
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ALBANY DIVISION 
 

MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR., 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION, 
 
 Defendant. 
 

 
 
 
 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 1:14-CV-42 (WLS) 
 
 

 
DEFENDANT’S RESPONSE TO COURT ORDER  

On August 10, 2018, the Court directed the parties to provide the Court with a succinct 

description of the parties’ respective positions on the issues to be discussed during a telephone 

conference set for Wednesday, August 15. The purpose of the conference is to discuss how to 

comply with instructions issued by the Eleventh Circuit on August 9.  Dkt. 225.  Those are:  

On remand, the district court should first determine whether it is 
still feasible to issue a new map with interim boundaries for the 
November election in a timely manner. If so, the district court 
should then proceed to determine such interim boundaries for the 
November election, as it previously contemplated doing by July 
23, 2018, and enter any orders necessary to effectuate its ruling 
before returning the case and the record to this Court. If the district 
court concludes, however, that it is too late at this juncture to issue 
an order setting any boundaries for the November election other 
than the ones currently in place, then it should enter an order to 
that effect, resolve any motions filed by the parties regarding the 
operation of the November election, and then return the case to this 
Court. 

Dkt. 225 at 3. 
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Following are Defendant’s positions on these issues: 

1. The Court lacks jurisdiction to alter the status quo, including by modifying 
the injunction on appeal in the Eleventh Circuit. 

See, Dkt. 223 at 5-8. 

2. It is too late for the Court to implement a new map for November’s election 
for the Sumter County School Board. 

As further detailed in Defendant’s recent filings, Dkts. 222 and 223, and for good reason, 

the Court already decided that a new map for November’s election for the Sumter County School 

Board (“the Election”) would need to be implemented by July 23, 2018.  The Court based its 

decision, at least in part, on Plaintiff’s representations about the governing election schedule. 

3. The equities weigh against issuing a new injunction against the Election.  

Based on governing case law and as further detailed in Defendant’s recent filings, the 

following factors weigh against issuing an injunction: board member terms and minority 

representation; the likelihood of voter confusion; burdens on candidates and the cumulative 

effect of uncertainty; burdens on electoral administration; and the timing of Plaintiff’s motion.  

See, Dkt. 223 at 8-19. 

4. For these reasons, this Court should resolve Plaintiff’s motion for an 
injunction pending appeal by denying it, and return this case to the Eleventh 
Circuit. 

In order to comply with the Eleventh Circuit’s instructions on remand, Dkt. 225 at 3, this 

Court should deny Plaintiff’s motion for an injunction and return this case to the Eleventh 

Circuit. 
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Respectfully submitted by: 

 
s/ Katherine L. McKnight______ 
E. Mark Braden (pro hac vice) 
Katherine L. McKnight (pro hac vice) 
Richard B. Raile (pro hac vice) 
BAKER HOSTETLER LLP 
1050 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 861-1500 

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT SUMTER 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND 
REGISTRATION 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on this 13th day of August, 2018 the foregoing was filed and served 
pursuant to the Court’s electronic filing procedures using the Court’s CM/ECF system. 
 

s/ Katherine L. McKnight______ 
E. Mark Braden (pro hac vice) 
Katherine L. McKnight (pro hac vice) 
Richard B. Raile (pro hac vice) 
BAKER HOSTETLER LLP 
1050 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 861-1500 
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