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Enclosed is a copy of an order remanding the referenced appeal for further proceedings. 
JURISDICTION OF THIS APPEAL IS BEING RETAINED BY THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT.  
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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 

 

FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

________________________ 

 

No.  18-11510-HH 

________________________ 

 

MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR.,  

 

                                                                                          Plaintiff-Appellee, 

 

versus 

 

SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION, 

 

                                                                                                Defendant-Appellant. 

________________________ 

 

Appeal from the United States District Court 

for the Middle District of Georgia 

________________________ 

 

Before:  MARCUS, WILLIAM PRYOR and JORDAN, Circuit Judges.  

 

BY THE COURT: 

 

Mathis Wright’s renewed motion to dismiss this appeal from the district court’s March 

30, 2018 entry of a permanent injunction is DENIED.   

On June 21, 2018, the district court entered an order removing its self-imposed deadline 

of July 23, 2018 to create interim district boundaries for the Sumter County Board of Education 

elections which it had previously ordered to occur in November.  The district court concluded 

that it lacked jurisdiction to act pursuant to its prior order to set the boundaries for the school 

board districts because of the pendency of the instant appeal.  On July 23, 2018, the district court 

denied Mr. Wright’s motion for reconsideration of its June 21, 2018 order after again concluding 

that it lacked jurisdiction to impose any interim boundaries for the School Board elections except 

for the boundaries that are currently in place.  The district court also denied without prejudice 
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Mr. Wright’s request for an order staying the November election until new boundaries are put in 

place, stating that it would consider the request at a time closer to the election.  On July 31, 2018, 

Mr. Wright filed a renewed request for an order enjoining the County from conducting the 

November election under the current boundaries. 

We construe these orders as equivalent to indicative rulings under Fed. R. Civ. P. 

62.1(a)(3), and we sua sponte REMAND this appeal to the district court.  See Fed. R. Civ. P. 

12.1.  On remand, the district court should first determine whether it is still feasible to issue a 

new map with interim boundaries for the November election in a timely manner.  If so, the 

district court should then proceed to determine such interim boundaries for the November 

election, as it previously contemplated doing by July 23, 2018, and enter any orders necessary to 

effectuate its ruling before returning the case and the record to this Court.  If the district court 

concludes, however, that it is too late at this juncture to issue an order setting any boundaries for 

the November election other than the ones currently in place, then it should enter an order to that 

effect, resolve any motions filed by the parties regarding the operation of the November election, 

and then return the case to this Court. 

Once the case has been returned to this Court, the parties may renew any of their previous 

motions that they deem appropriate. 
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