to one or zero 

2 to a hundred. So you can also just look and see by 

3 your numbers where your estimates are lining up. 

4 Q. I want to unpack that a little bit. 

5 The first diagnostic you mentioned was 

6 looking at point graphs. Is that also known as a 
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7 scatter plot? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. You mentioned another diagnostic tool or 

10 technique but I didn't catch that one. Can you repeat 

11 it? 

12 A. I'm not sure. Could you maybe ask if she 

13 caught it? I don't remember how I lined them up. 

14 Q. I only heard two so let me repeat my 

15 question and you can answer it again. 

16 My question was what are some common 

17 diagnostics for determining whether the assumptions 

18 that underlie bivariate ecological regression analysis 

19 are violated? We mentioned scatter plots. What else 

20 is there? 

21 A. I talked about looking at the actual 

22 estimates and the standard errors, I believe, so as 

23 part of the actual number -- I think I said it's not 

24 bound as it is in -- my understanding from the 

25 homogeneous precinct analysis is it's looking at the 

Page 129 

1 measure of bounds that would be bounded and EI is 

2 bounded, but you can have estimates that are illogical 

3 in BERA and so you can look at that estimate and the 
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4 standard error, you can do confidence interval and 

5 look at those and plot those and you can -- I'm sure 

6 there's a certain type of marker test, but I don't 

7 know exactly what that name is, I can't think of it 

8 right now, where there's like a point value given 

9 about the specification in the model. So in linear 

10 regression we would look at an R-squared but I can't 

11 right now think what that -- if it's the same 

12 R-squared or not. 

13 Q. So I think I've got four things that 

14 you've mentioned as diagnostics for determining 

15 whether the assumptions underlying bivariate 

16 ecological regression are violated: Scatter plots, 

17 looking at the estimates to see if they're illogical, 

18 looking at standard errors, and then this marker test. 

19 Is there anything else that you would look 

20 at as a diagnostic? 

21 A. Potentially if I were looking at the data 

22 output I might could see, but right now I can't just 

23 think of what else I would. 

24 Q. I want to focus first on the first one of 

25 those, the scatter plots or point graphs, as you 
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Page 130 

1 called them. 

2 If you had a scatter plot or a point graph 

3 from a bivariate ecological regression analysis, what 

4 would you look for to determine on that scatter plot 

5 whether the assumptions were violated? 

6 A. You would look for outliers to see if 

7 certain points are off the different line, you would 

8 see if points are lining up along the regression line, 

9 and you would look to see if they were filling in one 

10 quadrant or another of the graph. 

11 Q. And what would that tell you? 

12 A. It can tell you depending on if there's a 

13 lot of outliers, it could be a precinct. I mean, 

14 obviously you could have split precincts if you're not 

15 controlling for that or trying to figure out those 

16 different markers. It can show you concerns in 

17 precincts. It can show you whether you have enough 

18 variation. So if you don't have enough racial 

19 demographic variation within a precinct, that can 

20 throw you to an outlier and affect your actual line. 

21 Q. So in looking at these scatter plots, 

22 you're using essentially an eyeball test to actually 
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23 look at the graphs for indication of possible 

24 violations of the assumptions underlying bivariate 

25 ecological regression analysis, correct? 

Page 131 

1 A. Yes, you're using your eyes to look at it 

2 to determine what's going on and there's numbers, of 

3 course, present on that to see if things are within a 

4 range. 

5 Q. The second diagnostic test you mentioned 

6 was looking at the estimates. What would you look for 

7 there? 

8 A. I would look to see where the estimates 

9 are being -- how they're being generated, what the 

10 actual value is. 

11 Q. And if the value is I think you used the 

12 term illogical, meaning below zero or above a hundred, 

13 what does that tell you? 

14 A. It doesn't tell you a lot about the 

15 estimate being reliable. So the estimate, there is 

16 something underlying going on with the data. It may 

17 not have enough variation. 

18 Q. Does an illogical estimate automatically 

19 mean that the bivariate ecological regression analysis 
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20 is not reliable in your view? 

21 A. It would call into confidence the value. 

22 I would ask other questions related to whether the 

23 underlying data has enough variation or if you've put 

24 in the data correctly or if you've had to take an 

25 estimate from turnout instead of using actual turnout 

Page 132 

1 data and how has that affected what you're coming up 

2 with because that would be an underlying issue on your 

3 estimate, if you have produced an estimate to make 

4 another estimate. 

