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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ALBANY DIVISION
 
MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR. 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND 
REGISTRATION, 
 

Defendant. 
______________________________ 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 
 
CASE NO.: 1:14-CV-42 (WLS) 

 

ORDER 

 Before the Court is Defendant Sumter County Board of Elections and Registration’s 

Consent Motion to Continue Pretrial Conference and Contested Motion to Continue Trial. 

(Doc. 127.) The deadline for the Parties to submit a proposed pretrial order was November 

8, 2017, the pretrial conference is scheduled for November 15, 2017, and the trial was 

specially set to begin December 11, 2017. (Doc. 114). Back in September, Sumter County’s 

former counsel Anne W. Lewis informed the Court she was undergoing treatment for cancer 

and would be too ill to work until January 2, 2018. (Doc. 115.) She informed the Court that 

“[a]nother attorney from Ms. Lewis’ firm, Strickland Brockington Lewis LLP, will be 

entering the case as lead counsel during Ms. Lewis’ leave.” (Id.) Replacement counsel, John J. 

Park, Jr., entered an appearance October 5, 2017. (Doc. 118.) A second attorney from 

Lewis’s firm, Frank B. Strickland, entered an appearance on Sumter County’s behalf the 

following day. (Doc. 121.) 

 For reasons unknown to the Court, Sumter County on November 6, 2017 hired a 

second firm—Baker Hostetler LLP—to aid in its representation. (Doc. 127.) It now requests 

“a delay of the submission of the proposed Pretrial Order by one week to November 15, 

2017, a delay of the Pretrial Conference by two weeks to the week of November 27, 2017, 

and a delay of the trial by one month to January 15, 2018” so that new counsel may review 
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the pleadings, meet with witnesses, and otherwise prepare for trial. (Id. at 2–3.) Plaintiff 

Mathis Kearse Wright, Jr. consents to moving the pretrial order deadline and pretrial 

conference dates but objects to any change to the trial date due to what he perceives as a 

lack of good cause and the prejudice it would cause him. (Doc. 128.) Sumter County offers 

little justification for further delay. It has been aware of Lewis’s withdrawal for over a month 

and quickly obtained replacement counsel to continue litigating the case. It now suggests that 

it had been searching for a replacement firm the whole while, but (1) it fails to explain why it 

took a month-and-a-half to find such counsel and (2) Lewis’s withdrawal made clear she 

would be replaced as lead counsel by attorneys in her own firm. (Doc. 115.) There was never 

any suggestion Sumter County would seek a new law firm until the present motion, which 

was filed the day before the Parties were ordered to propose a pretrial order. 

 Sumter County already has four attorneys who have entered appearances in this case, 

not including the three additional attorneys they propose adding. (See Docs. 55; 73; 115; 

188.) Two of those attorneys discuss their extensive experience with redistricting cases on 

their firm’s website. See Frank B. Strickland, Strickland Brockington Lewis LLP (last visited 

November 8, 2017), http://www.sbllaw.net/Our-Firm/bstrickland.php; John J. Park Jr., 

Strickland Brockington Lewis LLP (last visited November 8, 2017), 

http://www.sbllaw.net/Our-Firm/jpark.php. The County has not presented any reasons 

why additional attorneys are needed. Moreover, if additional attorneys were needed, there 

was plenty of time to make the proper arrangements. The Court set a special trial date prior 

to Lewis’s withdrawal. (Compare Doc. 114 with Doc. 115.) Sumter County knew time was of 

the essence and that a prompt trial date was necessary because of the upcoming election. (See 

Docs. 108; 111.) If the Court were to grant the continuance, it would be unable to set the 

case for trial until the end of January 2018, which would not give adequate time to resolve 

this case before the March 2018 candidate filing deadline. 

 Accordingly, Defendant Sumter County’s Contested Motion to Continue Trial (Doc. 

127) is DENIED. The Consent Motion to Continue Pretrial Conference is DENIED IN 

PART AND GRANTED IN PART. Wright submitted his proposed pretrial order as 

directed by the Court. Wright informs the Court, however, that Sumter County refused to 
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confer with him and it has not submitted its portion of the pretrial order as directed. Sumter 

County is therefore ORDERED to provide its portion of the proposed pretrial order not 

later than Monday, November 13, 2017. The Court is unable to reschedule the pretrial 

conference due to staff unavailability related to the holidays and previously scheduled 

matters. The Parties therefore remain ORDERED to attend a pretrial conference on 

Wednesday, November 15 at 2:00 P.M. 

SO ORDERED, this 9th day of November, 2017.    

      /s/ W. Louis Sands_______________________ 
W. LOUIS SANDS, SR. JUDGE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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