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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ALBANY DIVISION 
 

MATHIS KEARSE WRIGHT, JR., 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
SUMTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION, 
 
 Defendant. 
 

 
 
 
 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 1:14-CV-42 (WLS) 
 
 

 
DEFENDANT’S RESPONSE TO ORDER AND REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

OF REMEDIAL TIMING 

Pursuant to the Court’s order of August 14, 2019, ECF No. 261, the County represents 

that it has identified no grounds for disqualification of Professor Grofman as the court-appointed 

special master. The County, however, reasserts that a special master is not necessary for reasons 

stated in its prior brief. See ECF No. 260. 

The County also respectfully requests that the Court reconsider the timing of the coming 

proceedings. Rule 53 requires the Court to “protect against unreasonable expense or delay” in 

special-master proceedings. Fed. R. Civ. P. 53(a)(2). The County respectfully submits that a 

delay of imposition of a remedial plan through January 2020, as the Court has proposed, is 

unnecessary. More complicated remedial proceedings have been conducted on quicker schedules 

than the one currently proposed. 

For example, the current order affords the special master over two months, until 

November 25, 2019, to prepare a remedial map. ECF No. 254 at 3. By comparison, in a recent 

North Carolina case the special master was appointed on October 26, 2017, and proposed 

remedial maps by November 13, 2017—i.e., in less than a month. See Covington v. North 
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Carolina, 1:15-cv-399, ECF Nos. 202, 213. That case was far more complex than this. It 

involved nearly three dozen invalidated districts in two statewide legislative plans of 170 total 

districts. This case, of course, involves a total of seven districts.  

Similarly, a court order in Virginia’s recent legislative redistricting map afforded two 

months for the parties and the special master (Prof. Grofman) to propose and litigate over 

remedial plans. See Bethune-Hill v. Va. State Bd. of Elections, 3:14-cv-852, ECF No. 278. That 

case involved 12 districts in a 100-district statewide legislative plan. And, here, the parties have 

already had the opportunity to present and litigate over remedial proposals. 

The County respectfully submits that two months is unnecessary here. Prof. Grofman has 

the skill and experience to complete proposed plans in less than two weeks. At most, a month is 

an appropriate time frame. The County respectfully submits that other deadlines could similarly 

be tightened to allow a final ruling by, at the latest, the end of this calendar year, if not sooner. 

To be clear, the County appreciates that the Court has set a schedule to ensure that a 

remedial map is in place prior to the May 2020 elections. See ECF No. 254 at 3. The County 

respectfully submits, however, that there should be sufficient time for the Eleventh Circuit to 

finally adjudicate the case prior to the May 2020 elections. The County plans to prosecute its 

appeal once this remedial proceeding has ended and respectfully submits that sufficient time for 

that appeal to be resolved prior to the next election is in the public interest. Otherwise, it will be 

necessary, if the County succeeds on appeal, to assess whether special elections are appropriate 

after the May 2020 election. 

The County therefore requests that the Court promptly appoint Prof. Grofman and that it 

reconsider the forthcoming remedial schedule. If the Court is inclined to do so, the County can 

confer with Plaintiff and Prof. Grofman to propose an appropriate alternative in their 

Case 1:14-cv-00042-WLS   Document 264   Filed 09/10/19   Page 2 of 4



3 

forthcoming September 18 filing. See ECF No. 261 at 2 (requiring the parties to confer and file a 

proposed order governing the special-master proceedings). 

  

Respectfully submitted by: 
 

s/ Katherine L. McKnight______ 
E. Mark Braden (pro hac vice) 
Katherine L. McKnight (pro hac vice) 
Richard B. Raile (pro hac vice) 
BAKER & HOSTETLER LLP 
1050 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 861-1500 

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT SUMTER 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND 
REGISTRATION 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on this 10th day of September, 2019 the foregoing was filed and 
served pursuant to the Court’s electronic filing procedures using the Court’s CM/ECF system. 
 

s/ Katherine L. McKnight______ 
E. Mark Braden (pro hac vice) 
Katherine L. McKnight (pro hac vice) 
Richard B. Raile (pro hac vice) 
BAKER & HOSTETLER LLP 
1050 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 861-1500 
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