5 Q. The third thing you mentioned was the 

6 standard errors. How would you do that? How would 

7 you look at the standard errors to determine whether 

8 the assumptions underlying bivariate ecological 

9 regression were violated? 

10 A. So you can actually plot the standard 

11 errors as well and look at a scatter plot. 

12 Q. What would you be looking for? 

13 A. Differences again in whether those errors 

14 are lining up or if they're spread all out or if you 

15 have outliers or if they're falling into a certain 

16 quadrant or not or if you feel like you have a pattern 
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17 as to what those errors are, and then as far as you 

18 can build the confidence intervals, that you know 

19 that you're -- the smaller the confidence interval, 

20 the more precise that estimate is. 

21 Q. So what sort of patterns would you be 

22 looking for? 

23 A. How they're clustering in the graph, so 

24 are they falling into a quadrant, are they scattered 

25 and what that pattern and shape looks like. 

Page 133 

1 Q. What kinds of patterns would give you 

2 concern as a researcher? 

3 A. Where the standard errors are not aligning 

4 or they're spread in some type of certain 

5 distribution. 

6 Q. What kinds of distributions? 

7 A. This is regression so you would assume and 

8 you would be looking for a type of line, but if you're 

9 looking in different quadrants and they're all bulging 

10 to one side, then you have to ask if your data has 

11 skewing issues or other type of problems. 

12 Q. If you were looking at a plot of the 

13 standard errors and you saw a pattern of 
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14 homoscedasticity, would that be good or bad? 

15 A. I don't know if I would say good or bad, 

16 but you would be looking for more heteroscedasticity. 

17 Q. In that case heteroscedasticity is 

18 something you would want in your standard errors? 

19 A. I believe that's correct. 

20 Q. And what does heteroscedastic mean? 

21 A. I don't exactly know the definition. 

22 Q. What would it look like on a plot of the 

23 standard errors in a bivariate ecological regression 

24 analysis? 

25 A. Scattered yet -- I'm not very good at 

Page 134 

1 describing it. 

2 Q. The last test you mentioned was a marker 

3 test. This is a marker test that you would use as a 

4 diagnostic for determining whether the assumptions 

5 underlying bivariate ecological regression analysis 

6 were violated. Tell me how that would work. 

7 A. So then I said if it's -- I would have to 

8 look at the output and if there is a tau rule or some 

9 type of gamma looking at the data, I would determine 

10 if the model fit. So in linear regression, like an 
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11 OLS type model, ordinary least squares model, then you 

12 have an R-squared to determine how the model fits the 

13 data, so you would utilize something like that. At 

14 this point I cannot recall what that output would look 

15 like in BERA. 

16 Q. You don't know whether bivariate 

17 ecological regression analysis uses R-squared? 

18 A. I think it does, but at this point I 

19 cannot recall. 

20 Q. If I asked you to conduct a bivariate 

21 ecological regression analysis, what would you do? 

22 A. Collect the data and put it into a form to 

23 be ready to put into the actual physical program and 

24 then type in the model to run with the variables and 

25 then with the errors. 

Page 139 

10 Can you explain how the EI works? 

11 A. In general or do you want a specific 

12 breakdown? 

13 Q. Well, let's start with the general and 

14 I'll ask follow-up questions if I need more specifics. 

15 A. So, in general, ecological inference was 

16 created as a technique by Gary King in 1997 because 
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17 the measure of bounds, homogeneous precinct analysis, 

18 and BERA, the bivariate regression analysis, there 

19 were let's say flaws to them he felt like and so he 

20 created EI to get at the ecological fallacy problem 

21 which is looking and trying to determine how an 

22 individual votes from aggregate data. Because it's a 

23 secret ballot, you can't know how an individual votes, 

24 so you're trying to find an estimate of how that 

25 individual has voted from aggregate vote total 

Page 140 

1 numbers. 

2 So he created ecological inference because 

3 it would have some of the properties he found from the 

4 other two analyses but it was more robust because it 

5 was bound by zero-one or zero percent to 100 percent. 

6 Q. You mentioned Gary King and he developed 

7 it in 1997. 

8 Have you read Gary King's books that cover 

9 the ecological inference technique? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. Do you have his 1997 book in your 

12 collection? 

13 A. Yes. 
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14 Q. I think he's written a subsequent one or 

15 contributed to a subsequent one that covers the method 

16 from like 2004. Do you have that one? 

