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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ALBANY DIVISION
 

MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR. 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND 
REGISTRATION, 
 

Defendant. 
______________________________ 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 
 
CASE NO.: 1:14-CV-42 (WLS) 

 

ORDER 

 The Court held a status conference on February 28, 2018. The Court issues the 

following order to memorialize the findings and instructions at that conference. 

 The Court previously found that it would be unable to issue an order and, if needed, 

implement a remedy before the May 22, 2018 election date and asked for the parties’ views 

on how it should proceed. Plaintiff suggested moving the election date to November 6, 

2018. He noted that ballots must be available by September 21, 2018, and that the process 

for creating ballots begins approximately August 8, 2018. He suggested having a new map, if 

needed, in place by July 23, 2018, and moving the candidate qualifying period to August 6–

10, 2018. The Court finds these proposed dates reasonable in the event the election is 

enjoined. It invites Plaintiff to file a motion for injunctive relief if he believes such a motion 

is needed. The Court notes Defendant’s objections to moving the election, and the Court’s 

invitation is not intended to foretell how it will resolve the motion. 

Currently pending before the Court are Defendant’s Motion for Judicial Notice of 

Census Data (Doc. 164) and Plaintiff’s Motion for Judicial Notice of Voter Registration 

Data (Doc. 166). As noted at the conference, the Court finds that both motions meet the 

standard for judicial notice. They are, accordingly, GRANTED. 
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 Also pending before the Court is Plaintiff’s Emergency Motion to Strike or, in the 

Alternative, for Leave to Conduct Limited Discovery (Doc. 178). The motion concerns the 

parties’ briefing on remedial measures. The Court finds that further discovery is needed 

regarding Plaintiff’s two proposed remedial plans and Defendant’s critique of them. 

Accordingly, the motion is GRANTED IN PART and DENIED IN PART. Specifically, 

the Parties may depose Dr. McBride, Dr. Owen, and Dr. Bensen regarding the proposed 

remedial plans no later than Thursday, March 15, 2018. The Court will not strike Dr. 

Owen’s affidavit. Plaintiff’s oral request for another expert is DENIED WITHOUT 

PREJUDICE at this time. Following the depositions, the parties may file supplemental 

briefs to their remedial proposal briefs. On March 15, 2018, the parties are ORDERED to 

file a joint report to the Court setting a deadline for when the supplemental briefs should be 

filed. The supplemental briefs should be filed simultaneously, and no responses or replies 

will be permitted. 

 “In a § 2 vote dilution suit, along with determining whether the Gingles preconditions 

are met and whether the totality of the circumstances supports a finding of liability, a court 

must find a reasonable alternative practice as a benchmark against which to measure the 

existing voting practice.” Holder v. Hall, 512 U.S. 874, 880 (1994) (citations omitted). The 

alternative plan put forth at trial was Plaintiff’s Remedial Proposal 2. The Parties agree the 

record as to liability is closed. Accordingly, any additional discovery and arguments putting 

forth new remedial plans (by Plaintiff) or new criticisms of Remedial Proposal 2 (by 

Defendant) will not be considered by the Court as part of its liability finding. 

SO ORDERED, this 1st day of March 2018. 

      /s/ W. Louis Sands_______________________ 
W. LOUIS SANDS, SR. JUDGE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
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