17 A. No, I don't think I have that one. 

18 Q. Have you read it? 

19 A. I have read -- yes, I have read chapters 

20 from that. 

21 Q. Is EI generally accepted within the 

22 scientific community for conducting a racially 

23 polarized voting analysis? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. And you consider it to be a reliable 

Page 141 

1 method, correct? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. What are some of the assumptions 

4 underlying EI? 

5 A. So EI has that you will have precinct 

6 data, all precincts; that you're inferring estimates 

7 that would fit some of the properties for the 

8 regression or normal curve analysis; that you would 

9 have independent variables so they're not colinear, 

10 they're not affecting one another in that type of way, 
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11 that their properties are distinct; and that you will 

12 again have a vote share estimate that will be bounded. 

13 From what I've read from Gary King, one of the things 

14 that he did not like about BERA was that you could 

15 get, as I just mentioned, some estimates that were 

16 either over a hundred percent or were negative and 

17 those seemed -- those were illogical when you're 

18 talking about votes and they would be bound and this 

19 method would bound those. 

20 Q. If I run EI multiple times on the same 

21 data using the exact same model, will EI give me the 

22 same results every time? 

23 A. No. 

24 Q. Why not? 

25 A. Because it's drawing simulations and when 
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1 you draw simulations, it's pulling different random 

2 numbers within that to create the actual estimate and 

3 you could have some variation, but it won't be a 

4 significant variation. 

5 Q. So the fact that EI estimates even run on 

6 the same election using the same data are different is 

7 not a cause for concern, correct? 
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8 A. Again, I would look at how much that 

9 variation is. If we're talking -- we're at 

10 88.1 percent and your next run on that is 

11 88.3 percent, that's pretty close, right? That's just 

12 a little bit of an error -- a little bit of a change. 

13 If you go from 88.1 percent to 99.3 percent, that 

14 variation would cause concern about why you would be 

15 drawing that different simulation and what's going on 

16 in the underlying data. 

17 Q. What are some common diagnostics for 

18 determining whether the assumptions underlying EI are 

19 violated? 

20 A. King talks a lot about his tomography 

21 plots. 

22 Q. Any others come to mind? 

23 A. There's a way to look at the, again, 

24 standard errors to determine the estimates, you know, 

25 within precision and I know on the output of EI there 
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1 are other markers and indicators. Again, right now I 

2 can't -- I would have to look at the EI output to say 

3 what exactly those are, but I know based off what I 

4 have seen of King's work that he tends to rely and 
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5 look at the tomography plots. 

6 Q. If you had a tomography plot in front of 

7 you, what would you look at to determine whether the 

8 assumptions underlying EI were violated? 

9 A. It depends on how the voter to voters are 

10 lined up. So if it's a racial group of 1 on the 

11 horizontal axis or 1 in the vertical axis, then you're 

12 looking at how the point estimate is no longer just -- 

13 you don't have an exact point estimate, it's smeared 

14 across a line and in that line you have uncertainty, 

15 but you feel like the point estimate is in that 

16 regression line. And then you're looking at the graph 

17 to see how flat or steep those lines are and if they 

18 are aligning to a certain -- let's say they're 

19 coalescing around one certain point, all the lines are 

20 going for one candidate real steep -- I mean for one 

21 voter group real steep or the other voter group real 

22 flat. 

23 Q. If you're looking at the tomography plot, 

24 do you want the lines to be vertical or flat? 

25 A. It depends on which group you're looking 
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1 at to determine which one that you're -- which 
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2 estimate you're on. 

3 Q. If you were estimating Black vote share 

4 for a particular candidate, would you want the lines 

5 to be vertical or flat? 

6 A. If they're on the horizontal axis you want 

7 them to be steep if you want to show that they're all 

8 coalesced or politically cohesive. If it's reversed 

9 and they're on the vertical line, you would want them 

10 to be flat. 

11 Q. The second item you mentioned was looking 

12 at standard errors. Tell me more about that. What 

13 would you look at? 

14 A. Again, you would look to see how wide -- I 

15 would use the standard error to determine if the 

16 estimate falls within a confidence interval and how 

17 wide or how small that confidence interval is. 

18 Q. What is a small confidence level? 

19 A. I mean, I would have to look at the error, 

20 but you would want something that is a reasonably 

21 small range. A 30 percent confidence interval or a 30 

22 percent range is very large. If you're within, you 

23 know, .1 percent, that's really close and you know 

24 your estimate is pretty precise. 
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25 Q. The third item you mentioned was looking 
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1 at the output in markers. Can you tell me more about 

2 that? 

3 A. So when I have run EI in R it gives you 

4 certain indicators below about the model fit and I 

5 can't remember right now because I have not looked at 

6 EI output in the last several months to know what 

7 exactly that gamma or tau or whatever that is, how 

8 that's kind of shown at the bottom, but there are 

9 other markers that you can assess. 

10 Q. Is that a common feature of running R? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Excuse me? 

13 A. Of running EI in R, yes. 

14 Q. What software packages or package do you 

15 use to run EI? 

16 A. So I have used R to run EI. 

17 Q. And what package within R? 

18 A. Zelig. 

19 Q. Do you know what version of Zelig you've 

20 used? 

21 A. I do not know off the top of my head. 
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22 I've used that and I've also used another code and I 

23 can't remember. It's not clear. It may be Clarify. 

24 I can't remember the other one to use the actual 

25 graphics to display. 
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1 Q. You don't run R in Stata? 

2 A. No. R is the actual statistical package. 

3 Q. I keep misspeaking. You don't run EI in 

4 Stata? 

5 A. No, I have not. 

6 Q. Now, you mentioned that you used EI in 

7 your Fayette County work. Did you use R for that EI 

8 analysis? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Did you have any assistance in writing the 

11 program that you ran to conduct that EI analysis in 

12 Zelig? 

13 A. I'm not sure I understand what you mean by 

14 help in running. 

15 Q. So R is a programming language, correct? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. And in order to conduct EI analysis using 

18 the Zelig package you have to write what is 
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19 essentially computer code, correct? 

20 A. Yes, correct. 

21 Q. Did you have any assistance in writing 

22 that computer code? 

23 A. I used notes I had from a previous class 

24 and some training. I didn't have any -- let me 

25 rephrase that. I had some informal training with a 
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1 new methodologist at the University of Georgia named 

2 Jamie Monogan unrelated to the Fayette case, but he 

3 and I had worked on just learning basic programming on 

4 R. So I had learned code from him but not specific to 

5 EI. I learned that, on how to read and write it, 

6 myself. 

7 Q. So for your EI analysis in the Fayette 

8 County case you wrote the code yourself? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Are you familiar with the term EI RxC? 

11 A. Can you say that again? 

12 Q. EI RxC? 

13 A. By C? 

14 Q. It's often written as EI RxC. 

15 A. I am not familiar with that coding, I 
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16 don't think. I've seen it run in an article but I 

17 haven't coded it like that. 

18 Q. So you don't know what that refers to? 

19 A. It's ecological inference and I believe 

20 the RxC, that's related to some type of contingency 

21 table type work, but I don't know exactly what R and C 

22 are, no. 

23 Q. Have you ever used EZI to run EI analysis? 

24 A. No. 

25 Q. Are you familiar with that software? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. Do you have any opinions about it? 

3 A. I know a couple of things that I would 

4 say. One is that King developed EI, the statistical 

5 technique, as well as an EI statistical program to run 

6 the EI statistical technique and EI is based off GAUSS 

7 computer language and its programming is hard, but 

8 then he used EZI which is a much easier 

9 point-and-click menu-oriented software system so it's 

10 easier to run EI. I also know on EZI you run each 

11 individual candidate. 

12 Q. Is there a reason why you run EI with 
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13 Zelig in R versus EZI? 

14 A. Because you can run all of the candidates 

15 in a contest at one time. You don't run them each 

16 individually. So you get data output for one racial 

17 group to the candidate versus the other racial group 

18 to the other candidate versus Candidate B the same 

19 way. It's on one table output so you have your whole 

20 race together. 

21 Q. EZI does it different? 

22 A. My understanding is that it does each 

23 individual, so it will show one racial group to 

24 Candidate A and the other racial group to Candidate A. 

25 Then you run one racial group to Candidate B. It 
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1 doesn't run them simultaneous together. 

2 Q. What if you have three candidates in a 

3 race. How would that work with EZI? 

4 A. My understanding -- I do not use EZI but 

5 my understanding of that is that you would run the 

6 racial groups to the Candidate A, to the Candidate B, 

7 and then to the Candidate C if there's a third 

8 candidate. 

9 Q. And how does that work in the Zelig 
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10 package within R if you had three candidates? 

11 A. So you would have the racial group -- 

12 first racial group to Candidate A, the second racial 

13 group to Candidate B. If you're looking at 

14 dichotomous, black/white, then that would be for 

15 Candidate A and then the same for Candidate B, and 

16 then if it goes to Candidate C, that's your remaining 

17 vote total because in R you have to account for every 

18 vote. So if you have a write-in candidate or you have 

19 provisional ballots, you have to account for every 

20 vote total number, so it prints out the three 

21 candidates per the dichotomous, if you want to call 

22 it, racial classifications you've put in. 

23 Q. You've never actually run EI in a race 

24 using three candidates, have you? 

25 A. I would have to go back and look at 
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1 Fayette to see what I did on those, but I don't recall 

2 right now. 

3 Q. As you sit here right now you can't recall 

4 ever having run EI on three candidates? 

5 A. Again, I would have to look at those 

6 Fayette notes. I believe in those contests you will 
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7 see some that had a third candidate, but that could 

8 just be a vote of other. It may not be necessarily 

9 the candidate. You have to align for those totals so 

10 that could be a write-in, and we know sometimes there 

11 are multiple write-in candidates, but that throws the 

12 vote to that third column and it's accounted for or 

13 third row, however you want to visualize it. 
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19 Q. Do you consider what is on Exhibit 6 an 

20 RPV analysis? 

21 A. I would consider it part of an RPV 

22 analysis you would need but not a full RPV analysis. 
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I. Deposition of Robert Brady (taken February 14, 2017) [Doc. 93] 
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9 the Clerk of Superior Court had one African-American 

10 candidate and two other Caucasian candidates. 

11 Q. Okay. Let's start at the beginning. 

12 What year? 

13 A. That would be 2016. 

14 Q. 2016. The election for which office? 

15 A. Clerk of Superior Court. 

16 Q. Okay. Who were the candidates? 

17 A. That would be Ms. Cortisa Bartell. 

18 Q. And she was a candidate for Clerk of 

19 Superior Court? 

20 A. Yes, she was. 

21 Q. And there were other candidates? 

22 A. There were two others on the Democratic 

23 ticket. 

24 Q. Okay. 

25 A. They would have been Ms. Misty Hayes and 
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1 Miss -- that lady's name was -- last name was Comer. 

2 The first name will come back to me, Chelsea Cromer. 

3 The African-American candidate was Ms. Bartell and 
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4 she was the overwhelming winner. 

5 Q. And that was in the Democratic primary, 

6 right? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And is the Democratic primary open to all 

9 voters in Sumter County? 

10 A. Only to those who opt to vote in the 

11 Democratic primary. 
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20 A. As a result of that, she faced no 

21 Republican opposition and was elected in November. 
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 THE WITNESS: 
 
12 The 
 
13 short version of this is that it was painfully aware 
 
14 to all of the voters that Sylvia Roland was a better  
 
15 candidate than Michael Coley, period. That was the 
 
16 reason for the outcome. It had nothing to do with 
 
17 what color he was. 
 

This 5th day of October, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
s/ John J. Park, Jr. 
John J. Park, Jr. 
Georgia Bar No. 547812 
jjp@sbllaw.net 
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Barclay S. Hendrix 
Georgia Bar No. 917852 
barclay.hendrix@sbllaw.com 
STRICKLAND BROCKINGTON LEWIS LLP  
Midtown Proscenium Suite 2200 
1170 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
Telephone: 678.347.2200     
Fax: 678.347.2210 

 
Attorneys for Defendant Sumter County Board of 
Elections and Registration 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

 
MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR., 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION, 
 
 Defendant. 
 

  
 
 
 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 1:14-CV-42 (WLS) 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have this day electronically served the within and foregoing 

DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITION TESTIMONY BY DEFENDANT SUMTER COUNTY 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION to the following attorneys of record: 

Bryan L. Sells, Esq. 
P.O. Box 5493 
Atlanta, GA 31107 
bryan@bryansellslaw.com 
 
M. Laughlin McDonald, Esq. 
2700 International Tower 
229 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
lmcdonald@aclu.org 

 
  This 5th day of October, 2017. 

      
     s/ John J. Park, Jr. 

      John J. Park, Jr. 
Georgia Bar No. 547812 
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